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This booklet is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide Jesus’ 
followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is never, 
under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 
message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 
things’ (Joel 2:20).  2022 
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Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 
meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 
Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 
Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 
3:18 HCSB*) 
 
PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 
Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 
Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the NIV translation of the Holy Bible. 
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1 April  
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever." Ps 107:1 

As we commence a new Devotional, let us give thanks to God with 
wholehearted devotion.  
We know that He is good. We know that His love endures forever (Ps 
107:1).  
Let us joyfully proclaim it so that others may know. As we approach the 
final weeks of Lent, let us commit to guiding others to know God’s grace, 
His peace, and His love. This could mean a ‘forever’ difference in their 
lives, minds, hearts, and spirits.  
We can do this in simple ways. We can make a small difference each day, 
or a larger difference each week. We can practice kindness and loving care 
with our neighbours, or any number of other ways to shine the Lord’s light 
(Matt 5:16).  
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your goodness, grace, and everlasting love. 
Please help me to shine Your light and love into the lives of those near me.  



2 April 
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever." Ps 107:1 

Today, as we honour God through our lives, let us purposefully choose to 
take the best possible outcome. When we could choose glass-half-full or 
glass-half-empty, let glass-half-full be our choice today. 
As we purposefully open our eyes to God’s blessings in our lives, more and 
more come into focus. More of God’s goodness is able to settle within our 
visual field. God’s goodness is always there, but we may not always have 
the openness of mind, heart, and spirit to see what He is placing in our 
lives. Further, when the thing we want to see is missing, all other blessings 
may fall from vision.  
Today, right now, let is give thanks to the Lord, even for those blessings 
which have been in our lives for as long as we’ve lived. God is still worthy 
of our praise. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the multiplicity of Your blessings. 

�&� 
3 April  
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever." Ps 107:1 

Today, let us commit to doing one good deed, without seeking credit. We 
can practice loving our neighbours, or taking a step which will be pleasing 
to others who follow us (Matt 25:35-45).  

In God’s daily love-fest with us, innumerable blessings come our way. 
Some are as simple as the traffic lights being exactly the colour you need. 
Sometimes, this may be red, so that you can grab a much-needed drink of 
water. Sometimes, it is green, as you want to get back promptly.  

The Lord is faithful. That does not mean that He fills our lives with every 
whim and fancy, as though He were a genie! Not at all. As we align our 
lives with Him, taking delight in Him, “He will give you the desires of your 
heart” (Ps 37:4). 
Pray: Thank You, Dear Lord, thank You for the joy of doing life with You. 
Please help me to shine Your love on others, for Your glory. 



4 April 
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever." Ps 107:1 

As we commit each day to extending a thoughtful word or gesture, 
remember the Lord’s “love endures forever” (Ps 107:1). 
God’s enduring love does not mean that all things come quickly or easily or 
abundantly to those whom God loves. As a parent, this would not be a 
good or responsible way to love your little ones.  
Instead, God blesses according to His perfect plan.  
Yes, that may sometimes feel like we are left alone, and feeling 
defenceless. That is simply that – a feeling. But Jesus promised to never 
leave us or forsake us (Heb 13:5). So let us trust His everlasting promise 
rather than our temporary feelings.  
Pray: O Dearest Jesus, thank You for Your faithful care. 
� 

“Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honor the emperor.” 

~1 Peter 2:17  
� 

5 April  
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever." Ps 107:1 

Today, as far as you can, let us show honour and respect to those we 
meet. Be particularly attentive to listening well before speaking, especially 
if online (Jas 1:19). God hears you patiently. He knows what you wish to 
say, even if nobody else may take the time to hear your side. God knows. 
As we continue to trust in God’s faithful love, we can also know His 
faithfulness in blessings, patience, and forgiveness. 
Every night, or as soon as it occurs, be ready to humbly admit your foibles 
and failings (1 John 1:9).  
God already knows but, as we confess, we can offer them to the Lord, and 
then forget (1 John 1:8, 10). God’s grace is now covering them. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for Your grace.  



6 April 
“Oh, thank God – he’s so good! His love never runs out." Ps 107:1 MSG 

Today, let us offer faithful obedience to the Father in how we engage with 
others with grace and truth.  
Grace and truth came through Jesus (John 1:17). How incredibly and 
profoundly did Jesus love us, to give His life in obedience unto death so 
that we could know new life through Him.  
We can thank our Trinitarian God! God is the Father God who sent Jesus 
(John 3:16). God is the Son Jesus who came to bear our sufferings and to 
be the Sacrificial Lamb. God is Holy Spirit who guides and leads us in the 
Father’s ways, as He did Jesus (Luke 4:1; John 14:26; 2 Tim 1:7). 
We show our thanks to God, our God, as we faithfully live out this new life 
of grace and truth. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please guide me and enable me to faithfully live a 
life of grace and truth. 

�&� 
7 April 

“Oh, thank God – he’s so good! His love never runs out." Ps 107:1 MSG 

Today, let us engage with those we meet with the overflowing love of God 
which “never runs out” (Ps 107:1 MSG).  
When we have eyes to see the abundant love which God pours into our 
lives, we will want to rush out and share that love gladly and gratefully 
with others. God’s overflowing love is an abundance to be shared! 
Sometimes, rather than racing to others, as Andrew did with his brother 
(John 1:41), we get bogged down. Fears and anxieties still our feet. We 
may be weighed down with fears and anxieties about a myriad of 
challenges, or we may be fearful and anxious about sharing our faith with 
others.  
Yes, sharing our faith can be intimidating, but let us speak from our desire 
to have the other know God’s abundant love. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, please guide me in leading others to You. My desire 
is to be obedient to Your commission, and to bless them too. 



8 April 
“Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story ..." Ps 107:2 

Today, let us share a story of God’s grace. This could be sharing a blessing, 
an answer to prayer, or the story of God’s redemption. 

Do we have qualms and anxieties about sharing our redemption story?  

It can be intimidating in a culture where faith is sometimes considered to 
be a personal affair. Yes, each one’s faith is personal to them. But we, the 
redeemed of the Lord” are called to “tell [our] story" (Ps 107:2).  

We are the only ones who can tell that story. We are the only ones who 
are truly witnesses to what God has done in our lives, hearts, minds, and 
spirits. Others have their story of God’s grace.  

The story of Jesus is told through four Gospels. If one of them had been 
lost, our understanding of Jesus would be poorer for the loss. May we be 
brave, and tell our story. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for giving me the story which I can share with 
others. Please still my fears, and fill me with courage. 

�&� 
9 April 

“Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story ..." Ps 107:2 

Today, may we bravely look to Jesus for His promptings, and obey. 
Can you recall going through a difficult journey, and having another 
encourage you by what they shared? 
Sometimes, when we are walking through life’s valleys, we ‘happen upon’ 
someone who can offer us genuine encouragement. They have suffered 
through something similar. This is God’s grace. He drew beside that person 
in this season “so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God” (2 Cor 1:4).  
God understands the encouragement of sharing the journey. By His grace, 
another stands with us. May we know God’s comfort through them. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for sending Υοur witness to me.  



10 April 
“Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story ..." Ps 107:2 

Today, Palm Sunday, let us invite another to worship God with us (John 
12:13). This can be as simple as sharing a popular worship song, to inviting 
or helping another get to the Palm Sunday service. 
When we consider sharing our faith, why do we hesitate? We know that 
we did not need to “get our life in order” before coming to the Lord. But, 
perhaps, we believe that we must “get our life in order” before we can be 
valid witnesses for God’s glory? 
That is an enemy lie, given to distract you from the witness you could be 
for the Lord. When we share from a place of joyful and humble acceptance 
of what God has done in our lives, we glorify God. When, instead, we 
share from a “life in order” place, we may be at risk of glorifying ourselves! 
Acknowledge how amazingly God is working in your life, that He may be 
glorified. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I can witness to what You are doing. 
� 
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a 

cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.  
~1 Pet 2:16 ESV 

� 
11 April 

“Tell how he freed you from oppression ..." Ps 107:2 MSG 

Today, let us live in new freedom and grace, showing gentleness to others, 
in word and deed. 

As Holy Week begins, let us commit to spending more time with the Lord, 
watchful to how we can be His hands and feet (Mark 14:37-38). Jesus 
offered His hands and feet for our healing, through miracles, and for our 
salvation, through the cross. Today, answer God’s prompts, with grace, 
obedience, and promptness. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please open the eyes of my spirit to Your call.  



 12 April 
“Let those delivered by the Lord speak out, whose whom he delivered from 

the power of the enemy ..." Ps 107:2 NET 

We walk in freedom, as believers in our Lord Jesus. While Jesus agonised 
in what lay before Him, we can face death knowing that victory is ours 
through Him. Jesus, knowing what lay ahead, though battling in His 
humanity, kept His eyes and trust on the Father (Mark 14:35-36; Heb 12:2). 
As we remember Jesus’s sacrifice, may we keep our eyes and trust on the 
Lord. God is our strength, and He will use any difficulties to grow us into 
better versions of ourselves, glorifying Him. 
Today, let us raise the needs of others before the Lord’s throne. As Good 
Friday draws near, may we commit those we love who are enduring any 
suffering, irritation, anxieties, or pains to the Lord’s keeping. May we also 
be God’s instruments of peace in helping them know peace. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to love my brothers and sisters well, for 
Your glory. Please lay Your hand of healing, grace, and peace upon them. 

�&� 
13 April 

“Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.” 
John 1:13  

Today, let us find a way to lovingly serve others. 
Jesus, knowing that the hour was drawing closer for His death, lovingly 
showed His disciples how to love and serve servant-heartedly. This was 
not just a lesson for His first followers. This is also an example Jesus wants 
us to follow. “ … you also should wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14). 
Nowadays, foot-washing is no longer a regular part of life. Yet, there are 
other servant-hearted ways to serve. There are other menial tasks which 
must be done.  May we be prepared to “go the extra mile” so that others 
may know the incredible love of the Saviour. This week, in particular, may 
we shine His light in our world (Matt 5:16). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the example of perfect love You gave us.  



14 April  
“Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.” 

John 13:1 

Today, let us not deny our Lord in word or action, but be prepared to turn 
the other cheek with grace. “’Don’t hit back at all’ … if someone takes 
unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life” 
(Matt 5:39, 41 MSG).  
As we remember the sacrifice of our Saviour, may we be faithful 
witnesses. May we be prepared to suffer inconvenience. May we be 
prepared to overlook rudeness. May we be ready to show grace.  
[Just to be clear, domestic violence is not included in the suffering we are 
called to cover with grace. Please seek help and freedom.]  
Let us take some time today to thank our Lord Jesus for coming to be our 
Saviour. He knew that it would be a painful death, but there was no other 
way to pay our debt. Draw near and ask His forgiveness for sins committed 
and wrongs done. Ask to be restored by His grace (1 John 1:9). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please restore me by Your grace. 

�&� 
15 April  
“And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what 

each would get.” Mark 15:24 

Today, let us seek a way to bring others to Jesus in prayer. 
In our times, as in the time of Jesus, it is so easy to simply look out for 
number one – me. When the soldiers divided Jesus’s clothes, they did not 
consider what He might lose. Their thoughts were simply on “what each 
would get” (Mark 15:24). 
Let us not come to Jesus to “get” anything for ourselves. Let us not bring 
others that they might “get.” Rather, let us invite others to know Jesus so 
that they might have a relationship with Jesus and, through Him, come to 
know the Father as their Father. This is not a means to a “getting,” but 
rather an invitation to a generous giving of grace and new life. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, I seek to honour You as my Lord and Saviour. 



16 April 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!” Mark 15:39 

Today, if possible, let us point to Jesus, as the centurion did, as “the Son of 
God!” (Mark 15:39). 
Friday is gone, but Sunday is coming!! 
In this crazy-war-battling-Covid world, it may be tempting to question the 
path ahead. Like the disciples on the Emmaus Road, we may be 
wondering, “What next?” (Luke 24:13-24) 
Let us keep our eyes firmly on the Lord, trusting in Him. He is faithful. 
Though tears may last for the night, “joy comes with the morning” (Ps 30:5 
ESV).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to faithfully trust in Your ways, persevering. 
� 

The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 

be preached in his name to all nations ... ~Luke 24:46-47 
� 

17 April 
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.” Matt 28:6 

Resurrection Sunday! 
God be praised!  
Delight yourself in the Lord. Though all seemed lost, the Lord’s rising 
changed everything! We are indeed most richly blessed. 
To think that the Son of God would become Son of Man so that we might 
be saved! It was not simply a “name change” or a re-location either. Jesus 
became One like us. Now we can know righteousness in Him. 
The King lives!!  
Rejoice and let your heart be merry and glad. God is all mighty. 
Pray: Dearest, most beautiful Lord Jesus, thank You for freeing me from the 
penalty for my sins. I receive You as my Lord and my Saviour. Thank You. 



18 April 
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.” Matt 28:6 

Rejoice in the Lord’s goodness and mercy. Celebrate again that the Lord is 
Risen – He is Risen, indeed!! 
What a blessed people are we, that God would become Man that we 
might have everlasting life in Him. This is not just an abundance in the next 
life. There is also freedom, joy, gladness, and abundance here. 
No, not an abundance in all things. And, No, this freedom does not mean 
that we will never face a tough situation. We will, and we do, often daily. 
Yet, when we are honest with ourselves, do we not grow and mature to be 
people we can love and appreciate more through the very trials which 
shape us? They are tough but, like an Amazing Teacher, the Lord is closest 
when they are toughest. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for walking through terrors with me. 

�&� 
19 April  
“Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they 

could settle.” Ps 107:4 

As we read this verse, many people or peoples may come to mind. Our 
thoughts may go to the people of Ukraine or others currently unable to 
know a safe home. 
When we hear about the situations, strife or circumstances of others, we 
may experience frustration that we cannot seem to do much to help.  
In fact, we can help. We can take these burdens to our Loving Heavenly 
Father. He knows those things which cause our hearts to break, and His 
heart breaks over them too.  
God is sovereign; yet God also allows us to have free will. When we choose 
to intercede, we are committing our wills to God’s best for others (John 
14:13; 16:23). As we, or they, cry out to the Lord, they will be delivered 
from their distress (Ps 107:6). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for allowing us to have a role in 
praying for Your loving care over others. 



20 April  
“Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them 

from their distress.” Ps 107:6 

Some situations are incredibly distressing! Some of what has happened in 
the past two years may certainly fit into that category for you or for those 
you love. In addition to the actual details around Covid-risk, there were 
the limitations, the ramifications in terms of health, finances, work, 
movement, fellowship, and so much more. 
When we cry out to the Lord, He delivers us from our distress (Ps 107:4). 
Does that mean that Covid simply disappears? 
No! We can see that is not the case. 
But, as we cry out to the Lord, He delivers us from our distress. Even in 
these fires and storms, the Lord’s peace can overcome our distress. His 
peace, unlike any other peace, can still the distress in our hearts, minds, 
and spirits. This peace is available to us (John 14:27). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your peace, and the constancy of Your 
loving care. 

�&� 
21 April   

“Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them 
from their distress.” Ps 107:6 

Yesterday we reflected on how perfectly God can switch our distress for 
His perfect peace (John 14:27). This is not a peace which the world can 
give us. The world’s peace comes to us when the world is at peace. 
God’s peace can settle in our hearts even when war wages around us, 
whether in a terminally sick child or parent, an “oily-rag” financial 
situation, or relationships where coming together is a logistical nightmare. 
Yet, God can still deliver us from the distress of these situations (Ps 107:4). 
Cry out to God. He already knows your pain, and awaits your call. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I welcome Your peace. Please draw near. 
 



22 April 
“Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful 

deeds ... for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry …" Ps 107:8-9 

When we know want or lack in our lives, let us cry out to the Lord. During 
these Covid seasons, we may have hungered for greater connection. Let us 
pray to the Lord. 
When vaccines and boosters are being debated, and we are thirsty for 
knowledge, let us cry out to the Lord.  
When we are troubled by some of the changes taking place in our hearts 
and in our communities, let us pray to the Lord.  
God knows all things. He will fill our hunger for discernment and 
knowledge. 
Pray:  Dearest Father God, the Unchanging One, please satisfy my thirst for 
knowledge, and please fill me with Your grace. Thank You. 

� 
Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love your spiritual 

family. Revere God. Respect the government.  
~1 Pet 2:17 MSG 

� 
23 April 

“... for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things."  
Ps 107:8-9 

In our time, ‘filler”’ is often suggestive of something which is a low-value 
addition. An example from the Lord’s time would be the “cheaper wine” 
for “after the guests have had too much to drink” (John 2:10b).  
From Psalm 107, we know that the Lord “fills … with good things” (8-9). 
The Lord does not offer a ‘cheap filler.’ Rather, from the Lord we receive 
abundance. He offers the best, just as the water which became wine was 
“the best” (John 2:10c). Trust for the Lord’s best. 
Pray:  Thank You, Lord Jesus, that we can know “best” in You. Thank You that 
You are meeting our thirst and hunger in Your perfect way. 



24 April 
“Some sat in darkness … suffering in iron chains, because they rebelled 

against God’s commands ...." Ps 107:10-11 

All people, at one time or another, turn away from God’s will (Rom 3:23). 
For some, it is a brief interlude, for others, it is a long-term choice. This 
may be prompted by many different reasons.  
For some, turning from God is prompted by the instinct that God is 
deceiving and tempting them (Jas 1:13a). As James points out, God does 
not tempt anyone (13b). God is sheer goodness (17). 
Rather than choosing to blame God, we need to take responsibility for our 
own decisions and actions. We are now in darkness because of our 
rebellion (Ps 107:10-11). 
Rather than persist in rebellion, staying in darkness, call out to God! 
Pray: Dearest Lord God, please forgive me for so foolishly choosing to rebel. I 
seek Your light, and to walk by it in truth.  

�&� 
25 April  

“Some sat in darkness, in utter darkness, prisoners suffering in iron 
chains...." Ps 107:10 

Today we remember those who bravely gave their lives that we might 
know peace. Others, even now, are standing in battle-zones. Let us pray 
for them and for the families of all who lay down their lives to save others. 
We do not know, and cannot fully comprehend, all the suffering that they 
or their loved ones have gone through. We pray for strength for those 
currently seeing their homes and communities being torn apart. We 
remember in prayer those fleeing and those giving them refuge. We pray 
for those making logistical decisions, that they will choose God’s wisdom. 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, gave His life that we might know true freedom in 
Him (John 15:13). We ask Him to bless each one for whom ANZAC Day was 
costly. 
Pray: Dear Lord Jesus, please hold those currently suffering in Your tender care. 
Please guide those with responsibility for responding, for Your glory. We thank 
You for those who bravely fought. Please bless their families. 



26 April  
“Some sat in darkness, in utter darkness ...." Ps 107:10 

Two days ago, we affirmed with James that God does not tempt us (Jas 
1:13b). He is the giver of light and all good things (17). Yet, some who have 
experienced the Lord’s goodness go through times of darkness. 
Some sit in darkness because pain first drove them there. Their 
understanding of faith was inconsistent with something which they had 
experienced. They could not comprehend how a good God could allow bad 
things to happen. Without knowing or understanding God’s reasons, they 
had judged God.  
We cannot know God’s thoughts (Isa 55:8-9). We judge Him based on how 
we would respond. Instead, we are called to respond as He responds, 
generously loving us, even when we were His enemies (Rom 5:8).  
Look afresh at your Loving Father, and recommit with refreshed hope. 
Pray: Father God, please shine Your light afresh in my heart, mind, and spirit. 

�&� 
27 April 

“Some sat in darkness, in utter darkness ...." Ps 107:10 

When tough times come, we can choose to blame God. We risk judging 
Him. From judging God, it is only a small step to deciding that we knew 
better than God (Jas 1:13-16). Our pain is being used by the enemy to 
entrap us.  
Rather than sitting in the dark, grieving a loss, give it to God! Jesus, on 
seeing the only son of a widow dead, grieved with her and for her. His 
heart went out to her (Luke 7:13).  
Grief, not given to the Lord, can become a chain weighing down our 
hearts, minds, and spirits. Grief, entwined with judgment of God, can trap 
us in darkness, utter darkness (Ps 107:10). Rather than running to the 
Father, we draw back from Him. If this is you, or someone you love, cry out 
for freedom! 
Pray: Father God, please release me from the chains and mind-games which 
are keeping me trapped and separated from You. Please forgive me. 



28 April 
“Some sat in darkness … suffering in iron chains, because they rebelled 

against God’s commands ...." Ps 107:10-11 

In times of pain and uncertainty, we can fall back into earlier habits. The 
faith we thought we had has given in to fear.  
It many ways, it’s like walking in the bush. One moment, you’re happily 
walking in the sunshine, and all is breezy. This is like our early days of faith. 
Then, you might stumble in the shade. Something might happen to test 
our faith. Above the trees, the sun is still there. God is still sovereign.  
Our faith will grow and mature as we keep our eyes on God, not doubting 
or running off when difficulties come. Look to the Lord, and keep your 
hope fresh. 
Pray: Please forgive me, Lord, when I get anxious. Thank You for being my 
light and my hope. I am starting afresh in building my faith in You. 
� 
There’s no particular virtue in accepting punishment that you 
well deserve. But if you’re treated badly for good behavior 
and continue in spite of it to be a good servant, that is what 

counts with God.  ~1 Pet 2:20 MSG 

� 
29 April 

“Some sat in darkness … suffering in iron chains, because they rebelled 
against God’s commands ...." Ps 107:10-11 

We have considered those whose faith was being crushed through pain. 
We prayed that they, or we, might call out to God for freedom.  
Through their pain, they had turned away from faithfully following God’s 
ways. Faith had devolved to fear. Fear can then manifest as anger or 
stubbornness as control is re-sought.  
Rather than returning to old habits, let us ask God for new directions. 
Trust that God is making a new way, a new path (Prov 3:5-6; Ps 118:105). 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for pointing me to a new way and a new path. 
Please strengthen my resolve and deepen my faith and courage.  



30 April  
“Some sat in darkness … suffering in iron chains, because they rebelled 

against God’s commands ...." Ps 107:10-11 

Tough times come. Sometimes, it is because we have forgotten our 
faithfulness to God, and have wandered from His ways. We, to different 
degrees, accept our punishment. 
Other times, though, we experience heart-wrenching circumstances, but 
without a cause that we can identify. This is when we risk projecting 
human ways of thinking on to God.  
God’s thoughts are higher than ours (Isa 55:8-9). Rather than projecting 
our ways of thinking on to Him, and judging, we look to His ways. He is 
holy, and we are called to be holy (1 Pet 1:16).  
Yes, there will still be tough times. We will not understand how God is 
working things out. Yet, we can have faith that God is working things out. 
We can trust in the goodness of God.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me, when I blame You. I know that tough 
times hurt You too. I trust in Your bigger plan. 

�&� 
1 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ... proclaim among the nations what he has 
done." Ps 9:11 

As a new month begins, let us joyfully praise God for His faithfulness. He is 
exceedingly wonderful (Ps 9:1). 
May we know gladness of heart as we recall God’s faithfulness. God was 
faithful in sending His Beloved Son. He was faithful in calling us to Himself. 
Before one day of our lives had come to pass, God made a wonderful plan 
for our lives (Ps 139:14-16).  
May our hearts express our thankfulness, and pour out in words of songs 
and praise to encourage others (Eph 5:19-21). Then the candle of our 
thankfulness and love may become a glowing flame which brightens to 
light our world for God’s glory. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the joy of worshipping and praising You. 



2 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ... proclaim among the nations what he has 

done." Ps 9:11 

How our hearts will overflow with joy when we sing the praises of the Lord 
(Ps 9:11)! We remember and are glad. But how do we bring that sense of 
gladness to mind? 
Let us spend time in God’s Word. “In my heart I store up your words …” (Ps 
119:11).  What a joy it is to store up God’s Word in our hearts. When we 
hide it there, we can draw it out again as we have need (Ps 130:5). Then 
our gladness may be generously shared with others (Eph 5:19-21). 
As we remember God’s faithfulness, we can praise Him for that. We 
remember God’s faithfulness by reading the stories of His faithfulness in 
His Word. Let us commit to spending just a little time each day in God’s 
Word. This will help us to joyfully praise Him and build our trust in His 
goodness.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for encouraging me to hide Your Word in my 
heart. I praise You for Your faithfulness.  

�&� 
3 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ... proclaim among the nations what he has 
done." Ps 9:11 

What a joy and an encouragement it is to spend time in the company of 
some dear friends. It is wonderfully uplifting. We know them, and they 
know us.  
As we begin to read God’s Word more regularly, we begin to sense God’s 
heart. We begin to have a sense for how He will respond. We begin to 
grow in patience and perseverance. We see that God is an everlasting God 
“who does not change like shifting shadows” (Jas 1:17). 
If today, when today, your mind or heart feel a little unsettled, spend a 
moment in God’s Word. Spend time with your Shepherd (Ps 23).   
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your Word and its impact. Thank You that I 
can come to You without an appointment or a Zoom link. You are with me. 



4 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ... proclaim among the nations what he has 
done." Ps 9:11 

Our good friends know us. If we occasionally commit a ‘hiccup’ in word or 
action, they will likely be quick to overlook our foibles.  
How much more does God love us, know us intimately, and is ready to 
overlook our foibles?  
When we fall or fail, as we will (Rom 3:23), God waits (Luke 15:20). He 
waits for us to come to our senses (17) and to come back (18). When we 
humbly confess, the Lord graciously forgives us (19; 1 John 1:9). We are 
not dismissed to ‘the sin bin’ until we have ‘learned our lesson.’ Instead, 
God “is gracious and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Come to the Father. 
Pray: Dear Father God, thank You for Your gracious forgiveness. 
� 
For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, 
just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and 

you must follow in his steps. ~1 Pet 2:21 NLT 
� 

5 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

The father in Jesus’s parable joyfully welcomed others to celebrate his 
son’s return (Luke 15:23, 32). The good news was shared and celebrated. 
As we experience the Good News of our acceptance and restoration, let us 
not hold back. Let us sing the praises of the Lord (Ps 9:11). Let us joyfully 
praise God in the company of others. May they know that the God we 
serve is gracious, loving, and forgiving. In that way, if and when they stray, 
they may “come to their senses” and return to the Father (Luke 15:17-24) 
Share, that another may be restored (Jas 5:19-20).  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your grace and mercy, my Good News. 



6 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

You have likely heard the story of the two wolves. One is evil and one is 
good. The moral is that the one you feed will grow stronger. 
James touches on a similar point when talking about wisdom. Earthly 
wisdom is self-focused. It involves harbouring “bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in [our] hearts” (Jas 3:15). It is “earthly, unspiritual, demonic 
…[with] disorder and every evil practice” (15-16).  In contrast, heavenly 
wisdom “is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere” (17). 
As we commit to praising God (Ps 9:11) and spending time in His Word, 
heavenly wisdom will grow in our heart, minds, and spirits.  
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please continue to guide me in prioritising heavenly 
wisdom. I seek to live a life which honours God.  

�&� 
7 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

When our thoughts are focused on all that is good and pure and true, we 
are “feeding” the good wolf. We are prioritising heavenly wisdom (Jas 
3:17). As we praise God (Ps 9:11), we are honouring Him for the goodness 
He has achieved. This goodness has been achieved in our lives and in the 
lives of others. God achieves goodness because God is good.  
Have you ever noticed that you become like the people with whom you 
spend most time? 
When we spend time in God’s Word, we are training ourselves to be 
diligent in following God’s good ways. Through spending time with Him, 
His goodness ‘rubs off’ on us. Let us purposefully choose to spend more 
time with God, knowing more of His goodness. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes to see and practice Your goodness 
in my life. Please help me to turn from enemy traps and trails. 



8 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

Today we can sing the praises of the Lord for the mothers He placed in our 
lives to guide us. Through them, God sought to demonstrate His love for 
us. It is true that their love was fallible. Although they tried to love 
faithfully, in some cases they got it horribly wrong. 
Today we can sing the praises of the Lord for the mothering opportunities 
He placed in our lives to guide others. Through them, God sought to 
demonstrate His love. It is true that our love was fallible. Although we 
tried to love faithfully, in some cases we got it horribly wrong. 
God is our Comforter, whether we are the one failing or experiencing 
failure. We can still come to Him and praise Him for the Mum we had or 
have, and the mothering opportunities we had, or have, or will have. God 
is most gracious. Whatever your situation today, show love and honour to 
those women who have a heart to see you achieve God’s call on your life.   
Pray: Dearest Lord, please bless those through whom You have blessed me. 

�&� 
9 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

Through our whole lives, incremental changes have been happening in us. 
When we began this journey called ‘life,’ we could not walk, and we could 
not talk. Yet, over the years, we have slowly added skill after skill, some 
more rapidly than others. We can praise God that we are “fearfully and 
wonderfully made” (Ps 139:14). 
We can also praise God for the way that He is daily transforming us to His 
perfect will, as we faithfully follow. Let us follow as He calls, staying true to 
Him and His ways. 
Sing praises to the Lord (Ps 9:11), including for the call He has put on your 
life. Spend time in His Word, and discern how best to serve for His glory. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, Mighty God, I praise You for the call You have placed 
on my life. Please help me to discern it well, that You may be glorified. 



10 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

We know that as we draw near to God, He will draw near to us (Jas 4:8). If, 
instead, we walk away from what God is doing in our lives, we risk 
becoming entrapped again in the enemy’s lies. Like Jonah, we can drift and 
lose our way. 
Withdrawing from the closeness we had is like moving away from a 
language-centre. As our new language falls into disuse, we lose fluency. 
The words and phrases we so diligently learned begin to lose their sense. 
We forget how our heart would sing when engaging with God. We 
remember no more what the Lord has done. Return, Beloved! God is 
waiting (Luke 15:20). 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for encouraging me back to You and the Father. 

� 
He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. 

 ~1 Pet 2:22 NLT 
� 

11 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

Sing praises to the Lord. Sing His praises (Ps 9:11) for how He drew you 
back to Him. 
If you call to mind, there were probably quite a few people and instances 
which God used to restore you. Like the lost sheep, God will “go after [it] 
until he finds it” (Luke 15:4).  
Just as you incrementally grew and developed as a child, you can 
incrementally change. The question is, how do you want to incrementally 
change? Would you become more or less like the Lord? As more time is 
spent with God, His Word, and His Holy Spirit, you also become 
transformed (2 Cor 3:17-18). His image becomes more clearly reflected in 
your life. Let us strive to be His faithful image-bearers (Gen 1:26-27). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please change me more and more each day into 
the image of Your Beloved Son Jesus, that I may call others to You.  



12 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

As we witness in the lives of others, we may be able to discern incremental 
changes. They may only be miniscule at first. Yet, as we look back weeks, 
or months, or possibly years, we can see that God is transforming them. 
We “sing the praises of the Lord” (Ps 9:11). 
In some cases, people may not be ready to accept that they are changing. 
While we can see that they are on a journey to faith in the Lord, they may 
not be ready to admit that yet. Be patient. The Lord is patient. 
Continue to encourage them. Continue to walk with them. Be ready to 
lead them more closely, when the time is right. For now, simply praise God. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for the amazing way that You are 
working in my friend’s life. Please give me the right words of 
encouragement and hope.  

�&� 
13 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

Just as we can see incremental positive changes, we need to keep a look 
out for incremental negative changes. These can happen with new 
believers (Matt 13:5), but also with more mature believers (Jas 5:19-20). 
These may be in response to negative experiences crushing their spirits. It 
may also be because of enticing alternatives drawing them away.  
How do we take steps to protect against incremental negative changes? 
Let us walk the journey together, being mindful of how negative 
experiences or enticing alternatives can draw our loved ones away. Be 
realistic about the struggles we experience. Be honest about 
disappointments felt, and about temptations avoided. These can be both 
an assurance for your loved ones, but also a story for checking reactions. 
Let us love one another well enough to encourage perseverance. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the companions You have given me for 
this life. Please help me to love them well, faithfully pointing them to You. 



14 May 
“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

As incremental changes happen at the beginning of life, so too some go 
through incremental changes at the end of life. For some, these changes 
are rapid and intense. For others, changes are imperceptible.  
As change happens in the lives of our loved ones, may we continue to sing 
the praises of the Lord (Ps 9:11). May we joyfully celebrate each day of life 
together. May we honour those beloved in this season too.  
God knows each part of our journey before we do (Ps 139:16). In His own 
way, He has been preparing us for this too. We are not doing this alone. 
God is present to strengthen us. God is there to hold us. When it seems 
like we cannot take another change, God faithfully waits for us to share 
our burdens with Him (1 Pet 5:7).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your guidance through this tough journey. 
 

�&� 
15 May 

“Sing the praises of the LORD ...." Ps 9:11 

Sometimes the incremental changes are happening to us. Then we are the 
ones who need to be mindful of God’s presence.  
God knows each part of your journey before you do (Ps 139:16). In His 
own way, He has been preparing you for this too. You are not doing this 
alone. God is present to strengthen you. God is there to hold you. When it 
seems like you cannot take another change, God faithfully waits for you, 
and those caring for you, to share the burdens with Him (1 Pet 5:7).  
Just as the heart of Jesus was touched by the widow who lost her only son 
(Luke 7:13-16), He feels for your situation. 
Continue to joyfully praise God and celebrate each day of life together. Let 
us share, the good, the sweet, but also the real. 
Pray: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You that You are with us in all our valleys. 
Thank You that we can know mountain glories with You too.  



16 May 
“... he does not ignore the cries of the afflicted." Ps 9:12 

The Lord Jesus who suffered in silence (1 Pet 2:23) “does not ignore the 
cries of the afflicted" (Ps 9:12).  
Jesus feels the pain that we are experiencing. He suffers with us. God asks 
us to bring Him our pain, our disappointments, our fears (1 Pet 5:7). He 
wants to share this journey with us. He assures us that we do not travel 
alone (Heb 13:5).  
If you are now carrying a heavy burden, let your Saviour share it with you. 
He does not say that He will take all things away from us, but rather that 
He will strengthen us in the journey. We cast our cares and worries on 
Him, laying our prayers before His throne (1 John 5:14). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for Your tender, loving kindness. Thank 
You for Your grace. 

� 
He suffered in silence, content to let God set things 

right. He used his servant body to carry our sins to the 
Cross so we could be rid of sin,  

free to live the right way.  ~1 Pet 2:23-24 MSG  
� 

17 May 
“... he does not ignore the cries of the afflicted." Ps 9:12 

The world in 2022 is in a pretty crazy space! So many people are hurting 
and doing it tough. Can we say we do not “ignore the cries of the afflicted” 
(Ps 9:12)?   
Maybe we could take one small step to help another. Maybe there are two 
little things we could do to improve another’s lot. Maybe by incremental 
steps, like the woman on the beach who saved another, and another, and 
another starfish, we could make a difference. We may not be able to help 
much in the lives of the afflicted. We can make sure that they feel heard. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunities You give to be a listening 
ear to others. Please show me some ways that I may be Your hands and feet. 



18 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Much as we may not like to admit it, some people simply do not like us. 
Some may have very good reasons for not liking us. Sometimes, it is 
because we have lived our brokenness in ways which touched their lives 
(Rom 3:23). Sometimes, it is more about them than us. 
However it came about, at different times and seasons we will have 
enemies. Some will take that role quite seriously! We do not need to look 
beyond Jesus to see that enemies persecute (Ps 9:13; Mark 12:12). 
Jesus, Himself persecuted by enemies, tells us how to treat those enemies. 
“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” 
(Matt 5:44). Jesus was not denying that we would have enemies or those 
who would persecute us. Jesus never implied that the freedom we would 
know in Him represented freedom from tough times, from pain, or from 
enemies (John 10:10). James, Jesus’s half-brother, used “whenever” in 
reference to trials of many kinds (Jas 1:2). Know that you are not alone.  
Pray: Please help me, Lord, to generously love those who have set 
themselves against me. 

�&� 
19 May 

“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

David, the psalmist who wrote Psalm 9, was very familiar with persecution. 
In his trials with King Saul, David always attempted to live a life of 
integrity. David still honoured Saul as his king, even when David’s friends 
and companions were encouraging David to remove the threat of Saul. 
We, like David, are called to a life of integrity. We can call on God to testify 
that our enemies are persecuting us. Can we just as easily testify to God 
that we are loving our enemies as Jesus called us to do (Matt 5:44)? 
Just maybe, as we follow Jesus’s call to love our enemies, they will become 
better known to us, and we to them. Enemies can become friends. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for opening my eyes to a better way.  



20 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Yes, the Lord “sees how my enemies persecute me” (Ps 9:13). The Lord can 
also see their hearts, minds, and spirits, and knows why they are acting as 
they do (Luke 5:22). While it is very easy to make everything that is 
happening all about us, let us look beyond ourselves.  
Pray that the Lord might show you the lives and hearts of others through 
His eyes. If we could see the world in this way, what would we see? 
Would our hearts be crushed by the brokenness around us? What would 
we feel? Would it be shame at carelessly shared words? Would it be guilt 
at how incredibly privileged we are in life? Would we want to shelter and 
hold those within our radius?   
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to see how You see. Please rid me of 
my selfish self-focus. I want my focus to be on Your Kingdom purposes. 

�&� 
21 May 

“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Yesterday, we asked the Lord to show us His perspective, so that we could 
more ably see with a Kingdom purpose. 
Could it be that, with Kingdom-focused eyes, we will see that we are the 
enemies who are persecuting others (Ps 9:13)? 
Saul, before he knew the Lord Jesus, truly believed that he was serving 
God. Could our efforts for God be hurting others? 
In some cases, we may be “persecuting” as God’s instruments. We may, at 
Holy Spirit direction, be speaking uncomfortable truths to others. Nathan 
the prophet was called to do that in the life of King David (2 Sam 12:1-10). 
If we are speaking Holy Spirit truths, we may be making others 
uncomfortable. Let us be sure, though, that we are Holy Spirit-led. Painful, 
salty words can be delivered with grace, as Nathan did. 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please guide me in the way of truth. Please help 
me to not persecute, but to speak truth as You lead. 



22 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Sometimes, the actions or words of another can be painful to hear. 
Although they may believe that they are ‘fighting the good fight,’ they are 
not doing it with grace. Their words or actions will not “turn a sinner from 
the error of their way” (Jas 5:20).  
Yes, we are called to be salt and light, but “Mercy triumphs over judgment” 
(Jas 2:13). If we are called to speak truth, let us rely on Holy Spirit to give 
us those words (Luke 12:12). 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please confirm that You are the One guiding me 
as I speak uncomfortable truths. Keep my tongue under Your control. 
� 

For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls”.  

~1 Pet 2:25 
� 

23 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

If God is asking us to intervene, let us commit to faithfully following. 

When we are truly concerned about the words we will use with another, 
we are more likely to tread carefully.  

Let us commit those words in prayer before God’s throne. He will guide us 
by His wisdom through Holy Spirit power. His wisdom is “pure … peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere” (Jas 3:17). 

God can guide another through the mouth of a donkey (Num 22:28). We 
can trust that He will use our mouths wisely too. Let us speak as we are 
led, with the words He will give us (Luke 12:12).   

Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me in being submissive to Your words, 
sharing them to honour You, and to help another. 



24 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

If God is asking us to intervene, sometimes it takes extra bravery. Ananias, 
called to meet with Saul, knew Saul as a man who had done harm “to your 
holy people” (Acts 9:13). When we are called to speak truth in the lives of 
others, we may need an extra dose of courage. 
Esther, too, needed extra bravery when she went to intervene for her 
people. Mordecai challenged her, “And who knows but that you have 
come to your royal position for such a time as this?” (Est 4:14).  
God may have placed you in your exact position and relational networks 
for “such a time as this.”  Be obedient, with a brave heart.  
Esther, knowing the risks, responded, “… I will go to the king, even though 
it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish” (Est 4:16). [To be clear, the 
fact of going to the king was unlawful; her words were not.]  
Though speaking out is unlikely to cost you your physical life, it may 
diminish your relational-network life. Be brave anyway, for God’s glory. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please guide me in going where You send me. 
Please make Your purposes clear.  

�&� 
25 May 

“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Could we be the ones persecuting without cause? 
If another comes to you to challenge the words that you are using, follow 
the advice of James. Be “quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 
angry” (Jas 1:19).  
Listen well to what they are saying. Is it possible that you have jumped 
into a situation with more judgment than mercy (Jas 2:3)? Are you 
expressing your own criticism rather than the Lord’s righteous anger?  
Seek the Lord’s answer. Do not be an enemy against the Lord’s people. 
Pray: Forgive me, please, Dearest Lord, for those times when I have jumped 
in, ‘boots and all.’   



26 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

James, the Lord’s half-brother, calls his readers to “be quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry” (Jas 1:19). How can I be quick to 
hear? 
Ask Holy Spirit to show you where you have been speaking out of turn. 
Maybe you have taken offence at the words of another because of how 
they grate on your spirit. Maybe those words were given to the other by 
Holy Spirit! When we go floundering into the same space, we are working 
against what Holy Spirit wants to achieve. Let us, instead, wait on the Lord.  
Pray, fast, and seek God’s wisdom through His Word and through His 
people before raising a challenge with God’s people. It may be needed, 
but it needs to be done in God’s timing, as God directs. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please guide my heart, mind, thoughts, and words so 
that they are truly representing You. 

�&� 
27 May 

“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

We need to be attentive to hearing the Lord well (Jas 1:19a). We also need 
to be attentive to hearing the other well. 
Are we truly hearing what they are saying, or is what they are saying 
triggering something else in us? Could we be projecting onto their words a 
meaning which is beyond what they intended? 
It might be helpful to consider how these words might be received if they 
were shared in a different context. Perhaps it would be helpful to speak 
with the one sharing these words in a private conversation. In this way, 
what they are expressing may be more fruitfully heard from the heart and 
context from which it is expressed. 
Be ready to accept that you may have jumped to conclusions. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me when I jump ahead of You, even if it 
is in Your defence. Please grow me in patience. 



28 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Even when attentive to hearing well (Jas 1:19a), we may pre-judge based 
on a personality clash. Consider whether your response to these words 
would be the same if they were spoken by a loved one.  
We are human, and sometimes we can respond too quickly with earthly 
wisdom, expressing jealousy or insecurity (Jas 3:14-16). Instead, entrust 
your words and actions to heavenly wisdom (17). In this way, you will be 
doing the work which honours the Father. 
Take a break, whether online or offline, and then hear again what was 
said. Pray for godly guidance in how to respond. 
Pray Dearest Lord, please forgive me when my spirit gets riled up at the 
words of another. Please help me to hear with Your ears, and to speak with 
Your words. 
� 

“Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own 
husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, 
they may be won over without words by the behavior of 

their wives.”   ~1 Pet 3:1 
� 

29 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

When we rush into conversations, “boots and all,” we risk hurting people. 
James’s advice is to “be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 
angry” (Jas 1:19). 
When, instead, we take time to properly hear what is being said, to whom 
it is being said, and how it is being communicated, we grow in 
understanding. In particular, may we be careful in online conversations.  
If we have hurt another by our careless words, let us graciously admit our 
fault and ask for their grace and forgiveness. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for causing hurt to another. 



30 May 
“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

When we cry out, “Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!” (Ps 9:13), are 
we asking God to intervene because we have used careless words?  
James’s advice includes “be slow to speak” (Jas 1:19). We need to hesitate 
before rushing in. Our words, whether shared online or offline, can last 
forever. 
Shared online, they can ricochet and resonate through reposts, memories, 
and reshares. Shared offline, words can cut just as deeply. What you 
shared in a pained response, may be used by the enemy to hurt others for 
years to come. It may be an internal voice which causes pain. It may be a 
misspoken word which fell on the wrong ears, causing a damaged 
reputation. 
Be slow to speak, and then speak truth, with mercy and grace (Jas 2:13). 
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please guard my tongue. 

�&� 
31 May 

“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!”  Ps 9:13 

Some words are important to share. In some cases, we need to be 
courageous in speaking truth, as Esther did (Est 4:14-16). 

At other times, we need to hold back on sharing. That brings us to James’s 
final word of advice on speech,  “be … slow to become angry” (Jas 1:19). 
In many cases, becoming angry is a sign that you are losing the argument 
and losing control. When we exercise self-control, a Holy Spirit gift (Gal 
5:22-23), we are growing in our Christian maturity.  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Gal 6:9).  

Follow Holy Spirit prompts in how to engage for God’s glory, that you may 
be instrumental in bringing another back to the way of truth (Jas 5:19-20). 

Pray:  Thank You, Holy Spirit, for helping me to grow in self-control. Please 
transform me for God’s glory. 



 1 June 
“A woman in that town who lived a sinful life …." Luke 7:37  

Luke does not try to hide the truth about the woman who came to Jesus. 
He recognised that she lived a sinful life. Similarly, “Rahab the prostitute” 
(Jas 2:25) was recognised by her reputation. These were not words spoken 
in condemnation. In both cases, these women had been transformed 
through their interactions with the Lord. He changed them. 
In contrast, when we speak about people still trapped in sinful lives, let us 
speak with grace and mercy rather than judgment (Jas 2:13). The Lord will 
be calling them to follow Him. Our part is to demonstrate His love, and 
acceptance, and to be ready to receive them as sisters or brothers. The 
changed lives of those the Lord transforms can be used by Him in amazing 
ways (John 4:1-42). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to treat others with grace and respect. 

� 
“… even if some refuse to obey the Good News, your godly 

lives will speak to them without any words. They will be won 
over by observing your pure and reverent lives.”    

~1 Pet 3:1-2 NLT 
� 

2 June 
“A woman in that town who lived a sinful life …." Luke 7:37  

When the “woman in that town who lived a sinful life …." (Luke 7:37) came 
to Simon’s house, he saw her as a sinner (Luke 7:39). I believe, in contrast, 
that Jesus could see her as made in the image of the Father (Gen 1:26-27).  
How do we see people? Do we see them through the lens of their 
challenges, their attitudes, or their wounds?  
Rather than see them as an amalgam of their past actions and faults, may 
we see them as God intended. May we use a grace filter. May we give 
them the benefit of the doubt. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to see others as You see them. 



3 June 
“A woman in that town who lived a sinful life …." Luke 7:37  

When Jesus went to preach in His hometown, what did the people see? 
Did they see the Man before them, or did they see Him through the lens of 
the Child who grew up among them (Luke 4:24)? 
Too often we are at risk of continuing to see others through the pre-
transformation lens rather than as they are now. As mentioned earlier, we 
change by increments. We can acknowledge how much the Lord has been 
achieving in our lives, hearts, and spirits. Let us also be prepared to 
graciously accept others in whom God has been at work (Luke 15:20). 
She was a “woman in that town who lived a sinful life" (Luke 7:37). 
Through what she had heard, and her humility in coming before the Lord 
(37-38), she demonstrated her repentance. She was being transformed 
(7:50). May we be willing to update our opinions! 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, please forgive me for jumping in with an “old 
reputation” outlook.  

�&� 
4 June 

“A woman in that town who lived a sinful life …." Luke 7:37  

I was a woman in a town who lived a sinful life. You, my brothers and 
sisters, have also lived sinful lives. We are all sinners (Rom 3:23). Our 
sinfulness may not have taken the same form as that of this woman (Luke 
7:37), but we had each gone astray. We had each followed our own selfish 
desires (Jas 1:14-16). We were each heading toward death, but our 
Saviour called us to Himself. 
When we are able to recognise our own unholiness, in comparison to our 
Holy God, we tend to be more accepting of others who have fallen into sin. 
In comparison to God’s holiness, sin is sin, and deserving of death (Rom 
6:23). Let us thank our Risen Saviour that we are now free. 

Pray: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for saving me from the death I deserved. 
Please help me to look on others with compassionate eyes.  



5 June 
“A woman …learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house … "  

Luke 7:37 

Jesus’s reputation went before Him. Even from prison, John the Baptist 
was aware (Luke 7:18). This woman, like the woman with the bleeding 
issue, came to Jesus in faith (Mark 5:28). 
Jesus was also concerned about the reputation that we, as Christ-
followers, would have among people.” By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). 
As we graciously and sincerely show love to one another, may others know 
us as genuine Christ-followers. May they seek and come to know Jesus 
through interactions with us, those called to be the Lord’s hands and feet 
for this generation (John 13:15). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the honour of being Your witness in 
this time and place. Please help me to glorify God in all that I say and do 
while loving others. 

�&� 
6 June 

“… she came with an alabaster jar of perfume. " Luke 7:37 

What do you offer to the Lord for His glory? 
Perhaps you are able to offer back some of the gifts you have received, 
through loving service to others? Maybe you need new bravery and 
courage in order to step up and offer these. 
Sometimes, we may have offered a gift, but it was rejected. This may have 
been because, like a growing fruit, it was still at the underripe stage. Since 
then, through the Lord’s transformation, it has been transformed.  
If you believe that Holy Spirit is inviting you to offer your gift, please 
prayerfully confirm. Then, come, as the woman did (Luke 7:37). You are 
not stepping forward based on your reputation, but for God’s glory. 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please confirm that You are calling me in this way 
at this time. Please help me to offer this gift for God’s glory.  



7 June 
“… she stood behind him at his feet weeping …. " Luke 7:38 

What do you imagine will be your first response when you finally meet 
your Lord Jesus face to face? 
You, like each of us, have recognised your sinfulness, whether yesterday or 
on an earlier date. You know that we have fallen from God’s perfect 
picture of humanity. You also know that Jesus came that we might be 
raised up to new connectedness with the Father. 
When we see Him, it will be the culmination of our faith journey. We will 
behold our Lord. It promises to be an unspeakably beautiful moment. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for all that You have done that I might have 
life in You. My life is in Your hands, and I adore You. 
� 
Your beauty should not come from outward adornment … 
Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading 

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great 
worth in God’s sight. ~1 Pet 3:3-4 

� 
8 June 

“… she stood behind him at his feet weeping …. " Luke 7:38 

Maybe, instead, you are dreading the day that you will stand before the 
Lord. You recognise your sinfulness and, like the woman, may believe that 
you will stand “behind him at his feet weeping … " (Luke 7:38). 
Beloved, Jesus died to save you from your sins! 
He does not want you to carry them any longer, but to lay them on His 
shoulders. He died that you might be free. He took your sins upon Himself 
on the cross (1 Pet 2:24).  
Accept His sacrifice as your sin-debt repayment, knowing freedom in Him. 
Pray: O Lord, Jesus, I find it incomprehensible that You would die for me. I 
was the one who committed the sins, but You were the One committed to 
a savage death on the cross. Thank You for taking my place.  



9 June 
“When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If 
this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what 

kind of woman she is – that she is a sinner." Luke 7:39 

The difference between the two characters in this tale reminds me of the 
difference between Jairus and the woman with the issue of blood. Simon 
the Pharisee, like Jairus, was in a privileged, entitled position. Simon was 
the host; Jairus was a synagogue leader (Mark 5:22). In contrast, both 
women were unnamed and involved in shameful things. The woman with 
the issue of blood would be an outcast (Mark 5:23; Lev 15:25); the other, a 
prostitute.  
Do we, like those James spoke against in his letter, interact with 
favouritism (Jas 2:1-6, 9)? Do we honour some and dishonour others, 
though all are made in the image of God (Jas 3:9; Gen 1:26-27)? Some 
vessels are made for honourable and holy purposes, and some for 
dishonourable purposes (2 Tim 2:20). All people are created in God’s 
image for holy purposes (Lev 11:44; 1 Pet 1:16). Let us honour all. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please forgive me when I dishonour others. 
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10 June 

“… he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is – 
that she is a sinner." Luke 7:39 

Yesterday, we touched on honourable and dishonourable vessels. When 
the vessel is a human-made tool, dishonourable uses are permissible (2 
Tim 2:20). But when the created vessel is God-made, i.e. human (Gen 
1:27), they are made for holy purposes (Lev 11:44). 
Paul assures Timothy that “if anyone cleanses himself from what is 
dishonourable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, 
useful to the master” (2 Tim 2:21 ESV).  If you have used your ‘vessel’ for 
unholy purposes, humbly confess and know forgiveness (1 John 1:9). God 
is gracious and kind (Luke 15:20), and He will accept you.  
Pray: Thank You, Father God; I rejoice in being chosen for holy purposes. 



11 June 
“… he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is – 

that she is a sinner." Luke 7:39 

Though unclean, the woman with the issue of blood did not experience 
rejection from Jesus. Knowing that power had gone from Him, He sought 
out the one who had received His power (Luke 8:43-46). When she told 
her story, Jesus prioritised her faith (47-48). 
When we encounter others whom we might consider unworthy or 
unclean, may we too focus on their faith. May we prioritise how God 
might be working in their lives, and the gift of faith (Eph 2:8) which He is 
using to transform and grow them (2 Cor 3:18). May our first priority be to 
see as Jesus does, looking for ways to accept, rather than ways to reject. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your amazing witness. Please grow in me 
the eyes to see as You do, the heart, mind, and spirit to willingly accept 
others, and the heart to produce words of welcome and healing. 
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12 June 

“… he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is – 
that she is a sinner." Luke 7:39 

Though Jesus knew who was touching Him, and what kind of woman she 
was, she did not experience rejection from Jesus. Though she had used her 
body for dishonourable purposes, her touch was not rejected by Jesus 
(Luke 7:38).  
Are we prone to reject those who dishonour God with sins which are not 
our sins? As James points out, the one who “knows the good they ought to 
do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them” (Jas 4:17). Paul affirms, “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23).  
Rather than condemnation or judgment, may others receive mercy 
through us (Jas 2:13). Even if we are the recipients of their sin, we are 
called to be forgiving (Matt 6:14-15). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times when I so quickly and 
easily jumped into judgment. Please grow forgiveness in me. 



13 June 
“Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts 

of both." Luke 7:42 

Jesus, through His story, oh so gently reminded Simon of the richness of 
lavish love. He did this through comparing the excellence of the woman’s 
treatment with his own lack as a gracious host. Knowing her huge debt, 
the woman had responded in abundance, potentially using a tool of her 
‘trade’ to richly anoint her new Master (Luke 7:37). She, knowing the 
depth of her debt and the richness of her need for His forgiveness, came 
with all that she had to give.  
Simon, in contrast, was probably not as aware of his debt. Possibly, he 
regarded any sins he had committed as minute by comparison. The very 
judgment that Simon made was bringing him into judgment (Matt 7:1-3; 
Jas 2:12-13, 4:11-12; 5:9).  
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please keep me from judging others. 
� 
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with 

your wives, and treat them with respect …. ~1 Pet 3:7 
� 

14 June 
“Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts 

of both." Luke 7:42 

Jesus, through His story, gently reminded Simon that the moneylender 
forgave them both. Though Simon’s sins may have been committed less 
frequently or with less abandon, they were still sins. Simon still spoke or 
acted in ways which were disobedient to God. As James points out, 
“whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty 
of breaking all of it” (Jas 2:10). Jesus would still suffer for Simon’s sins. 
We, too, have sinned (Rom 3:23). Although our sins may not be as obvious as 
the sins of others, they cost Jesus. Run to Him in humble confession, as this 
woman did, knowing that His grace and restoration awaits your earnest 
request (1 John 1:9). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, I am truly sorry for my sins and my failings. 



15 June 
“Then he turned toward the woman …." Luke 7:44 

I love that, at this point, Jesus turned toward the woman (Luke 7:44). He 
could have continued to engage with Simon alone, but He showed that He 
wanted the woman to be included in this part of the conversation. 
He pointed out to Simon how, by her actions, she had been a far more 
generous hostess. Through his neglect, Simon had effectively dishonoured 
Jesus. By her abundant actions, she had stepped into Simon’s role (Luke 
7:44-46).  
May she, by her actions, inspire us to also give abundantly, that God may be 
glorified. She was not competing with Simon. Rather, she gave from the 
abundant forgiveness she felt. We too are not to compete in our service to 
God. Rather, we are to honour and glorify and serve God for all that He has 
achieved, and continues to achieve, in forgiving and transforming us.  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You seems SO insufficient. Please guide me in 
ways to show my gratitude.   

�&� 
16 June 

“Then he turned toward the woman …." Luke 7:44 

All of the care and all of the attention that this woman bestowed on Jesus 
was expressed behind Him (Luke 7:38). Yet Jesus was aware of each detail; 
“she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair” (44).  
Each cup, each visit, and each moment of attentive care that we offer to 
others is also known to God (Matt 25:35-45).  
We do not do this for praise. We do not do it for recognition. We do not 
do these things to win our salvation. Rather, because of what Jesus has 
already done in our lives, we want to bountifully serve others. We seek to 
bless others through the blessings which we have received so graciously 
(Gen 12:1-3).  
Pray:   Thank You, Lord, that I can be an instrument which points to Your 
salvation, grace, and blessings. Please guide my words and actions, and 
show me where I may serve You today. 



17 June 
“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 

shown.” Luke 7:47 
At what point did the woman know for sure that her sins were forgiven? 
At what point did you realise that your sins had been forgiven? What 
incredible joy when that moment comes to pass!!! 
Perhaps, for the woman, it was a movement in her spirit as she wet Jesus’s 
feet in humble repentance (Luke 7:38a)? Perhaps it was as she lovingly 
poured the perfume over His feet (38b)? Possibly that moment did not 
come to pass in certainty until Jesus talked about forgiveness of the debt 
(42). Either way, the woman knew that Jesus had not pulled away in 
rejection of her. She knew forgiveness (47). 
Have you experienced the joy of true forgiveness? 
Pray:  Dearest Lord God, thank You that You came that we might 
experience true forgiveness in You. 
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18 June 

“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 
shown.” Luke 7:47 

Have you experienced the joy of God’s forgiveness today? 
Our enemy is constantly on the prowl for ways to trip us up (1 Pet 5:8). We 
will experience temptation, and there will be times when we will need to 
come to the Lord in humble confession. God is gracious and will forgive us 
(1 John 1:9). He knows that we are flesh, created from dust (Matt 26:41; 
Gen 2:7). 
In His great love, God made a way for us to know reconciliation (John 
3:16). This was not an “I’ve done it, and now you’re on your own” sort of 
reconciliation. He knows that, on this side of heaven, we are still prone to 
wandering (Jas 5:19-20; Rom 3:23). When you recognise that you have 
sinned, come immediately in humbles confession (1 John 1:8-10).  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your patient forgiveness.  



19 June 
“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 

shown.” Luke 7:47 
Have you experienced the joy of God’s forgiveness today? 
Do you know the joy of being His child? “… to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God” (John 1:12).  
If you have never received Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, why not now? 
Humbly confess that you have sinned, and that you are a sinner in need of 
a Saviour. Seek the forgiveness of the Lord. Jesus died a horrible death so 
that you could know forgiveness, and reconciliation with the Father. Invite 
the Lord into your heart in your own words, and then let a Christian friend 
or a pastor at a local church know of your life-changing decision.  
Welcome, Brother; welcome, Sister. 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for releasing me from my sin debt.  

� 
… treat them … αs heirs with you of the gracious gift of 
life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. ~1 Pet 3:7 

� 
20 June 

“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 
shown.” Luke 7:47 

This woman’s overflowing love was directly proportional to the debt which 
she had had forgiven.  
Does that mean that if we believe that we have only been forgiven for a 
small amount that we should be more sparing in our love? 
Did Jesus step down from the cross when He had paid what He deserved? 
Jesus would not have been on the cross if He was paying for His own sin. 
He was sinless! Jesus went through that incredible suffering for our sin!  
If, for even a moment, an outpouring of love from us could encourage 
another to seek Jesus as their Lord, let us be exuberant in lavish love! 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for all that you went through for us. 



 21 June 
“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 

shown.” Luke 7:47 
The local woman had a reputation for being a sinner. She knew this, but in 
Jesus she also knew forgiveness. 
Do we imagine that our sins are less important that hers?  
If you are uncertain, imagine the colour difference between one drop of 
black ink in a bucket and one spoonsful of black ink in a bucket. Either way, 
the water in the bucket is no longer pure! 
Jesus made it possible for us to be restored into relationship with a Holy 
God, His Father. We could not have done that. Through Jesus, we become 
pure again. The local woman knew the reputation which Jesus had, and 
she wanted to spend time in His presence, and know forgiveness. Of 
course she lavishly loved Him. Do you? 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, it is mind-blowing to imagine the difference 
which You made in my life by Your death. Let me never forget that! 

�&� 
22 June 

“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 
shown.” Luke 7:47 

Yesterday we considered whether either a bucket of water with one drop 
of black ink or a bucket of water with one spoonful of black ink might be 
palatable. I think we can agree that neither would touch our lips. 
Jesus, by contrast, offered the woman at the well “living water” (John 
4:10). Here was another woman of “ill-repute.” She also did not 
experience rejection by Jesus. 
Jesus seeks to be our Lord and Saviour. Even if a person’s sin life could be 
represented by a bucket-full of black ink, even then, Jesus would not reject 
a repentant sinner (1 John 1:9).  
Come to Jesus, and lavishly love Him (Luke 7:37-38). 
Pray: Dear Father God, I am overjoyed that I have been reconciled to You.  



23 June 
“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 

shown.” Luke 7:47 
Adding the black ink to the bucket of water is not an exercise in seeing just 
how ‘bad’ we can be. No! 
Instead, it is to visualise that any amount of sin in our lives, means that we 
are not pure like the Father. We are called to be holy (1 Pet 1:16), but we 
need Jesus. Jesus is the One who will take our sin debt on Himself, and 
who will cover us with His righteousness. “This righteousness is given 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe” (Rom 3:22).  
We are all sinners (Rom 3:23). Yet, as we come by repentant faith to 
Christ, we are covered by His righteousness. 
Joyfully praise God, and lavishly love Him and others, that He may be 
glorified. 
Pray: Dear Lord, i am so incredibly grateful for all that You have done in my 
life. Thank You. Please soften the hearts and spirits of my loved ones who 
do not yet know You. 
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24 June 

“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 
shown.” Luke 7:47 

We have been looking at the incredible and generous love shown by the 
woman who came to Simon’s house. This, in turn, drew us to appreciate 
how abundantly Jesus loved us, that He would show His great love by 
dying for us. 
How are you called to show your great love for the Lord? 
Maybe there is a gift that God has given you, that you are being asked to 
share with others for God’s glory?  
Ask God that this will be revealed.  
Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, please guide me in knowing how I may serve the 
Lord and the Church for God’s glory.  



25 June 
“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 

shown.” Luke 7:47 
Sometimes, we are asked to show our great love for God (Luke 7:47) 
through how we love others.  
Is there someone in your life who may need to experience forgiveness 
from you? May we be ready to practice seventy times seven in generously 
forgiving others (Matt 18:21-22). 
If there is even a moment of hesitation, let us truthfully remember all that 
the Lord has forgiven in us. If it does not seem that forgiveness of our sins 
would amount to a long list, let us read Psalm 51. We can ask Holy Spirit to 
bring to mind those things which we need to confess today.  
Dearest Lord, thank You for making a way for me to know reconciliation 
with the Father.  

� 
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love 
one another, be compassionate and humble. ~1 Pet 3:8 

� 
26 June 

“… I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has 
shown.” Luke 7:47 

When God forgives us our sins, He removes them as far as the east is from 
the west (Ps 103:12). He does not want us to be brow-beaten by sins for 
which we have already made confession and received forgiveness.  
Yesterday’s time with Psalm 51 was not about remembering what we have 
confessed. Rather, it was about turning from self-righteousness when we 
are tempted to withhold forgiveness from another.  
There is a meme I love which goes: “They are just so judgmental; I can tell 
just by looking at them”!!  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the freedom I receive in body, mind, and 
spirit, when I fully appreciate forgiveness in You. Please help me forgive others. 



27 June 
“Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’" Luke 7:48 

Earlier we noticed that Jesus turned to the woman when He began to talk 
to Simon about her. The woman was included. Now Jesus speaks directly 
to her. “… Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven’" (Luke 7:48) He also 
said, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace” (50). 

Earlier in the month, we considered when the woman might have realised 
that she had received forgiveness for her debt (Luke 7:42). Now, any 
lingering doubts she might have been tempted to have have been laid to 
rest. She has been forgiven. She can know peace (48, 50). 

Are we sometimes inclined to second-guess whether we have truly 
received forgiveness for our sins? Do we wonder if, perhaps, there might 
be one that we have neglected to mention? Do we sometimes lie awake at 
night concerned that an undisclosed sin might separate us from the 
Father? Fear no more. We are forgiven (1 John 1:9). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that I can know true forgiveness in You. 
Thank You for securing my freedom. 

�&� 
28 June 

“Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ … ‘Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace’" Luke 7:48,50 

The woman in our story received forgiveness from the Lord Jesus (Luke 
7:48, 50). He assured her that her faith had saved her, and that she could 
go in peace. 
We can also go in the peace of the Lord. Jesus promises His peace upon us. 
It is a peace which the world cannot take. “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). 
This is a peace which the world cannot take. Hold it in your heart, mind, 
and spirit. Even if there is a storm around you, you can have peace. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the incredible gift of Your peace.  



29June 
“Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ … ‘Your faith has saved 

you; go in peace’" Luke 7:48,50 

Two days ago, we wondered about potential “unmentioned” sins which 
are not yet forgiven. John shares the answer in his first epistle.  

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

Remember our bucket from earlier, as a visual tool for impurity?  

John absolutely assures us that the Lord will “purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (9). This ‘all’ includes any unrighteousness which we 
have somehow forgotten to confess. Our lives are purified.   

When we see our lives purified in this way, may we experience a new 
determination to keep them like that, just as we might freshly-washed 
floors or clothes! But let it be a focus for God’s glory, and not pridefulness. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You, from the bottom of my heart. 

�&� 
30 June 

“Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ … ‘Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace’" Luke 7:48,50 

As we finish another Devotional, let us make every effort to go in peace, 
and to live at peace with others, reflecting the “unity of the Spirit” (Eph 
4:3) in our lives. May we be quick and complete in our forgiveness of 
others, even when they have not yet expressed repentance.  
May we walk in the wisdom of the Lord (Jas 3:17), sincerely offering our 
lives for God’s glory. May we use the gifts which God has given us to 
lovingly serve others. May each know that we are committed to the Lord 
in body, mind, and spirit. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness in blessing us richly 
over another three-month period. May we have Your eyes to see others 
with mercy and grace, quick to forgive, and walking in peace.  
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“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 
other, for love covers a multitude of sins …  
God has given each of you a gift from [H]is great variety of 
spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  
… Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. 
All glory and power to [H]im forever and ever! Amen.” (1 Pet 4:8, 
10-11 NLT) 
The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts, and we 
pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 
Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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