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This devotional is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide 
Jesus’ followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is 
never, under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 
message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 
things’ (Joel 2:20).  2022 
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Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 
meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 
Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 
Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 
3:18 HCSB*) 
 
PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 
Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 
Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the New International Version (NIV) of 
the Holy Bible. 
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1 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

As we begin the last quarter of 2022, let us turn our ears afresh to God for 
His guidance. Remember, as James tells us, we should be quick to hear (Jas 
1:19).  Let us come now before God’s throne and ask for His guidance. 

Too often, we simply come to God to speak. We may pray for the needs of 
others. Too often, though, we may be determined to tell God how we 
believe their prayer needs should be answered. Instead, let us listen. 

I have heard it said that we should speak for 3 minutes, and then listen to 
God for the other 57 minutes. Let us listen well to God. May we not jump 
ahead of Him, but listen for how He would have us involved in answering 
the prayer needs of others. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, here I am, ready to hear.  



2 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Do you believe that you listen well? 
As one challenge, next time you meet someone, hear them speak, and 
then wait for their invitation to speak. This may be a question, “How are 
you?” or “What do you think?” You may be surprised to learn that we 
often busily exchange conversational turns, but perhaps do not fully listen 
to each other. Of course, sometimes, a beginning comment is needed, 
when we meet, before we can settle in to listen.  
Let us consciously take God’s company with us into each conversation.  
Pray that He might lead our listening. Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to 
hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9). Listen well.  
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, please help me to be a better listener, to You and to 
others.  

�&� 
3 October  

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.’” Matt 11:15 
Did you try yesterday’s conversational challenge, to prioritise listening 
before speaking? 
Sometimes it is important to ease into listening. The alternative could be a 
stony silence. This is particularly important with those unfamiliar to us. We 
need to show that we would like to be conversation partners, rather than 
appear to rest in moody silence. Once the silence is set aside, we can 
listen.  
It is important to recognise that this is a grace-filled listening (Jas 1:19). It 
is a respectful listening, meant to offer the other comfort, rather than 
make them squirm. It is a loving gift of attentive listening, a pause, in a 
world of frantic activity. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the comfort of Your presence.  Please 
guide me in listening well to those You bring across my path today. May 
they experience patient and respectful listening through me. 



4 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

When Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9), He 
was calling His listeners to be listen well to what He was sharing. Jesus had 
just shared the Parable of the Sower with the crowds. He wanted them to 
be attentive to the Word which He was sowing among them, the Gospel. 
We too need to be attentive to God’s Word. It cannot be something which 
resonates briefly during our morning devotion, but never jumps from the 
page into our practices (Jas 1:22). May our ears hear it, our heart and spirit 
absorb it, and our hands and feet walk it out. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for teaching us. Holy Spirit, please help 
me to live out the true message in my daily life. Father God, thank You for 
sending Your Word.  
� 
I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to 

me and hear my prayer.  
~Ps 17:6 

� 
5 October  

“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 
Yesterday we touched on the Word of God which resonates briefly in our 
spirits during our morning devotion. 
Do you have a morning, or evening, devotional time? 
You may know it by a different name, but it is time that you specifically set 
aside to spend time with God. If this is not yet your practice, may I 
encourage you to make it a habit? 
Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9). As we 
spend time with God, we are offering Him our ears to hear. We are 
determining that what He would like to say to us is worth our time.  
Perhaps we could begin a Devotional Time habit today? 
Pray: Thank You, Holy Spirit, for touching my spirit with God’s Word. 



6 October  
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Yesterday we talked about morning, or evening, devotional time.  
Possibly you believe that you do not have time. In this fast-paced life, we 
need to challenge each new demand for our attention, so that we are not 
taking on more than we can handle. I get that! 
However, I believe that it is important to prioritise time with the Creator. 
He is your Loving Father who sent His own Son to save us from ourselves.  
Be attentive to what He would say to you today. He is the One who knew 
you before there was one of you to know!  

“Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one of them came to be” (Ps 139:16).   

Let us commit to spending time with the One who knows us so intimately. 
Pray: Dearest Abba Father, thank You for Your Word.  

�&� 
7 October 

“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 Rev 3:13 

God knew us while we were still an “unformed body” (Ps 139:16a). More 
than that, He loved us. Additionally, He planned each day.  
We were part of God’s plan and attentive care before we had even come 
to birth (Ps 139:16). He lovingly designed each day for our maturing, our 
orienting toward His perfect will, and our well-being as we are 
transformed into Christlikeness (2 Cor 3:18).  
As we consider the challenges of each day, we may be perplexed by the 
difficulties we face. Our strength may be giving out, and our ‘lot’ may 
seem overburdened. 
Let us remember the tapestry. At the front of the completed word, each 
thread contributes. At the back, knots and crossovers may appear ugly. In 
the end, with God, we will see that all comes together well (Rom 8:28). 
Pray: My Good, Good Father, thank You for Your perfect plans.  



8 October 
“Whoever has ears, let them hear.’” Matt 11:15 

Yesterday we touched on how God is using each day to draw us into His 
perfect plan.  

“And we all … are being transformed into [the Lord’s] image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” 
(2 Cor 3:18). 

Through His amazing love, God is transforming who we are into who He 
has planned for us to become (Ps 139:16). As we listen (Mark 4:9) and are 
attentive (Jas 1:22), we will begin to more clearly become God’s image-
bearers (2 Cor 3:18; Gen 1:26-27).  
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for what You are achieving in my life. Please 
help me to continue to walk in faithfulness to Your perfect plan. 

�&� 
9 October 

“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 
Some days ago, we may have felt challenged that strength is giving out, 
and our ‘lot’ seems overburdened. 
Some days can feel more challenging. It may seem that we are taking two 
steps forward, but four steps backwards!  
If today is a day when you are wearied with carrying an overburdened 
‘lot,’ Stop!  
Have you rested? 
In an effort to achieve all that seems to be ‘on your plate,’ have you given 
up keeping a Sabbath rest? 
Have you forgotten that all those worries and cares you are carrying can 
be laid at the Lord’s throne (1 Pet 5:7)?  
God is your strength. His strength will not ‘give out.’ God is your burden-
bearer. He will sustain you (Phil 4:13). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I can come and know rest in You. 



10 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Today, let us listen and unpack some of what we discussed yesterday (Isa 
28:23).  
God offers us His rest. Through one of his books, C. S. Lewis reminds us 
that God calls us to both work and rest. God deigns to work with us, 
inviting us to be His hands and feet (Eph 2:10). However, God is also all-
powerful, omnipotent. He does not need us. He invites us into His rest 
(Gen 2:2-3; Exod 34:21; Matt 11:28). 
The Sabbath rest is our grace gift. We can rest by grace. We can rest in 
trust. We can rest because we trust in God’s omnipotence.  
Let us be attentive to God’s Word (Mark 4:9; Isa 28:23). Let us enter into 
His rest. Even if we cannot take a Sabbath rest today, let us plan for 
Sabbath rest on a coming day. In this we are showing our trust in God’s gift 
of grace and rest.   
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your grace and rest.  
� 

Listen and hear my voice;  
pay attention and hear what I say.  

~Isa 28:23 
� 

11 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Even if we cannot take a Sabbath rest today, let us rest in knowing that we 
can trust in God’s strength (Phil 4:13). 
God is the One who has called us to this work (Eph 2:10). Yet He does not 
leave us to accomplish it by our strength or in our wisdom. He offers us His 
strength (Phil 4:13). Further, God invites us to call on Him for the wisdom 
we need (Jas 1:5). God will provide this perfect gift (Jas 1:17; 3:17) in His 
perfect way and in His perfect timing. Lean in (Jas 4:8) and listen well (Jas 
1:19).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your grace, and for perfect gifts. 



12 October 

“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 
Returning to ‘unpacking,’ why is there so much ‘on your plate’? 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” ( ).2:10Eph  

God does not lay heavy burdens on us (Matt 11:29-30). Then why is our 
burden heavy? 
Could it be that we are taking upon ourselves what is not meant for us? 
As we practice good listening (Mark 4:9; Jas 1:19), we will hear, “This is the 
way; walk in it” (Isa 30:21).   
Let us be attentive to walk according to God’s instructions, so that we do 
not become overburdened. 
Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, thank You for guiding my way. 
 

�&� 
13 October 

“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 
Could there be too much ‘on our plate’ because we are helping others? 
Paul, in writing to the Galatian Church, affirms that it is good to help 
others (Gal 6:2). However, in carrying “each other’s burdens,” we are to be 
mindful of the other.  
If we have too much on our plate, overburdening ourselves, are we 
contributing to the possible ‘laziness’ of another? 
Through doing for them what they need to be doing for themselves, we 
may be acting against what God wants to do in their lives. Earlier this 
month, we recognised that we are being transformed into the image of 
the Lord (2 Cor 3:18). Sometimes, that transformation happens through 
trials we endure. Rather than block what God has planned to achieve (Ps 
139:16), let us prayerfully ask God how we should be helping, and listen 
well to His answer. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please forgive me when I interfere.  



14 October  
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

It is commendable that we want to help another (Gal 6:2). It is loving and 
kind to want to help. However, let us listen well as God instructs (Mark 
4:9).  
Yes, it can be particularly challenging to stand by while a loved one goes 
through a trial. However, as James reminds us, “the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance” (Jas 1:3). In turn, this perseverance leads to being 
“mature and complete, not lacking anything” (4). 
Our part is to take the needs and concerns of the other to God in prayer 
(Jas 5:13-16). We can make supplication, and then listen to how God 
would have us respond (Jas 1:19).  
It may be that God will call us to help in this instance (Gal 6:2), or it may be 
that God will show us that they “should carry their own load” (5).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to determine how to act when my 
beloved one is burdened. Thank You that I can turn to You in prayer at all 
times. Please guide my actions, and help me to be attentive. 

�&� 
15 October 

“Are you listening to this? Really listening?” Mark 4:9 MSG 
Be honest, do we sometimes get involved in other people’s business for 
selfish reasons? 

We can see that they are struggling with a particular issue. Getting 
involved may be a procrastination against resolving something which 
requires our attention. However, this other thing is not as inviting as 
coming to the aid of our friend (Gal 6:2). One is cumbersome, the other 
promises fellowship. There is also the actual benefit of helping a friend. In 
its turn, that also gives us positive feelings.  

It is great to offer to help, but God may have other plans for us (Jas 4:13-
15), as well as how He wants to achieve His plans. Listen (Mark 4:9). 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for Your guiding grace. 



16 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Yesterday we looked at getting involved in helping another in order to 
delay addressing another issue.  
Other selfish reasons for getting involved could relate to gossip-gathering. 
We should only be ready to listen to the painful stories of another in order 
to offer them genuine support. This can be purposeful assistance in being 
God’s hands and feet. Alternatively, it can be purposeful assistance by 
taking their concerns to God in prayer. In any other respect, we should be 
attentive to the words of James to “be quick to hear, slow to speak” (1:19). 
This includes not sharing what has been heard in confidence.  
Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to keep in confidence those 
secrets which have been shared with me. Thank You that I was able to be a 
listening ear for my friend. Please guide us by Your grace. 
� 

In your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me;  
turn your ear to me and save me.  

~Ps 71:2 
� 

17 October 
“Whoever has ears, let them hear.’” Matt 11:15 

If our plate is too full, we need to come before the Lord. He will help us to 
carry all that He rightfully places upon us (Phil 4:13). However, we cannot 
depend on His strength to carry what we were never meant to carry.  
Additional items will need to be handed over to the Lord. In the case of 
our concern for loved ones, we need to trust that God is handling this, and 
that He will guide them. 
In the case of the burdens of others, we can come to the Father in prayer 
for them, giving them assistance as He prompts (Mark 4:9). In the matter 
of confidences shared, let us pray for open hearts and ears, but secure lips 
(Jas 1:19). In this way we can best honour God and our friends.  
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please guide my steps for God’s glory.  



18 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

When Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9), 
Jesus wanted his listeners to be attentive to His words and His example. 
Before He rose to be with the Father, Jesus also called His followers to  

“go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you” (Matt 28:19-20). 

Jesus wanted His disciples to hear, but also to speak the truth as they had 
heard it. 
Are we being attentive to hear the call, the Great Commission? 
“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9). Speak so that others 
may know Jesus as Saviour (John 14:6). Speak so that others may hear, and 
hearing, they may come to faith (Rom 10:17). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for Your words. Dear Holy Spirit, please 
help me to listen to, and speak, God’s truth. 

�&�  
19 October 

“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 
The Lord Jesus called us, even as His later disciples, to go and make 
disciples (Matt 28:19-20). As Paul wrote to the Roman Churches, “faith 
comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the 
word about Christ” ( ).10:17 Rom  
But is it simply about sharing what we have heard?  
I believe that our testimony about what God has done in our lives is far 
more powerful than repeating a message. The “word about Christ” (  Rom

changed since Christ became our Lord.  ) can include how our life has10:17
If Christ has become our Lord, then we are not simply sharing a message. 
We are sharing about the eternal change which God has done through 
Christ’s message. Let our hearts and spirits share this joy with others. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that the word about You has changed me.  



20 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

When we had ears to hear, we heard (Mark 4:9), and Jesus Christ became 
our Lord and Master. Through Him, we have also become children of God 
(John 1:12). 
As we live out the reality of Jesus’s Lordship in our lives, others may notice 
the change in our lives. They may ask about the peace, joy, and hope 
which have settled in our hearts, minds, and spirits. It is important to “do 
this with gentleness and respect” (1 Pet 3:15).  
This may include sharing our testimony of God’s goodness and 
faithfulness. Have you prepared a testimony? 
If you have not yet prepared one, perhaps you could commit to doing so 
this week? Others cannot hear what we fail to speak. Holy Spirit will guide 
you by His wisdom. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please help me to choose the right words to 
capture the story of how God has blessed me through salvation in Jesus.  

�&� 
21 October  

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.’” Matt 11:15 
Yesterday we talked about your testimony. 
Perhaps you have now written yours? If not, you can still live your 
testimony by your faithful actions. 
James, in his letter, tells his readers, “Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (1:22). Our best testimony to God’s 
glory is in living out of our new salvation through Jesus. If we truly have 
made Jesus our Lord and Saviour, we cannot help living in newness of life! 
As our lives truly live the truth of God’s message in Christ, our actions can 
be the ‘words’ which others hear (Mark 4:9). This, for them, can be the 
“word about Christ” ( ).10:17 Rom  
Live the truth of God’s Word, so that others may hear God’s truth in you.   
Pray:  Dearest Lord God, please help me to live in faithfulness to the new 
life to which You have called me. I seek to be Your witness, for Your glory. 



22 October 
“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 

As we faithfully live out the truth of Christ’s message, our witness may be 
used to call another back to the way of truth (Jas 5:19-20). 
Is Holy Spirit calling you to speak a word to another? Perhaps they are in 
the middle of a major battle. They may be struggling to hold on to hope. 
When we respond to Holy Spirit’s directions (Mark 4:9), we may be God’s 
instrument in bringing restoration to their lives. 
Jesus Himself told us, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy” 
(John 10:10a).  Without the word which Holy Spirit is calling you to share, 
the one under attack may not be directed or restored to Jesus, who 
promises life and fullness (John 10:10b). 
Pray: Thank You, Holy Spirit, for prompting me to speak with my brother or 
sister. Please guide me in the words to speak so that they will turn and be 
restored to the way of truth. 
� 

“Stop listening to instruction, my son, and you will 
stray from the words of knowledge.” 

~Prov 19:27 
� 

23 October  
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Yesterday we considered the enemy of our souls, and how he “comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10a). 
Too often, we may listen too earnestly to the lies which he wields against 
us (John 8:44). We inadvertently allow his lies to become our truth. That 
should not be! Instead, we should listen to the grace, validation, and truth 
of our Heavenly Father’s love.  
God’s is the voice to which we should pay attention. Let us honour and 
glorify Him by the attentive way we accept His truth (Mark 4:9).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times when I have not been 
sufficiently attentive to You. 



24 October 
“Are you listening to this? Really listening?” Mark 4:9 MSG 

What is the loudest voice in your head? Whose directions are you 
following? Are you leaving yourself open to the lies of the enemy?  
Jesus clearly told us, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy” 
(John 10:10a). Are you hearing the voice of the one who will steal, kill, and 
destroy? 
Listen and be attentive instead to the One who came “that [you] may have 
life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10b).   
Do not let the enemy gain a foothold in your life. Instead, protect your 
mind, heart, and spirit with the armour of God (Eph 6:11, 13-17).  
Further, “Never stop praying” (1 Thes 5:17 NLT). Keep the Lord as your 
conversation partner, taking all concerns immediately to Him, in prayer, in 
supplication, and in trust, following Jesus’s example (Luke 6:12).  
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your protection, and Your provision. 

�&� 
25 October 

“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 
As we focus our attention on God, He calls us into greater partnership with 
Him (Jas 4:8). As James further reminds us, “Whoever turns a sinner from 
the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a 
multitude of sins” (5:20).  
As we prioritise God’s truth in our heads, hearts, and spirits, the enemy 
will have less access to us. As we pay greater attention to God (Mark 4:9), 
God can also have us available as His instrument in calling others back. 
Commit your ways to Him. Then, like Samuel, we can ready ourselves to 
serve as He calls, ready to learn His voice (1 Sam 3:10).  
What an incredible privilege to be God’s instrument in the lives of others. 
May we commit ourselves to being His faithful servants. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for the call to serve You. Thank You for the privilege, 
and thank You for Your enabling. 



26 October  
“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 

As we engage with others, let us be willing to hear them well. Let us be 
attentive to what they are saying, as well as what goes unsaid. 
Do we hear their heart?  
As we listen more attentively, we will begin to sense a brief glimpse of 
what life is like as experienced by them. We will stand briefly “in their 
shoes.” This is a very privileged position. It cannot be rushed, and should 
not be taken lightly. 
As we hear them, may our ears also be open to what Holy Spirit may be 
prompting us to say to them (John 14:26). God may be calling us to be His 
mouthpiece. Listen attentively, and share what God gives you to share, 
praying that it may be received as God intended. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the privilege of being Your 
mouthpiece in the life of Your beloved. Please perfect my words so that they 
are what You desire, and what they need to hear. 

�&� 
27 October 

“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 
What a joy and privilege it is to journey with another. As we get this 
opportunity, may we listen well, attentive to what they are saying (Jas 
1:19). It may mean that we cannot share experiences that we have had 
which resonate with theirs. They need us to listen to their experience 
before we earn the privilege of sharing what we have learned. 
Sometimes they may not be able to clearly articulate what they are truly 
experiencing. Instead, they may speak in riddles or in mundane details, as 
their head and heart struggles to process what they are truly going 
through. Paul speaks to this in his letter to the Roman Churches. Even 
when we may not find the words, Holy Spirit can perfectly articulate what 
we are experiencing. He “intercedes for us through wordless groans” (Rom 
8:26). God still interprets (27). Let us listen, and trust God. 
Pray:  Dear Holy Spirit, thank You for interceding. Please help me listen 
well.  



28 October 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

Do we realise how much others may be listening to us? 
Without consciously realising it, what we say and share can be making life-
time changes to the people those around us become. 
That is not meant to frighten you, or to make you anxious. Instead, let us 
see the positive impact in this. We have the privileged joy of being able to 
remind those in our circles about how much they are loved by God, and 
what great plans He has in place for them. We can also remind them that 
they are strong, beautiful, beloved, and can walk in grace and peace.  
We can share the “word about Christ,” which can lead to faith in another 
( ).10:17 Rom  
Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You that I can make a difference. 
� 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 

them.” 
 16:25 Acts~  

� 
29 October 

“Are you listening to me? Really listening?” Matt 11:15 MSG 
When Paul and Silas were “praying and singing hymns to God,” they may 
not have realised that “the other prisoners were listening to them” (  Acts
16:25). 
We may not always recognise that others are paying attention to us. 
However, the possibility should help us to focus on being appropriate 
witnesses. Yes, it can be challenging. However, as James instructs, let us 
“be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger” (1:19). In this way, our 
words are more likely to be pleasing to the Lord.    
Pray:  Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the good example You have given us to 
follow. Holy Spirit, please guard my lips, that my words may be pleasing to 
You, and glorifying to the Father. 



30 October  
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 

This month, we have spent a lot of time considering listening. Faith “comes 
from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ” (Rom 10:17 
NLT). 
As Jesus pointed out in the Parable of the Sower, the person hearing needs 
to be properly receptive to what is heard (Mark 4:9). Being momentarily 
excited, but then quickly forgetting again, is not a faith commitment.  
Grasping the message as a wonderful answer which will mean all good 
things, but no personal cost, is also not faith. Yes, the Good News of 
salvation is a wonderful answer. While God accepts us as incredibly broken 
people (Rom 3:23), He loves us too much to not want better for us. God 
wants to cover us with His healing grace, and to restore us to the 
perfection He originally planned (Ps 139:16).  Listening, receiving, and 
committing means that our lives will grow to produce a large harvest for 
His glory (Mark 4:8).  
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the incredibly Good News made 
possible only through You. Thank You. 

�&� 
31 October 

“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 
During our time on listening this month, we have also considered some of 
the ‘thorns’ (Mark 4:7).  
What is heard may be received for a time, but then the enemy may choke 
the truth heard, attempting to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10a; Mark 
4:7).  
We focused on the importance of preparing through the Armour of God 
(Eph 6:11, 13-17). We also noted the importance of having fellow believers 
come beside us. They can encourage us, carrying our burdens, if 
appropriate, and always pray for us. They can also direct us back to the 
way of truth (Jas 5:19-20). Let us listen well, to God, and to others. 
Pray: Thank You, Holy Spirit, for prompting and guiding us.  



1 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
As we begin a new month, let us consider the second part of James’s 
advice to his readers, and “be slow to speak” (1:19). 
Sometimes we can run exactly contrary to James. We are slow to listen, 
yet quick to add our “two cents’ worth.” And where does that lead us? 
We probably do not achieve the wisdom for which James asks us to 
petition God (1:5-8). Rather, we jump ahead, speaking before we have all 
the facts, and then need to strategise a retraction. However, once said, 
words cannot be retracted. 
As we step into this new month, let us ask Holy Spirit to guide our words. 
May they be what He is calling us to share, and only that. Like Abigail, may 
we be humbly respectful in what we need to share, particularly in difficult 
circumstances. And, as James advises, before we speak, let us be quick to 
hear. 
Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, I submit myself humbly for Your prompting.  

�&� 
2 November 

“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 
have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 

Are there relationships in your life which are a lot or a little fractured 
because of exchanged words? 
While it may sometimes seem that there has been irreparable damage 
done to a relationship, God is a miracle-worker. The same God who raised 
Jesus from the dead is able to work in miraculous ways to bring 
rejuvenation to our relationships. 
This does not mean that it will happen. It simply means that it can happen. 
God is the Architect. He, who lives in Triune harmony, knows His perfect 
plans for this relationship. What can we do? We can pray. 
Pray: Oh Mighty Triune God, may Your perfect will come to pass in this 
relationship. If You will, may it be restored. 



3 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

When Abigail fell at David’s feet, she wanted an opportunity to explain 
what happened, and what David must not allow to happen (1 Sam 25:24). 
Abigail reminded David not to take revenge. Anticipating that a time would 
come when  

“the Lord has fulfilled for my lord every good thing he promised 
concerning him and has appointed him ruler over Israel, my lord will 
not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless 
bloodshed or of having avenged himself” (1 Sam 25:31a).  

When God calls us to speak, may we share with humble obedience. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to be courageous when called 
upon to speak, and to speak only what You call me to say. 

� 
“He answered, ‘Must I not speak what the LORD puts in 

my mouth?’” 
~Num 23:12  

� 
4 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 
speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 

Abigail asked David, “hear what your servant has to say” (1 Sam 25:24). 
Are we sometimes reluctant to listen to what another has to say? Would 
we prefer to plead ignorance, rather than humbly listen and know their 
truth?  
Jesus told a parable of a servant who was forgiven much debt (Matt 18:23-
27). However, that same servant refused to graciously listen to a fellow 
servant struggling to repay a considerably smaller amount (28-30).   
For our part, may we be willing to extend the grace and mercy received.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to listen with grace. 



5 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
In yesterday’s parable of the forgiven servant, the kind master had 
listened well. He was prepared to hear how the servant was unable to 
repay his debt. The master resolved to forgive the large debt (Matt 18:23-
27). In contrast, the servant was unprepared to forgive the debt owed to 
him by a fellow servant (28-30).  
There were repercussions. The other servants of the master “were 
outraged and went and told their master everything” (31). They used their 
words to promote justice. The master recalled the previously-forgiven 
servant. “Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 
on you?” (33). The mercy received could have been extended. Instead, the 
mercy denied came back on himself. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I am thankful that You have been merciful to me. 
Please enable me to recognise those opportunities where I can extend 
mercy. 

�&� 
6 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

As those forgiven through God’s gracious mercy, we should not need to be 
reminded to be forgiving of others. Yet, Jesus’s parable of the unmerciful 
servant shows human forgetfulness.   
When Abigail interceded with David, she prompted his later 
remembrance. “And when the Lord your God has brought my lord success, 
remember your servant.” (1 Sam 25:31b). 
Let us not forget God’s forgiveness. Just as the servant’s master forgave 
him his large debt, God has, in Christ, forgiven us our sin debt (Eph 1:7-8; 
Rom 3:23). Let us be ready to remember our forgiveness, and forgive. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for taking my sin upon Yourself. Thank You 
that, in You, I am forgiven.  Please help me to be forgiving of others. 



7 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
Abigail’s first words to David were “Pardon your servant, my lord” (1 Sam 
25:24). She sought to be in right standing with him, that he might hear her 
petition. She sought to save her people from any likely revenge. She also 
saw that any likely revenge could reflect badly on David later. She was 
prompting David to make good choices. 
With our words, may we also, with gentleness and humility prompt others 
to make good choices. Help them to see how their planned choices might 
impact on themselves and others. In this way, we can be God’s 
instruments in prompting them toward wise choices. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to make wise choices. Please help me 
too to humbly and gently prompt others in affirming and wise choices for 
them, that You may be glorified. 

�&� 
8 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

Abigail came to David to intercede for her people (1 Sam 24:24). In a 
similar way, we can come before the Lord in intercession. 
While Abigail may have come with some trepidation, we can come with 
confidence before a Loving and Gracious Father. This does not mean that 
we should not approach Him with audacious or disrespectful confidence. 
Rather, we approach our Heavenly Father with the confidence that He is 
all-powerful, the confidence that He cares for us as His beloved children, 
yet with the humility that our Creator God will hear our request. 
Rejoice that we can approach. Come and intercede, that you may present 
the prayer needs of those beloved to you before our omnipotent God. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunity to be Your instrument in 
the life of another. Please help me to faithfully intercede as promised. 



9 November 
“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 

have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 
David heard Abigail’s intercessory plea. In choosing not to take revenge, he 
needed to trust God with the outcome (Ps 27:14; 1 Sam 25:37-39).  
Although David might have not been ready to forgive Nabal, his agreement 
not to take revengeful action showed the beginning of heart-readiness to 
forgive. David chose to trust God, and God “kept his servant from doing 
wrong and has brought Nabal’s wrongdoing down on his own head” (39). 
May we also be ready to trust God with the outcome in our situations 
(Prov 3:5-6). 
Pray: Thank You, Triune God, that I can fully place my trust in You. 
� 
And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against 
anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may 

forgive you your sins.” 
 ~Mark 11:25 

� 
10 November  

“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 
speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 

Jesus is our perfect Role-Model in fully trusting God (Luke 22:42).  
As such, Jesus also wanted us to have hearts committed to forgiving 
others, being ready to trust God with the outcome, as David had. In His 
example prayer, Jesus prayed, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors” ( ). 6:12Matt  
Before we can intercede before God for others, we need to have handed 
all grievances to God’s keeping, forgiving others (Mark 11:25). 
Yes, that may be challenging, as it was likely challenging for David. Yet, like 
Jesus, we can choose forgiveness (Luke 23:34).  
Pray: Dearest Father God, please strengthen my resolve to offer forgiveness 
to others. Sometimes, it is a difficult struggle but, for unity with You, I forgive. 



11 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
Abigail knew that she had something important to share with David. It was 
important for the sake of her people, but it was also important for David’s 
reputation. In fact, Abigail took upon herself the fact that David’s men did 
not get the treatment they deserved when they visited Nabal’s estate (1 
Sam 25:25, 30-31). 

We also have something important to share (Matt 28:19-20). It is 
important for the present lives of our hearers, but also for their eternal 
salvation (Ps 32:1, 94:12; Rom 4:8; Jas 1:12).  
May we respectfully seek the right opportunities, as God leads (1 Sam 
25:24; Isa 6:8). 
Pray: Thank You, Dear Lord, for the opportunities to be Your faithful 
witness. Please fill me with the right combination of humility and courage, 
and give me the right words to speak in each case.  

�&� 
12 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

Sometimes, instead of needing to approach the other, God has already 
prompted them through your living faith (1 Pet 3:15). 

As we faithfully live out our faith in God (Jas 1:22), others may notice that 
we are making different choices, and experiencing things differently to 
how life unfolds for them. These could be people we regularly meet, in 
shops or playgrounds. Alternatively, they may share fellowship with us, 
through work, hobbies, or family/friend connections. In each case, God 
can shine through us in ways which impact them (1 Pet 3:1-2). 

Thank God for those He sends, and be ready to graciously share “the 
reason for the hope that you have” (15).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for opportunities to be Your witness.  



13 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
Before Abigail spoke to David, I imagine that she gave some thought to 
what she might say in order to sway him from revenge. 
In writing to his scattered readers, the apostle Peter told them,  

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect” (  3:15). 1 Pet  

Peter’s readers were to “be prepared.” Further, they were to “Always be 
prepared” (15). Do you feel prepared? Tomorrow we will talk some more 
about becoming prepared. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me in how I can answer for the hope 
which I have in You.  

�&� 
14 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

Peter’s readers were to “Always be prepared” (1 Pet 3:15). 
Like Abigail, could we take time to give some thought to what we might 
say about “the reason for the hope that [we] have“?  
How can we achieve this? We can prepare a testimony. Have you prepared 
a testimony of what God has done in your life? 
This, in a few points, tells of the difference which trusting in Jesus as Lord 
has made in our lives. We acknowledge our sinfulness, and the victory 
which God has achieved through Christ, also inviting us into fellowship as 
His children. 
As we acknowledge Jesus as our Lord, we are committing ourselves to His 
prompts. In this way, He is making our paths straight as He is the One in 
control (Prov 3:6). Our hope is in Jesus as our Lord (Rom 10:9).  
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for this opportunity to be Your witness. 



15 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
When Abigail came to David, she approached him as “your servant” (1 Sam 
25:24). Abigail did not hold a position in David’s service. Rather, Abigail 
purposefully placed herself in a humble position. She recognised that she 
and Nabal should have repaid David and his men for the protection given 
to their own shepherds (7-8, 15-17). Abigail was also offering hospitality to 
David’s men (18, 35), and good advice to David (30-31, 33). 
Has God placed you in positions where you have opportunities to be His 
witness, or to bless others for His glory? Shine for the Lord (Luke 11:33). 
Pray: Thank You, God, for my groups and networks. Please empower me. 
� 

My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. Let every 
creature praise his holy name for ever and ever. 

 ~Ps 145:21  
� 

16 November 
“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 

have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 
When Abigail came to David, she showed incredible courage (1 Sam 
25:24). She asked the man appointed “ruler over Israel” (30) to “hear what 
your servant has to say” (24). Though she had “acted quickly” (18), she 
also acted wisely. 
Is God opening a door for you to share of Him, for His glory? 
If so, may you live out Abigail’s wonderful mix of boldness and humility, 
swiftness and wisdom, courage and servant-heartedness. Take time today 
to read her full story. May God use her life and wisdom to encourage you 
to embrace your opportunities to speak. Like Abigail, may you have the 
courage to ask, “let me speak to you; hear what your [applicable role] has 
to say.” 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to be Your witness with courage and wisdom.  



17 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
When Abigail came to David, she was approaching him as one asking him 
to change his planned behaviour. 
Have you ever been called to ask another to change their planned 
behaviour? 
This may have been an intervention-type request, where you became the 
spokesperson for the group. You could each recognise that a planned 
behaviour needed to change.  
If that is you in this season, may you, like Abigail, show incredible courage 
and wisdom. Be ready to approach from servant-heartedness. Too often, 
an approach can be made from an I-know-better-than-you cockiness. This 
would not win favour. An empathetic approach might. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me in the best approach to take when 
aiming to convince others for their own good.  

�&� 
18 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

When Abigail came to David, she wanted to stop him taking revenge. 
Perhaps, rather than stopping a negative action, you are being asked to 
encourage a positive action? 
James speaks of the one who “knows the good they ought to do and 
doesn’t do it” as sinning (Jas 4:17). James saw that there were two clear 
choices: friendship with God or friendship with the world (4:4). Pursuing 
one would mean turning your back on the other.  
If the one before you is reluctant to take a positive action, listen well to 
what they have to say. Only after listening well, can you rightfully say, “let 
me speak to you (1 Sam 25:24). Possibly we will agree with their choice. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to discern Your call and prompting.  



19 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
Rather than the intervening speaker, maybe you are the hearer. Maybe 
you are the one who needs to be dissuaded from some planned action. 
As James mentioned, we can sometimes jump ahead of the Lord, making 
plans to suit ourselves (Jas 4:13-14). “Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the 
Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that’” (15).  
Sometimes, this re-orienting prompt will come from a dream (Acts 16:9). 
Sometimes, the Lord will lead another person to redirect us (1 Sam 25:24). 
Be ready to listen to the Lord’s prompting (Isa 30:21). When it comes, may 
we be “quick to hear, slow to speak” (Jas 1:19). 
Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for those You send to redirect my steps. Please help 
me to discern that it is truly Your call. 

�&� 
20 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

When Abigail came to David, she wanted to redirect him from actions 
which would be detrimental to his future (1 Sam 25:28-31).  
Has God sent someone to call us back from steps which could be 
detrimental to our future? 
James wants his readers to  

“remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way 
will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins” ( ).  5:20  

James was talking about wanderers from “the way of truth” (19).  
Could it be that you have begun to more closely follow the world’s ways 
than God’s ways? That is dangerous ground (4:4-7). Listen well to the one 
God has sent to reason with you (1 Sam 25:24), that you may be saved.  
Pray:  Oh Dear Lord, thank You for sending my companions to call me back 
to Your way of truth. Please help me to make better choices. 



21 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
When Abigail came to David, she was willing to “accept all blame in this 
matter” (1 Sam 25:24 NLT).  
Are we similarly prepared to be assessed as foolish or irresponsible so that 
we may have the opportunity to speak to someone in an influential 
position? 
God is our Lord and Saviour. Staying true to His truth, and living in 
obedience to that, is the most important call on our lives. Like Peter and 
the apostles “We must obey God rather than any human authority” (Acts 
5:29 NLT). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, I seek to be true to You in all that I say and do. 
� 
And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we 

obey him and do the things that please him. 
~1 John 3:22 NLT 

� 
22 November 

“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 
have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 

When Abigail came to David, she was willing to “accept all blame in this 
matter” (1 Sam 25:24 NLT). When we engage with others, we need to be 
especially careful not to be casting blame inappropriately. 
We need to be ready, like David, to “hear what your servant has to say” 
(24; Jas 1:19). Those who come near to speak with us may not come with 
the humility, grace, and wisdom of Abigail. Instead, they may come ready 
to pick a fight! If so, the part of Abigail may be ours to fill! 
Let us be ready to patiently hear what they feel compelled to share, 
without allowing anger to be stirred up (Jas 1:20).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to follow Your humble example. 



23 November 
“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 

have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 
Peter warned his scattered readers who were slaves to be prepared to 
“patiently endure unjust treatment” (1 Pet 2:19 NLT).  

“… if you suffer for doing good and endure it patiently, God is pleased 
with you.” (20 NLT). 

Perhaps the one coming to share a ‘truth’ with you is pursuing their own 
selfish ambitions. Nabal, Abigail’s first husband, “hurled insults” at David’s 
men, disrespecting them (1 Sam 25:14). Even his own servants recognised 
Nabal as “such a wicked man that no one can talk to him” (17). 

Whatever may be prompting the speaker before you, treat them as you 
would treat the Lord (Matt 5:45). 
Pray: Dear Father God, please help me to find the patience and endurance 
to treat well those who would hurl insults at me. 

�&� 
24 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 
speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 

Sometimes, like Abigail, we will need to share a truth which might be 
difficult to receive. Achieving this successfully may mean that we take 
some time to choose the best opportunity. 
Having intervened with David, Abigail prevented David’s revenge on Nabal. 
However, Nabal needed to be informed. Rather than share when Nabal 
“was in high spirits and very drunk” (36), Abigail waited. When “Nabal was 
sober, his wife told him all these things, and his heart failed him and he 
became like a stone” (37). Later, “the LORD struck Nabal and he died” (38). 
We need to be prepared to hear what God has to say. Let Him prompt our 
going out and our coming in. In our obedience, we will be blessed (Deut 
28:6) and God will be glorified (John 17:1-10).   
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for organising our times and our seasons. 



25 November 
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
In all our interactions, our first priority is to discern how God is guiding and 
leading us. We listen for His voice. 
Will we be able to recognise His voice? Yes, I believe we will, if we have 
spent time in His Word. Nothing He says to us will contradict anything He 
has said previously. It may not be a loud, or even audible, voice. It may be 
more of a sensation or thought which is consistent with God’s Word. 
Through God’s Word, and any voice which He chooses to speak through, 
we will be able to discern His will. Just as God chose to speak through 
Balaam’s donkey (Num 22:28), He can choose any created being to carry 
His message. God can also use a written message (Dan 5:5). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for guiding me through Your Word. Please 
help me to stay attentive and responsive. 

�&� 
26 November 

“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 
have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 

God guides us by His wisdom. He placed Jesus in a family and a culture 
which would help Him to develop in maturity and wisdom (Luke 2:52). God 
also speaks to us through those He has placed around us. He helps us to 
grow, and to mature in wisdom. 
As we follow in faithfulness, and in transformed maturity, we may be 
God’s chosen carriers of His wisdom. 
If you believe that you lack wisdom, that may be a challenging thought!  If 
so, follow the advice of James and ask God for what you need (Jas 1:5). 
Believe that God will faithfully give you what you need (6-8). God’s 
wisdom may look and sound distinctly different to earthly wisdom (3:17).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the gift of Your wisdom. Thank You for 
growing and transforming me. 



27 November  
“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 

speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 
Advent is just beginning. This is the beginning of our journey to prepare 
our hearts, minds, and spirits for the incarnation of God Himself. As we 
prepare to welcome the Infant Jesus, may we be prepared to speak about 
what Jesus means to us (1 Sam 25:24). 
Do those in your circles know that you follow Christ, and are waiting in 
joyful expectation for Christmas?  
Speak out your faith, but in a way which empowers others to share what 
they believe. Be ready to “hear what your [companion] has to say” ((1 Sam 
25:24). We share the reason for our hope with grace (1 Pet 3:15). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to prepare my heart to receive You in a new way 
this Christmas. Please help me to be open and receptive to You.  
� 
Speak up for the people who have no voice, for the rights 
of all the down-and-outers. Speak out for justice! Stand 

up for the poor and destitute 
~Prov 31:8-9 MSG 

� 
28 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “I accept all blame in this matter, my Lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 NLT 

Those in our circles may not know our beliefs. Do we know theirs? 
We cannot ask for ears to our voice if we are not prepared to give ears to 
the voices of others. Hearing and listening does not mean agreeing. 
Hearing and listening means an openness for greater understanding. 
As we listen attentively, and lay down our personal agenda, we are 
offering others a real experience of selfless love (Eph 5:1-2). Love 
generously, outpouring affirming love through the Spirit (John 7:38). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please live and love generously from my life.  



29 November 
“My master, let me take the blame! Let me speak to you. Listen to what I 

have to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 MSG 
When Abigail came to David, she was coming on behalf of others. Abigail 
had listened carefully to what her servant had told her (1 Sam 25:14-17). 
She recognised the “disaster [which was] hanging over our master and his 
whole household” (17).  Abigail interceded in order to avert disaster. 
Sometimes we may be called upon to speak to situations which are 
disastrous for others. Although we may not personally be impacted, the 
impact will be experienced by other God image-bearers (Gen 1:26-27). 
Although they may not recognise Him as their God, He may be calling to 
them as prodigal children. 
Let us listen to God’s prompts, and be prepared to speak on behalf of 
another, that He may be glorified. 
Pray:  Dearest Father God, please help me to discern Your prompts. 

�&� 
30 November 

“She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me 
speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.” 1 Sam 25:24 

When David’s servants visited Nabal, Nabal denied any knowledge of 
them, or any sense of a debt owed to them. 
For David, the attentive care he and his men had paid was suddenly seen 
as “useless” (21). The protection David and his men had given was 
appreciated (16). However, the words of one “wicked man that no one can 
talk to” (17) held sway. Habal’s words held sway until Abigail set the 
record straight (18, 23-31). 
There may be times when important work which we have undertaken is 
dismissed as irrelevant. Let us not become discouraged. As David said to 
Abigail, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who has sent you today to 
meet me” (32). God knows the contribution you are making. Trust that He 
will prompt the right people to notice at the right time. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to persevere when others deny me. 



 1 December 
 “You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 

Before an ultrasound could have confirmed it, before a gender party could 
have revealed it, or before the wisdom of old wives’ predictions could 
have foreseen it, Mary knew that she would give birth to a Son (Luke 1:31).  
Pending pregnancy and birth may fill us with a mixture of intense 
excitement, wonder, and incredible joy. Yet mixed in there too may be a 
sense of unworthiness, a little fear of the unknown and some trepidation 
about the coming changes to our bodies, our lives, and our responsibilities. 
As we prepare afresh to receive the Incarnated Lord, may our excitement, 
wonder, and joy bubble up to new levels. Rest there for now. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the gift of Your Son, Jesus. 

� 
“Sustain me, my God, according to your promise, and I will 

live; do not let my hopes be dashed.” 
 ~Ps 119:116 

� 
2 December 
“… You will become pregnant and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 NET 

Like all parents-to-be across time, Mary and Joseph were expectant. Yet 
how much time in those early weeks were taken up with issues which 
needed to be resolved (Matt 1:18-25)? 
As we prepare to re-engage with the wonder of the Lord’s incarnation, are 
there issues which need to be resolved in our lives? 
Do we need to prioritise daily time with the Lord? Do we have specific 
times with God for worship, reflection, and prayer? In this next month, 
perhaps we can create a new habit with God. Resolutions do not need to 
be taken only at the beginning of the year. Let us end the year well too.  
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the faithfulness and consistency of 
Your loving care. Please help me to build up habits of daily engagement with 
You. Please forgive me when I lapse, but please refresh me to begin again. 



3 December 
“You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 

Many of the well-known women of the Bible have struggled to conceive. 
Sarai/Sarah (Gen 11:30), Hannah (1 Sam 1:2, 5-6), Rebekah (Gen 25:21), 
and Mary’s own cousin, Elizabeth (Luke 1:7), were among them. 

Some women in our time can also struggle to conceive. Though many 
advances have been made in the intervening centuries, conceiving and 
giving birth to a healthy baby can still be beyond the experience of some 
beloved to God. 

If this is you, know that God has heard your prayer. Though it may not 
appear to be answered yet, God has heard it, just as He heard the prayer 
of Hannah (1 Sam 1:10-11). Perhaps the hour has not yet come (John 7:8). 

God may answer your prayer with a child, or He may not. Whichever is our 
experience, you can continue to trust that God’s ways are true.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, You know the ache of my heart. Please shelter me. 

�&� 
4 December 
“… You will become pregnant and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 NET 

We continue to wait in joyful anticipation to celebrate God’s incarnation. 
The hour has not yet come (John 7:8). We may also be waiting for answers 
to unanswered prayer. This may relate to children, or an entirely different 
prayer need. 

God has heard our prayers (1 Pet 3:12), but He may answer in an 
unexpected way (Isa 55:8-9). While waiting, let us trust that God’s ways 
are true.  

Let us turn our eyes to the Lord who patiently waited for the right hour to 
honour God (John 12:23). This honouring and glorification came through a 
time of pain, rejection, and agony. Yet, like childbirth, joy was the final 
outcome (John 16:21).  

Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to remain true as I wait. I know 
that You are working on my heart and in my life. Thank You. 



5 December 
“And behold, you will conceive … and bear a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 ESV 

At the beginning of this sequence, we briefly considered the excitement, 
wonder, and joy of pregnancy and birth. We also recognised that 
pregnancy may bring a sense of unworthiness, fear, and some trepidation. 
Any new role, season, undertaking, or change can include bitter-sweet 
elements. Yet, God is for us (Rom 8:31). We are not taking this journey 
alone. As the Lord says, through Isaiah (43:2) 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you 
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you 
ablaze.” 

Rest in God’s faithfulness, with confidence. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I look to You in trust. 

�&� 
6 December 

“You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 

As mentioned yesterday, upcoming changes can cause fears to rise. 
We do not need to deny that we are feeling fearful. This may be valid in 
the circumstances. Come, and lay this fear before the Lord, asking Him to 
refine you as you trust in Him. Jesus Himself experienced anguish in the 
Garden. He asked whether there was another way forward (Matt 26:39b). 
If fear is heavily gripping our hearts, minds, and spirits, perhaps we also 
want to ask God if there is another option. However, like Jesus, may we be 
prepared to accept God’s good and perfect will. “Yet not as I will, but as 
you will” (Matt 26:39c). 
Let us consider too whether God may be growing us through this season. 
Perhaps share your unspoken fears with a close friend. The enemy may be 
attempting to strip us of our confidence. Push back on his lies (Jas 4:7; 
John 8:44; 10:10a), and rest in your trust in God (Prov 3:5). 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for the friends You bring beside me. I trust You. 



7 December 
“… You will become pregnant and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 NET 

Before we step into a new season, we may be gripped by unworthiness. 
While our eyes on ourselves, we may feel unworthy of the position to 
which we have been called or for undertaking the promised future. Yet, 
when we instead fix our eyes on God, our only personal concern may be 
logistical or practical.  

“’How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?’” 
( NIV). 1:34 Luke  

Mary never doubted that God could accomplish what He had promised 
(38). As we wait for God’s will to unfold, we can trust Him. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, my trust and hope are in You.  
� 

… the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is 
his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from 

generation to generation. 
 ~Luke 1:49-50 

� 
8 December  

“And behold, you will conceive … and bear a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 ESV 

When we turn our attention from ourselves, to fix our eyes on God, our 
fears will grow strangely dim. We will recognise, without undue concern, 
that this new step is too much for us. It does not cause undue concern, 
precisely because we are not doing it in our own strength. 
While this new season may be too much for us, we are not doing it alone. 
God is with us. God is our enabler. God offers us His strength (Phil 4:13). 
More than that, God is achieving this through us through the new way that 
He is transforming and stretching us.  
God is perfectly able to do it without us. But, through His kindness and 
grace, He is enabling us.   
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for this new role, and Your strengthening.  



9 December 
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

As we step into this new role, serving the Lord (Luke 1:38), we notice that 
God has been preparing us for this role. We may have been prepared 
through previously learned skills. We may fit into this role well because of 
the networks God has led us to make. As we continue, we can begin to see 
just a few threads of God’s amazing tapestry. 
Noticing this can help us to affirm ourselves as God’s servants (Luke 1:38).  
We gladly serve Him. We are grateful for His past faithfulness. We trust 
Him with the ‘more’ to come. We can give niggly concerns to Him, 
knowing that He is trustworthy (1 Pet 5:7).  
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the amazing future which You 
have planned and are bringing to pass. Please help me to contantly look to 
You when I feel unsettled or anxious. 

�&� 
10 December 

“And Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord’” Luke 1: 38 ESV 

Mary may well has been brought up her whole life with the heart-warming 
stories of God’s faithful hand upon the Israelite people. She knew that 
God’s  

“mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to 
generation. … He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised 
our ancestors” ( ). 55-1:50, 54 Luke  

But perhaps you are a new, or first-generation, Christian.  
Even if you were not aware of God’s tender love all through your life, God 
has loved you with a faithful love. He knew you since before you were 
born (Ps 139:16). Your whole life, God has been calling you to Himself.  
God’s Word is true, and has been true, even if we were unaware. God is 
trustworthy. 
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your grace and tender care.  



11 December 
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

As we continue our preparation to receive the Incarnate Lord, let us say 
with Mary, “I am the Lord’s servant”(Luke 1:38). What does that mean? 
This is our commitment to serving the Lord in body, mind, and spirit. Is our 
thought life centred on the Lord, or is something else taking up much of 
our attention? Fix “your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our 
apostle and high priest” (Heb 3:1). Turn away from doublemindedness (Jas 
1:6-8).  
Do your actions accord with your beliefs? “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (Jas 1:22).  
As we prepare ourselves in this Second Sunday of Advent, let us step 
closer to the Lord’s perfect will. Let us ask Holy Spirit to reveal all that is 
out of accord with God’s path for our lives, or inconsistent with His ways. 
Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, please direct my attention to any thought, will, 
word, or action which is taking me out of alignment with Triune God. I seek 
to be a true and faithful servant to my Lord. 

�&� 
12 December 

“In those days …" Luke 2:1 
Do you sometimes find that you are having one of “those days”? 
While ‘all’ your friends are recounting amazing lives and experiences on 
social media, your life is going to seed, especially a seed called ‘mundane’! 
Stop! 
Is that reality, or simply your perception at a time when you would like a 
little excitement in your life? Yet, in typical human fashion, when ‘exciting’ 
things are happening, we are crying out for ‘peace’ and ‘a quiet life.’ 
Whether today is a day of special significance or a very ‘ordinary’ day, 
“This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it” (  Ps

NLT 118:24 ). God is good. Like every other day, today has joys and sadness. 
Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for daily blessings. Please help me to see them. 



13 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

Mary and Joseph had gone to Bethlehem to fulfil a census requirement 
(Luke 2:1-2). “While they were there" (Luke 2:6), God’s timing came to 
pass.   
Have you gone through a time recently, perhaps during Covid, where all 
things were out of alignment? Then, unexpectedly, like a pulled lever, all 
things came into alignment and incredible blessings flowed? That can 
happen!  
I’ve seen more than one friend suddenly land a work position that was so 
incredibly suited to their gifts, talents, interests, and passions. It was a fit 
as only God can make them.  
Have you ever experienced such a fit? If not, keep looking to God. 
Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for abiding with me.  
� 
“On your feet now—applaud God! Bring a gift of laughter, 

sing yourselves into his presence.” 
 ~Ps 100:1-2 

� 
14 December 

“And while they were there ..." Luke 2:6 ESV 
Sometimes our “while they were there” (Luke 2:6) moments can include an 
incredible array of problems. When it seems as though we have got too 
much going on, another issue comes along.  
What do we do? 
It could be that this is a God-nudge from a Loving Father, a pulling-you-
closer moment. Perhaps you had begun to drift. Maybe you were in that 
sweet spot of having “all your ducks in a row.” That’s a wonderful place, 
and we should praise God. But it is sometimes too easy to forget God then. 
However, when the tricky times come, God is foremost in our thoughts. 
Let us not allow good times to draw us away. Stay praising each day. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please forgive me when my “great” makes me forget.  



15 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

Does God use tough times to draw us back to Himself?  
Does any human parent invite trouble into their child’s life so that the 
child will run to the parent for comfort? I don’t think so. And I do not 
believe that God would place us into trials (Jas 1:12-15). God might allow 
trials to happen, but these are always used for our good and His purposes. 
Through trials, we can grow, and we can also see how we have grown 
since we last faced a similar trial. We also see how God strengthens us, 
and how He has been our protector (Isa 43:2). As we turn to Him during 
trials, we are blessed to see how He is protecting us still.  
When trouble comes, use the opportunity to draw closer to God. “While 
they were there " (Luke 2:6) can become an opportunity to sing praises to 
God (Jas 5:13; Ps 100:2). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please forgive me when I become frustrated and 
critical. Please cleanse and restore me as I humbly confess. 

�&� 
16 December 

“And while they were there ..." Luke 2:6 ESV 
Did it ever seem as though a ‘season’ would go on forever and ever? 
Sometimes, these are good seasons, friendships, work roles, or 
relationships. We want them to continue. These might be the long 
holidays of our school days, yet they came to an end.  
Change happens. 
Sometimes, we are delighted when the change happens. Sometimes the 
change is completely ‘out of the blue,’ like Covid! Sometimes, though, we 
wish that the time we love would go on and on and on. 
There is a time coming which will be on and on and on. I believe that it will 
be an incredibly blessed time, though, when we will delight in the joy of 
unending days with God Almighty (Rev 4:11).  
Pray:   Dearest Lord, please settle my heart, mind, and spirit when I yearn 
for a season to last longer than You intend. 



17 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

Sometimes, rather than yearning for a season to continue ‘for the rest of 
our days,’ we want it to stop now! 
In some cases, it is the heart-breaking agony of living through long-term 
illness. It is a grief not for the faint-hearted. A loved-one may be slowly 
deteriorating, including within the grip of Altzheimers or cancer, and you 
want their suffering to end. They are no longer the person they once were, 
and you suffer with them, even as you do not want to lose them. 
Continue to bring them to the Lord in prayer. God is their protector, their 
provider, and their comforter. If they do not yet have a recognised 
relationship with Him, pray for opportunities to assure them of His love. 
Pray:  Oh Lord, this is a heart-breaking time and an incredibly painful 
experience. Please strengthen us to live Your love as we engage. Please 
flood the medical team with Your wisdom, and please heal as You will. 

�&� 
18 December 

“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

Although there are seasons which have been draining on our time and 
energies, when “the time came” (Luke 2:6), it may still have been a time of 
heartache. In some cases, like the last nappy-change, or the last Primary 
School sick day, it may come and go but be unrecognised. The time simply 
passes. 

In other instances, the fact that the time comes is richly celebrated! A 
baby is born, offspring get married, or a graduation is achieved.  
Let us celebrate that “the time came.” Let us acknowledge it as an 
important individual and family celebration. Let us remember God’s 
faithfulness, and rejoice. 
As this Advent draws to a close, let us rejoice that “the time came.” 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for coming.  



19 December 
“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

As the time for rememberance and celebration of Christ’s birth draws ever 
nearer, let us take stock. Are our hearts, minds, and spirits ready? 
Very likely our attention has been on having our home and presents ready. 
However, it is also important to ready the home of our heart for the Lord’s 
presence. 
No, this is not another task to add to your To Do list. Rather, it is a matter 
of refocusing within the To Do so that your heart, mind, and spirit are 
aligned with the Lord’s. 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You that I can joyfully anticipate the celebration of 
Your presence, and walk closely with You each day.  
� 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.  

~Rom 5:1-2 
� 

20 December 
“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

In the middle of the pre-Christmas rush, is it possible that you have set 
aside the true meaning of Christmas?  
I fully accept that it is a crazy-busy time. More than the usual food will 
need to be purchased, if you are planning Christmas at your place. If not, 
your purchasing may still be different, in allowance for the time that you 
will be away.  
As you shop, add a little extra to add to church or community collections 
for those doing it tougher this year. We honour God by how we love 
others (Jas 1:27). 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your example of generosity and grace.  



21 December 
“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

Just like that, Christmas is less than a week away, while Easter seems to 
have happened just six weeks ago! 
Christmas comes to fullness at Easter. The Child who was born came to die 
so that others may be reborn to new life (John 1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6; Rom 
10:9). Through Jesus’ life and death, we can know freedom and new life 
(John 3:16; Rom 6:23; 2 Cor 5:21). We are covered by His blood (1 Pet 
2:24). Respond to His call (Gal 2:20; Titus 2:14). 
At a time when we are juggling calls to parties, and seating, 
accommodation, or booking arrangements around relationships and 
fractures, let us not forget our most important relationship.  
Hear His call, and let us prepare our hearts for Christmas by reflecting on 
the wonder and blessing of our Risen King.   
Pray: Dear God, please help me to liberally extend grace in my 
circumstances,  knowing that You took on flesh, and gave it up to save us. 

�&� 
22 December 

“…the time came for her baby to be born.” Luke 2:6 NLT 

As Mary and Joseph journeyed toward Bethlehem, they likely knew that 
the time was drawing near for them to become new parents. In the middle 
of this world-changing event is a woman expectant with her first Child.  
As Christmas time draws nearer, may we aware of each individual life with 
which ours makes contact. Christmas can be a time of stress, anxieties, 
and triggers in the lives of many. Is there a way that we can make simple 
changes which might make this season easier, especially for those most 
beloved to us?  
Let us also commit to praying for them, raising them before God’s throne 
of grace (1 Pet 5:7). While we prepare to celebrate the Christ Child, may 
His light and love shine from our hearts (1 John 3:16). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to be ready, and walk in Your will each day. Be 
glorified in my life as I commit my ways to You. 



23 December 
“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 ESV 

Now there are simply days to go before we celebrate that Jesus became 
flesh over two thousand years ago (John 1:14). Now, today, let us make 
time for our Saviour.  
While birthing can come along unexpectedly, we can be intentional in 
setting aside time to be with the Lord. He stepped out of eternity to be 
with us!  
Today, let us book some time to simply rest in God’s Word. Let our hearts 
soak in the reality that God became flesh that we might know the fullness 
of eternal life through Him (John 1:14; Gal 3:13). 
Today, let us come to Him. Let us rest in His grace, and spend time seeking 
His heart and His will as we rest in His love (Matt 11:28-30). Be still. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, I seek to spend time with You. 

�&� 
24 December 

“…the time came for her baby to be born.” Luke 2:6 NLT 
Mary’s pregnancy was about to end, and a new life was about to enter the 
world. Jesus was coming in the flesh, to experience life as we know it. 

When we are born again, we enter a new realm of life. We are changed 
and made new, born of the Spirit, and with a new eternity (John 3:3-6). Let 
us pray that others may know new birth, having the scales fall from their 
eyes (Acts 9:18), and know heart and spirit renewal (Ezek 36:26).  

Ask the Lord to come afresh into our lives, and in ways which will 
positively impact others. May their time come (Luke 2:6) to receive Jesus 
as their Saviour.  

Refresh and renew your commitment to Him today, that you may be His 
shining light before others.  

Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please reignite my passion for my Saviour. Come 
and refresh my relationship, renew my passion, set aflame my love for Him. 



25 December 
“… and she gave birth to her firstborn, a [S]on.” Luke 2:7 

It is Christ-mas! A day to celebrate that God come among us! 
Hallelujah! God Himself took on flesh and all heaven rejoiced (Luke 2:13)!  
Jesus was born in David’s city, as foretold (Matt 2:5-6; Micah 5:2, 4; Luke 
2:11). Jesus is “Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11 ESV). 
Delight in the newborn Baby. But delight too that God, whom we rejected 
(Gen 3:6-7; Rom 3:23), has sent His only Son. He will live among us, and 
then grow up to save us, restoring for us our connection with the Father 
(John 3:15-18; Rom 6:23). 
Delight in the Father’s love, the sweet fellowship of Jesus, and the 
comforting joy of the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:1-8). Come and rejoice; the Lamb 
has come. 
Pray:  Thank You, my King Jesus, our Triune God, for joy and hope  in You.  
� 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 
 ~Luke 2:11 ESV 

� 
26 December 

“… a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:11 
How we can rejoice! Humanity had rejected God, but God became human 
so that He could restore humanity to God (John 3:16). 

God, “your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones 
should perish” (Matt 18:14). 

In the glow of Christmas, is there an opportunity to share the Good News?  
Maybe we could share how His story has been Good News in our lives? 
Share your test-imony of how He was with you and brought you through 
your test (Heb 13:5; 2 Cor 1:3-4). If you have not yet been baptised, that 
could be a way to invite others to know Jesus (Mark 1:8). 
Pray:  Dear Holy Spirit, please guide me in sharing the Good News. 



27 December 
"She wrapped [H]im snugly in strips of cloth ...” Luke 2: 7 NLT 

For Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, a new normal had arrived. Mary wrapped her 
newborn Son “snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no lodging available for them” (Luke 2: 7 NLT).  
This reality may not have exactly matched up with Mary’s ‘kindergarten 
dreams,’ but Mary gladly took on the responsibilities which God gave to 
her (Luke 1:38).   
This past year might now have resulted in the Christmas you might have 
anticipated as last year drew to an end. Yet, as you look back, you may 
already be able to appreciate what God has achieved in your life, or can 
recognise the beginning steps toward a better future. 
Let us step forth with commitment and faithfulness to the role which God 
has led us to embrace. Like Mary, take the next step, and the next (Luke 
2:7, 51-52), faithfully following as God leads. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your guidance and grace.  

�&� 
28 December 

"…and placed [H]im in a manger ...” Luke 2: 7 
Mary “placed [Jesus] in a manger” (Luke 2:7). Joseph may likewise be 
looking on, and seeing a disconnect with the plans he had made for this 
infant Son. As a carpenter, Joseph may already had fashioned appropriate 
bedding for the God-child. However, placing Jesus in that has been 
delayed (Matt 2:14-15). 
Perhaps plans or expectations you held dear have gone unmet. The time 
may not yet be right. If God planted this vision or goal in your heart, you 
can trust that He will bring it to pass in His perfect timing.    
However, we need to be mindful of taking our plans to the Lord. James 
reminds us to say, “If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that” 
(4:15). Commit your plans to the Lord, “and he will show you which path to 
take” (Prov 3:6).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, I commit myself to Your will, for Your glory.  



29 December 
"I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.”  

 Luke 2: 10 NLT 
How we rejoice and celebrate at the joy of new birth! 
When Jesus was born, all heaven celebrated (Luke 2:9, 13). This was 
indeed “good news that will bring great joy to all people” (10). We too are 
counted among those people for whom this is good news.  
Have you shared the Good News of the Gospel with others? 
You know that the Lord Jesus later asked His disciples to “go and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19 NLT). You know that this 
instruction is for you too, but perhaps you are not sure how you can do it? 
Invite the Holy Spirit to instruct you. 
Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, please lead toward opportunities where I may be 
able to share the Good News as I understand it. Please protect me from 
difficult questions, or lead me as I rely on You for the answers.  

�&� 
30 December 
"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people.” Luke 2: 10  
Let us commit ourselves to asking God to lead us to others who may need 
to hear His Good News.  

Yes, that is an audacious prayer. It takes courage. But, as the angels 
announced to the shepherds at Bethlehem, “Do not be afraid” (Luke 2: 
10).  Yes, of course it is tempting to back down, but we should keep our 
eyes on Jesus.  

Jesus came to live among us. Jesus is our Example in following God the 
Father’s path. Let that be our prayer too. “Not my will, but Yours be done” 
(Luke 22:42). 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, please lead me to others who may need to hear 
Your Good News. I seek to honour You.  



 31 December 

“Why are you sleeping?” … “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation.”  22:46 Luke  

As difficult as it is to believe, another year is drawing to a final close. That 
means that we are another year closer to Christ’s return. 
As we look ahead to 2023, let us commit to facing each day with joy and 
courage, committing ourselves to God’s will. Whatever we may face, we 
can be confident that we will not journey alone (Heb 13:5).  

Come this time next year, we will be able to say with David, “The Lord is 
my shepherd, I lack nothing” (Ps 23:1). 
Live in the reality of that trust and grace, confident of God’s love. 

Pray: How joyfully we can finish this year, Lord, knowing that You will be 
with us in each step of the coming journey. Thank You, Amen! 
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“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 
other, for love covers a multitude of sins. God has given each of 
us a gift from [H]is great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 
well to serve one another. Do it with all the strength and energy 
that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God 
through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to [H]im forever and 
ever! Amen. (1 Pet 4:8, 10, 11 NLT) 
The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts and we 
pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 
Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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