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This booklet is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide Jesus’ 
followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is never, 
under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 
message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 
things’ (Joel 2:20).  2022 
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Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 
meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 
Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 
Lord...being transformed into the same image from one degree 
of glory to another, which is from the Lord, who is the Spirit”. (2 
Corinthians 3:18 NET*) 
 

PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 
Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 
Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the NIV translation of the Holy Bible. 
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1 July 
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

As we begin a new devotional, let us begin with God. 
He is our beginning, our Creator. He was there before time began. God 
lives outside time and space. 
As we begin another devotional, may we recognise and celebrate God’s 
omnipotence, His omniscience, and His omnipresence. God is all powerful, 
knows everything, and is present everywhere. Yet, if you truly know God’s 
heart, you will feel affirmed, comforted, and at peace about that, rather 
than experience any sense of unease or threat.  
God is good (Mark 10:18). God is love (1 John 4:8, 16).  
Come and share together, experiencing the depth, steadfastness and 
sincerity of God’s love. Let us soak afresh in His Word, knowing, and 
experiencing His faithfulness.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, help me to keep my eyes on You, my God, my Saviour. 



 

2 July 
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

God lives outside time and space. 

Have you ever felt the urge to step outside time and space, to take a day 
off?  

If today is one of those days, come, step behind the curtain and take some 
alone time with God. He longs and delights to welcome you to quiet, 
intimate time with Himself (Jas 4:5). 

Come, lay down whatever angst, burdens, or painful experiences you are 
struggling to carry. God welcomes you. He longs to help you. “Cast all your 
anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Pet 5:7). 

Come, and know God’s mercy and grace.  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You that I can come to You with my 
burdens, anxieties, and fears. Help me afresh to know Your strengthening. 

�&� 
3 July  

"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 
Yesterday we talked about wanting to step away with God. Is it because 
we are feeling overwhelmed with anxiety about all that lays ahead? Have 
we taken on too much? 
It can be difficult to say “No.” It can feel self-centred to give preference to 
one person or task above another. Yet God, who created time and us, 
knows that we need rest. God rested (Gen 2:2-3), and He calls us to rest. 
“Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest” (Exod 
34:21).   
Come away for a time of rest in the Lord. “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28). Come, and be 
refreshed. 

Pray: Dear Father God, I choose to rest in You. Please give me Your rest in 
body, mind, and spirit. 



 

4 July 
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

On this day, a day for celebrating freedom, may we know and experience 
freedom. “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” (Gal 5:1). 
Through His death, Jesus has set you free! Have you become enslaved to 
the agendas or opinions of others?  

Sometimes, in seeking to experience loving relationships, we can offer up 
our time and our energies in ways which are unhealthy for us. God does 
not want us to be overburdened with carrying the load meant for another. 
God has planned His path for us (Ps 139:16; Jer 29:11; Eph 2:8-10). As our 
friends and family members lean into God, He will be the strength and 
comfort they need. We share their heavy burdens (Gal 6:2), but “each one 
should carry their own load” (Gal 6:5). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please give me wisdom in burden-sharing.  
� 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love 
one another, be compassionate and humble. 

~1 Peter   3:8  
� 

5 July  
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

In the beginning, before any day had come to pass, “all the days ordained 
for me were written in your book” (Ps 139:16). God knows the plans He has 
put in place for you (Jer 29:11). We are “God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works” (Eph 2:10). 
Yes, part of God’s plan for you will likely include the part that you will play 
in the lives of those around you. But, rather than become exhausted in 
fulfilling the demands of others, come and ask God to guide you to His 
good works. What does that look like? Commit all requests in prayer. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for Your guiding wisdom. I seek to walk 
in God’s perfect plan for my life, with You as my Guide and Comforter.  



 

6 July 
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

Earlier this week, we touched on that desire to step away. Maybe, rather 
than stepping away from the inappropriate demands of others, we are 
struggling with anxieties. Are you anxious about the future? Do you 
struggle with ‘What-ifs’? 
Have you ever seen a child struggling to walk in a parent’s shoes? It’s a 
struggle because they are not meant to be stepping into something so big 
and burdensome. Just maybe, this is how God’s sees your anxieties. 
Bring them to Him! He longs to help you. “Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you” (1 Pet 5:7). If you can today, whether for one 
dedicated minute, or for a longer period, come to God.  God welcomes 
you. Take time, and consciously list or write out those things which are 
terrifying you, or keeping you awake at night. God already knows but, in 
speaking or writing them in a list, you may be able to more consciously 
give them to Him, for Him to sort out. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, these are my worries and anxieties. Thank You. 
 

�&� 
7 July 

"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 
How freeing to take your hands and heart and shoulders away from those 
things weighing you down! You can, because you have now placed them in 
God’s hands.  
Don’t take them back! The enemy will try to convince you that you should. 
The enemy will tell you that God’s ways are different, which they are, but 
that you will not be happy with how He does things.  

To be clear, you may not like God’s ways, but hear me out. If God, who is 
outside time and space, knowing the beginning from the end (Rev 22:13), 
chooses this way, is this not the best way? Could your way possibly be 
better? No!! God, who made you, knows you best. Trust Him.  

Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to accept Your will and way. 



 

8 July 
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

God, who is from the beginning (Gen 1:1), knows what is best for us. The 
enemy will taunt us that we will not be happy with God’s ways. As we saw 
yesterday, that may be the case, temporarily. We may experience 
frustration that God does not do things exactly how we might have 
wanted. But, as we look at this same situation in the rear-view mirror, we 
will almost certainly be glad that God did it in the way He did. If not now, 
we will when we finally meet God face to face.  

How do I know this? I know this because “Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows” (Jas 1:17). God is ongoing perfection. 
The ‘great solution’ we see today, may be viewed quite differently 
tomorrow. We can “change like shifting shadows” (17). 

Pray: Thank You, Dearest Father God, for how You are working in my life. 
Although some of Your ways do not make sense to me now, I trust You.  

�&� 
9 July 

"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 
Sometimes we want to step outside time and space because our present is 
too painful.  
Maybe you have done something, large or small, which has caused friction 
between you and some people in your life. If those people are beloved to 
you, this can feel particularly devastating! If you can, make amends, offer 
forgiveness, or be prepared to say, “I’m sorry,” even if you do not carry the 
responsibility alone. [Not applicable to domestic violence; get help.]  
What you have done may have consequences, but God is the God of 
second chances. Confess, and come to Him (1 John 1:9; Jas 4:8). He is not 
rejecting you. Come, lay down whatever angst, burdens, or painful 
experiences you are struggling to carry (1 Pet 5:7).  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for lifting my sins from me.   



 

10 July 
"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 

Sometimes we want to step outside time and space because our present is 
too painful through ill health, our own or another’s.  
Pain, chronic illness, pending death; these can be difficult to be around. 
Those suffering do not want to be a burden. Those present may not know 
what to say or do.  

Like Peter, we can pray for healing, in Jesus’s mighty name (Acts 3:6-7). 
But we also know that God’s answer is sometimes, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). While we 
pray, we can also be present, asking Holy Spirit to give us words which will 
bless and encourage them (Rom 8:26-27). 
Pray: Dearest Triune God, please work through me for Your glory. 
� 
No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. Instead, bless 
– that’s your job, to bless. You’ll be a blessing and also get 

a blessing. 
~1 Pet 3:9 MSG 

� 
11 July 

"In the beginning God …" Gen 1:1 
For whatever reason, our desire to step away can lead us to God. As we 
draw near, He draws near (Jas 4:8). But it is also important that we not 
draw back from affirming engagement with others.  
The enemy would have us isolated and separated, straining under the guilt 
and temptations he sends our way. Instead, “confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective” (Jas 5:16).  
Stand together, sharing honestly, with transparency, stepping into 
vulnerability safely, as the Lord leads.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, I know Your heart for the vulnerable. Please guide me 
in trusting wisely. 



 

12 July 

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 
Is there a skill you can clearly remember learning from another? 
Maybe your piano teacher comes to mind. Maybe your first thought is 
with one of your parents and learning to write, or ride a bicycle, or how to 
tie your shoelaces. 
We often learn by example. When it comes to love, our example is Jesus. 
What an amazing example He set for us. Where before we were selfish or 
manipulative with our love, Jesus showed us a love which is self-giving. 
Do you, or did you, have someone in your life who was a great model for 
self-giving love? Maybe today would be a great opportunity to thank them 
for their example. If that is no longer possible, perhaps instead, or as well, 
you could pay it forward. You could offer someone self-giving love today. 
Be the difference that someone else needs to see and experience in loving 
kindness today. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your steadfast love. Please overflow my 
heart with that generous, self-giving love. 

�&� 
13 July 

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 
Have you experienced the life-giving love of the Lord in your life?  
If not, maybe today is the day to offer yourself to the Lord as a recipient 
and instrument of His love. Ask Holy Spirit to open your eyes to how God 
has already been loving you. Maybe He has already surrounded you with 
friends who will lead you to Him. Maybe He has given you opportunities to 
work, study, or volunteer with those who have experienced His love. If so, 
ask them today to tell you about their experience of God’s love.  
If you have already experienced the blessing of God’s life-giving love, 
‘splash’ another with some of His overflowing love today. 
Pray: Dearest Triune God, thank You for how You are loving me generously. 
Please help me to love others well, following Your example. 



 

14 July  

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 
If you do not yet know Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, invite Him into your 
heart today. He has been shining His love on you, but also yearns to have a 
close and intimate relationship with you (Jas 4:5).  
Commit to Him. “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me” (John 
12:26).  
Come, follow Him.  
If you have made that commitment today, reach out to someone at your 
church or to a Christian friend. If you do not know any Christians, you will 
find my details at the front of this booklet, and I will do what I can to link 
you to a church community.  
Come, and know the One who died to save you. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for reconciling us to the Father, and 
inviting us to call God our Father too. 

�&� 
15 July 

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 
Jesus “loved [His own] to the end” (John 13:1).  

Judas betrayed Him, Peter denied Him, all of them fled (Mark 14:50). Yet, 
Jesus chose to love “them to the end” (John 13:1). 

Even when we make mistakes, even when we deny Him, even when we 
are deathly afraid, Jesus stands ready to welcome us back, and forgive us. 
This is not simply a “okay, I will let this one go” sort of forgiveness. John 
assures us that “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Even those things which we did not realise had offended God or caused 
Him pain will be purified in us. If you might have unconfessed sins, come 
now in total trust.  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for forgiving me.  



 

16 July 
"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 

Jesus “loved [His own] to the end” (John 13:1). Though they had fallen 
short, Jesus continued to faithfully love them, and gave His life for them. 
When others fall short, may we be prepared to love them anyway. May 
their foibles not put us off from loving them generously and graciously. 
This is how God has loved us. May we richly shine Jesus’s example in our 
lives. No, it will not always be easy, but we are asked to begin afresh every 
single time.  
When you feel most likely to fail, and when loving is most difficult, 
remember that God “first loved us” (1 John 4:19), when we were still 
sinners, broken, and unlovable. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for Your living example, and Your love.  
� 

“If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, 
keep your tongue from speaking evil and your lips 

from telling lies. 
~ 1 Pet 3:10 NLT 

� 
17 July 

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 
God showed His love to us in sending His only Son to die in our place, and 
creating a way for us to live through Him (1 John 4:9). 
Although we turned from God, rejecting His ways, and choosing to pursue 
our own preferences (Gen 3:6), God still loves us. We all, in our own way 
and our own time, push against God’s ways and wishes (Rom 3:23). None 
is sinless (1 John 1:8), save for the One who came to die for sinners. None 
of us can rely on our own merits. We have all failed. 
Yet, failure is not the end for us. May we be willing to look past the failings 
of others. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to keep loving past the failures.  



 

18 July 
"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 

Do we find it easier to love people who are far away? 

During Covid, it may have been easier to love some people. Through 
forced separation, we may not have had to tolerate those quirky habits, 
their personal idiosyncrasies, or that funny way they have of looking over 
their glasses or manipulating their false teeth with their tongue.  
Yet, now that we have had greater opportunities to be back together 
again, do we find those same irritations setting our teeth on edge?  
John reminds us, “whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom 
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen” (1 John 4:20). 
Through the care and grace which we extend to those we can see, let us 
shine the love we feel for our loving God whom we cannot yet see with 
our natural eyes. These ones whom we can see are beloved to Him. 
Through them, we can be loving to Him.  
Pray: Dearest Father God, I seek to show my love for You through the ways 
that I show loving concern for others. 

�&� 
19 July 

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 
The focus verse we have been using tells us ‘why’ we love God. But ‘how’ 
do we love God? 

Paul, in his letter to the Corinthian church reminds us what love should 
look like. “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres” (1 Cor 13:4-7). 

Just as Jesus is our Role Model for ‘why,’ He is also our Role Model for 
‘how.’ If you want to see how to love well, look to Jesus.  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for loving me faithfully and well. 



 

 20 July 
"Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage 

and do it.”  Ezra 10:4 

Do you believe that God is calling you to something more in your life? 
Maybe there is a certain inexplicable sense of excitement in heart, mind, 
and spirit when we participate in a certain type of activity or ministry. 
Maybe it is that certain feeling you have when we are using a particular 
skill or gift. It could be a sense that you are exactly where God wants you 
to be. Or it may feel like an invitation to do more with that ministry, gift, or 
people group. 
If you feel like you want to go further, like Peter in the boat to Jesus on the 
water, say “Lord, if it’s you … tell me to come to you on the water” (Matt 
14:28).  
Pray: Dearest Triune God, please give me discernment and wisdom about 
what You are calling me to do. I seek to wholeheartedly follow You. 

�&� 
21 July  
"Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage 

and do it.”  Ezra 10:4 

Do you have the courage to ask the Lord, “Lord, if it’s you … tell me to 
come to you on the water” (Matt 14:28)? 
Perhaps, instead, you have the sense that you should pursue it, but it is an 
inconvenient time at present. Maybe like those whom Jesus called to 
follow Him, you have commitments (Luke 9:59-62).  
Let us not give excuse after excuse, as Moses (Exod 3:11-4:17) and Gideon 
did (Jdg 6:13-15). Instead, let us “Rise up; this matter is in your hands” 
(Ezra 10:4). 
Trust that the God who called you is able to strengthen and protect you. 
He is also able to open doors for you, and to anoint you for all the things to 
which He has called you. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your incredible invitation. Please fill me 
with courage. 



 

22 July 
"Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage 

and do it.”  Ezra 10:4 

Perhaps, instead, you have got the courage, but not the support what was 
offered to Ezra. “We will support you, so take courage and do it” (Ezra 10:4).  
Do you believe that God has anointed you for this ministry or people 
group? Do you believe that He has appointed you to exercise these 
spiritual gifts? Then lean into the Lord and ask Him to make the way 
forward.  
Ezra, before receiving this commitment from the Israelites, “was praying 
and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down before the house of 
God” (Ezra 10:1). Ezra was appealing to God’s mercy because he knew that 
their sinfulness meant that “not one of us can stand in your presence” 
(Ezra 9:15). Beseech God to bring His will to pass. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I submit all that I am and have to You. 
� 
Here’s what you do: Say nothing evil or hurtful; Snub evil 
and cultivate good; run after peace for all you’re worth. 

   ~1 Pet 3:11 MSG 
� 

23 July 
"Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage 

and do it.”  Ezra 10:4 

Sometimes we do not receive support because we appear to be making 
this ministry about securing glory for our names. 
The work of the Lord must be about bringing glory to the Lord. He is the 
One to whom we seek to pay homage. He is the One whom we seek to 
have glorified. He is the One who has called us according to His perfect 
plans. He is the One who has enabled us to serve in this way. 
To God be the glory.  
Confess any desire for self-glory. God’s gifts are to honour Him. 
Pray: Please forgive me, Lord, when I become prideful. 



 

24 July 
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

praise to God." Rom 15:7 

I am sure that many of us had experiences in school, or sports, where we 
did not feel accepted. For some of us, that led us to change ourselves so 
that we could know acceptance. But, in doing that, we simply become a 
copy of somebody else. That is not what God has called us to do. 
God has called, and accepted, each of us as individuals. He knows the 
perfect plans He has for us, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future” (Jer 29:11). You also know that you 
are God’s workmanship (Ps 139:14), “created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works” (Eph 2:10). 
See yourself as God sees you, unique, beautiful, made for His purposes, 
and for His glory, but which represents hope and a future for you. 
Pray: Thank You, Dearest Lord, for accepting me. 

�&� 
25 July 

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God." Rom 15:7 

Christ has accepted you (Rom 15:7). God loves us, unconditionally (Lam 
3:22-23). God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). 
We need to hear that again. God, who is love, loves us unconditionally 
(Lam 3:22-23; 1 John 4:8, 16).  
When the enemy tries to convince you otherwise, please remember that! 
Please accept yourself. Accept yourself as loved and as beloved to God. 
Others too love you, even if they struggle to articulate or demonstrate 
their love in ways which mean the most to you. 
When we know ourselves as beloved, we can step with greater purpose 
into the wonderful plans which God has for us. Attune your ears to God’s 
Word and will, and reject the lies of the enemy. “Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you” (Jas 4:7). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for accepting me, and loving me deeply. 



 

26 July  
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

praise to God." Rom 15:7 

When we can know and accept that God showers us with an incredible 
and unconditional love (Lam 3:22-23), we can see that we are made to be 
conduits of His incredible love (Gen 12:1-3). 
Step into God’s amazing, soul-saturating love, knowing His acceptance 
with grace. Then, “with one mind and one voice” in Christ, glorify God 
(Rom 15:6). In so doing, let us “Accept one another … just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God” (7). 
As we turn from all that would create division in our relationship with God, 
we find that our friendship grows and blossoms (Jas 4:4). God, who has 
compassion on us (Isa 54:10), as He knows the frailty of our frames (Ps 
103:14), still draws near as we draw near to Him (Jas 4:8). 
Pray: O Dearest Lord, how generously You love us, not dismissing the frailty 
of our frame, but nevertheless accepting that we need You.  

�&� 
27 July 

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God." Rom 15:7 

Just as you know acceptance, reach out generously with acceptance to 
others. What does that look like? 
Listen well.  
This is not the listening which is mentally searching for the perfect answer 
while their first phrase is still leaving their mouth. 
It is not the listening which is measured in sand grains in an egg timer, or 
with a maximum character allowance. Let us be prepared to receive the 
sand and shards as well as the pearls.  
Listening is about acceptance and presence. That is our present to the one 
with us. Nothing in their situation may change but, through you, they have 
been heard. That is a treasure. 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please still my tongue so that I may listen well.  



 

28 Jul 
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

praise to God." Rom 15:7 

Yesterday, we read that “Listening is about acceptance and presence.” 
Why are we focused on listening well?  
We listen with acceptance because we know the value in being accepted. 
We listen with presence and grace because we know what it is like to have 
Christ accept us. We listen with acceptance so that the God we serve may 
be glorified for the work He is doing in us and in others. 
Listening cannot be about us. True listening is other-focused. 
Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for accepting me. Please grow my 
skills for listening well so that You may be glorified.  

� 
The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and 
his ears are open to their prayers. But the Lord turns his 

face against those who do evil.  ~1 Pet 3:12 NLT 
� 

29 July 
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

praise to God." Rom 15:7 

True listening is about being other-focused.  
When we pay attention to God’s Word, we are being Other-focused. We 
are being attentive to what God has said.  
Have you noticed that a verse, which has previously not resonated with 
your spirit, suddenly takes on new meaning and focus? It may be because 
it was a word for this season, or perhaps its meaning has unravelled more 
clearly because of a season just ended.  God’s Word is “alive and powerful 
… sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword” (Heb 4:12 NLT). 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for how You are opening my 
understanding to God’s Word through what I am learning. 



 

30 July  
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

praise to God." Rom 15:7 

We are being attentive to what God has said. We are other-focused. We 
read of His faithfulness, and we recognise and rejoice His work, His will, 
and His plans.  
These are a comfort to us, but they also help us to focus on God as God. 
We respect His might and majesty. We recognise His purposefulness. We 
come to see the perfection of His plans. As we look to God, we may also 
see the work He is doing in the lives of others.  
In addition to accepting and glorifying God, it also helps us to accept the 
journeys and challenges of other. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God." Rom 15:7. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for how amazingly You have accepted me. 
Please help me to glorify You for all that You do and have done, and to also 
extend that acceptance to others. 

�&� 
31 July 

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God." Rom 15:7 

Being truly attentive to God’s Word, we recognise that God is also loving 
and attentive toward us. We know God’s voice and promises from His 
Word, and we are comforted in our sorrows. We read of His faithfulness, 
and we are assured in our trials.  
Before we can accept another, or even accept that God accepts another, 
we need to know that we are accepted. Sometimes, before that can 
happen, we need to accept ourselves. We need to hear and absorb what 
God says about us. He loves us! 
When we can see past our failures, and accept the love of God, we can let 
down our guard. We can be vulnerable with others. In accepting ourselves 
as lovable, we open the way to accept God’s acceptance of others. 
Pray: Thank You, Triune God, for accepting me. Please help me accept too.  



 

1 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Are we sometimes a little confronted because we are not treated in as 
“special” a way as we believe we deserve? 
There may be many reasons for deeming ourselves as “special.” It could be 
based on our perceived giftedness, our unique contribution to those 
present, our long experience, our educational qualifications. Yes, it may 
relate to pridefulness.  
Perhaps there is a “special” treatment, experience, or position which we 
believe we deserve. How do we feel when others are treated “exactly as 
he treated us”? (Acts 15:9).  
In this case, Peter is clarifying from his experience with Cornelius (Acts 
10:9-11:18). This is also the same truth which Paul reaffirms to the 
Galatian Church.  “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28).  
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You that You created us equal. 

�&� 
2 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

If God, who created all, " treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  
(Acts 15:9 MSG), should we not do the same? 
If we presume to treat people differently than the treatment which we 
expect, are we not pushing back on God who created all equal? 
Are we telling God that ours is a higher standard, since we believe that we 
should stick to it? This certainly was Peter’s hesitation in the rooftop 
vision! “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. ‘I have never eaten anything 
impure or unclean.’ The voice spoke to him a second time, ‘Do not call 
anything impure that God has made clean.’” ( ).15-10:14 Acts  
May we not call ‘unworthy’ what God has called equal. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me when I have scorned those for whom 
You suffered and died. 



 

3 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Could we ever be accused of treating others, even ‘outsiders,’ differently? 
Perhaps these are the thoughts of those in the assembly to whom James 
wrote.  
And yet, when the one with the gold rings came, they fawned over him. In 
contrast, the one poorly dressed was dismissed to standing-room-only. 
Could James write they “treated the [poor man] exactly as [they] treated 
[the rich man] (Acts 15:9 MSG)? No, James could not (Jas 2:1-6). 
Why did James’s readers fawn over the rich man? They probably saw more 
benefit for themselves in ingratiating themselves with the rich man. The 
poor man could offer no connections, no opportunities. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me when I only see opportunities in 
engaging with others, rather than an opportunity to bring You glory.  
� 

For who is going to harm you if you are devoted to 
what is good? ~1 Pet 3:13 NET 

� 
4 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Why are we confronted when we are not treated in as “special” a way as 
we believe we deserve? 
Maybe we are okay with how “the system” works. We condone receiving 
special attention because that is “simply the way things work.” We may 
even realise that we had a problem with it previously. But now, “the 
system” works in our favour. 
Yet, if “outsiders [are not treated] exactly as he treated us” (Acts 15:9 
MSG), are we not contradicting the Lord’s will and practice? 
Let us treat all as we would like to be treated. “If you really keep the royal 
law found in Scripture, ‘Love you neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing right 
(Jas 2:8).  
Pray:  O Lord Jesus, thank You for reminding me to do what is right. 



 

5 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

If the Lord has very clear ideas about how He wants others to be treated, 
but we act contrary to that, are we not setting ourselves against God?  
Gamaliel addressed the Sanhedrin after Peter and John’s healing of the 
lame man. His speech included, “’ … if it is from God, you will not be able 
to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.’” 

.)5:39 Acts(  
In choosing a position contrary to God’s (Acts 15:9), we may “find 
yourselves fighting against God.’” (Acts 5:39). 
Instead, let us treat all with loving, attentive kindness, and grace. 
Pray: Thank You, my Lord Jesus, for the reminder that all people want and 
need to be treated with loving, attentive kindness, and grace. 

�&� 
6 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Jesus, during His time among us, showed us again and again that equality, 
rather than favouritism, was important to Him. 
Shortly before He died, Jesus told one of the criminals crucified beside Him 
that that day he would be in Paradise with Jesus (Luke 23:43). This was not 
a man who ‘deserved’ special treatment. He had not committed himself to 
any ministry work. He had not faithfully followed Jesus. He simply asked, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” ( ). He 23:42 keLu

s Peter later was trusting in Jesus. Aacknowledged Jesus as Lord. He 
 ”And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved“affirmed, 

).2:21 Acts(  
We do not know how God has been working in the minds, hearts, and 
spirits of others. God may be at work, “beginning at the very center ...”  
(Acts 15:9 MSG). Let us not stand in His way. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the work You do in our lives. 



 

7 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Have you noticed the work that God is doing in your heart? 
There are some changes which we can make, just as we may decide to 
alter our diets to lose, or gain, extra ingredients, calories, or kilos. We 
often find, though, that we fall back into our old habits. Health-related 
dietary changes may be the exception. 
However, when the changes are being made by God, “at the very center” 
(Acts 15:9 MSG), we will find that these changes are more long-lasting.  
God, who knows us so intimately, knows the whys of our choices. He is 
changing us from the inside out, removing what is not of Him. If we 
commit to these changes, our lives will more powerfully ‘zing’ with His 
Holy Spirit within us, as He more perfectly transforms us. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I commit to following You wholeheartedly.  

�&� 
8 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”  Acts 

15:9 MSG 

Maybe you have not noticed the work that God is doing in your heart. 
Are you looking to Him for guidance on decision-making in your life? Have 
you recently come before Him with an open heart, mind, spirit, and hands, 
seeking His direction for your life? If not, please take time today to ask for 
His input. Maybe you have unconsciously begun to rely on yourself and 
your own strength. God does not lead us through a decision or a situation 
to then leave us to our own strength, wisdom, and devices. He is always 
ready beside us, welcoming of being invited into all that we face.  
Seek Him out today. Take a little time to lay out where you believe your 
life is going at present. Offer all that you are and have for His input.  
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for walking with me in all that I am and have. 



 

9 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Yesterday we talked about offering all that you are and have for God’s 
input. Is that easy? No! 
It is challenging to open your life before God! Maybe there is some aspect 
or part where you have been drifting away from God’s path. It is only a 
small turning away at first, but now you are not sure how to correct things. 
Come now, on bended knee. The Lord already knows your situation. And is 
‘being found out’ not sometimes a relief? Come, ask God for forgiveness 
and a second chance, a way to be restored (1 John 1:9). 
Pray: Dearest Triune God, thank You for being a God of second chances.  
� 

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 
blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 

frightened.” ~1 Pet 3:14 
� 

10 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

As you come to God confessing, ready to be reconciled, He “is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). Does this mean that there will be no consequences? No! There 
may still be consequences to be faced, relationships which may need to 
change, boundaries which need to be redefined, and other matters. But 
God is your enabler. Trust God to guide you for “with God all things are 
possible” (Matt 19:26).  
If this is you today, commit to God’s ways and allow Him to do His work in 
your life, “beginning at the very center” (Acts 15:9 MSG). Yes, there will be 
challenges, but God is your enabler. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for how You are at work in my life. 
Please strengthen my commitment to walk faithfully in Your ways. 



 

11 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Maybe you are not sure if God is transforming your heart. In fact, the 
enemy of your soul may even be trying to convince you that you have 
walked too far away.  
Do not listen to the ‘father of lies,’ or any of his minions (John 8:44). You 
may remember that the devil even tried to tempt our Lord Jesus (Matt 4:1-
11). Do not listen, but instead choose to follow James’s advice. “Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to 
you” (Jas 4:7-8). Come now, come today. 
The Lord longs to have a deeper and more satisfying, intimate relationship 
with you (Jas 4:5). Prioritise time and friendship with God (4:4). Look for 
opportunities to spend more time in God’s Word, to study the Bible with 
fellow Christ-followers, or to take time away for a retreat. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please lead me in embracing deeper, more frequent, 
and more intimate times of fellowship with You, Your people, and in Your 
Word. 

�&� 
12 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Maybe you have simply not noticed the work that God is doing in your 
heart, your centre.  
Sometimes, when God is at work in “the very center” (Acts 15:9 MSG), we 
are simply unaware of the changes which other can freely see. Check with 
those who know you well. You may be surprised to find that they can see 
how God is working in your life. 
Unconsciously, you may have not missed the fact that certain habits and 
people are no longer in your life. If that is so, thank God for the changes 
He is making, and commit to following Him faithfully.  
Pray: Dearest, Lord, thank You for the changes You have led me through. 



 

13 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Sometimes, when God is at work in “the very center” (Acts 15:9 MSG), we 
are simply unaware of the changes which other can freely see. Yesterday, 
we talked about how we are the ones you cannot see how God is at work 
in our lives. Today, let us consider the fact that God may be at work ‘at the 
very center’ of the lives of our loved ones, but we may not be aware! 
Sometimes, it is another who can point to or identify how God has been at 
work. They may not know our loved ones as long as we do. They simply 
see the ‘changed person.’ May we too be ready to embrace the changes 
that God is doing. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please open my eyes to the changes You are 
accomplishing in the lives of my loved ones. 

�&� 
14 August 

"… beginning at the very center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Are we willing to accept the changes that God is doing in the lives of our 
loved ones? 
While our first reaction may be “Absolutely!,” we may still be less-than-
impressed when they no longer choose to do some things which we 
enjoyed sharing with them. It may be that they were the ‘edgy’ ones in our 
friendship group or family. We did not engage in inappropriate actions, 
but it was still satisfying to be there when they did. Now, through Holy 
Spirit, they are also turning away from these actions or activities, and we 
may be just a little peeved.  
Trust Holy Spirit. If these actions are inappropriate, it is better that they 
are not undertaken by those in your group. While they are participating, 
the door is also open as a temptation for you. Whether it is gossip, 
inappropriate images shared on social media, or other activities, respect 
Holy Spirit’s wisdom, and affirm the change in your friend’s life.  
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for helping me resist temptation. 



 

15 August 
"… beginning at the very center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

For the past two days, we’ve explored the changes which God may be 
doing in the lives of our loved ones. He may have challenged them to 
change in ways which are confronting to us.  
If this is the case, let us not work against what Holy Spirit is accomplishing. 
Yes, there may be challenges in this for us, but Holy Spirit is closing doors 
to temptation for us too. Respect that.  
This is the ‘new normal.’ We can work with Holy Spirit in keeping this door 
closed, or we can undermine what Holy Spirit is accomplishing by prying 
open this door, or by being a wedge.  

When we position ourselves in ways which keep this door to temptation 
open in our lives and the lives of our loved ones, we are actually acting as 
tools of the enemy! Yes, let us remember that. Now, come to God in 
confession (1 John 1:9), and firmly slam this door shut! 

Pray: Please forgive me, Triune God, for working against You. I am sorry.  
� 

… in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. ~1 Pet 3:15a 
� 

16 August 
"… beginning at the very center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Sometimes the changes God is bringing about at “the very center” (Acts 
15:9 MSG) are unseen by us because we believe we know these others 
well.  
When Jesus returned to His hometown, to the people who knew Him well, 
“He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick 
people and heal them” (Mark 6:5). Why? The people there thought that 
they knew Him (6:1-3). 
May we be willing to look afresh at our loved ones, seeing how God is 
working in their lives, and being ready to rejoice with them, and freeing 
them to embrace all that God is accomplishing. Be true friends and family. 
Pray: Thank You, dearest Lord, for what You are doing. I praise You.  



 

17 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   
Acts 15:9 MSG 

We are committed to acknowledging and embracing all that God is doing 
in our lives and in the lives of those beloved to us. Yet, the passage we’ve 
explored goes beyond even that. Peter affirmed that God also worked in 
the lives, hearts, and spirits of the Gentiles, those who were not Jewish 
(Acts 15:9).  Are we willing to do likewise? 
What if you, at your high school reunion, find out that the ones who 
bullied you can now approach you as a Christian brother or sister? 
If their first response is to ask for your forgiveness, perhaps you will feel 
appeased. But if they express no regret, can you accept them as beloved 
to God, and as your brother or sister in Christ? Trust God. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, please lead me to Your forgiveness. 

�&� 
18 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   

Acts 15:9 MSG 

Yesterday, a former ‘enemy’ approached us as a brother or sister in Christ. 
When Jesus lived on this earth, He changed the way that enemies were to 
be treated. Jesus called us to extend love to our enemies (Luke 6:27-36). 
Even if this high school bully had not accepted Christ as their Saviour, we 
did and do. In that case, we need to be ready to extend forgiveness. It 
needs to flow from our hearts.  
Forgiveness is something we are called to extend because of the incredible 
forgiveness which we have received. Jesus Himself calls us to pray, 
“forgives us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matt 6:12).  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for forgiving me my debts. I know that I am 
a sinner. Please strengthen me to extend forgiveness to others.  



 

19 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   
Acts 15:9 MSG 

Is our response to our ‘enemy’ different than it should be or would be to a 
fellow brother or sister in Christ? 
Possibly we would expect a fellow brother or sister in Christ to seek our 
forgiveness. We may decide that “Surely, if they are truly my brother or 
sister in Christ, they would ask my forgiveness?” Yet, are we not assuming 
that they remember that they bullied us in high school? Are we not also 
presuming to expect that they will behave as we might? 
We are each created differently. It is highly possible that this person was 
facing their own hurting situation when they were in high school. Perhaps 
lashing out was their way of handling that hurt. Further, if they sought the 
Lord’s forgiveness when they came to faith, has their sin now been cast 
from them (Ps 103:12)?  
The Lord, who knows us both, knows the closure we need to experience. 
We can trust in His righteousness. 
Pray:  O Dearest Lord, thank You for forgiving me. Help me to forgive well. 

�&� 
20 August 

"… beginning at the very center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Returning to yesterday’s claim on forgiveness, perhaps we need to re-
examine our own hearts. Have we truly forgiven them for the hurt which 
they caused us? 
If there may be unforgiveness, it will arise when we are confronted by the 
people who caused the wounds we carry. Rather than avoiding any past 
offender, let us instead go directly to the One who can bring full 
restoration, “beginning at the very center” (Acts 15:9 MSG). The Lord is our 
Healer, the Lord can bring restoration.   
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that I can confidently lay my needs at Your 
feet.  



 

21 August 
"… beginning at the very center ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Just as our Triune God begins “at the very center” (Acts 15:9 MSG) with us, 
He will also work from the centre with those who have wronged us. 

In His perfect timing, He is bringing full reconciliation and restoration. This 
means that, while they may be growing in their relationship with God, 
those who have hurt you may still be growing in their acceptance of His 
perfect will for their lives.  
This obedience, soft-heartedness, and restoration is being perfected. At 
the right time, they may approach you, asking for forgiveness. Until then, 
trust that God is at work. He has forgiven you, and He is restoring you to 
all that the enemy has tried to destroy. Trust that God’s timing is perfect. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for forgiving me, and for the work which Holy Spirit 
is doing in each of us. 
� 
Always be prepared to give an answer for the hope that 
you have … with gentleness and respect …. ~1 Pet 3:15b 

� 
22 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   

Acts 15:9 MSG 
Suppose that the hurt done to you by a Christian brother or sister was not 
done years ago, but rather yesterday.  
Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” (Matt 18:21). To Peter, “Up to 
seven times” seemed like a reasonable number. Yet Jesus’s response was “I 
tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times” (18:22). This was not a call 
to diligently record every instance. Rather, Jesus was asking Peter, and us, to 
go extravagantly beyond what we would generously concede. We are called 
to be extravagantly forgiving, for we are forgiven (Matt 6:12). 
Pray: Dearest Triune God, thank You for forgiving me. 



 

23 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   
Acts 15:9 MSG 

On the cross, held by nails, Jesus forgave those who had nailed Him, and 
also asked His Father to do likewise. “Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Jesus is our example. 
When those in our lives act against us, in word or action, whether 
expressed in person or online, may we be ready, and quick, to forgive.  
When we can, we are following the example of our Lord and Saviour. And 
when we cannot, let us call out to Jesus to help us in our resolve. Through 
His enabling, may we cast aside all thoughts of retribution or revenge, and 
instead trust ourselves to God’s faithful heart, will, and timing. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for Your example of forgiveness. 

�&� 
24 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   

Acts 15:9 MSG 

Whenever we are insisting on our own way, rather than following God’s 
ways, we are hiding the light which God wants to shine through us. 
God, who is working from that center outward” (Acts 15:9 MSG), can point 
to His light in us as living examples of faithful service. When, instead, we 
are hiding His light and living out of our own selfish ways, we contradict 
His plans and purposes.  
Rather than expect the other to ask for forgiveness for the wrongs they 
have committed, let us follow Jesus’s example. Those who nailed Him to 
the cross were intent on winning shares of His garments (Mark 15:24). 
Meantime, nailed to the tree, Jesus freely forgave (Luke 23:34). Follow Him. 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for shining Your light. Please help me to also 
shine Your light through my life.  



 

25 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   
Acts 15:9 MSG 

Are we very choosy about the way we treat others? Do our actions depend 
on “what’s in it for us” advantages? 
This is what James, the step-brother of Jesus, wrote about in his epistle. 
He could see that some were being treated well, for the perceived 
advantages which they could offer. On the other hand, those from whom 
little could be gained, were treated shabbily (Jas 2:1-6). 
Do you match your kindness to your perceptions of gains to be won? 
James calls this favouritism. When we practice favouritism instead of 
generosity to all, we are acting contrary to God who sends rain on the just 
and the unjust (Matt 5:45). Seek to love all, as all were made in God’s 
image (Jas 2:8-9; 3:9). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please show me how I am practising favouritism.  

�&� 
26 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 
center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   

Acts 15:9 MSG 

Yesterday we talked about favouritism. Oftentimes, we do not simply 
show kindness to those who can offer us advantages. Often it is simply 
that they have been kind to us, so we reciprocate. 

Yes, it is tempting to treat well those who have extended kindness already. 
However, God has given us the example of being an initiator in loving. “We 
love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

Let us follow God’s example and be ready to love first. Even if we do not 
already have a relationship with the other, even if there is no perceived 
‘advantage’ in extending grace, let us be ready to love first.  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for loving me before I deserved Your love.  



 

27 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   
Acts 15:9 MSG 

Yesterday we remembered that “We love because he first loved us” (1 
John 4:19).  “… God is love” (1 John 4:8). God is the instigator of love. From 
His love, we are able to love others (4:8-12, 16, 19). 
In loving others, God’s love flows through us to others. “Whoever lives in 
love lives in God, and God in them” (! John 4:16b). Let us not hold back 
God’s love, but let it flow through us. In this way, we can be the hands, 
shoulders, and feet of the Lord, being His tool of blessing in the care of 
others (Matt 25:35-45). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the honour of being Your instrument of 
care. 
� 
Always be prepared to give an answer for the hope that you 

have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 

your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander.  ~1 Pet 3:15b-16 

� 
28 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

We know that loving others can sometimes be challenging. Sometimes, it 
can be very challenging. As instruments of God’s overflowing love, we can 
sometimes experience others as a sponge which soaks up all that we have 
to offer.  
In those cases, it is important to spend more time with God, soaking up 
more of His goodness and love. Be responsible with self-care, and also 
plan rest-breaks, and times for replenishment.  
Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for flooding me with Your love.  



 

29 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Sometimes others will soak up all the love of God which we can offer. It 
may be because they are going through a particularly difficult season. 
Those seasons come (1 Pet 4:12-19). It is important that you encourage 
them to seek the Lord directly. He will be their strength, and He will also 
gather around them all the support which they need. 
You can be part of God’s team of supporters for them, but do not be 
surprised when God also brings others to their aid. This does not mean 
that you have somehow failed. Rather, God does not want the person in 
need to become solely dependent on you instead of Him. Further, God 
wants you to have times of rest in Him yourself. You also need times when 
you can be alone with God, for replenishing and for rest. 
Pray:  Thank You, Father God, that I can rest and know replenishment in 
You. 

�&� 
30 August 

"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us ...”  Acts 15:9 MSG 

Sometimes others will become heavily dependent on your care because 
you care. 
This can become a challenging relationship unless you continue to 
reinforce respectful boundaries. Some people have not had consistent 
loving relationships during formative times in their lives. Please be patient 
with them, showing grace.  
However, it is also important that you help and direct them toward getting 
the support they need in order to identify better ways of building 
relationships. This may include some professional support or training in 
strategy development. Their own GP may be able to help them to source 
the support they need. 
Meantime, continue to offer loving support, directing them to keep their 
eyes on the Lord, and trusting Him for healing. 
Pray:  Dear Holy Spirit, please help me to love wisely. 



 

31 August 
"He treated the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very 

center of who they were and working from that center outward ...”   
Acts 15:9 MSG 

Trust that God will continue to work His love, grace, and mercy in the care 
of those to whom He leads you (Acts 15:9). It may take time; it may even 
take some years.  
Through your engagement in this space, God is also growing you as His 
instrument of grace. It is important that you seek help, rather than 
become overwhelmed. Know too that God is calling you to frame healthy 
boundaries around the care that you give in His name. This is care offered 
for His glory, not your own. Trust Him to strengthen and guide you. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, help me to learn to say No at the right times.   

� 
For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing 

good than for doing evil.  ~1 Pet 3:17 
� 

1 September 
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

As Spring begins, let us, with James, “Count it all joy … when you meet 
various trials, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness” (Jas 1:2-3). 
Now that Spring has sprung, we may find that we have more energy for 
returning to those activities which may have been on hiatus during the 
winter months. 
Did we also take some time for some rest, recreation, and time for 
restoration? Did we spend some purposeful and meaningful time with 
God? This may have been planned, or it may simply have been a time of 
forced rest through sickness, recovery from jetlag, or another time when 
you needed to rebuild to resilience.  Thank God for rest. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for my times of rest. 



 

2 September 
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

We were not created to be on-the-go without a break. God planned for us 
to have rest (Exod 20:8-10). Jesus too calls us to rest (Matt 11:28-30). 
While we may have had time to rest in Winter, it is also important to 
factor in rest when our schedules begun to fill up again. 
During these times of deep rest with the Lord, we can learn valuable 
lessons. During forced times of rest, often for recuperation, we can see the 
benefit (Jas 1:2), as God can use this time to refine us in body, mind, and 
spirit.   
Let us learn to schedule rest and reflection times with the Lord, where we 
can glean from the lessons He is teaching us. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for attentively guiding and leading me 
through rest and reflection times. Please help me to follow faithfully. 

�&� 
3 September 

“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 
Purposeful rest times with God, whether self-chosen or inflicted through a 
need for rest, restore us. 
Sometimes, that restoration is simply the restoration of needed rest. We 
could sense that we were running low on energy, but the “Just one more 
…” continued beyond what our bodies, minds, and spirits could sustain. 
We needed true rest. 
The Lord calls us to Himself for needed rest. He knows when we are 
pushing through for too long. This is never His plan for us. He scheduled 
rest time from the beginning (Gen 2:2-3).  
On “the seventh day [God] rested from all his work” (Gen 2:2). If God, who 
is God, chose to rest from His work on the seventh day, should we not 
follow His example? 
Pray: Dearest Father God, Thank You for the example of choosing to take 
rest. Please help me to be more diligent about doing likewise. You are my 
strength, and You are calling me to take rest breaks. 



 

4 September 
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

Sometimes God chooses rest times for us because we need rest after a 
fierce battle, clash, or other situation where we were feeling 
overwhelmed. 
When Elijah reached breaking-point, God’s first action was to care for him 
and meet his needs as he rested (1 Kgs 19:3-7).   
When we are close to breaking-point, we need to be mindful of getting 
sufficient rest. Recognise that clashes and other deeply emotional 
situations can significantly drain our energies. Turn to God and seek His 
leading. Allow Him to care for you, strengthening and restoring you.  
Seek rest in Him. Jesus calls us to rest in Him (Matt 11:28).  
Come, and find rest in the Lord. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for calling me to rest in You. You know 
the pressures that I have been under. Thank You for carrying me. Now I am 
choosing to rest and to be restored. 

�&� 
5 September 

“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 
Sometimes we choose rest because we want the day to end. The thought 
of closing your eyes on the world, for at least a few hours, is very 
attractive. 
If this is a season that you are presently journeying through, please 
recognise that rest is incredibly important, and not just for switching off. 
Please also seek those who will be prayer partners with you, that you 
might share the burden of this current season. “Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2). Seek 
other help or advice too, if needed, to give you wisdom on the choices 
available, such as legal, structural, psychological, or medical. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please place the right people around me. Please 
give them wisdom on how to advise me so that I may more clearly discern 
Your perfect will for this situation. 



 

6 September 
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

Sometimes, God will turn us back from a certain way or path, not for rest, 
but because we are simply heading in the wrong direction. 
From maths problems or any construction experience, you may recognise 
that a miniscule difference at one point, can lead to a significant difference 
further along. While two points might be marginally separated at the base 
of a line, an extension of those lines would show a widening gap. 
This fact is also true in our walk with God. While there may only be a slight 
difference in how I am doing something now, if I continue on this 
trajectory, I might continue to recognise wider and wider differences 
between God’s path and the one I’m on. 
This is not what I want! I truly seek God’s path for my life.  
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for showing me that my life was 
heading off track. Please lead me safely back to You. 
� 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death 

in the body but made alive in the Spirit.  ~1 Pet 3:18 
� 

7 September  
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

James, who spoke about joy and wisdom (Jas 1:2, 5-8), also recognised 
that Christians can wander from the truth (5:19). James saw that bringing 
“that person back … will save them from death and cover over a multitude 
of sins” (5:19-20).  
Where we recognise that another has begun to wander from the truth, let 
us, with humility and grace, endeavour to call the other back. As Peter 
points out, we should “Always be prepared to give an answer … for the 
hope that you have … [but] with gentleness and respect” (1 Pet 3:15).   
Pray: Thank You, Lord, that we can be there to lovingly turn another back 
to Your way of truth. Please help me to realise that this could be me. 



 

8 September 
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

When God calls us to rest, through times of testing or trial, let us be 
prepared to see the future joy and perfection through His actions (Jas 1:2-
4). God is calling us back to Himself. He is continuing His work of 
perfection in our lives, hearts, minds, and spirits (2 Cor 3:18). He knows 
the work which needs to be completed, and how best to achieve it.  
“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the 
test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to 
those who love him” (Jas 1:12). 
Recognise that, though there is pain in trials, God’s good purposes can 
work through them for our benefit and His glory. If God is allowing this to 
happen in our lives, God will shield and protect us through it, and He will 
enable His perfect plans, even in this.  
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You that I can trust in Your ways. 

�&� 
9 September 

“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 
Sometimes, as parents or carers, we can struggle with the trials which 
those beloved to us are facing. We want God to step in and make it easier 
for them.  
Sometimes, though, they need to go through this experience so that they 
can grow and mature. At other times, God allows these things because of 
the growing and stretching which can happen through this particular 
experience. We may believe that they are already incredibly mature for 
their age. However, God knows the skills which they will need to build and 
develop. We can trust Him. 
Let us speak trust and encouragement to them at this time. We may need 
to step back to allow space for God to work, but we can still continue to 
support them in prayer. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for this opportunity to support my beloved ones. I 
know that they are even more beloved to You, and I trust You. 



 

10 September 
“Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds ….” Jas 1:2 
Our recent years have certainly brought along some “trials of many kinds” 
(Jas 1:2). Although Covid-19 has brought some remarkable and 
unprecedented changes, we can still agree with James. There have been 
joys too. 
We have found new ways of connecting together. We have discovered the 
joys, challenges, and accessibility of Zoom, and even discovered that our 
business dress can change to accommodate Zoom. Since our top-halves 
are mostly viewed on Zoom, we can afford to remain more comfortably 
dressed for our lower-halves.  
However, we must not apply this logic to our Christian lives. It is not simply 
what is seen that is important.  
Pray: Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the opportunities which Zoom has enabled. 

�&� 
11 September 
“Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds ….” Jas 1:2 
James, Jesus’s half-brother, was the one who instructed his readers to find 
joy, even as they went through trials. It was not that James was telling 
them to “grin and bear it.” Rather he was telling them to bear in mind that 
the Lord was working all things for good and, even through the challenges, 
that joy could sustain them.  

James was also adamant that a true Christian faith was to be lived out. 
Simply “talking the talk” was insufficient. “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (Jas 1:22). 

Thank God for the opportunities He presents for living in faithfulness, even 
as we have endured the constraints of Covid. 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for the opportunities to minister to others. 



 

12 September 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.” Jas 1:22 

A couple of days ago we confirmed that our top-halves, visible on Zoom, 
needed to be businesslike. In contrast, our bottom-halves, mostly invisible, 
could be attired more casually. 
Sometimes, our online and offline lives can be similarly split. We can 
behave in one way with those who know us in person. Yet, in contrast, we 
can behave quite differently online. 
In fact, to honour the Lord, our lives, whether online or offline, should be 
lived in conformity to His will. 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please show me where my online and offline lives 
are out of alignment. 
� 

 … that terrible flood … that water is a picture of 
baptism, which now save you, not by removing dirt from 

your body, but as a response to God from a clean 
conscience.  ~1 Pet 3:20-21 NLT 

� 
13 September 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” Jas 1:22 

Many years ago, we used to have an expression, “House-angel, street-
devil.” As those old enough to remember can confirm, this meant that 
someone was living a lie. They were perfectly well-behaved in one space, 
but behaved quite differently when not at home.  
Is there someone like that among your friendship group? Perhaps you 
could pray for wisdom on how to speak to them. Maybe they do not feel 
accepted in one sphere or the other. Be gracious and kind. 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please guide my words as I speak to my friend, 
being encouraging and accepting so that they can live consistently. 



 

14 September 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.” Jas 1:22 

In some cases we behave differently in different spaces because we are 
attempting to impress others. 
In some cases, we behave more brashly because we want to fit in with the 
‘in-crowd.’ We want them to like and accept us, so we become who we are 
not! When we think about it in these terms, we may recognise that we are 
changing who we are so that they will accept us, in which case, we will 
then continue to exhibit behaviour which is not true to ourselves! 
In some cases, the edgy behaviour of others frees us to escape from the 
shackles we have put on some of the more vibrant aspects of ourselves. If 
that is you, and you experience a greater sense of ‘youness’ in this space, 
then be true to you. God made each of us individually (Ps 139:16). We 
should not pretend to be an exact copy of another, because we are not. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for making and allowing me to be me. 

�&� 
15 September 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” Jas 1:22 

Sometimes we act differently in different spaces because our ‘bad’ 
behaviour is still tolerated by our former friends. 

When you became a Christ-follower, you became the ‘new’ you, with a 
new heart (Ezek 36:26). This is the heart from which God now wants us to 
live. 

If, however, we have some friends who remember our ‘old’ heart ways, it 
can be tempting to fall back into our old patterns and temptations. 

God took away your ‘old’ heart. Do not walk in ‘old’ heart ways. Instead, 
step forward with ‘new’ heart ways, knowing greater freedom. 

Pray:   Dear Lord, thank You for giving me a new heart. Please help me to 
walk in the fullness of this.  



 

16 September 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.” Jas 1:22 

God wants us to walk in the newness of life which He offers. Yet, you are 
still tempted by the old ways and patterns. 
Rather than being an enriching example for your old friends from your 
‘new’ heart, you are allowing them to pull you back to ‘old’ heart habits. Is 
this really the best you can offer your friends? 
Choose instead to offer them the freedom you have received in Christ. 
They may not all be ready to embrace this freedom. In fact, some may 
reject you and the freedom. But, even if they do not accept what Christ 
offers today, you may still sow a seed for another day (Col 4:5). 
If this is your situation, please resolve to offer Christ’s light to them (Matt 
5:14-16). The Lord may have chosen you for such a time as this (Est 4:14).  
Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You that I can trust You to use my 
example and my words to shine a light for Your glory.  

�&� 
17 September 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” Jas 1:22 

In some cases we behave differently in different spaces because we are 
reflecting a different image of ourselves in order to impress others. 
Sometimes this is done online. We make it appear as though we have a 
quite extraordinary and successful life. It may be a lie. 
Why do we share this lie? Sometimes it is because this is the perfect life 
which we want to be living. Maybe we want some of those we know to 
believe that our life is perfect.  
Then what happens? If we want them to truly know us, they will 
eventually know that we have deceived them. This is not a good 
foundation for friendship. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please guide me by Your wisdom when online.  



 

18 September 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.” Jas 1:22 

When we fabricate an amazing life for ourselves online, we are really 
expressing dissatisfaction with the true life we live. 
Rather than fabricating, perhaps we could ask God for ways to change our 
life in the here and now. God has amazing plans for our lives. Yet, while we 
remain focused on our fabricated lives, we will be too distracted to work 
on our real lives. 
Ask God to open doors to a healthier way forward. Ask Him to show you 
the changes that you need to make (Jer 29:11; Eph 2:8-10), and to bring 
beside you those who will give you the knowhow to make this progress. 
Pray: Father God, please help me to move forward in the life You have 
planned for me. 
� 
… baptism … as a response to God from a clean conscience 

… is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  ~1 Pet 3: 21 NLT 

� 
19 September 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” Jas 1:22 

Sometimes, rather than showing an amazing side of your life online, you 
reveal a far nastier side! 

Imagine yourself as a cup of coffee. When you get knocked, what will spill 
from you? Hot coffee! The true ‘you’ will be revealed under pressure. 

When you are a person who walks a tightrope line between your online 
and offline personas, there is always the danger that your ‘offline Mr 
Hyde’ will appear among your Dr Jekyll peers. Perhaps you need to give 
your online persona fully over to Dr Jekyll too! 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, please forgive me for revealing nastiness online. 



 

20 September 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.” Jas 1:22 

Yes, we may all have a Mr/Ms Hyde which we could reveal online. Yet, 
instead, we choose to not release him/her. We choose instead to be our 
‘better’ selves. Is that deceitful? 
You may remember the story of the two wolves. The one which is fed 
grows more. When we allow our ‘worse’ self to appear online, we are 
choosing to feed it. It grows. Instead, let us choose to allow our ‘better’ 
self to appear online. Being the one fed, it will grow.  
If you still find that the ‘worse’ self wants to appear, give it space in your 
journal, but only if you are prepared to speak against it too. For every 
comment which the ‘worse’ you want to add, have the ‘better’ you 
counter with a more appropriate response. In time, with Holy Spirit help, 
you will see that the ‘better’ you is more truly ‘you.’ 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to grow into the best ‘me’ I can be, not 
deceiving myself, but living faithfully according to Your Word. 

�&� 
21 September 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” Jas 1:22 

As we live in faithfulness to the freedom we have received in Christ, let us 
shine a light for God’s glory online (Matt 5:14-16). 
But let us not simply be online speakers. May our offline lives also affirm 
the truth of what we believe. In other words, may we ‘walk the talk.’ 
Do you affirm online that the care of others is important to you? Then 
offer care to those whose lives you touch. Do you speak of acceptance and 
grace online? Then live it out by offering acceptance and grace in your 
everyday life.  
When we are doing what God’s Word says (Jas 1:22), we are truly 
honouring God. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your amazing example of living grace. 



 

22 September 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12  
We have talked about how we can be a light for the Lord online. Jesus 
Himself is our perfect example of being a shining Light. 
As Jesus’s return draws ever closer, how are you using each day to spread 
His light?  
Even a tiny light can make a huge difference in dispelling the darkness. 
Perhaps there are people in your workplace who do not yet know Jesus as 
their Lord. Perhaps there are people in your daily commute, those you 
meet at school, university, or the shops who might need to know the 
Lord’s close presence. Are you also shining His light online? 
Jesus did not die and rise again just so that we might simply have 
confidence in our personal salvation story. Rather, He called and invited us 
so that we might be instrumental in the lives of others (Matt 28:18-20). 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please help me to be bold in shining brightly as a 
light according to my faith in Jesus. Please guide me, so that others may 
come to know and love Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 

�&� 
23 September 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12  

What a joy it is to have Jesus as the Light of our lives (John 8:12). 
No matter what we are going through, He is there to bring light to our 
darkness. While the enemy whispers darkness and dreariness over all 
plans, our spirit, and our will, Jesus is our light and our hope. 
Cast aside the lies of the enemy. Cast aside the web of deceit he would use 
to entrap your wings of faith. Instead, look up. However deep the valley 
through which you are currently wading or dragging yourself, God is with 
you. Sing praises to Him for His faithfulness, and the wings of your faith 
will know new fullness and strength.  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for being present in the praises of Your people. 



 

24 September 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12  

As we preference the light over the darkness, the light of Christ grows 
stronger. Paul summoned the believers in Ephesus to “live as people of 
light!” (Eph 5:8 NLT).  
Whether online or offline, whether in company with Christian brothers 
and sisters, or alone, God is still with us. God is still our light and our hope. 
Trust in Him, and lead others to His light.  
As we “live as people of light!” (Eph 5:8 NLT), others will also draw nearer, 
and God to them (Jas 4:8). 
Pray:  Dear Lord, please open my understanding to new ways of reflecting 
Your light in my life. 
� 
Jesus has the last word on everything and everyone, from 
angels to armies. He’s standing right alongside God, and 

what he says goes. 
~1 Pet 3: 21 MSG 

� 
25 September 

“Whoever follows [M]e … will have the light of life." John 8:12 NIV 

Have you noticed how twilight can creep unawares? You are busily 
absorbed in one task or another, and then somebody turns on the light. 
Suddenly, you realise how dark it had become. 
Could the enemy also be lulling you into walking away from the light? 
Before you know it, you may have been lured into producing “unfruitful 
deeds of darkness” (Eph 5:11).  
If you suddenly realise that the Lord’s light has become dim, pivot 
immediately. Seek God through His Word and His people. No longer 
dawdle in darkness, but draw close to the Lord of life (Jas 4:8). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to faithfully walk in the light with You.  



 

26 September 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.” Phil 4:4 

We began this month, with James, counting “it all joy” (Jas 1:2). 
It is true. When our hope is in God, we can “Rejoice in the Lord always” 
(Phil 4:4) and we can count it all joy. 
That is because we have seen how the Lord works. We have seen His 
faithfulness again and again. Even when all seems to be heading toward 
the worst possible outcome, we can rejoice. We can believe that God is 
working all things for good (Rom 8:28). 
From that perspective, it is an ‘easy’ step to continue repositioning 
ourselves as “living sacrifices” (Rom 12:1). When our trust is in God, we 
want to be fully available to His will.  
Pray:  Thank You, Dearest Triune God, for the faith and trust which You 
continue to develop in me. Thank You that I can see that my faith has 
grown. I am totally trusting in Your faithfulness. 

�&� 
27 September 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.” Phil 4:4 

Has the world changed significantly since this Devotional begin? Probably 
not. But we can still change within our circumstances! 
We do not have to let our circumstances dictate our response to our 
circumstances, or the growth that we are able to experience within our 
circumstances.  
Our response and our attitude can be influenced and determined by the 
faith and hope which we have in our Triune God. 
Whatever we are facing, we can know that we will not be forsaken (Matt: 
28:20; Heb 13:5). We also know, and experience, that Holy Spirit is with us 
as our Guide and Comforter. 
Whatever the enemy is whispering to you today, ignore it. Listen instead 
to the King of kings, the Lord of lords.  
Pray:  Thank You, Lord, that praise for You can ever be on my lips.  



 

28 September 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.” Phil 4:4 

Rejoicing in the Lord always (Phil 4:4) does not mean that we are oblivious 
to all that is wrong in the world. 
Our eyes are open too. We see the hurts, we see the pain, we experience 
it ourselves, and we experience it in empathy with others. 
But does seeing and feeling pain, or anxiety mean that we cannot ”Rejoice 
in the Lord always” (Phil 4:4)? Of course not! 
We can choose to rejoice. We are not ignoring the pain, hurts, or anxiety. 
Instead, we are trusting ourselves and those we love to a Mighty and 
Faithful God. With David we call out “Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. For you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the foe” (Ps 
61:2-3). Like David, we turn to God to help us fell the giants which would 
try to slay us (1 Sam 17:45).  
Pray:  Dearest Triune God, thank You for the confidence that I can have in 
You. I know that I can trust in Your faithfulness. 

�&� 
29 September 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.” Phil 4:4 

If today you are carrying fear, anxieties, or wounds, come before our 
Saviour. Lay down all those heavy burdens (1 Pet 5:7). God cares for you, 
and He does not want you to be weighed down. He has got a perfect yoke 
for you, one which Jesus will carry with you (Matt 11:29). Come. 
If you have untended wounds, unwept tears, and unresolved relationship 
difficulties, come to the Great Physician. He is your Comforter. Come. 
If you have financial challenges, unforgiveness in your heart, and 
brokenness, come. God is the Healer. He offers protection. Come. 
Things may not work out according to your plans. But things will work out 
because they are part of God’s plan. Trust that He, the Creator, has the 
better plan. Come, rejoicing (Phil 4:4). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for inviting me in. Please help me to walk 
forward in deeper trust, glad with grace, and rejoicing. 



 

 30 September 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.” Phil 4:4 

Now that another devotional is ending, my prayer is that you have been 
inspired to walk in faithfulness to God each day for His glory. 
Begin each day with your Lord, consciously seeking His will throughout the 
day, worshipping Him with gladness, and asking Him to bless all you will 
meet this day. 
Confess your shortcomings as soon as they happen (1 John 1:9). He is the 
God of second chances. Be bold in sharing your faith, and ask the Lord to 
help you to stay faithful. Seek to reflect His love and light wherever you go, 
with purity, humility, gentleness, and grace. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for being my Lord and Reconciler. 
Please help me to honour You in all my ways and to share my faith with my 
loved ones, and those in my daily life. I rejoice in You, Lord. 
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“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 
other, for love covers a multitude of sins.  
God has given each of us a gift from [H]is great variety of 
spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  
Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. 
All glory and power to [H]im forever and ever! Amen. (1 Pet 4:8, 
10-11 NLT) 
The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts and we 
pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 
Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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