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  PURE 

Devotional Ministry 

This booklet is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide Jesus’ 
followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is never, 
under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 
message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 
things’ (Joel 2:20).  2022 
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Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 
meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 
Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 
Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 
3:18 HCSB*) 
 
PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 
Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 
Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the NIV translation  of the Holy Bible. 
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1 January 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ … [H]e has given 

us new birth into a living hope …” 1 Pet 1:3 
As we begin a new year, let us come to God the Father afresh, joyfully 
worshipping Him for the living hope made possible through the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead (1 Pet 1:3). 
Though these last years have had their struggles, we now stand on the 
threshold of a new year. Let us rise up to the new possibilities it holds, 
casting aside any fear, and being ready to embrace all that God has 
planned (Ps 139:16; Jer 29:11). 
This is Day One. Let us keep our eyes on the Lord. However, rather than 
turning to where He has been, let us seek Him afresh in what He is doing 
during this time. Though there is upheaval, because of the pandemic, 
Covid restrictions, etc., there are also joys and breakthroughs. Be ready.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the new things You are doing. Please help 
us embrace them with hope, joy, courage, and perseverance. 



2 January 
“… To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces ….” 1 Pet 1:1 

Covid has scattered, separated, and, in many cases, isolated the elect. 
Borders have blocked fellowship. Vaccination policies may have led to 
further isolation from joining loved ones in social gatherings.  
Yet, as God’s elect, we are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father” (1 Pet 1:2). God knows His plans for us (Ps 139:16). He is not at 
all surprised by Covid. Instead, He will use this too for His greater glory 
(Rom 8:28). 
Yes, as God’s elect, we are scattered. Yet, we can still gather, whether in 
local groups or online. As God’s elect, we can know that God is with us 
(Matt 28:20; Heb 13:5). Though fear or loneliness may threaten, let us 
gather and glorify God in thankfulness, as we are able (Heb 10:25). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You that, while Covid has certainly 
brought changes to my life, these were foreknown by You. Please help me 
to keep trusting Your plan. 

�&� 
3 January  
“… To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces ….” 1 Pet 1:1 

Peter was writing to those “scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia” (1 Pet 1:1). 

These were different people, experiencing different circumstances, in 
different places, yet each were God’s chosen (v2). They were different, but 
each was chosen, and each was receiving the same message from God 
through Peter.  

Whether identifying as single- or double-vaccinated, unvaccinated, 
contraindicated, or health-compromised, God’s message is the same – we 
are chosen. God sees us, God knows us. May we also have eyes to see the 
sameness, and grace to cover the differences.  
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please work in us to give us Your vision, Your 
heart, Your grace, and Your love, as we seek to live in harmony. 



4 January 
“… To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces ….” 1 Pet 1:1 

While limits may be placed on gathering together in fellowship and 
worship, we still engage with essential workers. In that, we can be a light 
for Christ (Matt 5:16). Through our interactions, including demonstrating 
patience, perseverance, and grace, we can reveal our Christ-light (v15). In 
this, God can be recognised and glorified (Matt 5:16). 
When, instead, we practice the indignation, frustration, and stubbornness 
of the world, we are not walking in God’s grace. Jesus, the incarnation of 
the divine, and God Himself, responded to insults and injury with grace. 
“Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). May we respond in like fashion, 
following in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus (Matt 11:29). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the incredible witness when You lived 
before us. Please help me to follow in faithfulness, even when others lose 
patience around me, or mock my efforts. 
� 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.   
~1 Pet 1:2 

� 
5 January  
“… To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces ….” 1 Pet 1:1 

When we follow the practices of the world instead of the example set by 
our Lord Jesus, we are prioritising friendship with the world over 
friendship with God. James, Jesus’ brother, warned us of the dangers in 
this, calling it “enmity against God” (Jas 4:4). 
Though we are scattered (1 Pet 1:1), let us remember our identity as 
“chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (v2). Rejoice in 
this and, as you have opportunity, be “the pleasing aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved and those who are perishing” (2 Cor 2:15).  May 
all come to repentance and the knowledge of God (2 Pet 3:9).  
Pray: Dearest Father God, please guide me as Your witness, that others 
may come to call You Father.  



6 January 
“… To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces ….” 1 Pet 1:1 

Sometimes, we may be especially conscious of being scattered exiles. We 
recognise that we should not follow the practices of the world which 
conflict with God’s will (Jas 4:4; Acts 5:29). 
However, sometimes there are challenges in being scattered exiles who do 
not follow the crowds. Even in Jesus’ time, “many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer followed [H]im” (John 6:66).   
When we feel tempted to turn back and no longer follow Jesus, let us 
remember that Jesus promised to never leave us (Matt 28:20). He will 
guide our choices as we submit to Him. He will also speak to us through 
God’s Word. May we be faithful in spending time with God in prayer, in 
worship and praise, and through His Word (2 Tim 3:16).  
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for being with me in a special way 
through Your Holy Spirit. Please help me to keep walking faithfully with 
You. 

�&� 
7 January 

“… chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ ….” 1 Pet 1:2 

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit each have a part in our transformation to 
sanctified children of God (1 Pet 1:2). As we submit to the sanctifying work 
of the Holy Spirit, being obedient to Jesus Christ, we are revealing 
ourselves as true children of our heavenly Father (1 Pet 1:2). “… He chose 
us in [H]im before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 
[H]is sight” (Eph 1:4).  
We are called to holiness, “so be holy in all you do” (1 Pet 1:15).  
As this first week of this new year comes to an end, may our minds, hearts, 
and spirits be committed to living in holiness as this year unfolds. In each 
decision, each word spoken, and each action taken, may our thoughts be 
on God’s will (1 Pet 1:16; Lev 11:44, 45; 19:2). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the witness of Jesus. 



8 January 
“…  to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with [H]is blood….” 1 Pet 1:2 

Through the blood of Jesus, offered up for us, we have forgiveness for our 
sins (1 Pet 1:2, 18-19; 1 John 1:7).  
All the sins we have committed, through word, action or inaction (Jas 
4:17), are washed away through forgiveness and the cleansing blood of 
Jesus (1 John 1:7, 9). All of us have sinned (Rom 3:23), even if we cannot 
recognise or admit that (1 John 1:8).   
As we come in confession, accepting the sprinkling of Jesus’ blood, may we 
commit to being truly obedient to Jesus as the Lord of our lives.  
If we simply call Jesus “‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say” (Luke 6:46), 
we are simply fooling ourselves (Matt 7:21).   
Let us commit to faithful obedience, accepting the yoke which Jesus would 
have us carry (Matt 16:24-26; 11:29). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please lead me in my daily walk, that I may honour You 
in all that I say and all that I do.  

�&� 
9 January 
“…  to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with [H]is blood….” 1 Pet 1:2 

God has chosen us, and is seeking us to follow Him through obedience to 
Jesus Christ (1 Pet 1:2c). However, God will not force us to accept His call. 
God is a Gentleman. He offers and enables, but it is still up to us to accept 
through obedience.   
In faithful obedience to Jesus, plus the “sanctifying work of the Spirit,”  we 
can know cleansing through being “sprinkled with his blood” (1 Pet 1:2b-c). 
Without God’s grace, we will not receive cleansing from our sin, or the 
cancellation of our sin debt (Rom 6:23).  
Come, accept what God is offering, and know abundant grace and peace 
through Him.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes, spirit, and heart to see Your grace 
and kindness, and to know Your forgiveness through the blood of Jesus. 



10 January 
“… [God] has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead …” 1 Pet 1:3 
When Jesus was crucified and died on the cross, the spirits of His followers 
were crushed. The hope they had had in Jesus appeared to have come to 
nothing. Rather than the Messiah they had anticipated, this Man was dead 
(Luke 24:13-21). 
Yet, as God raised Jesus to life, new hope, a living hope, was born (1 Pet 
1:3). This was not merely a hope in an earthly outcome. Rather, this “living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet 1:3) 
was a hope that lives on beyond this earthly reality into eternity. Jesus’ 
resurrection represented the promise of resurrection to eternal life for all 
who believe, for all who trust in Him (Rom 10:9-11; 2 Tim 1:12). 
Joyfully praise God for what He has achieved through Jesus. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, how wondrously we praise You for the life You 
offer in Jesus. I welcome Jesus as my Lord and my Saviour, and You as my 
True Father. 
� 
… it is written “Be holy, because I am holy.  ~1 Pet 1:16 

� 
11 January 

“… [God] has given us new birth into a living hope … and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.” 1 Pet 1:3-4 

This new, living hope which God the Father offers in Jesus (1 Pet 1:3) “can 
never perish, spoil or fade” (v4). It is gloriously our inheritance, wondrously 
gained through the sacrifice of Jesus, and affirmed by Father God’s 
resurrection affirmation.  
Rather than face the temporary frustration of Jesus’ disciples (Luke 24:19-
21), we can know without doubt that God is faithful to His promises. 
Joyfully praise God for our living hope and imperishable inheritance. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the riches which are mine through faith 
in my Lord Jesus. Please help me to daily walk in Your grace, and to be Your 
faithful witness before others.  



 12 January 

“This inheritance is kept in heaven for you …” 1 Pet 1:4 

During our lifetime, we have likely seen the instability of earthly things. In 
recent times, these include economic downturns, plus changes to markets, 
economies, and industries due to the effects of Covid. 

How reassuring that our “inheritance is kept in heaven” (1 Pet 1:4).  

All that the Lord has achieved for us is kept secure from market swings and 
variances. Further than that, we, “through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation … ready to be revealed” (v5).  We 
are also kept safe. We are also protected by God’s power. 

Knowing this, do not succumb to fear. Instead, keep your trust in the Lord 
and His power. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work 
in you (Rom 8:11). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the inheritance I have in You. 
Thank You for the work which You continue to do in me. I adore You. 

�&� 
13 January 

“… you … through faith are shielded by God’s power ….” 1 Pet 1:4-5 

Being financially able to keep your insurance up to date is a great 
deterrent to worry. All those things which could happen are prevented 
from stealing our sleep by the insurance cover which offers protection. 
But how much more are our hearts at peace to know that our inheritance 
is kept safe in heaven and, further, through faith, we are shielded by God’s 
power.  
This is not the intermittent power which fails and produces slow or 
inconsistent wifi signals. No, this is the divine power which raised Jesus 
from the dead and is now at work in us (Rom 8:11). 
Our Heavenly Father delights in us, and wants that none should perish (2 
Pet 3:9). Thank the Lord for His mercy, patience, and grace. 
Pray: Thank You, Dearest Lord, for how capably You empower us and hold us 
in the richness of Your strength and love.  



14 January  
“… you … through faith are shielded by God’s power ….” 1 Pet 1:4-5 

Does being “shielded by God’s power ….” (1 Pet 1:5) mean that all things 
will run smoothly? 
No, quite the contrary.  
Though we may hesitate to believe that bad things can happen to good 
people, Peter, James, or Paul had no such qualms (1 Pet 1:6; Jas 1:2-4; 2 
Cor 11:23-27). They recognised that God could use those trials to achieve 
His objectives. Peter saw that “These have come so that the proved 
genuineness of your faith … may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Pet 1:7).  
If one among us is suffering, let us not assume that there is unresolved or 
unconfessed sin in that person’s life (John 9:2-3). Rather, let us recognise 
the opportunity to lovingly support this person (Gal 6:2). This may have 
“happened so that the works of God might be displayed” (John 9:3). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for jumping in with judgment. Please 
empower me instead to be a genuine support, for Your glory. 

�&� 
15 January 

“… you … through faith are shielded by God’s power ….” 1 Pet 1:4-5 

Does being “shielded by God’s power ….” (1 Pet 1:5) mean that bad things 
cannot or should not happen to those He has chosen? 
No! 

How can we suggest that bad things cannot happen to those who are 
chosen, when Christ Himself suffered insults, injuries, and death (1 Pet 1:19)?  
Does that mean that Jesus was not shielded by God’s power (v5)?  

No! Peter mentions immediately after this that there may be trials to 
endure. These will be allowed, according to God’s purposes and plans, 
even while His child is shielded by His power (1 Pet 1:5). This is because 
God has purposes beyond our current understanding (Isa 55:8-9).  

Pray: Dearest Father God, my trust is in You. I trust in Your faithfulness.  



16 January 
“In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 

had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials." 1 Pet 1:6   
Peter was nearby when Jesus suffered in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 
26:36-46). Looking back, Peter could likely share the insight of the author 
of Hebrews. “Because of the joy awaiting [H]im, [Jesus] endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame” (Heb 12:2 NLT). 
When tough and challenging times comes to us, let us keep our focus on 
the joy to follow. This perspective is shared by Peter (1 Pet 1:6 ) and James 
(1:2-4).  Though we may not be able to “Consider it pure joy” (Jas 1:2), we 
can look with trust to the joy ahead, and know that we are shielded by 
God ‘s power (1 Pet 1:5), even in this.  Let us keep our eyes on the Lord. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your faithful witness. It enables me to stay 
strong, even in difficulties. 
� 
… even though you do not see him now, you believe in him 

and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy … 
~1 Pet 1:8 

� 
17 January 

“These trials will show that your faith is genuine.”  1 Pet 1:7a NLT 
Trials will come (1 Pet 1:6).  
When they do, let us lean into the Lord, trusting that He has a purpose in 
allowing this. This purpose may be a refining, just “as fire tests and purifies 
gold” (v7b NLT). 
As our faith remains strong, any dross is burned away. Any impurities will 
perish in the fire. In that, any false beliefs, any striving to earn grace, and 
any pharisaic pridefulness can be burned off, leaving a more genuine, 
grace-filled faith.   
Our faith in God alone, and His grace towards us, is refined as we submit 
to this time of trial and perfecting fire.  
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for perfecting my faith through Your fire.  



18 January 
“These trials will show that your faith is genuine.”  1 Pet 1:7a NLT 

Sometimes we will go through a time of trial and fire so that others may 
see that our faith is genuine (1 Pet 1:7a NLT). 
In some cases, others may fall into judgment when we suffer trials. They 
will begin to examine our lives, seeking for those ways where we are 
falling into sin (Job 4:7-8).   
In love, their hearts are hurting for us, and they seek to be our best 
supporters, encouragers (Gal 6:2) and refiners (Prov 27:17) under God.  
Rather than feel discouraged by their apparent judgment, let us consider if 
there may be any sin in our lives which is related to their concerns.  
If so, let us confess these shortcomings, seeking restoration with the Lord 
of our lives (1 John 1:9). Let us also thank our brothers and sisters for their 
input. Together, we can be better witnesses to what God is achieving (Eccl 
4:12), and glorify Him. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for those You put beside me to help my 
discernment.  

�&� 
19 January 

“These trials will show that your faith is genuine.”  1 Pet 1:7a NLT 
Sometimes we will go through a time of trial and fire, and God will use it to 
perfect the faith of another  (1 Pet 1:7a NLT). 
In some cases, others may judge when we suffer trials, but these 
judgments are based on projections from their own tendency to sin (Matt 
7:3-5).   
Rather than simply dismissing their judgments as ungrounded, let us come 
before the Lord in genuine confession of any wrongdoing (1 John 1:9). Then, 
by God‘s enabling, with a clear conscience, we can gently guide  by His grace.  
Let not our hearts and spirits become crushed, but seek to live lives of 
integrity, “because you belong to Christ” (1 Pet 3:16 NLT).   
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to not feel crushed by the judgment of 
my friends. Please empower me by Your grace to keep showing grace. 



20 January 
“These trials will show that your faith is genuine.”  1 Pet 1:7a NLT 

Sometimes we will go through a time of trial and fire so that we may see 
that our faith is genuine (1 Pet 1:7a NLT). 
As we walk through the fire of trial, pain, relationship difficulties, or 
financial hardship, we may more deeply recognise how our trust in God 
has grown. Where previously we might have fallen into anxiety, now we 
are holding more firmly to the Lord as our anchor in the storm.  
In this testing time, we can see that our faith in God has grown. This itself 
does not cancel the impact of the trial, but we are, through the Lord’s 
empowering, able to negotiate these difficulties while still able to hold on 
to our peace and faith in God (1 Pet 5:7). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I can entrust all my cares and anxieties 
to You because You care for me. Thank You for growing my faith, and for 
showing me the genuineness of my faith in You.  

�&� 
21 January  

“These trials will show that your faith is genuine.”  1 Pet 1:7a NLT 
As we recognise the genuineness of our own faith, let us praise God for 
how He has been at work in our hearts, minds, and spirits. This is His work. 
He is the One who has been doing the sanctifying work in our lives. (1 Pet 
1:3). It is through His empowerment and shielding that our faith has been 
nurtured to grow (1:5). 
Yet, even this time of trial has also grown our faith (1:7). While we have 
been trusting God, He has been drawing us more closely toward Himself 
(Jas 4:8). As this has occurred, we have been sharing our hearts, lives, 
thoughts, and decisions more intimately with God. Now, as a deeper trial 
comes, our response of reaching out to God is more natural. Only He could 
have made this possible. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for how You have been growing my 
faith, though it  has been through these trials. Please draw me closer. 



22 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
If now is a time of trial, you may well be questioning your faith!  
Can you hold on, can you persevere?  
When the flames of trials blow hot, we can struggle severely. It may feel as 
though our resilience is melting away. 
Even in the hottest fires, even in the burning terror, anxiety, or fear, God is 
holding you. Your faith is a gift from Him who is faithful, by grace (Eph 
2:8). It is not earned, it is received (Jas 1:17-21). 
Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for Your grace. Thank You for the gift 
of faith. Thank You for holding me through my fiery trials. 

� 
Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; 
genuine faith put through this suffering comes out 

proved genuine.   ~1 Pet 1:7 MSG 
� 

23 January   
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
Yesterday we talked about holding on to faith during times of fiery trials.  
Rather than seeing our faith journey as a holding on in the manner of a 
monkey’s grip, let us instead look at the mother cat’s hold. While the 
monkey mum would have her young hold on tight, the mother cat takes 
charge. She is the one who takes responsibility for ensuring that her young 
are safe and protected. 
God’s relationship with us is closer to that of the mother cat. He carries us 
in His strength, protecting and guiding us (Ps 46:1; 91:1-2; 1 Pet 1:5). God 
is our Good Shepherd (Ps 23).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for holding me in Your grip, covering me with 
Your strength and protection.  



24 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
For the past few days, we have been exploring how times of trial can test 
and prove our faith. When our faith stands strong, we can be affirmed that 
it is pure, and “much more valuable than gold ….”  (1 Pet 1:7a NET).  
Yesterday, we saw that our relationship with God is closer to that between 
a mother cat and her young than between a mother monkey and her 
young. While the young monkey will hang on for dear life, the little kitten 
is carried to safety by its mother. As a role model for the creature He 
created, God offers us His strength, and protection. 
God is also the One who has gifted us with faith, through grace (Eph 2:8). If 
we find ourselves striving to hold on to faith, we may be engaged in a 
works-based-clinging to God. Know that God is with you, and that you do 
not need to be fearful. God sees you  (Ps 121:8; 139:7-12), God knows you 
(Ps 139:16), and God loves you (John 3:16; Rom 5:8; John 4:16). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your unfathomable love and protection.  

�&� 
25 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
We may now understand that God is our shield and protector (Ps 46:1). 
However, in that initial engagement with the fiery trial, we may doubt 
ourselves, doubt our faith, and, even, doubt God. It may feel like our life 
has become a game of Jenga – all beneath us is sinking sand. 
Yet, as we tumble toward ground zero, we may remember that “eternal 
God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deut 33:27). 
No matter what trial you are facing, God is with you and will not forsake 
you (Deut 31:6). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to remember that You are with 
me, holding, and strengthening me. Please increase my faith in You and in 
Your faithfulness. 



26 January  
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”  

Rom 12:18 
Happy Australia Day! 
Jesus, during His time on earth, sought to have each person seen with the 
eyes of grace and love. When He told the parable of the Prodigal Son, the 
father in his story reminded the older son to show grace to his brother. 
The older brother was focused on the reckless life which his brother had 
lived, squandering his inheritance. The father sought to have his older son 
recognise that he also lived under grace.  
We may also begin to declare to God what we deserve. Let us not forget 
that, by His grace, we are not receiving what we deserve (Rom 3:23; 6:23). 
Instead, through the precious blood of God’s Lamb, we received grace and 
reconciliation to salvation (1 Pet 1:18-21). 
Today, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone” (Rom 12:18). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please guide me by Your wisdom to show grace. 

�&� 
27 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
During our times of trial, it is helpful to focus on God’s faithfulness. How 
can we do that? 
As we spend time meditating on God’s Word, we become more familiar 
with His ways. We see that sometimes change can happen quickly, as 
when Jesus transformed water into wine (John 2:1-11). 
In other cases, the promises which God made can seem to take a long time 
to come to pass, as when David waited to become king (1 Sam 16:11-13; 2 
Sam 5:4). Yet, in each case, God’s will came to pass. God was faithful.  
Remember though, “With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day” (2 Pet 3:8). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the faithfulness of Your promises. 



28 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
Just as we experience encouragement as we recall God’s faithfulness, it 
can be helpful to remind others of God’s faithfulness. How can we do 
that?  
We can share our personal witness to how God has been at work in our 
lives. Through these stories, our friends may see real examples of how God 
has been at work. We can talk about the promises which we have 
personally received, and how they came to pass. Through our own story, 
and our own witness, we can be signposts to God’s faithfulness in the lives 
of our loved ones. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You the opportunities to share of Your 
goodness with those in my life. Please help them to stay faithful.  

� 
… as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do  ... 

~ 1 Pet 1:15   
� 

29 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
What if we are still waiting for God to fulfill the promises He made to us? 
Even if this is still a time of waiting-for-the-promise-fulfilment, we can wait 
together. We can share the journey of waiting. We can help and 
encourage each other through the stories which encourage us.  
Through sharing this experience, we are still walking through trials by 
faith, and having our faith affirmed and perfected (1 Pet 1:7).  
God is with us, and assures us that we will never walk alone (Matt 28:20; 
Heb 13:5). Part of that assurance is met through the people He places 
beside us.  Thank Him. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for those whom You have placed 
beside me for this journey called life, or simply for this season. Thank You. 



30 January  
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
We need to use care and sensitivity as we share our stories with others. 
It is important, firstly, that we listen well. Our shared time should not 
simply be about our story, or our faith. As we walk this journey together, 
we will be like two feet. They both take turns. When one is injured, limping 
may happen for a time. In that case, the other needs to be stronger. 
However, limping is not the best way forward.  

Walking together in communion works best with mutuality. Seek ways to 
affirm, seek ways to encourage each other. Sometimes, that may include 
listening to each other’s stories. Sometimes, it may include sharing what 
we are learning in God’s Word. Let the Lord guide, and love with grace.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the sister or brother You have placed 
beside me for this journey. Please bless our fellowship. 

�&� 
31 January 
“Such trials show the proven character of  your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold ….”  1 Pet 1:7a NET 
As we journey together, it is important that we listen well to each other. 
Let us commit to empathetic listening – the sort of listening that seeks to  
experience from the other’s perspective, rather than simply listening in 
order to glean the “right thing to say,” or to be a “Mr-Fixit.” 

Generously give your travel companion the gift of being heard.   

Once heard and seen, the other will be more open to vulnerably sharing 
their solution, or engaging together for a mutually-considered solution.  

Empower your friend to discover what is best for them. Jesus Himself, in 
engaging with a blind man, did not presume to offer a solution (Mark 
10:51). Through listening with grace, your friend may see the growth in 
their own faith, knowing the enrichment of God’s faithfulness (1 Pet 1:3-7) 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your example of grace-filled living.  



1 February 
“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im ….” 1 Pet 1:8a   

Last month, we talked about faith (1 Pet 1:1-7). God is the Subject of our 
faith. He is our Creator, and the One in whom “we live and move and have 
our being” (Acts 17:28).  
Even before we were a twinkle in our mother’s eye, God had chosen His 
divine Son to reconcile us to Himself (1 Pet 1:20). Jesus accepted this role. 
He, through love, offered His life. “Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). 
Though we were totally unworthy of any love (Rom 3:23; 6:23), Jesus 
covered our sins with His most perfect love (Rom 5:8).  
This month, while love is especially ‘in the air,’ may we be especially aware 
of God’s perfect love. “It does not envy It does not boast, it is not proud” (1 
Cor 13:4). May this be the love which shines from our lives and hearts. 
May we love generously, with grace, just as we are sincerely and deeply 
loved, with the kind of love which saves our lives! 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You. 

�&� 
2 February 

“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im ….” 1 Pet 1:8a   
Where are you in your journey with God? Is He still your first love? (Rev 2:4). 
At the beginning of our walk with the Lord, after we discovered how 
incredibly Jesus had sacrificed for us on the cross, we vowed faithfulness. 
Is our heart as committed now?  
We may have experienced a settling down from the initial euphoria we felt 
in knowing personal salvation. Though steadied, is our heart still on fire for 
the Lord? The early enthusiastic seasons can give way to ongoing 
fruitfulness and deep commitment. Though it can look different, the rapid 
flashing of the early fire can be matched in strength by a deeply burning 
faith. This steady burning is a faithful witness of a committed heart. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I offer my all for Your glory.  



3 February 

“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im ….” 1 Pet 1:8a   
Rather than a steady burn, has the love you had grown cold (Matt 24:12)? 
If this is you, call out now to the Lord your Saviour! Go to Him in 
confession (1 John 1:9). Beg for restoration from the God who is running 
to meet you (Luke 15:17-20). 
Jesus, through His death, has achieved reconciliation between us and the 
Father (1 Pet 1:3, 18-21). We can rejoice in that!  
As Holy Spirit opens your eyes to the truth of reconciliation, and how far 
you have drifted, commit to reunion. Feel afresh the deep love God is 
flooding on you. Feel again the swelling love with which your heart and 
spirit are responding. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you (Jas 
4:8). Know again that reignited passion, faith, and hope. Burn again with 
new joy and restoration in Him. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for reigniting my heart, reaffirming Your love, 
and bringing to mind again my hope and joy in You. 

� 
… love one another earnestly from a pure heart. 

~1 Pet 1:22 ESV 
� 

4 February 
“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im ….” 1 Pet 1:8a   

Though we were sinners, Jesus died for us. Though we were broken, sinful, 
and in need of a Saviour (Rom 3:23; 6:23), Jesus came and grew up among 
us (John 1:14).  
Though we have not seen Jesus, we know, have heard about, and have 
experienced His loving care (John 17:20). We worship Jesus as our Lord 
and Saviour (Luke 2:11; 19:10; Acts 4:12). We honour Him for His 
incredible faithfulness in being prepared to give His life as a sacrifice.  
This is true love (John 15:13). May we learn to love well too.   
Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please guide me to follow Jesus in loving well.  



5 February 
“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im ….” 1 Pet 1:8a   

Jesus foreknew that He would lose His life for our sakes (1 Pet 1:20). Yet, 
“for the joy set before [H]im He endured the cross” (Heb 12:2). 

Jesus lived the love He is calling us to share. He Himself set us an example 
of how to generously care for, serve, and nurture others (John 13:1-7). 
“For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to 
you” (John 13:15). 
Just as Jesus “did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matt 20:28), we are 
also asked to be servant-hearted. Let us be prepared to be 
inconvenienced, to have love cost. May we go the extra mile, knowing that 
our Lord and Master came those extra miles for us (Matt 5:41; John 1:14). 
If the Lord could forgive our sin debt, how much more should we be willing 
to show grace to others (Matt 18:25-35).  
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for the generosity of Your love. Please help me to 
shine Your love on those in my life. 

�&� 
6 February 

“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im ….” 1 Pet 1:8a   
As we look at the incredible, self-sacrificing love of Jesus, may we also 
learn to love others unselfishly (John 15:13). 
Laying down our lives can be as simple as consciously prioritising the 
wishes of another. We show our love for them in genuine care and 
concern, real listening, and through warm, mutual fellowship. 
We may not believe that we can achieve this in our own strength. By 
ourselves, we can be self-focused, impatient, lazy, rude, and demanding. 
But, in seeking to love others well, we can trust in God’s enabling.  The 
same power through which Jesus was raised from the dead is working in 
us (1 Pet 1:5). Seek to tap into that power for God’s glory. 
Pray: Dear Father God, I seek to give myself much more generously in loving 
others. Please give me wisdom and discernment in how to do that well. 
Please forgive me my failures, and fill me with the courage to start afresh. 



7 February 
“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ] … you believe in [H]im ….”  

1 Pet 1:8a-b   
Though you have not seen Jesus, you believe in Him (1 Pet 1:8). We have 
heard or read the stories about Him, and you have experienced His impact 
on your life. 
Has that belief become action in your life? As James, Jesus’ brother, warns 
us, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says” (Jas 1:22).  
It is only in following the instructions of our Master, as shared in the Word, 
that we truly show that we believe in Him (1 Pet 1:8). In this way, we will 
prove ourselves to be faithful followers (Matt 7:21).  
For instance, we are called to be salt and light (Matt 5:13-16). Yet, if we 
hide our light (Matt 5:15), the witness which we could shine forth, we are 
not being true witnesses to the true light (John 8:12). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I truly believe; please help my unbelief. Please help me 
to be a shining light for Your glory. 

�&� 
8 February 

“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ] … you believe in [H]im ….”  
1 Pet 1:8a-b   

The Lord called us to be salt and light (Matt 5:13-16). Yet, when we hide 
our light, we are also hiding our belief in our Lord Jesus (1 Pet 1:8). We are 
denying what Jesus has done to help us, and depriving those He would call 
to Himself through us. Shine! 
Jesus also asked us to be salt. We are to be ready to add God’s flavour to 
our lives, our conversations, and our voting rights (Acts 5:29). 

Where we are feeling nervous or overwhelmed or anxious, let us turn to 
God. He is the One who emboldened young David (1 Sam 17:24-26), and 
the One who walked in the flames with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
(Dan 3:25). 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for sharpening my focus, and lifting my courage. 



9 February 
“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im … and are filled 

with an inexpressible and glorious joy ….” 1 Pet 1:8a, c   
When our thoughts rest on our Lord Jesus, our hearts and spirits soar with 
His incredible goodness, grace, joy, and love. 
How incredibly He loves us! How incredible that He sacrificed Himself for 
us, mere creatures, created from the dirt. Yet, Jesus, the divine One, loves 
us richly and deeply. 
How well should we love our fellow creatures, if the divine One would 
become incarnate so that He could live among us, loving freely, and dying 
Himself to save us. What an example! If He, the perfect One, can love us so 
well, should we not love one another? 
Pray: Dearest Father God, please forgive me when I am unloving towards 
someone like me. Please help me to love well, as I am loved. 
� 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, 
but of imperishable, through the living and enduring 

word of God.  ~ 1 Pet 1:23  
� 

10 February 

“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im … and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy ….” 1 Pet 1:8a, c   

As joy in God’s amazing grace bubbles up, let it overflow in generous love 
and grace to others. 

Where others choose unkindness, show them grace. 

Where others choose judgment, show them grace. 

Where others suffer entrapment in their fears, show them grace. 

Where others are held by past sins, show them grace. 

As each engages, let us be quick to recognise that we have needed grace 
too. Whatever the story, may we be ready to offer grace. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your faithful example of grace.  



11 February 
“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im … and are filled 

with an inexpressible and glorious joy ….” 1 Pet 1:8a, c   
Have you ever noticed change ripple out from a simple change in a dance 
move? How you ever seen a small pattern change have a big effect? 
As we truly live the joy in our salvation, we can be the instrument that God 
uses to change the tide. An “inexpressible and glorious joy”  (1 Pet 1:8c)  
can radiate out from us as we consider the magnitude of what Jesus has 
done. 
Jesus is the source and reason for the joy which fills us. Through His 
actions, we are free. By His grace, our joy overflows. Like conduits, the joy 
He prompted can become a pattern-changer in the lives of others. Where 
before there were pity-parties, loss, unforgiveness, unresolved anger,  and 
much pain, now joy can find a foothold.  
Though we have not seen Jesus Christ, we love Him (1 Pet 1:8a).  He is the 
prompter for our joy. Jesus is the giver of our grace. Let us joyfully praise 
Him. 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, I worship You, joyfully celebrating grace. 

�&� 
12 February 

“Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love [H]im … and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy ….” 1 Pet 1:8a, c   

Have you ever tried to hold down a helium-filled balloon? It has also an 
irrepressible push to rise up. 
Our joy in the Lord can be like that. An “inexpressible and glorious joy” (1 
Pet 1:8c) bubbles up within us, and our hearts and spirits soar. How is it 
possible that God would Himself come to this world to save us?!! 
We do not need to hold that joy tightly to ourselves. We can share the 
wonder of God’s love and grace. We can tell others, so that they too can 
know the amazing wonder of God’s incredible love and grace.  We must 
tell others (Jer 20:9; Rom 10:14; 1 Thes 2:8; 1 Pet 1:12). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for joy in sharing, and for the joy to share. 



13 February 
“… do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 

ignorance.” 1 Pet 1:14 
James, Jesus’ brother, reminds us that we are to turn from friendship with 
the world, toward friendship with God (Jas 4:4). Paul also warns us not to 
be conformed “to the pattern of  this world, but be transformed  by the 
renewing of your mind” (Rom 12:2). In Peter’s words, “do not conform to 
the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance” (1 Pet 1:14). 
As we focus on our Lord Jesus, we commit to submitting to Him (Matt 
16:24). This looks like offering our thoughts to Him for His discernment. 
We “take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor 10:5). 
We seek to have the mind of Christ, who lived in submission to the Father 
(Phil 2:5-8). 
Chosen by the Father, “through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with His blood“ (1 Pet 1:2), we can 
know peace, a peace “which transcends all understanding” (Phil 4:7). 
Pray: My Lord Jesus, I seek to live in submission to You and know Your peace. 

�&� 
14 February 

“… do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance.” 1 Pet 1:14 

Today is a special day for love. Today, may we turn from the world’s idea 
of love, and celebrate true love wherever it is found. 
May we choose love with the generous and genuine love with which we 
are loved (1 Cor 13:4-8). 
We can choose to love those who are unloving.  
We can choose to love our enemies (Matt 5:44; Luke 23:34).  
We can choose to celebrate the successful love stories of others (1 Cor 
13:4c-5). We can also know that we are loved, loved by God, with a height, 
depth, breadth and intensity of love which is almost beyond 
comprehension (Eph 3:18; John 3:16). 
Pray: Thank You, Lord,  for the rich experience of Your unending love.  



15 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
As we submit to “the sanctifying work of the Spirit” (1 Pet 1:2), we can 
know peace. We turn from those things which are not of God (v14), and 
embrace the richness that can be ours in Jesus (1 Pet 1:13; John 10:10b). 
As Covid “marches on,” let us keep our eyes on Jesus (Heb 12:2). May our 
confidence and hope be in the Lord, the rock of our salvation (Ps 62:6). In 
Him “we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). We do not need 
to experience an unsettledness in spirit with every wave of change and 
each new requirement. Instead, with our anchor of hope and trust firmly 
resting in the Lord (Heb 6:19), we can know peace.  
Trust in the Lord who calmed the storms (Mark 4:35-41). 
Pray: I am praising You, my Lord, for how You are transforming and 
renewing me as I keep my eyes on You.  
� 
“… the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the 

word that was preached to you. ~ 1 Pet 1:25 
� 

16 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
As those chosen by God (1 Pet 1:2), we can trust in His plans and purposes. 
God is not simply our Plan B, in case our own plans do not work out! God 
is our first choice!  
When we accepted our sinfulness, and called Him our Lord and Saviour 
(Rom 10:9-10; 1 John 1:9), we received His gift of grace (1 Pet 1:3; John 
3:16). With new eyes, we see the sinfulness of our former behaviour. Then 
we “lived in ignorance” (1 Pet 1:14), but now we seek to conform to all 
that the Lord desires. Having already pulled us from the pit of our selfish-
living, Holy Spirit is now transforming us into the image of Christ (2 Cor 
3:18). Trust in His plans, and will to do His will. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for grace.  



17 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
We set our hope in God, and in what He has achieved in reconciliation 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord (1 Pet 1:2). But God is not ‘an insurance 
policy’ to be signed and then forgotten.  
Being a faithful follower of God, means being a faithful follower. We do it 
consistently and faithfully. We commit to following God, living under His 
wisdom and guidance, and following His ways. 
Following God does not mean accommodating a new ‘list of instructions 
for daily living.’ Following God is a heart-, mind- and spirit-commitment to 
being faithful to Him. It is living in the reality of our relationship (1 Pet 1:8).  
Two people could live together, sharing daily lives, but this is very different 
from the commitment that a marriage covenant under God brings to a 
relationship. While, from the outside, they may seem similar, a godly 
marriage calls for a heart-, mind- and spirit-commitment to being faithful 
to each other. God is calling us into a similar, but deeper covenant 
relationship with Him (Rev 19:6-9). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for committing to me. Thank You for 
enabling me as I commit to You. 

�&� 
18 February 

“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 

As we live in the hope of Jesus’ coming (1 Pet 1:13), we can know joy in His 
close fellowship (Heb 13:5). Though we may face tough times, and walk 
through battlefields, He is with us (Ps 23:4). 
When anxieties threated to overwhelm us, we can lay them at His throne 
(1 Pet 5:7). Jesus can calm our storms, simply by His presence with us 
(Matt 8:23-27; Dan 3:25). Rest in His care, and lay down your burdens. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for sharing the weight of my burdens, 
and carrying away when I do not need to carry. 



19 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
We can set our hope in God and in what Jesus has achieved for us (1 Pet 
1:13, 18-21). We are not trusting in our own works for salvation, but 
rather in the work which Jesus Christ has already achieved. Like the 
mother cat we mentioned last month, we are being held in the salvation 
worked out for us. 
Does that mean that we can live according to our own desires, whatever 
they may be? 
No! Let us no longer “conform to the evil desires [we]  had when [we]  lived 
in ignorance” (1 Pet 1:14). We recognise that it was not with the things 
valued in this world, such as silver or gold, with which we were redeemed 
from our past sinfulness (v18). Rather, it was “the precious blood of Christ” 
(v19), God’s own Son, by whom we were redeemed.  
Pray:  Dear Lord, I seek to live in conformity to Your will. 

�&� 
20 February 

“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 

When our hearts know hope (1 Pet 1:13), our spirits can more easily cast 
aside the flaming arrows and careless words of those carrying burdens of 
anger or unforgiveness. With our hope set in Jesus, we can look beyond 
the behaviour to the hurting person beneath.  Maybe they need to meet 
the Lord Jesus?  
We can be God’s conduit in helping them to experience the love of God, 
even if they are as yet unwilling to accept the help, or acknowledge the 
part of the Lord in their healing. In time, we may be given opportunities to 
share our hope and joy (1 Pet 3:15).   
Pray:  Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for the opportunities You place before me 
for being a witness to Your healing grace. Please help me to keep the focus 
on You, for Your glory. 



21 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
Our hope and joy are in Jesus as our Lord and Saviour (1 Pet 1:13), sent by 
the Father (v21). Yesterday we explored how this hope can keep our 
hearts and spirits buoyant in the face of undeserved lashes by another 
who is hurting. But what if the other was hurt by us?  
Through our action, or inaction, the lives of others may experience hurt. 
When that is the case, as far as it depends on us, let us confess our 
wrongdoing or inaction and, as far as possible, do what we can to make 
amends. We need to accept responsibility. We also need to make 
confession to God, asking for His healing in the hearts, minds, and spirits 
of all who are impacted (1 John 1:9). 
Pray:  Please forgive me, Lord, for the pain I have caused. 
� 
…crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up 
in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord 

is good. ~ 1 Pet 2:2-3 
� 

22 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
It can be particularly devastating, as a Christian, to recognise the pain that 
our past actions have caused in the lives of others. With our transformed 
heart, we can more easily see the pain we have inadvertently caused. 
Rather than simply confess before God, let us seek His wisdom on how to 
make amends.  
In some cases, the opportunity will be gone. However, even if we cannot 
change the past, may we do what we can to confess our regret, and 
sorrow.  
While the other person may not be willing to forgive us, God gives grace. 
Pray: Help me, Lord, to find the best way to make amends. 



23 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
When we confess our sins to the Father, it is important that we reach out 
to those we hurt. 
We need to make a genuine effort to have restored fellowship with those 
we have hurt. In some cases, the other person has chosen to remove 
themselves from our lives. We need to accept their decision. But, if they 
show themselves to be prepared to start afresh, let us commit to that. 
May our hearts be open to this new relationship. This is not a return to 
how things were before. That season is past. Instead, we will be beginning 
afresh, setting new boundaries, new limits, and new opportunities. 
If they are prepared to show grace towards us, we need to be ready to 
show grace toward ourselves too. If they are willing to look past our 
offences, when that happens, we need to be willing to lay these offences 
down too. Embrace this as a new opportunity, and start afresh. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the work You have done in my friend’s 
heart. Please keep mine open and soft too. 

�&� 
24 February 

“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 

Yesterday we explored the possibility of reconciliation after a season of 
pain. However, we need to recognise that that may not be our experience. 
We need to take responsibility for our actions in this situation. They may 
have reached a place of showing us grace, but that is not the same as 
seeking to have relations restored. 
Whatever their decision, we need to show them grace. Further, we need 
to give them space. Even if this relationship is not restored, we have 
learned valuable lessons through God’s grace. Our hope is in Him (1 Pet 
1:13, 21).  
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the hope I have in You. 



25 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
When our hearts are renewed, our eyes are opened to “the evil desires 
you had when you lived in ignorance” (1 Pet 1:14). Our spirits may 
suddenly be crushed with regret. 
Though God may allow us to see the filthy rags of our past life (Isa 64:6; 
Rom 3:23; 6:23), He does not want our focus to stay there (1 Pet 1:13). 
The enemy of our souls, on the other hand, would love to see us 
consumed with negative self-focus, in a squirming guilt-ridden mess. He 
“comes only to steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10a). 
Rather than listen to his hurtful feedback, lean into the Lord and know His 
grace. God is the God of second chances. Although we may have made 
some dismal choices in the past, we do not need to be defined by those 
choices. Saul, who fought against Jesus-followers, became Paul, one of the 
Lord’s most well-known early missionaries. God is the difference. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to focus on Your voice and Word. 

�&� 
26 February 

“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 

Can we accept the grace which God offers? 
Will God, who sent His own Son to reconcile us, now abandon us? 
The same God who called you to Himself, is One with the Lord who came 
to reconcile you, who suffered in your place, and stands now interceding 
for you.  
Be of good cheer. Set your hope in the Lord (1 Pet 1:13), and embrace the 
life He offers (John 10:10b). More than that, be ready to witness to what 
God has done in changing your life, and what He can do in the lives of 
others. Joyfully proclaim His goodness and grace. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, how incredibly do You love us. Thank You for a fresh 
recognition of Your amazing grace. 



27 February 
“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 
Oh, how we can hope in God’s grace! 
My prayer is that, over these past few weeks, your hope has been 
renewed. If not, today, “set your hope on the grace to be brought to you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed at [H]is coming” I1 Pet 1:13). 
We have put our trust in Jesus, and we know that He is faithful. The same 
Man who faced the cross on our behalf will return as He has promised 
(Heb 12:2).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, how joyfully we wait for Your return. Please strengthen 
us to persevere when times are tough. Please guide us by Your wisdom. 

� 
As you come to him, the living Stone … you also, like 

living stones, are being built into a spiritual house …  
~1 Pet 2:4-5 

� 
28 February 

“… set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at [H]is coming.” 1 Pet 1:13 

As another month draws to a close, may our hope know refreshment. 
Though each day brings its challenges, there are also joys and blessings. 
If today you cannot see past the pain, seek out someone who has endured 
incredible pain. From my experience, these are the ones who have learned 
to draw most richly from the daily joys and blessings which God brings. His 
Word tells us, “… [H]is compassions never fail. They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness (Lam 3:22-23). 
Do not miss the fact that this is in the Book of Lamentations!  
Find those blessings. They are there, though perhaps hidden for those 
diligent to find them. I know they are there, because I know, like you, that 
God is faithful.  
Pray:  Dearest Father God, please open my eyes to Your blessings. 



1 March   
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 

have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 
As we grow in our Christian faith, our lives are perfected “through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit” (1 Pet 1:2).  The bubbly, me-focused 
enthusiasm we first felt has been transformed into a love centred on the 
faith, hope and grace we have in God (v21). As our love and lives have 
been perfected, so also our hope and trust have grown. They are no longer 
focused simply on what God is doing in our lives, and the love He has for 
us. Instead, we can see the bigger picture of what God is doing in the 
world, and how He invited us to be a part of His bigger story.  
As we grow in this truth, may we know greater fellowship with the Father, 
with the Lord Jesus, with Holy Spirit, and with each other. As we continue 
to walk faithfully according to this truth, our lives will be more enriched, 
for God’s glory, and we will more deeply touch the lives of those around us 
(1 Pet 1:22). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for guiding me by Your truth. 

�&� 
2 March  

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 

As God perfects the sincerity of our lives, hearts, minds, and spirits, He is 
also at work within our relationships (1 Pet 1:22). As we keep our eyes on 
God, He is sharing His love and vision for others, binding us together into a 
stronger bond of fellowship under Him.  Together, we are the Body of 
Christ, and “being built up into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood” (1 
Pet 2:5). 

As the Lenten period begins, let us seek new ways to daily and sincerely 
love those God has placed in our lives with “sincere love for each other” (1 
Pet 1:22).  May our hearts grow in thankfulness too. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for those You have placed in my life. I seek 
to love them well and sincerely, for Your glory. 



3 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 

have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 
God’s Word is truth. God’s Word tells us the truth about love (1 Cor 13:4-
8). We know, for example,  that love is patient (v4a). 
As we seek to show sincere love for each other (1 Pet 1:22), may God stir 
our hearts to patient care. Yes, slow and deliberate care is important when 
those in our lives are suffering ill health. Patient care, though, goes far 
beyond those instances. We need to be ready to love with this fruit of the 
Spirit in all circumstances (Gal 5:22-23). 
When we find our patience running a little thin, let us remember how 
incredibly patient Father God has been with us (2 Pet 3:9). When we 
cannot quite muster the patience required, let us lean into God and love 
through His patient enabling (Phil 4:6,13) 
Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your incredible patience with me. 

� 
See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 

cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be 
put to shame.  ~1 Pet 2:6 

� 
4 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 

Love is kind (v4b). In some ways, Covid, and all the craziness of the past 
two years, has brought forth a new level of kindness. Perhaps, as the old 
saying goes, ‘Absence makes the heart grow fonder.’ Since we were forced 
apart by circumstances, we may have had more opportunity to get in 
touch with our real feelings. Possibly we recognised that we do better 
when we are engaging in meaningful relationships.  
Whatever the reason, may we love with kindness, seeking great outcomes.  
Pray: Thank You, Lord God, for the opportunities You give to be kind. 



5 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 

have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 
Kindness is something we value in others, as well as seek in ourselves. 
When we love with kindness, we are exercising another of Holy Spirit’s 
gifts (Gal 5:22-23). 
We all deserve to experience kindness. If others are treating you in ways 
which feel unkind, please let them know. Peter linked obeying truth and 
sincere love (1 Pet 1:22). That is not a permission slip to dump “truth 
bombs” on each other. However, when the treatment of another, through 
what they say or do, feels unkind, please mention it to them. They may 
believe that they are acting in ways which will help you to grow in Christ. 
Instead, for you, their actions are perceived as dismissive or inconsiderate. 
We are all different, and each has unique needs. May we listen well. 
Pray: Please help me,  Lord, to grow in kindness.  

�&� 
6 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 

For the past two days we have explored kindness and love. 
Are we kind to ourselves? 
Sometimes the actions of another are consistent with how we treat 
ourselves. We may not take the time needed to care well for each other. 
Yet, when another, following our example, rushes us, we may feel 
overwhelmed. On the other hand, because we do not recognise the 
kindness we need ourselves, we may fail to show kindness to others. 
If either of these sounds like you, go and speak with the Father. He is kind 
and generous (Titus 3:4-6). He will guide you in truth towards sincere love 
for each other (1 Pet 1:22), including yourself.  
Pray: Please forgive me, Lord, for withholding kindness from others, and 
from myself too.  



7 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 

have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 
Sincere love does not envy, it does not boast, and it is not proud (1 Cor 
13:4c-e).  
As we continue our Lenten commitment, may we find new ways to 
generously love others, for their good. When, instead, we envy, boast or 
become prideful, we are pitting ourselves against each other. We want 
what they have, or we want them to know that what we have is somehow 
‘better’ than what they have. This does not sound like “sincere love for 
each other” (1 Pet 1:22).  
Instead, let us keep our love framed on the love that Jesus lived. Though 
God, He generously came to serve others. Since Jesus is “the way, the 
truth and the life” (John 14:6), let us follow His example (13:1-17).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to honour You in the love I share with others. 
Please refine my choices.  
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8 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other ….” 1 Pet 1:22 

Sincere love keeps no record of wrongs (1 Cor 13:5d). Instead, true love 
“always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (v7). 
As we relate together, seeking to love well, may we always focus on what 
is working, aiming to enrich others through our commitment to love, 
rather than pulling apart to examine what is not working well. 
Yes, there are times when an examination of dysfunction is important. But, 
until then, let us commit to obeying the truth and work toward “sincere 
love for each other” (1 Pet 1:22). 
Pray: Forgive me, Lord, for those times when I wanted to pull apart rather 
than pull together. Please help me to love with the grace that can overlook 
the small stuff, and to work together in doing the big stuff well. 



9 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 

other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 
As we draw closer to each other in mutual fellowship, the things which 
were invisible from a distance become more sharply focused.  
Can we still show grace? 
When we hesitate, let us remember the outpouring of grace which God 
extended to us (Rom 5:8). No, we are not God, but God enables us! 
Through His incredible love and power, God can help us to see beyond the 
warts and wounds of others.  
When grace seems too costly, just remember that Jesus faced the cross! 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, what grace You showed me. Please help me to be 
gracious with others. 
� 

… declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. ~1 Pet 2:9 

� 
10 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

Just as the warts and wounds of others come into focus as we draw closer, 
so too do ours! 
Will we hide behind a wall of insincerity? Jesus is “the way, the truth and 
the life” (John 14:6). He wants us to walk in this truth. He knows us, and 
yet still loves us (Eph 3:17-19; Heb 13:5). Peter, His apostle, His sent one, 
calls us, in truth, to “love each other deeply, from the heart” (1 Pet 1:22). 
Let us be ready to experience God’s love through another. Together we 
are the Body of Christ, and called to live and love in sincerity. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, it is difficult to lay down my mask. I know that You 
know and love me. Please help me to be real and vulnerable with others so 
that we can love each other deeply, for Your glory. 



11 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 

other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 
Peter reminds us that, in seeking to “love each other deeply, from the 
heart” (1 Pet 1:22), we are not simply doing it in our own strength. 
Instead, we are responding from our newness in God. “For you have been 
born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living 
and enduring word of God” (v23).  
It is by God’s enabling that we have this depth of love to offer to each 
other. It is not our own; it is a gift from God. 
Let us delight to share this precious love gift with others. May we be an 
available and responsive conduit of God’s amazing love. 
Pray: Dearest Lord God, how joyfully I praise You for Your amazing love. 
Thank You for offering me an opportunity to open my heart deeply and to 
pour out the love which You have placed there. Thank You. 
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12 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

Just recently, my family has struggled with waterflow issues. A limiter 
valve had vastly diminished the water pressure available, so that the flow 
within my home was less than half what was available. 
When we are not offering up the vast riches of God’s love in our hearts, 
are we not applying our own ‘limiter valves’?  
We may have applied these because of our own heart wounds. Fear from 
past engagements may have led to withdrawal and a shrinking of capacity.  
Rather than continue to live with ‘diminished output,’ may we come 
before the Lord for His healing touch. “God has not given us a spirit of fear 
and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline” (2 Tim 1 :7 NLT). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for healing my heart wounds. Please expand 
my capacity to love generously and deeply, freed from fear. 



13 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 

other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 
Yesterday, I recalled the impact which a limiter valve had on my water 
pressure. I compared it to the limitations we can place on loving well. 
Sometimes we can experience love-flow limitations because we misjudge 
the ‘worthiness’ of others.  
James, in his epistle, warned his readers about their contrasting treatment 
of rich and poor people in their gathering. The rich were given the best 
seats. By contrast, the poor visitors were told to stand, or were told to sit 
on the floor (Jas 2:1-6). 
When we apply ‘limiter valves’ to our love based on economic 
circumstances, we are disrespecting those loved by God (Jas 2:5). Each 
person we meet was created in God’s image. Let us not disrespect them. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times when I simply loved 
those within my own circle. Please help me to recognise others whom You 
are calling me to know and love in a special way.  
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14 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

Are there other ways in which we are limiting the flow of God’s love 
through our hearts? 
Perhaps we have issues with the sinful lives of others?  
Paul reminded those in the Roman churches that all are sinful and that all 
are deserving of death, as a result (Rom 3:23; 6:23).  
Do we really want to single out particular sins for special judgment?  
Instead, let us leave judgment to the true Judge (Jas 4:11-12). Rather than 
fussing about the speck in the other’s eye (Matt 7:3), let us look past that 
and choose grace instead. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please save me from being judgmental with others, and 
instead fill me with Your overflowing grace, which I will seek to share. 



15 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 

other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 
Maybe the love-limiter valve we have been considering is limiting our 
capacity to receive God’s love, rather than to allow God’s love to flow 
through us, as through a conduit. 
Could it be that we feel undeserving?   
We see God’s amazing capacity for love, but we struggle to see why He 
would love us. 
In this case, it would appear that the loudest voice in our heart and head 
does not belong to God. 
God does love you. He created you, He saw your life unfold before you had 
lived even one day (Ps 139:16). Open your heart to receive His amazing 
love. 
Pray: Dear Father God, please open my heart to Your love.  
� 

 … once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. ~1 Pet 2:10 

� 
16 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

When the loudest voice in our heart and head does not belong to God, we 
are not living in obedience to the truth (1 Pet 1:22). 
Let us reject the voice of the “thief comes to steal and kill and destroy” 
(John 10:10a). This is not the voice of the One in whose image we were 
made (Gen 1:26-27). This is not the voice of the One who died to save us, 
nor of the One who sent Him (John 3:16). The ‘limiter valve’  needs to be 
applied to this voice. Hear instead the voice of love (1 John 3:1). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please deafen my ears to the voice which is not from You. 
I want to hear and know Your love for me. Please help me to soak in it and to 
gladly share Your love with others, in overflowing abundance. 



 17 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 

other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 
Happy St Patrick’s Day! 
St Patrick is remembered as the one who brought the Christian faith to 
Ireland. As such, Patrick would have been God’s instrument in speaking 
truth. 
Let us listen for truth in our time. Though many may be using their voices, 
we need to listen well and hold the truth they profess in balance with the 
truth of God’s Word. 
Jesus is “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6), let us follow Him, 
asking for divine wisdom when we are confused. God, who gives 
generously to all, will meet our needs (Jas 1:5-8, 17). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me in seeking, hearing, discerning, and 
sharing Your truth. 
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18 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

During this Covid season, we have had more times apart. We have been 
limited in our access to others. In some cases, issues which would, in the 
ebb and flow of relating together have been quickly and easily resolved, 
have instead grown to vastness in solitary confinement. Iron shavings have 
not been produced (Prov 27:17), and divisive voices have not been shut 
down (John 10:10). 
Now is the time to reclaim truth in God’s name. Let us hold up our 
understanding, decisions, temptations, thoughts, and fears to the light of 
God’s love, that what is false may fall away (Heb 4:12). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that we can discern truth through Your Word. 
Please give me wisdom and discernment, and please break through any web 
of enemy lies. 



19 March 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 

other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

Yesterday we focused on confronting what we have come to believe with 
the truth in our Lord Jesus (John 14:6) and God’s Word (Heb 4:12). 
James, Jesus’ brother, reminded his readers to “resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you” (Jas 4:7). Further, in keeping with our Covid practices, 
James tells them, “Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded” (v8). James knew the risks of dabbling with the 
enemy’s lies and with the world’s ways (v4). 
Peter also recognised that “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Pet 5:8). 
Rather than open our minds, hearts, and spirits to the devil’s deceptions, 
let us draw near to God and He will draw near to us (Jas 4:8). 
Pray:  Dear God, thank You that You are my protector. I seek to run to You 
rather than get distracted by the enemy’s lures and lies.  
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20 March 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth … love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” 1 Pet 1:22 

As we uncover untruths which we have believed, we may be confronted 
by others who still maintain these things as truth. 
Our consciences need to be at peace with the truth which we are 
discerning from Holy Spirit. We are not their judges. They, in their time, 
will need to stand before God as their Judge, just as we will (2 Cor 5:10). 
We will not be held accountable for their beliefs, nor they for ours.  
In this world, we are called to show grace. Let us “… love each other 
deeply, from the heart” (1 Pet 1:22). 

Pray:  Dear God, I seek to love others well for Your glory. Like a good 
soldier, I seek to remain unentangled in the affairs of this world.  



21 March 
“… the word of the Lord endures forever.” 1 Pet 1:25 

During this Covid season, we have experienced many changes. We faced 
much uncertainty. Some of the changes taking place were troubling. Fear 
grew, uncertainty was weighing us down, and some faced job loss, health 
issues, and financial risk.   
Through it all, God was with us (Heb 13:5). He was sheltering and 
protecting us (Ps 18:2; 28:7; 33:20). He was our rock and anchor in the 
storms (Ps 31:3; Heb 6:19). 
When our anxieties or fears became overwhelming, His Word was there as 
a source of comfort (Isa 55:11; Heb 4:12-13). While so much else was 
uncertain and changing, “the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Pet 
1:25; Jas 1:17). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for being a steadfast and unfailing God 
when so much else was changing. 
� 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 

and glorify God on the day he visits us. ~1 Pet 2:12 
� 

22 March 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one 

who trusts in [H]im will never be put to shame.”  1 Pet 2:6 
At Christmas we celebrated a precious Baby placed in a manger in 
swaddling cloths (Luke 2:7). Now, as Easter approaches, we are celebrating 
that Baby as a a chosen and precious Cornerstone (1 Pet 2:6a). He is the 
integral connection in God’s kingdom plan. The one trusting in Him will 
“never be put to shame” (v6b). 
At His birth, the shepherds were given the Good News, and they came and 
worshipped Him. Now the same Good News, of joy for all the world (Luke 
2:10), draws others to honour and worship. Come and trust in Him. 
Pray:  Dearest God, how joyfully we put our trust in Jesus, our Saviour.  



23 March 
“Now to you who believe, this stone is precious” 1 Pet 2:7a 

As those who believe in the Lord Jesus, we recognise that He, epitomised 
by the cornerstone, is precious.  
Jesus is our Lord and Saviour, and we adore Him. We recognise and are 
overawed by His incredible love and sacrifice on our behalf. He is God, yet 
He, though divine, chose to be born as a human Baby. He went through 
the struggles of learning and growing as a Child so that He could 
experience life as we do. He is truly our perfect High Priest (Heb 4:14-16). 
Jesus also tasted death for us, the death we deserved for our sinfulness 
(Rom 3:23: 6:23). He took our punishment upon Himself (2 Cor 5:21). He 
suffered death on our behalf, the death we deserved (John 3:16). 
Truly, as believers, we recognise that Jesus is precious, and also central to 
all that God is achieving (Rom 8:29).  
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, I honour and joyfully accept You as my Lord and 
Saviour. Truly You are most precious to me. 
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24 March 
“The stone the builders rejected has become … A stone that causes people 

to stumble …” 1 Pet 2:7-8 
Jesus went first to His own people, but they rejected Him (John 1:11). “Yet 
to all who did receive [H]im, to those who believed in [H]is name, [H]e gave 
the right to become children of God” (v12). 
We are the children of God (1 Pet 1:2-3). As chosen and precious to the 
Father, let us delight in God’s eternal plan (v10-12).  
Let us walk steadfastly with the Lord, not wandering off the path, pursuing 
other desires, following false ways, or being disobedient to the message (1 
Pet 2:8). Let us instead rejoice and walk steadfastly with God. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, please forgive me for any instances where I seem 
to have rejected You or Your message. I seek to stay loyal and steadfast in 
all of my thoughts and all of my ways. 



25 March 
“… declare the praises of [H]im who called you out of darkness into [H]is 

wonderful light.” 1 Pet 2:9 

At one time, we walked in darkness. If you have been at a task when the 
light begins to fade, you may know that it is possible to be in semi-
darkness without quite realising how dark it has become.  
Our walk in spiritual darkness may have been a bit like that. We made one 
decision here, then another there. Before we realised it, we were further 
into darkness than we had thought possible. What initially seemed like a 
simple step, became a significant directional change.  
As we look back, we may be able to point to the unsavoury turns. As we 
look back, we can be thankful that the Lord “called [us] out of darkness 
into [H]is wonderful light” (1 Pet 2:9).  
Pray:  Dear God, thank You for turning me back from darkness into Your 
wonderful light. I seek to always know Your light, and to point others to it. 
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26 March 

“… declare the praises of [H]im who called you out of darkness into [H]is 
wonderful light.” 1 Pet 2:9 

How joyful to live in God’s wonderful light (1 Pet 2:9). In Him “there is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).  
While we walk in the light, we can know God and have fellowship with 
Him. God is light (John 8:12), and He is goodness, and He is love (1 John 
4:16).  
As we share our witness of God’s goodness, we praise Him for coming to 
rescue us. We know that we could not have avoided the darkness in our 
own strength. But, through God’s light, we were able to see another way. 
In darkness, even the smallest light shines brightly. No matter how weak 
you may feel your witness will be, shine brightly for the Lord. It can mean a 
world of difference for the one trapped in darkness, even unawares.  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that we can be a light for Your glory.  



27 March 
“… declare the praises of [H]im who called you out of darkness into [H]is 

wonderful light.” 1 Pet 2:9 

Have you ever noticed that travelling or driving to some place by day can 
be quite a different experience to visiting the same place by night?  
In darkness, some details can be missed, shapes contort differently, and 
fears may further cloud our senses. 
By contrast, in the light, all things are made clear (John 3:21).  
When Jesus shines His light into your life, fears drop away. He is your 
Saviour, your rescuer, your comforter. Like the lost sheep (Luke 15:3-6), 
the Lord will seek you, drawing you to Himself and into the light of His love 
and grace (John 8:12). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for calling me into the light of Your 
love and grace. My hope is in You.  
� 

For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence 
the ignorant talk of foolish people. ~ ~1 Pet 2:15 

� 
28 March 

“Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God …”  
1 Pet 2:10 

As Easter draws near, we are preparing ourselves for the moment when 
Jesus will sacrifice His body on the cross for us. He, the perfect Lamb of 
God, will be nailed to the cross in our place. At Easter, we celebrate His 
resurrection and, as His people, as the Body of Christ, His Church, we 
gather together in homage (1 Pet 2:9). 
We are thankful to be united as one in God. We are His people, united for 
His glory, according to His perfect plan. Let us honour and worship Him. 
Pray:  Dearest Father God, how joyfully we praise You for making us Your 
special people. We commit together in unity as the Body of Christ. Though 
we have some difference, we all call Jesus our Lord. 



29 March 
“Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil …” 

1 Pet 2:16 
Among other things, Covid has had quite an impact on our freedom. We 
no longer had freedom of movement, freedom of engagement. Our social 
engagements were also severely limited. But, in the face of what was 
happening in other countries, we did not feel free to complain! 
In some cases, “freedom” seemed to become a ‘weapon of choice’ in 
fighting mandates. Some rules and guidelines were set in place to allow 
later freedom, while some rules and guidelines were rejected as being too 
limiting on freedom. 
For Peter, “freedom” was not to be used “as a cover-up for evil” (! Pet 
2:16). Peter would have any freedom offered back to God for His glory.  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times when I demanded 
my freedom even when it did not suit Your kingdom purposes. 
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30 March 
“Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil …” 

1 Pet 2:16 
Freedom is as much about head space as it is about physical or legal 
capacity.  
When Paul and Silas were singing in jail (Acts 16:25), their expression of 
freedom of spirit was in contrast to their physical detention. In contrast, 
when the jailer felt prompted to kill himself (v27), he was responding as 
one enslaved to the system, rather than one physically free. 
When we know freedom in the Lord, we can know freedom in body, mind, 
and spirit. When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were walking in the 
fire, they were experiencing freedom. (Dan 3:25). Though we may live 
within limits and constraints, we can still know freedom. 
Pray:  Dear Lord, thank You for the freedom we know in You. Please help us 
to live lives of freedom, for Your glory. 



31 March 
“Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil …” 

1 Pet 2:16 
As we come to the end of another devotional, let us remember to 
prayerfully seek God’s wisdom in each decision (Jas 1:5-8). Make time for 
quality engagement with God, and with loved ones too. 
As we learn afresh where our focus should be directed, harmful thinking 
patterns and habits will need to be recognised and broken. For some, 
external help will be needed. We appreciate the help that is available, and 
we thank God for making it possible. 
In all things, let us commit ourselves, our hearts, minds, and spirits, to the 
Lord, for His glory. 
Continue to look to the Lord, knowing that He is transforming you. And be 
constant in persevering, even when you may temporarily lose ground. 
Pray:  Dear God, thank You for how You are moulding and shaping us to be 
more faithful followers. Our trust is in You, and we are glad.  
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“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 
other, for love covers a multitude of sins.  
God has given each of us a gift from [H]is great variety of 
spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  
Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. 
All glory and power to [H]im forever and ever! Amen. (1 Pet 4:8, 
10-11 NLT) 
The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts and we 
pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 
Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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