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This devotional is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide 
Jesus’ followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is 

never, under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 

message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 

things’ (Joel 2:20).  2021 
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Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 

meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 

Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 

Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 

3:18 HCSB*) 
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Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 

Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the New International Version (NIV) of 

the Holy Bible. 
 

 
 

 

1 October 
“Show me [Y]our ways, LORD, teach me [Y]our paths.” Ps 25:4 

As we begin the last quarter of 2021, let us turn afresh to God for 
guidance. Remember, as James tells us, when we pray for wisdom, we 
must trust that God will provide (Jas 1:5-8).  Let us come now before God’s 
throne and ask for that wisdom. 

Sometimes wisdom is needed to guide us in the paths ahead (Ps 25:4). 
Sometimes we need wisdom in relationships, including digging deep and 
extending forgiveness and grace (Col 3:13). Sometimes we need wisdom in 
pushing back the fear which threatens to overwhelm us. We may believe 
we know the actions to take, but we need wisdom on the how and when. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me by Your wisdom, that I may walk in 
faithfulness, while keeping my complete trust in You.  



2 October 
“Show me [Y]our ways, LORD, teach me [Y]our paths.” Ps 25:4 

Do you learn better and more deeply if you see the lesson enacted, rather 
than read about it? 

For many of us, a quick search through YouTube will help us to discern 
how a particular process needs to happen. Many lessons are available, and 
a quick demonstration may break down the instructions you received into 
a lesson you understand. 

David asked that God would show him His ways. How wonderfully God 
responded in sending His Son to be our perfect role model! In Jesus we can 
see God’s ways perfectly enacted. As the bracelets so aptly reminded us, 
when we reach a fork in the road, we can ask, “What would Jesus do?” 
(WWJD). Jesus is our role model in lived wisdom. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for showing us Your ways in Jesus.  

 
3 October  

“Show me [Y]our ways, LORD, teach me [Y]our paths.” Ps 25:4 

Do you learn best by engaging through reading or watching, or does 
experiencing work best for you? 

Many of us may have particularly enjoyed the more practical aspects to 
some teaching, such as wood- or metal-working, sewing, or creative arts. 
By being an active participant in the learning, we are training our minds 
and bodies for experiential learning. We learn by doing.  

Not all learning needs to take place by doing, but being an active 
participant appears to dramatically improve retention for many people.  

When David asked God to teach him His paths, David may have had in 
mind journeying beside God (Deut 31:6). David sought a real experience of 
God’s presence with him (Ps 38:21). Like David, as we draw closer to God, 
He will draw closer to us (Jas 4:8). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the comfort of Your presence.  Please 
guide me to know Your paths. 



4 October 
“Show me [Y]our ways, LORD, teach me [Y]our paths.” Ps 25:4 

When David asked, “Show me [Y]our ways, LORD, teach me [Y]our paths 
 (Ps 25:4), David was inviting God’s input. David was showing that he had a 
teachable spirit. 
Do you sometimes find, particularly in this Covid season, that your 
patience for new things has diminished? When much change happens 
quickly, it can seem overwhelming. It is a bit like joining a new group of 
people; many new names and many new faces, and they can begin to 
merge and become confused. 
Though new ways can be challenging to absorb, let us seek to always 
embrace God’s ways. May our hearts, minds, and spirits stay youthful and 
teachable as we seek to know and be led in our Father’s paths. 

Pray: Dearest Abba Father, thank You for teaching me. When I begin to feel 
stale and overwhelmed, please reignite a new thirst.  

 

LORD, do not forsake me; do not be far from me, my God  
~Ps 38:21 

 
5 October  

“Show me [Y]our ways, LORD, teach me [Y]our paths.” Ps 25:4 

Yesterday we recommitted to faithfully following Father God’s paths. 

Today, let us commit to guiding the next generation in also being faithful 
followers of God (Ps 25:4). If we have young children in our lives, maybe 
we can search for opportunities to share our love for God with them. For 
those of us with young people living at home, may our lives, decisions, and 
paths help to direct them toward God’s paths. 

God and Holy Spirit will be teaching these children and young people 
God’s path for their lives. May we be instruments that He can use, rather 
than examples to be avoided. Whether by word or deed, we can show 
ourselves to be faithful. 

Pray: Thank You, Holy Spirit,  for Your guidance and encouragement. 



6 October  
“Guide me in [Y]our truth and teach me, for [Y]ou are God my Savior …”  

Ps 25:5 

As a child, an April Fool’s prank was a way to test and stretch the wits and 
wisdom of loved ones. Stories shared on that day were naturally met with 
much scepticism. Nowadays, with Google, and easy internet access on 
ready-to-hand devices, it is more difficult to “pull the wool over one’s 
eyes.” However, stories with some questionable elements can still be 
freely shared online. If in doubt, fact-check first before sharing. 

As a Christian, we can fact-check with God. He will guide us in truth 
through His Word and through those committed to discerning His Word 
faithfully. We can affirm Him as a giver of truth (John 14:6), as David did, 
because He is our God and Saviour (Ps 25:5).   

Pray: Dearest Abba Father, thank You for Your faithfulness in all things. 
Please help me to endure with patience, courage, hope, and trust.  

 
7 October 

“Guide me in [Y]our truth and teach me, for [Y]ou are God my Savior …”  
Ps 25:5 

Jesus is God our Saviour made flesh (Ps 25:5).  
As a Son, even as He struggled to draw breath, He made provision for 
Mary, His mother (John 19:26-27). Mary was entrusted into the care of 
John, His beloved apostle. 
As our Messiah, Jesus also makes provision for us, His followers. Jesus 
knew that, after He died (John 16:7), Holy Spirit would be sent to us as our 
Advocate and Comforter (John 14:26; 15:26). Holy Spirit will teach us all 
things, reminding us of the truth which Jesus shared (John 14:26). 
When we need to experience God’s grace and truth and wisdom, let us 
come before the Lord’s throne in perfect trust, believing (Jas 1:5-8). God is 
faithful in His daily care and provision (Matt 6:11). 

Pray: My Good, Good Father, thank You for Your close presence. Thank You 
that Holy Spirit guides and leads us in truth, and with wisdom.  



8 October 
“ … [Y]ou are God my Savior ...” Ps 25:5 

We accept God’s Word as truth, and we recognise our need for God as our 
Saviour. We see our sinfulness and, confessing, accept the sacrifice of our 
Saviour who faced death in our place. When we confess, He brings us to 
cleansing, reconciliation, and new life (1 John 1:9). 

The eyes of Adam and Eve were opened after they ate the forbidden fruit 
(Gen 3:7). They recognised their nakedness, and arranged to cover 
themselves. Others too, beholding the goodness of God, have recognised 
their own sinfulness (Isa 6:5; Luke 5:8).  

Let us be thankful that Jesus has made a way for us to be covered by His 
righteousness (1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21). Through His grace, and by His 
sacrifice, we can now have a restored relationship with the Father.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that You have made a way for me to be 
reconciled. I see my sin, and I now regret it for what it has cost You. 

 
9 October 
“ … [Y]ou are God my Savior, and my hope is in [Y]ou all day long.” Ps 25:5 

We see what our sin has cost Jesus, resulting in His death on the cross. But 
Jesus does not want us to simply stop there, crushed by our sins. Jesus 
died that we might know reconciliation. God has honoured Jesus’ sacrifice, 
accepting it, and raising Jesus from the dead (1 Cor 15:21; 1 Pet 1:3).   

In accepting the free gift of His grace, we honour Him. We choose to 
follow in His footsteps, choosing obedience to His ways (Matt 16:24; John 
8:12).  

As we follow in faithfulness, we begin to experience the glorious hope of 
salvation in Him (Ps 25:5). Our salvation is not dependent on our works 
(Eph 2:8-9), but walking in faithfulness helps us to know our Saviour more 
deeply. It also helps us to be honed more clearly for the works prepared 
for us (Eph 2:10).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the hope I know in You. 



10 October 
“ … [Y]ou are God my Savior, and my hope is in [Y]ou all day long.” Ps 25:5 

Jesus, in what He has achieved through His death, has reignited hope for 
humanity. While the eyes of humanity were opened to sin (Gen 3:7), Jesus 
has now brought fresh vision to our eyes (Luke 18:41), and made a new 
way back for humanity. Adam and Eve, with eyes opened to sin, sewed 
leaves together for their covering (Gen 3:7). Jesus, through His flesh, has 
made a better way (Heb 2:14-15). Through His blood, our sins are covered 
(Col 1:20). 

Let us rest our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of faith (Heb 12:2), 
and keep our hope in Him (Ps 25:5).  

Pray: Thank You Lord, that I can confidently place my hope in You. I am 
grateful for Your faithfulness.  

 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in 

order that you may know the hope to which he has called 

you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 

people. ~Eph 1:18 

 
11 October 
“ … [Y]ou are God my Savior, and my hope is in [Y]ou all day long.” Ps 25:5 

The author of Hebrews reminds us that we are not held in bondage to 
follow the ways of the world (Heb 2:15). Jesus has set us free. Through 
Him, we can know hope “all day long” (Ps 25:5). 

This does not mean that we will not sometimes be tempted to harbour 
fears or doubts. Yet, while they may touch our lives, they should be taken 
to the foot of the cross. As Peter reminds us, God calls us to lay our 
anxieties before Him because He cares for us (1 Pet 5:7).  

Come, and rest deeply in the hope God offers. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the hope I can know in You. 



12 October 

“ … [Y]ou are God my Savior, and my hope is in [Y]ou all day long.” Ps 25:5 

During these Covid times, we may be a little “rattled” by some of the 
changes that are taking place. We may be feeling nervous about the Covid 
restrictions, concerned about its impact on our business, and be fearful 
because of the experiences of those living interstate or overseas. 

While Covid may be making us nervous and fearful, we can confidently 
look to the Lord who stands outside of time and space. In Him is our hope. 
None of these things have surprised the God who knows the daily lives of 
each person before even one of them has come to pass (Ps 139:16). 

Even as we have matured, our greater knowledge, and growing awareness 
have meant that we are not as intimidated by change and new situations 
as we once might have been. Now we can recognise and remember God’s 
faithfulness over a longer period. In Him our hearts can rest securely. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the hope I have in You. 
 

 
13 October 

“ … [Y]ou are God my Savior, and my hope is in [Y]ou all day long.” Ps 25:5 

Other Covid details may also be troubling to our hearts and spirits. We 
may be feeling nervous about the Covid jab, concerned about its impact 
on our health, and stressed by the claims of the conspiracy theorists. 

God made us to be thinking beings. We do not need to mindlessly follow 
the patterns of others. However, He has also, in His wisdom, placed people 
in authority over us (Rom 13:1-2) and guided the wisdom of those who 
diligently seek for answers (Jas 1:5).  

Yes, there may be situations where the authority is opposed to God’s will. 
Then, like the apostles, we must stay true to God’s ways (Acts 5:29). If our 
health is compromised, then we may also need to lean on God’s wisdom 
and His Word for clearer answers. But, as far as it depends on us, let us 
love others through our actions (Rom 12:18; Jas 2:8). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your wisdom, guidance, and protection. 



14 October  
“ Remember, LORD, [Y]our great mercy and love …” Ps 25:6 

Each day brings reminders of God’s incredible faithfulness. His 
compassions are “new every morning” (Lam 3:22-23).  

Although we may currently be stretched and, perhaps, distressed, by the 
pandemic, we can still remember God’s “great mercy and love” (Ps 25:6). 
Though our lives may change at the “drop of a hat,” He is unchanging (Jas 
1:17).  

Even if we have not known God for a long time (Luke 23:40-43), His love is 
ours as completely as if we have been His for a thousand years (Rom 8:31-
39). That is because His love is not dependent on us. Rather, He loves us 
because He is love (1 John 4:8). God lavishes the fullness of His love on us 
because that is who He is, and how He loves. 

When, like David, we recognise our sinfulness (Ps 25:7a), we can also 
remember God’s great faithfulness, and ask that God would see us 
through His eyes of love (Ps 25:7b). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, how joyfully we remember Your amazing love. 

 
15 October 

“ Remember, LORD, [Y]our great mercy and love …” Ps 25:6 

As we, like David, recognise our sinfulness (Ps 25:7a), may we also 
remember that the Lord, who loves us faithfully, lifted our sins from us 
when we trusted in Him (Col 2:14). We all have sinned (Rom 3:23), but 
through His death, Jesus paid the sacrifice for our sins. God, in His mercy 
toward those who have accepted Jesus as their Lord, has tossed their 
transgressions from them (Ps 103:8-14). 

We can be thankful that God has lifted these sins from our hearts and 
lives. Let us remember, and may we rejoice in God’s great mercy and love 
(Ps 25:5). May we also learn to forgive ourselves (Eph 4:32). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for showering us with Your mercy, grace, 
and love. I honour Your mercy and faithfulness by how I treat others.  



16 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

As we experience God’s compassion and grace, we can know restored 
hope. Although we might not have been prepared to admit our sinfulness, 
even to ourselves, it is a relief to know that God sees it. It is a relief that, 
seeing our sins, God still loves us Rom 8:31-39). It is also a relief to know 
that God does not simply leave us in our sinful state, simply loving us in 
our brokenness. God does love us exactly as we are, but He helps us to 
become so much more. God helps us to step into the perfect plan which 
He made at the beginning (Ps 139:16; Jer 29:11).  

Our lives can still be worked into His perfect plan. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the incredible grace that You have 
showered over my life. Thank You. 

 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set 

your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 

Christ is revealed at his coming. ~1 Pet 1:13 

 
17 October 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

As we acknowledge and live from the grace which God pours over our 
lives, our lives can be His instruments in bringing His healing to others too. 

Yes, we have experienced brokenness. Yes, we have sinned, but we have 
since confessed our fallenness to God (1 John 1:9).  

Is God asking you to confess aspects of your fallenness to others too (Jas 
5:16)? 

Draw near (Jas 4:8), and ask God to reveal His plan through His word or in 
His quiet whispers. In this way, we can walk in obedience. 



Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please show me whether You would like me to 
reveal some of my sin history and Your grace as a testimony. 

18 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

God may ask you to confess aspects of your sins, temptations, and 
challenges to another. This may be because He knows that it would be 
instrumental in softening the hearts of others. While we each live in our 
“silos of sin,” God may not allow your sin to be revealed. But when you are 
prepared to own your sin, and to pull back the mask which separates you, 
God can use this.  

At the right time, and in the right way, our confession can be used by God 
for healing. This is not simply the healing for the one hearing what you are 
confessing. As we confess our sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, we can each experience healing (Jas 5:16). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for protecting and healing me. Please 
enable my understanding about confessing my shortcomings to another. 

  
19 October 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

Yesterday we were talking about sin and how our experiences may be 
used by God in the life of another. Are you prepared to share some details 
of your experiences with sin, brokenness, temptation, and practicing 
accountability with another, in a mutual time of sharing and healing? 

It is possible that God will ask you to reveal this battle with sin more 
broadly in the future, but for now, His call may be to simple transparency 
with one or two other people in a supportive environment. 

We know that God can use our stories for the healing of another (2 Cor 
1:3-4). Let us be ready to share what we have learned with God, so that 
another can learn from our experience.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for being prepared to die that my sins might 



be forgiven, and that I might be reconciled with the Father. Please help me 
to share in a way which may be useful in leading another toward grace. 

20 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

How deeply do we each need to know God’s amazing love!! 

I have recently experienced a situation where someone had created a 
wrong impression about me. They believed that I was resistant to 
following their advice. Based on that, their interactions with me began to 
change. Where previously they had been courteous and kind, now a 
curtness was evident in the dialogue. Based on their false impression, I 
could understand why they would respond in this way. However, their 
impression was simply that, an “impression.” I was not resistant. 

Sometimes we can receive the wrong impression about God. Before we 
explore further, know that God loves you. He is for you, and the quality 
and depth of His love is beyond comprehension (Eph 3:14-19). Trust Him.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to know Your love.  

 
21 October  

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

Do we sometimes get the wrong impression about God? 

When we see the difficulties that a loved one is going through, it can 
sometimes be easy to doubt God. We simply cannot jump in and expect to 
understand how God thinks or reasons (Isa 55:8). Could a Lego person 
possibly understand how and why we might have chosen to create with 
Lego (Isa 29:16)? Of course not! 

Yet we, who were created from dust by God, sometimes think that we can 
sit in judgment of Him. When you think about, that is pretty astounding! 

He made us in His image, but He is still apart from us. He has a life and 
experience which is beyond what we can understand. Rather than judge, 
let us know His heart of love through His Word and faithfulness (Ps 103:8). 



Pray:  Dearest Lord God, please forgive me for those times when I wanted 
to jump on the “band-wagon” of judging God. Please grow my trust. 

22 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

While you may not have had a stern parent, you may be familiar with 
some movies where a stern, impatient, and authoritative parent is 
portrayed.  

Is Father God like that? No! 

We may not always understand how He is arranging the details of our 
world and life. Yet, God will still be there to listen patiently to our 
questions, frustrations, and our pain (Deut 31:6). He may not explain His 
ways. Frankly, it may be as beyond our comprehension as explaining a 
butterfly to a caterpillar. We cannot know what God might be doing, but 
we can trust in His incredible love for us (Rom 8:31-39). 

Pray: Thank You, Father God, that You are a loving and kind Father. 

 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from 

the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and 

hope are in God.  ~1 Pet 1:21 

 

 
23 October  

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

Let us not have the impression that Father God is a stern Father. Neither 
should we imagine that we cannot approach Him with our questions, 
hurts, or anxieties. 

God will listen. Even if you feel as though you are thumping your fists on 
His chest, He will not reject you. From the Psalms we can read the pain, 
frustrations, anger, anxieties, and sense of loss others brought before God 
with questions. God still listens (1 Pet 5:7). God still wants to hear your 



concerns. Trust in His unfailing love (Ps 33:5). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that I can pour out my angst before You. 

24 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

God loves us with an incredible intensity. He is love (1 John 4:8).  

God’s incredible love motivated Him to send His one and only Son as our 
Saviour (John 3:16). 

When our eyes are blinded by the false impressions we have formed about 
God, our hearts cannot fully comprehend His love. Look again at John 3:16. 

Trust in the love which God has for the world. You are part of this world, 
and you are also a partaker in God’s incredible love.  

Allow Holy Spirit to lower the scales from your eyes (Acts 9:18). See that 
God want to offer you eternal life. Experience the love He is offering (Eph 
3:14-19). Draw nearer in trust (Jas 4:8).  

Pray: Thank You, Father God, that You send Your Son to be our Saviour. 
Please help me to allow this truth to penetrate. 

 
25 October 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

You were created to be an image-bearer for God (Gen 1:26-27). He wants 
you to walk in the full knowledge of your rich legacy in Him as you trust in 
Him (John 1:12).  

God wants you to be a recipient of His grace (Eph 2:8), and a carrier of His 
light wherever He leads you (Matt 5:14-16).  

In order to carry God’s true message of love and grace, you need to 
personally know and have experienced God’s love and grace. Come today, 
and ask for a heart, mind, and spirit open to how incredibly God loves you. 
May you taste afresh the love beyond understanding (Eph 3:19). May you 



know in the depths of your person that God’s love is forever (Rom 8:31-
39). May you experience again that God is love (1 John 4:8). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for a deepening understanding of Your faithful love. 
Please help me to share it with others too. 

26 October  
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

As our understanding is renewed, we can more deeply and completely 
understand God’s incredible love for us. 

Does that mean that we will no longer be troubled by doubts, 
temptations, anxieties, anger, frustrations, or sadness?  

No. We live in a fallen world. While we may currently be experiencing the 
newly intensified knowledge of God’s amazing love, we may soon be 
overcome by doubts or fears. 

Each day is a new opportunity to listen afresh to God speaking love and 
blessings over your life. Sometimes, though, His quiet whisper can be 
drowned out by the roar of worldly concerns, our own self-absorption, or 
the hurts inflicted by this broken world.  

Each day is a new opportunity to attune your heart, mind, and spirit afresh 
to God’s love and blessings. Stay tuned, looking to Jesus (Heb 12:2-3). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your love and grace. 

 
27 October 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

Though our understanding is renewed, and we more deeply and 
completely understand God’s incredible love for us, we may still fall into 
sin. 

The enemy of our souls lurks, ready to tempt us (1 Pet 5:8). Temptations 
draws us in, leading to sin (Jas 1:14-15). Does God give us a second 
chance?  



Yes! God understands that we are weak, coming from dust (Ps 103:14). 
God, in the abundance of His love, sent His Son to restore us. Through Him 
our sins are forgiven (Matt 26:28; Ps 103:8). 
Pray:  Thank You, Dearest Lord, that You came to rescue me. Thank You for 
the abundance of Your grace.  

28 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

Yes, we are weak, and our beginnings were from dust (Gen 2:7). But our  
weakness does not have to define us. 

God is our strength (Phil 4:13). While we are relying on our own strength, 
our desires may overwhelm us (Jas 4:1-3; 1 John 2:16).  

But when, instead, we see ourselves as a child of God, and strengthened 
by Him, we can have the confidence of David against Goliath (1 Sam 
17:45). Resist the enemy through God’s enabling (Jas 4:7; Ps 103:8). 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You that I can battle my enemies with 
Your strength. Please give me wisdom. 

 

… but those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run 

and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.   

~Isa 40:31 
 

29 October 
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

Until we embrace God’s strengthening, we may fall for the ploys of the 
enemy (Jas 1:14-15). But, when we recognise God as our Saviour, we are 
covered by His grace and strengthening.  

God wants us to know freedom (Col 1:13), and He will fight for us. “Submit 
yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas 



4:7). Rejoice and recognise that God is near (Heb 13:5). When we face the 
enemy, we are not facing him alone.  

Walk in the freedom which Christ offers (John 8:32). He is with us in our 
trials, showing us another way (Isa 30:21). 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord Jesus, that You came to deliver us from our sins. 
Please strengthen me when I am tempted, and help me to walk in freedom. 

30 October  
“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love."  Ps 103:8 

When we are facing a time of temptation, we may begin to believe that 
“we might as well be hanged for a sheep as for a lamb.” Without 
recognising that our past sins have been forgiven, this latest fall is simply 
another drop in the ocean. 

But, when we recognise God as our Saviour, when we look to Him for His 
grace and enabling, we can know that our past sins are forgiven. Our slate 
was wiped clean by the True Lamb (John 1:29)! We are covered by His 
grace. Our sins are cast as far from us as the east is from the west (Ps 
103:12). “Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as 
snow” (Isa 1:18 NLT). 

Joyfully praise God for restoring and renewing you. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You that, through You, I have found 
freedom and newness.  

 
31 October 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love."  Ps 103:8 

We recognise that God loves us (John 3:16). We see that He is for us, 
seeing us with eyes of compassion and grace (Ps 103:8). We also need to 
recognise that our battles are spiritual battles. “For our struggle is … 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph 
6:12). When we fight against temptation, we are not fighting the other 



people involved, but rather the enemy who fights through them. 

Though temptations may come through another, we need to remember 
that they are simply created beings too. They were made to glorify God, 
though right now they may be tools of the enemy. We are to show love to 
them, even as we resist temptation. Glorify God in your life. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that You have rescued me from darkness.  

1 November 
”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

As we begin a new month, let us walk afresh in the redemption which God 
offers us (Isa 43:1). 

Today is a new beginning. Today is a day to walk in the strength of God’s 
grace and power (Eph 2:8). We can know His might and wisdom (Phil 4:13; 
Jas 1:5). As we do, may our lives carry God’s fragrance, His light, His love, 
and His grace into our world. 

We may recognise that a beautiful or rich aroma surrounds some people. 
Whether through diligent laundering, fragrant application, or through 
being carriers of the scent of fresh grass or sunshine, our olfactory senses 
are pleasantly engaged. We carry God’s fragrance when we live as His 
anointed ones. Our presence is enriching and pleasant (Rom 12:18), and 
others will notice that we are carriers of God’s Son-shine (Acts 4:13).  

Pray: Thank You, Oh Mighty Triune God, for Your anointing.  

 
2 November 

”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

As God’s redeemed, we are called to be carriers of His light (Matt 5:14-16). 
As we accept the redemption that God has made available to us (Isa 43:1), 
we more clearly shine the light of God’s love from our lives. God is 
transforming our lives, breaking the clay vessel to more clearly reveal the 
inner light (2 Cor 3:18). 



Our Lord has redeemed us through His life. Through His life, “Son though 
[H]e was, [Jesus] learned obedience from what [H]e suffered” (Heb 5:8). If 
Jesus needed to learn obedience, how much more is that required of us! 
Come in obedience and faithfulness, persevering (Jas 1:2-4). 
Pray: Oh Mighty Triune God, thank You for redeeming me. I commit myself 
afresh to walking in obedience. 

3 November 

”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

As we walk and shine the light of the Lord into the world, let us remember 
that we need to stay connected to the true source of light (John 8:12). Just 
as the branch needs to stay connected to the vine (John 15:4), and the 
light bulb needs to remain connected to a power source, we need to 
remain connected to the True Light so that the light we shine may be true. 

We can shine more brightly with the True Light of the divine power source 
as we commit to spending time in God’s Word, listening for His Holy Spirit 
guidance, and opening our hearts to be obedient to His call upon our lives 
(Eph 2:10). Be God’s light in your community (Matt 5:14-16). 

Pray: Dearest Triune God, please help me to shine Your True Light in my life 
and in my community for Your glory. 

 

We remember before our God and Father your work 

produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  ~1 Thes 1:3 

 
4 November 

”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

Though we once walked in darkness (Rom 3:23), we have been redeemed 
(Col 1:13; Isa 43:1). Now, as light-bearers, we are sent to those in darkness 



to shine the light of Christ (Acts 26:17-18). The life we now live is lived to 
honour Christ (Gal 2:20), sharing His True Light (John 8:12) in our world.  

Just as we have experienced God’s amazing compassion, grace, and love 
(Ps 103:8), we are to shine and share God’s light with compassion, grace, 
and love. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to shine Your light faithfully, with grace. 

5 November 
”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

How easy it can be, sometimes, to forget where we have come from, and 
to become judges of those who walk in the ways we once did.  

Have we become prideful about the amazing light of Christ which now 
shines from our lives? Let us remember that it is only by grace that God 
chooses to shine His light in our lives.  

Yes, He has redeemed us, and we are now made new for His glory (Isa 
43:1). However, let us not forget that we once walked in the way of the 
enemy (Rom 3:10-12, 23). Let us avoid pride and self-focus (Jas 1:13-15), 
confessing and asking for restoration, as needed (1 John 1:9). 

Instead of pridefulness, may we have an attitude of gratitude, recognising 
the gracious way that our Father God has blessed us, and shines His light 
through us.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, I am thankful that You have redeemed me. 

 
6 November 

”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

As those redeemed, we carry God’s fragrance, His light, His love, and His 
grace into our world. From His plentiful gifts (Jas 1:17), may we generously 
encourage and enable others (Jas 2:14-16; 4:17; 1 Cor 12:7).  

Our God, who so generously redeemed us, has given us a new heart and a 
new spirit (Ezek 36:26). Through these, God enables us to shine His love 
more brightly. With our new heart and spirit, we see His love for us more 



clearly. Through these, our eyes can be opened to see others as God sees 
them (1 Sam 16:7). Ask God to open the eyes of your heart and spirit 
(Mark 10:51), so that you may see others through God’s eyes of love (Rom 
8:1, 37). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for my pridefulness in my 
redemption. Please renew my sight so that I may see with love and grace. 

7 November 
”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

This month, we have been offering God’s fragrance, His light, His love, and 
His grace into our world, as His redeemed. We recognise that we are 
redeemed. But have we become so focused on our outward expression of 
our redemption that we are striving instead of resting? 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you” (Isa 43:1) applies to us too. We are 
also covered by God’s grace. We can shelter in His strength (Ps 62:2). We 
do not need to fear that our “works” may fall short. Our works are not 
earning us redemption (Eph 2:8). Jesus paid the full price (1 Cor 6:20).   

We rest in God’s grace alone (Eph 2:8) but, through His enabling, and 
according to His plan, we freely offer our best back to God (Eph 2:10). 

Pray: Forgive me, Lord, for those times when I have been striving to earn 
Your approval rather than simply give according to Your grace. 

 
8 November 

”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
[M]ine.” Isa 43:1 ESV 

As we rest in God’s grace, may we also allow others to know and rest in 
His grace. Let us resist the temptation to judge others (Jas 2:12-13).  

We do not know their hearts or their history. We cannot know what plans 
God has for them (Eph 2:10). Because of this, let us simply love them, and 
invite them to be partakers of God’s grace as God gives us opportunities.  

It may be that our lives will be used to plant a seed. It may be that we will 
be used to water seeds which others have planted. It may be that we will 



actually be witnesses to God’s fruit being produced in their lives. In any 
case, they will be led, developed, and transformed as God wills, and in His 
timing.  

Our part is to be available, and we can also love them, and pray for them.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunity to be Your instrument in 
the life of another. Please help me to be patient, and to persevere. 

9 November 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you ….” Josh 1:9  

Do you sometimes submit to fear, or allow it to dictate your response to a 
given situation? 

God did not give us a spirit of fear. His heart is that we would operate from 
a place of “power and love and self-control’ (2 Tim 1:7 NET). 

God has called us to walk in His strength. As God assured Paul, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for [M]y power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 
12:9). Rather than keep your eyes on any Goliath before you, stand in the 
strength of God’s power within you (Josh 1:9). 

God is with you (Heb 13:5). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that You are my strength. 

 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in 

order that you may know the hope to which [H]e has 

called you ….   ~Eph 1:18 

 
10 November  
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged ….” Josh 1:9  

Take courage (Josh 1:9)! 

God has called you to this season (Ps 139:16), and has been preparing you 
with the skills you will need, as well as enabling you to trust Him (Rom 
12:1-2).  



Though some aspects of this season may be confronting or challenging, 
God is growing and transforming you through this, moulding you to be His 
instrument of power and grace (2 Cor 3:18).  

Just as God stripped back Gideon’s army to a size which would be God-
glorifying (Jdg 7:2), God may be stripping people or things from your life or 
ministry so that His power can more clearly be seen.  
Pray: Dearest, Father God, please strengthen my weak heart and knees.  

11 November 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.” Josh 1:9   

What an amazing privilege it is to be invited to work in God’s vineyard 
(John 15:1; Matt 9:37-38)?  

Sometimes these instructions can come through God’s Word, His Holy 
Spirit prompting through another, or through His own quiet whisper. If you 
have received clear instructions from God, go as He has directed you, with 
courage, knowing that He is with you (Josh 1:9).  

God will protect you. That does not mean that you may not face times of 
fire or trial (Dan 3:23), but God will be with you (25).  Trust in His 
faithfulness, as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did, as did many 
others. These are our cloud of witnesses (Heb 12:1).  

Pray: Thank You, Dear Lord, for the witnesses and examples of faith whom 
You have given to us. Thank You, Jesus, for being our model of endurance. 

 
12 November 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” Josh 1:9   

As our experience with the Lord grows, our willingness to withhold 
judgment often grows too. While before we might have been tempted to 
doubt God’s provision, now we know better.  

We have experienced the faithfulness of God, and learned to keep our 
trust in Him, even when delays may be longer than we had anticipated. 



But, being a witness to His faithfulness again, and again, and again, helps 
us to withstand. 

As these experiences become a part of our testimony, the “test” which 
produces our test-imony produces less angst and is met by greater trust.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, I rejoice in Your faithfulness. I know with deeper 
confidence that I can continue to trust in You. Though I may not 
understand Your ways or timing, I trust Your heart. 

13 November 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding.”  3:5 Prov ESV 

How quickly and easily we can sometimes get distracted or distressed! It is 
possible that a small stone in our shoes one day may cause no concern. 
However, a similar-sized stone in our shoe on another day could be the 
straw which breaks our backs. While a massive boulder may stop us in 
mid-track, the accumulated weight of many small stones can be just as 
effective in stilling our progression. 

As each stone finds its way into our shoes, maybe we can find a more 
effective remedy for removing it, rather than simply continuing to be 
impacted. Could we stop and address this issue without losing 
momentum? Could someone else be available or able to offer assistance?  

Let us learn to commit issues to the Lord in prayer. Even if this seems to be 
a rather unimportant issues, the Lord will still listen to your request. Once 
given to Him (1 Pet 5:7), trust that He will address it in His own way (Prov 
3:5), and be open to His wisdom (Jas 1:5).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, I choose to entrust this to You. Please guide me.  
 

 
14 November 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart ….”  3:5 Prov  

Are you trusting in the Lord with all your heart (Prov 3:5)?  



With so many changes due to the Covid pandemic, it may seem that our 
lives are determined by authorities and by the careless actions of others. 
Yet, on the other hand, we may be facing life-changing decisions with little 
certainty about the future. Is it a good time to buy a house, change 
careers, have a baby, move interstate?  

As we acknowledge Jesus as our Lord, we are committing ourselves to His 
prompts. In this way, He can make our paths straight as He is the One in 
control (Prov 3:6). He is the Lord.  

Pray: Dear Jesus, I commit afresh to following You as my Lord. 

15 November 
"You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in [Y]our word."  

Ps 119:114 

What joy there is to be gained through meeting God in His Word and 
seeing His faithfulness to His people! 

Through our experiences with His story, we are able to more fully know 
God as our refuge and shield too. The God who took in Ruth and placed 
her in Jesus’ ancestral line is Someone in whom we can hope when we are 
feeling disconnected (Ruth 4:18-22). 

The God who held Jacob’s son Joseph through a myriad of painful 
situations and raised him to be second in command in Egypt is Someone 
whom we know will be faithful to His promises (Gen 37:5-11; 41:41-43; 
42:6). We can trust in Him. 

Pray: Thank You, God, that my hope is secure in You. 

 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 

who promised is faithful.   

 ~Heb 10:23  

 
16 November 

"You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in [Y]our word."  
Ps 119:114 



We can hope in God’s Word because He is the God who sent His one and 
only Son to be our Saviour (John 3:16). 

We can also truly trust in God as our refuge and shield (Ps 119:114) 
because we have seen the amazing character of God portrayed in Jesus, 
fully Man and fully God. “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form” (Col 2:9). 

Come today to God’s Word and harvest the amazing blessings which will 
speak His goodness to your heart, mind, soul, and spirit. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I can fully trust in You. You are my 
refuge and my shield. 

17 November 
"… I have put my hope in [Y]our word." Ps 119:114 

Have you noticed how much more challenging it is to keep your word since 
Covid 19 began? While we can make plans, we live very much at the whim 
of the next Covid Lockdown. What James wrote so long ago, is more 
relevant than ever: “Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow” (4:14). 

James continues, “Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will 
live and do this or that’” (4:15). James’ advice is as valid now as it was 
then. While technologies and communication methods have advanced 
considerably since James’ day, God is unchanging (1:17). We can trust, and 
put our hope in, His unchanging Word (Ps 119:114).  

During Covid, let us prayerfully consider our plans, trusting in God’s 
guidance. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your quiet whispers which assure me that Your 
Word is true. Thank You too for wisdom in planning contingencies into my 
plans. 

 
18 November 
"Away from me, you evildoers, that I may keep the commands of my God!" 

Ps 119:115 



The psalmist knew that the actions of others can keep us from staying true 
to what God has commanded us to do (Ps 119:115). Jesus, in giving us a 
model prayer, said, “…lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 
evil one” (Matt 6:13). James too advises his readers to “Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you” (Jas 4:7). James saw that there were two clear 
choices: friendship with God or friendship with the world (4:4). Pursuing 
one would mean turning your back on the other.  

Obedience to God’s commands sometimes means that we will need to 
turn our backs on worldly ways. Sometimes this will be challenging (Ps 
119:115). Let us lean in to God for His strengthening (Jas 4:8).  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to remain true to Your commands.  

19 November 
“… I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins." Mark 2:10 

When Jesus saw the faith of the four men who had lowered the paralysed 
man before Him (Mark 2:3-4), He forgave the paralysed man his sins (5). 

The teachers of the law, who had likely come to hear Jesus speak, were 
affronted by Jesus’ forgiveness of the man’s sins. Though their inner 
thoughts were not expressed, Jesus knew. He said to them, “I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” (Mark 
2:10). Jesus wanted them to be aware that He had this authority.  

When we recognise that Jesus has authority to forgive our sins, let us not 
hesitate to embrace this opportunity. Confess, and know His forgiveness, 
that you may be reconciled and restored (1 John 1:9). 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for Your amazing offer of sin-forgiveness. I confess 
that I have sinned, and I seek Your forgiveness. 

 
20 November 

“… I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins." Mark 2:10 

Have you asked Jesus, the Son of Man, to forgive you your sins?  



The Lord already knows all that you have done. He stands ready to cover 
those sins through His grace with the blood He sacrificed for reconciliation 
(Heb 2:9; 1 Pet 3:18). Turn to Jesus and confess (1 John 1:9). 

We will not be telling Him anything He does not already know. But, in 
confessing, we are taking ownership for our sins. We are accepting that we 
have done these things (Ps 51:4), and we are seeking God’s forgiveness.  

Come and confess. You will likely be surprised at the new freedom you will 
experience (Ps 51:7-8). Jesus knows this too, and seeks it for you. He wants 
you to know freedom from your sin debt (John 10:10).  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for removing the weight of sins from my 
shoulders. Please help me to remember that You cleansed me from sin.  
21 November 

“… I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins." Mark 2:10 

Jesus came that we “may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).  

Jesus recognises that we have a sin debt which separates us from the 
Father (Rom 3:23). Jesus came in order to be the perfect Sacrifice, paying 
our sin debt. In this way, He won our freedom (Rom 6:23).  

Jesus said, “everyone who sins is a slave to sin … if the Son set you free, you 
will be free indeed” (John 8:34, 36).  

Let us resist sin and stay true to the Lord (Ps 119:15).  

Through Jesus, we have been granted our freedom. But do not use that 
freedom to become entangled again in sin. “It is for freedom that Christ 
has set [you] free” (Gal 5:1). 
Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for dying so that I could be freed from 
my sin debt. Please help me to resist temptation and remain free. 

 

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on 

those whose hope is in his unfailing love …. ~Ps 33:18 

 
22 November 



“…do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another 
humbly in love.”  135: Gal  

Rather than using our freedom to indulge our flesh (Gal 5:13a), let us use 
our freedom instead to honour the One who took on flesh that He might 
set us free (Gal 5:1).   
We honour the One who saved us from sin when we serve one another 
humbly in love (Gal 5:13b). The One who came to serve (Matt 20:28), and 
who loved others with such grace and generosity, would be honoured 
through our actions (Luke 13:34).  
Rather than being concerned with our own flesh, we serve, as Jesus did.  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for being a truly servant-hearted Leader. 

23 November 
“… serve one another humbly in love.” 5:13 Gal  

How graciously was Jesus the perfect Role Model for humble and loving 
service. 

Just hours before He knew that He would need to give up His life (John 
13:1), Jesus offered another beautiful example of service to His disciples 
(John 13:4-11). Jesus, on bended knees, washed the dirt from the feet of 
His disciples. 

This task of foot-washing was normally undertaken by the lowliest servant. 
Yet Jesus, knowing “that the Father had put all things under [H]is power” 
(John 13:3), “loved [H]is own … to the end” (2).  

Whatever fancy titles we may have, and whatever education or training 
we may have achieved, let us never forget that the Son of God served 
humbly in love. Let us go and do likewise (John 13:15-17; Luke 10:37). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your humble and loving service. 

 
24 November 

“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 
 13:15 John  

As we learn and grow, from the youngest age, we have followed the 



examples of those who have gone before us. We learned by the 
purposeful actions of our parents, such as when they taught us spoon-
feeding on our highchairs. We also learned from our observations. 

Sometimes these were good and enriching examples, especially those 
given by godly parents. In other cases, we followed the bad examples of 
others, particularly where they appeared to “get away” with mischief.  

When we keep Jesus as our ultimate Role Model, He is always our Good 
Example, and our Example in doing good (John 13:15). Follow Jesus’ 
example in living in obedience to the Father (John 5:19; 14:13). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for being my Role Model in what is pleasing to the 
Father. I seek to glorify Him and You by my actions. 

25 November 
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 

 13:15 John  

As we learn and grow, from the youngest age, we have followed the 
examples of those who have gone before us. We did not see our parents 
or grandparents in their childhoods, but we can still benefit from the 
experiences they had during that time, shaped by wisdom gleaned in the 
intervening years.  
We can submit to their authority in our lives, just as Jesus “grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). He submitted in 
obedience to His Heavenly Father and to His earthly parents (51).  

Like Jesus, may we respect the positions of authority which God has placed 
over us (Exod 20:12). But, where their advice conflicts with God’s decrees, 
give preference to God (Acts 5:29; John 13:15). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for those You have placed in my life to guide 
me.. 

 
26 November 

“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 
 13:15 John  



God guides us by His wisdom, just as He placed Jesus in a family and a 
culture which would help Him to develop in maturity and wisdom (Luke 
2:52). 

Those God has placed in our lives can be used by Him to guide and 
transform our thinking (Prov 27:17; Rom 12:2). Our edges are rubbed 
smooth, our pride is able to be dissolved into humility, and our “wisdom” 
is reframed into God’s wisdom (Jas 3:13-17). As we come together, 
together we can more richly be the Body of Christ, the Church (1 Cor 
12:12, 27). Our lives are impacted, and we, in turn, can be godly 
influencers in the lives of others (Titus 2:2-8).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for those You have placed in my life. Please 
help and transform me through them, and enable me as a transformer. 

27 November 
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 

 13:15 John  

Jesus is our Saviour and our Example (John 13:15). He washed the disciples 
feet as a final practical example of servant leadership (3-11). The next day, 
on the cross, Jesus gave up His life in order to cancel our sin debt (John 
3:16; Eph 1:7; 1 Pet 2:24). 

As the Body of Christ, the Church (1 Cor 12:12, 27), we are called to offer 
our gifts for the benefit of His Church, and for His glory (1 Pet 4:10-11). 
God saved us by His grace, and He calls us to freely use our gifts as He has 
planned beforehand (Eph 2:8-10). 

Rejoice in how God has made you (Ps 139:14), and thank Him for His 
faithfulness. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I freely offer my gifts for Your glory; thank You.  

 

May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put 

our hope in you. ~Ps 33:22 

 
28 November 



“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 
 13:15 John  

Do we sometimes feel prideful in the gifts which we have received?  

While it may seem as though any successes and celebrations may have 
flowed from our work, imagination, and efforts, God is the One who has 
blessed us (Ps 139:16; Jas 1:17). He is the One who has gifted us in this 
way. He is the One who has whet our passion (Ps 37:4), and helped us to 
be diligent in persevering. 

Rather than be tempted by pridefulness (Jas 1:9-10; 4:6), let us express 
gratitude for all that God has done and is doing in our lives. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for the rich blessings which You are pouring into my 
life. Please protect me when I am tempted to be prideful. 

29 November 
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 

 13:15 John  

Rather than feeling prideful about our gifts, perhaps instead we are 
tempted by jealousy of the gifts of others (Jas 4:1-3; Exod 20:17). We seek 
to have their opportunities, their gifts, their training, or their capacity. 

God is the One who gives gifts (Jas 1:17). God gives good gifts to all (Matt 
7:11). If we are jealous of the gifts another has, it could be because we are 
not able to see or appreciate how God has gifted us.  
Spend time with the Father. Pray through Holy Spirit (Rom 8:26-27), asking 
for revelation and discernment about your gifts. These are to be given 
back to the Lord, for His glory, just as Hannah promised her son back to 
the Lord (1 Sam 1:11).  
Gifts are to be used for God’s glory (1 Pet 4:10-11). Recognise how God 
has blessed you, and then offer these gifts so that others may glorify the 
Father (Matt 5:15-16).  
Pray:  Dearest Father God, please forgive me when I am ungrateful. 

 
30 November 



“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 
 13:15 John  

Rather than feeling prideful or jealous, perhaps this current season is a 
time in the valley of doubt or despair instead. 

Though we may feel broken, weak, and hurt, we can come with confidence 
to the Lord’s throne. On the cross we saw Jesus in His weakness as He took 
our sins upon Himself. To His throne, we can come in our weakness, 
knowing that He will not despise us (Isa 42:3).  

Come to His throne and experience His sheltering. Jesus stands ready to 
welcome you, the Father to receive you (Acts 7:56), and Holy Spirit to 
guide you (Rom 8:26-27). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, I come. Thank You for never forsaking me. 

 1 December 
 “You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 

Before an ultrasound could have confirmed it, before a gender party could 
have revealed it, or before the wisdom of old wives’ predictions could 
have foreseen it, Mary knew that she would give birth to a Son (Luke 1:31).  

While we may be tempted to ask or discover, few of us can be as certain 
until the actual birth day. Until then, like all other parents across history, 
we are simply expectant.  

Possibly Mary had other concerns and anxieties about the pregnancy and 
coming birth, such as “Where will it happen?” or “Who will deliver this 
Baby?”  

Like Mary, we can wait with confident hope for God’s fulfilment (Luke 
1:38). As Christmas draws closer, may your hope be in the Risen Saviour. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the gift of Your Son, Jesus. 

 

As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more 

and more. ~Ps 71:14 

 
2 December 



“You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 

Like all parents-to-be across time, Mary and Joseph were expectant. Like 
many expectant parents, some issues had already arisen, and needed to 
be resolved (Matt 1:18-25). 

For those of us who are currently expectant parents, Covid has certainly 
placed extra demands and difficulties on the pregnancy, the birth, and on 
early childhood. Expectant grandparents too have had to reconsider their 
roles and responsibilities around access, care, and vulnerabilities.  

In all of these situations, and other instances of “expectancy,” we can trust 
God to be a faithful and loving Father (John 1:12; Rom 8:14). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for the faithfulness and consistency of 
Your loving care. Please help us to negotiate this challenging Covid time. 

3 December 
“You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 

Many of the well-known women of the Bible have struggled to conceive. 
Sarai/Sarah (Gen 11:30), Hannah (1 Sam 1:2, 5-6), Rebekah (Gen 25:21), 
and Mary’s own cousin, Elizabeth (Luke 1:7), were among them. 

Some women in our time can also struggle to conceive. Though many 
advances have been made in the intervening centuries, conceiving and 
giving birth to a healthy baby can still be beyond the experience of some 
people. 

If this is you, know that God has heard your prayer. Though it may not 
appear to be answered yet, God has heard it, just as He heard the prayer 
of Hannah (1 Sam 1:10-11).  

God may answer your prayer with a child, or He may not. Whichever is our 
experience, let us continue to trust that God’s ways are true.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, You know the ache of my heart. Please shelter me. 

 
4 December 

“You will conceive and give birth to a [S]on …." Luke 1: 31 



Your unanswered prayer may relate to miscarried children, waiting for 
adoption to become a reality, waiting for grandchildren, or an entirely 
different prayer need. 

Whatever prayer is on your lips, God hears it (1 Pet 3:12), but He may 
answer it in an unexpected way (Isa 55:8-9).  

We cannot know why God chooses as He does until we will meet Him. 
Then our eyes will be opened and we will have greater understanding.  

Until then, whether waiting for a child or the answer to another prayer 
from the depths of your heart, let us trust that God’s ways are true.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, as each year passes, my prayer goes unanswered. I 
know that You are working on my heart and in my life, and maybe my 
prayer will be answered in this coming year. 

5 December 
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

Trusting that “no word from God will ever fail,” (Luke 1:37), Mary 
entrusted herself to God’s will (38). 

Though we may not be offered so dramatic a role, we can still offer our 
obedience and commitment to God in service for His glory, as others have 
before us (Luke 1:38; 1 Sam 3:9-10; Rom 1:1; Jas 1:1; Jude 1). 

Though we may not know to what tasks, ministries, or roles we may be 
called, we can trust the One who is calling us (Mark 1:17; Luke 14:27). 

The One who spoke calm over the waves is able to smooth all difficulties 
and to hold you secure in His peace (Mark 4:35-41; John 14:27).  Rest in 
His grace with confidence. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I choose to commit to go as You call me, or to stay, if 
that is Your will. I seek to be Your obedient follower. 

 
6 December 

“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 



Jesus Himself became incarnate that He might serve. “… the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give [H]is life as a ransom 
for many” (Matt 20:28).  

We too are called to serve. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph 
2:10).  

What we are called to do may not yet be revealed in all its fullness. For 
some of us, we have experienced some seasons of faithful service, but 
there is work still ahead. Whether just beginning, or close to the end (Matt 
20:1-16), we can remember that God knows our story (Ps 139:16). God 
knows the challenges that have come our way, and those still ahead.  He 
will hold us through each one, just as He has in the past.  
Pray: Thank You, Lord, that You meet my needs where the rubber hits the 
road. I commit to serving You. 

7 December 
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

Mary, in offering herself as “the Lord’s servant” (Luke 1:38), may not have 
been certain about how public or how private this role would become. 
Almost certainly, as her pregnancy became obvious, Mary would have 
experienced some suspicion and, possibly, some rejection. 

We know that Joseph, unwilling to disgrace her publicly, resolved to 
divorce Mary quietly (Matt 1:19). An angel from God told Joseph to “not 
be afraid to embrace Mary home as [his] wife” (20). 

Others, too, may have doubted Mary’s integrity (John 8:41). As we commit 
to serving the Lord (Luke 1:38), we may not know what He is calling us to 
do. It may involve exposing ourselves to ridicule, as Lot experienced (Gen 
19:12-14). Trust that God is in control.  

Pray: Dearest, Lord, please strengthen me when I begin to doubt, and 
please give me fresh courage and perseverance. 

 

I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word 

I put my hope. ~Ps 130:5 

 



8 December  
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

Mary’s role as God’s servant would likely have included many hours of 
nappy-changing, whatever form they took (Luke 1:38; 2:7). Your servant-
hearted engagement may also involve nappy-changing. Alternatively, 
there may be endless phone calls, negotiations with difficult or demanding 
people (possibly both), and the grace to practice being quick to hear, slow 
to speak, and slow to anger (Jas 1:19). 

Remember that the Lord Himself is our perfect example in role-modelling 
service (John 13:15). We can be thankful for that, even as the role is 
thankless. Though others may not notice, God does (Matt 6:4). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, though this role may sometimes be extremely 
challenging, I believe that You have called me to it. I am committed. 

9 December 
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

Mary, as a teenage girl, accepted her role as the Lord’s mother (Luke 1:38). 
As we begin to walk with the Lord, covered by His grace, He will call us to 
the role(s) He has prepared for us (Eph 2:10). 

For some of us, this role may be a life-time investment, such as Mary 
committed to Jesus. For some, this role may be for a particular project or 
season, such as Noah’s commission to build the ark (Gen 6:14), or Joseph’s 
economic role for the Pharaoh (Gen 41:37-44).  

Do you have a sense of where the Lord is leading you? It may be that He 
will call you to training, such as a direction to go to Bible College or to a 
mission conference. It may be that God will ignite your heart with a 
passion for a region or a people group. On the other hand, it may simply 
be that God prompts you to answer a particular job ad., to join a particular 
gym, or to source your season vegetables from a particular market. 

Whether for a day, a season, or a lifetime, let us commit to honouring the 
Lord through our calling (1 Cor 7:17; Phil 3:14). 

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, I seek to be obedient.  



 
10 December 

“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered." Luke 1: 38 

Sometimes we seek to be obedient to the Lord but, like Jonah, we believe 
that we would be able to serve better or more fruitfully some place else 
(Jonah 1:3). For others, serving in this place is a true adventure, but the 
role of another would be far more preferable.  

There will always be times in this life where it will seem that what we do 
not have is far more attractive than the best that we have been given. God 
is the giver of all gifts (Jas 1:17). Just as we select the gifts for our loved 
ones with care, God does too. Accept His perfect appointment for you (Eph 
2:10; Ps 139:16).  

Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your grace and tender care.  

11 December 
“In those days Caesar Augustus issues a decree … So Joseph also went up 

from the town of Nazareth ..." Luke 2:1, 4 

Have you ever planned a surprise for someone only to discover that they 
have booked something else for themselves for that same period? 

Imagine if the Someone who had made the elaborate plans was God (Ps 
139:16)! Yes, as James reminds us, we who “do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow … ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do 
this or that” (Jas 4:13-14).  

God has made great and amazing plans for us (Jer 29:11). He knows what 
He wants to achieve through our lives (Eph 2:10), and He has planned how 
this can come together day by day (Ps 139:16). Yet we may stubbornly 
decide that we know best! 

Let us commit to discerning and being true to God’s plans, that He may be 
glorified through our lives. Let us follow Jesus’ example (John 14:13). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your example of perfect faithfulness. 
Please help me to discern the Father’s will, that He may be glorified 
through my life. 



 
12 December 

“In those days …" Luke 2:1 

Do you sometimes find that you are having one of “those days”? 

It can seem as though all things are out of joint, that “the world is against 
you,” and that “everything is ruined”!! 

Yet, if you look back carefully over the whole day, you may find that there 
were many nuggets of true blessings. It may be that they did not shine due 
to the crowding in of the less-than-pleasant aspects.  

Rather than focus on the mist of malcontentious issues, let us see the 
beautiful blessings which God consistently pours into our lives. God is good.  

When you come to the end of a tough day, take the time to sift for the gold. 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for daily blessings. 

13 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

For some, things “just happen” to fall into perfect place “by coincidence.” 
For others of us, these are “God moments,” being perfect examples of 
God’s perfect will being played out in God’s perfect timing (Jer 29:11).  

God knows our going out and our coming in. He knows our every situation, 
and is intimately aware of all that has passed and is ahead (Ps 139:1-3. 
With this perfect knowledge, He is perfectly situated to draw together 
perfect while they were there moments.  

What does that mean for us? We can look backwards and wonderously 
affirm how God’s hand was at work (Gen 50:20). We can praise Him for His 
amazing engineering. 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for Your gentle and loving care.  

 

… hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, 

who has been given to us. ~Rom 5:5 



 
14 December 

“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

It can sometimes seem thar our plans were unsuccessful, yet the day was 
still amazing (Jas 4:13-16). Despite the frustrations we may be feeling, God 
orchestrated His perfect will. Let us stay attuned to God’s prompts. 

Further than that, we can keep our eyes, ears, hearts, minds, and spirits 
attuned and ready in the moment. What might God be asking of you in 
those while [you] were there moments? Let us commit to being ready to 
step into God’s perfect plan (Luke 19:1, 5-6). 

While we can make our plans, let us commit them to prayer and to Holy 
Spirit’s re-alignment with God’s perfect will (Rom 8:26-27). 

Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for the prompting to be perfectly in 
tune with the Father’s heart.  

15 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

Sometimes God can be at work in our lives, even when we do not realise 
it. “While they were there …” (Luke 2:6), other people’s lives were being 
impacted in various ways, to various ends.  
God is working the various strands of people’s lives into His kingdom 
purposes in just the right time and sequence. While we may not be aware 
of how we are being prepared (1 Sam 17:34-37), God has a perfect plan. 

“While they were there” could be a comment on how we represented the 
Lord during our time away, at a party venue, or in someone else’s home. 
Are we being true to the Lord is how we live. Are we doing what we would 
do if we knew that it was being recorded? Just because we happen to be 
away from our usual accountabilities, does not mean that we can act or 
speak in an “unaccountable” way.   
Honour the Lord at all time, even on holidays. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please forgive me when I behave inappropriately. 

 



16 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

“While they were there …” (Luke 2:6), the time came for the Son of God to 
be welcomed into the world. 

Are you excitedly anticipating a new family member, whether in your 
direct family, child or grandchild, or in your extended family?  

Birth is such an exciting thing to anticipate! Will you remember where you 
were when this birth is announced? Will you plan to be close enough to be 
able to visit in the first hours or days?  

Covid has played havoc with the plans of new parents and grandparents 
too. While they may have originally planned to be close-by or local for the 
birth, that may not longer be possible. The “While they were there…” 
could be another state or territory! 

Pray:   Dearest Lord, please forgive my impatience, and the anger I feel, 
that I will be separated from the birthplace of this little one. 

17 December 
“While they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

While it was a census which directed Joseph of Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
only one person from the family was likely required to attend. Did Joseph 
take Mary along so that they could be together when the baby’s due date 
arrived? 

Keeping Mary, and the Baby, close to him also meant that Joseph did not 
leave Mary exposed to those who might jump to conclusions about the 
Baby she carried. They might be inclined to pass judgment on the 
relationship of Joseph and Mary (Matt 1:19-25). 

It can happen that the beliefs and understanding of different people 
groups may be different from our own. While we spend time with them, or 
live among them, we may be impacted by their moral choices.  

James warns against being negatively influenced by the wisdom of the 
world (Jas 3:15-16; 4:1-4). Whether living among those with different 
beliefs, or having them temporarily staying with you, remain true to God’s 
teaching, with grace (Rom 12:16, 18; Jas 1:19). 



Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for how You enrich my life and experiences. 

 
18 December 

“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

During these Covid times, have there been some things for which you have 
waited with building joy and excitement? Did it come to pass? 

Unfortunately, some things needed to be changed in order to meet the 
Covid or Lockdown restrictions. Some people married earlier so that when 
“the time came” they would be able to celebrate this momentuous 
occasion with the number of friends they had chosen.   

Sometimes venues needed to be swapped, or new rules needed to be put 
in place (such as no dancing), so that restrictions could be accommodated. 
We can know that God will not be stopped by Covid!  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me when plans need to change.  

19 December 
“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

Some things, rather than anticipation, are met with dread (Luke 2:6). 

Covid has impacted on our work and economic situation. When the time 
comes to pay the bills, we need to know with confidence that God will 
help us to make a way forward (Ps 23:1; Matt 6:11).  

Do not let anxiety get the better of you (1 Pet 5:7). Instead, place your 
faith and confidence in God’s will, and be prepared to listen with 
discernment to God’s wisdom (Jas 1:5-8; 3:17). 

Pray: Dear Lord, I know that You are my provider. Please guide me and 
help me to be faithful when the time comes to pay these bills. Please help 
me to be honest and open in sharing the details with those whom You have 
placed in a position to help me. The time has come, but I will not be afraid. 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in  him …  ~Rom 15:13a 



 
20 December 

“… the time came …. Luke 2:6 

Perhaps, now that Christmas is almost here, the time has come to address 
the family issue which has been causing division (Luke 2:6)?  

While it can be relatively easy to let some issues “slide” during the year, it 
is important, as a family, that we are able to meet together at Christmas.  

Pray about how you can be a part of God’s instrument of reconciliation. He 
may call you to apologise, or to be ready to offer forgiveness. Rather than 
recall how many times this has been done, or needs to be done again 
(Matt 18:21), let us open our hearts with grace, as Jesus has shown us His 
grace (Matt 6:12, 14-15; Eph 2:8-9). 

Look afresh at the Christ Child and see the Man who stepped into time so 
that, through grace, you could know eternity with God through the cross. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for Your example of grace. 

21 December 
“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 ESV 

Just like that, Christmas is less than a week away, while Easter seems to 
have happened just two weeks ago! 

Christmas comes to fullness at Easter. The Child who was born came to die 
so that others may be reborn to new life (John 1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6; Rom 
10:9). Through Jesus’ life and death, we can know freedom and new life 
(John 3:16; Rom 6:23; 2 Cor 5:21). We are covered by His blood (1 Pet 
2:24). Respond to His call (Gal 2:20; Titus 2:14). 

Similarly, Easter is a true celebration because of Jesus’ first Christmas. Only 
as One like us could Jesus be our substitute (John 1:14; Gen 22:13; Isa 
53:4-6; 1 Pet 2:23-25). Only as One like us could Jesus be our true High 
Priest (Heb 4:14-16).  

Let us prepare our hearts for Christmas by reflecting on the wonder and 
blessing of our Risen King.   
Pray: Dear God, I can overlook minor inconveniences when I remember 
that You took on flesh, and gave it up to save me. 



 
22 December 

“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 ESV 

As Mary and Joseph journeyed toward Bethlehem, they likely knew that 
the time was drawing near for them to become new parents. Mary would 
have already recognised the changes happening in her body as the Baby 
grew. Joseph too may have been aware of some discomfort. 

As Christmas time draws nearer, may we aware of stress, anxieties, and 
triggers in the lives of those beloved to us. Is there a way that we can 
make simple changes which might smoothen this season for them?  

Let us also commit to praying for them, raising them before God’s throne 
of grace (1 Pet 5:7). While we prepare to celebrate the Christ Child, may 
His light and love shine from our hearts (1 John 3:16). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to be ready, and walk in Your will each day. Be 
glorified in my life as I commit my ways to You. 

23 December 
“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 ESV 

While this year has raced by, we may have arrived at different occasions 
and events, but not been truly ready or prepared. With the myriad of tasks 
which call for our attention each day and each moment, we may find 
ourselves spinning from task to task, giving a measure of attention, but not 
the diligent care that we would want to give, or need to give. 

Now there are simply days to go before we celebrate that Jesus became 
flesh over two thousand years ago (John 1:14).  Now, today, let us make 
time for our Saviour. Let us book some time to simply rest in God’s Word. 
Let our hearts soak in the reality that God became flesh that we might 
know the fullness of eternal life through Him (John 1:14; Gal 3:13). 

Today, let us come to Him. Let us rest in His grace, and spend time seeking 
His heart and His will as we rest in His love (Matt 11:28-30).  

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, I seek to spend time with You. 



 
24 December 

“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 ESV 

Mary’s pregnancy was about to end, and a new life was about to enter the 
world. Jesus was coming in the flesh, to experience life as we know it. 

When we are born again, we enter a new realm of life. We experience life, 
love, grace, and healing in a whole new way (John 3:3-6). The scales have 
fallen from our eyes (Acts 9:18) and our hearts and spirits are renewed 
(Ezek 36:26).  

Today, let us take a moment away from the festivities to experience afresh 
Jesus’ coming in to our life. The time came (Luke 2:6), and we accepted 
Jesus as our Saviour. Refresh and renew your commitment to Him. In a 
season when we may be welcoming extended family and old friends, open 
your heart wide to deeply connect with Jesus, your Saviour. 

Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please reignite my passion for my Saviour. Come 
and refresh my relationship, renew my passion, set aflame my love for Him. 

25 December 
“… and she gave birth to her firstborn, a [S]on.” Luke 2:7 

It is Christ-mas! Christ has come among us! 

Hallelujah! All heaven rejoiced when Jesus became flesh (Luke 2:13)!  

This Baby who was born is “Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11 ESV). 

Incredibly, the God whom we rejected (Gen 3:6-7; Rom 3:23), has sent His 
only Son to become One like us, that He might grow up and save us, 
restoring for us our connection with the Father (John 3:15-18; Rom 6:23). 

Allow your heart to experience the full delight of the Father’s love, the 
sweet fellowship of Jesus, and the comforting joy of the Holy Spirit (Rom 
5:1-8). Come and rejoice; the Lamb has come. 

Come and join the shepherds in song. See the mighty work which God has 
done in sending our Lord Jesus. He will shine God’s light, bringing healing, 
grace, and forgiveness (Matt 11:5). Come and rejoice. 
Pray:  Thank You, my King Jesus, for my joy and hope  in You.  



 

May … [you] overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. ~Rom 15:13b 

 
26 December 

“… and she gave birth to her firstborn, a [S]on.” Luke 2:7 

The Word, “without [whom] nothing was made that has been made” (John 
1:3) was “became flesh and made [H]is dwelling among us” (14). 

The Lord was born as a Baby among His people. Rejoice at this new birth, 
which began the process for our rebirth (John 3:16).  

Rejoice, and live for His glory, that others may know Him and be blessed 
by His grace (1 Tim 2:3-6). Share His Good News, and share how His story 
has been Good News in your life. Share your test-imony of how He was 
with you and brought you through your test (Heb 13:5; 2 Cor 1:3-4). 

If you have not yet been baptised, ask about it today (Mark 1:8). 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for sending Jesus our Saviour. 

27 December 
"She wrapped [H]im in cloths ...” Luke 2: 7 

Life goes on. A project you anticipated, a visitor you expected, a 
submission you made, a quote given, or an offer sent has arrived or been 
accepted. Now the next stage is set. 

The Baby which Mary accepted (Luke 1:38) has now become a reality in 
her life.  Embracing this new role, Mary “wrapped [H]im in cloths” (Luke 
2:7). When God opens wide the next door, we have a responsibility to step 
through. Now is when “the rubber hits the road.”  

Perhaps over the Christmas break, you had an opportunity to re-engage 
with family or friends. Now affirm that re-commitment. You believe that 
God is calling you in a new direction. Now follow Him.  

Let us step forth with commitment and faithfulness to the role which God 
has led us to embrace. Like Mary, take the next step, and the next (Luke 
2:7, 51-52), faithfully following as God leads. 



Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunity You have opened.  

 
28 December 

"…and placed [H]im in a manger ...” Luke 2: 7 

Mary “placed [Jesus] in a manger” (Luke 2:7). She addressed His needs, 
and took responsibility to ensure that His needs were met. She did the 
best that she could with what was available to her. 

Sometimes, the “project” which we take on, or seek to explore, involves  
care and service to others. In most other instances, our undertaking will 
involve engagement with others. These may be professional relationships 
with peers, service relationships in a hierarchy, or relationships with 
others involved in our profession or service.   

In each case, we need to show responsible care in our handling of those 
relationships. We are to treat others as made in the image of God (Gen 
1:26-27). Sometimes that may include extending grace (Jas 2:13b) over 
misunderstandings, or being forgiving with those younger or less mature. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I commit myself to serving well, with grace and mercy.  

29 December 
"…and placed [H]im in a manger ...” Luke 2: 7 

Mary served the infant Jesus, but she also laid Him down so that Joseph, 
or another family member, could also tend to His needs. Jesus, during His 
time in this world, told us that He “did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give [H]is life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Our call also is to 
serve, but not in a monopolistic way. We are serving the Lord, and the 
Lord may have also called others to serve in this role or ministry or 
position at this time (Mark 9:2; John 21:21-22). 

We are called by One God to serve in His harvest (Matt 9:35-38). Let us be 
ready to respond as God calls us, stepping in as He enables us, but 
committing all the work of our hands for His glory. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times where I appeared to 
be assigning Your name to the work I was doing, rather than committing 
my efforts to work for Your glory as You decree. 



 
30 December 

"…because there was no place for them...” Luke 2:7 NET 

As another year draws to an end, let us consider the call which God has 
placed over our lives. 

Let us commit ourselves to diligently serving God through our lives. Let us 
make room for the concerns of others in our hearts and homes (Jas 2:14-
17). May we also be more deeply concerned with playing our part in being 
responsible stewards of God’s beautiful creation (Gen 1:26).  

God will strengthen us to undertake all that He has called us to do (Phil 
4:13; Eph 2:10). If we are feeling ragged and rundown, could it be that we 
have taken on, or kept on, some tasks which are not/no longer of God? 
Perhaps God is telling us that there is “no place for them” (Luke 2:7 NET). 
Seek divine wisdom in knowing where to cut back (Jas 1:5-8). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, You know that I seek to serve You with all that I am 
and have. Please show me whether I need to press on or to release.  

 31 December 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.” Ps 23:1 

As difficult as it is to believe, another year is drawing to a final close. Are 
we in a better position, mentally, physically, spiritually, psychologically, 
and financially than we were when this year began? 

Though there may have been many challenges along the route called 
2021,  we can say with David, “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing” (Ps 
23:1). 

As we look ahead to 2022, there will be new things to celebrate, old 
friends to remember, challenges to face, and joys to share. In each 
instance, we can be confident that we will not journey alone (Heb 13:5). 
What joy and hope there is in that, praise God. 

Pray: How joyfully we can finish this year, Lord, knowing that You will be 
with us in each step of the coming journey. Thank You, Amen! 
 



 
 
 

 
  

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 

other, for love covers a multitude of sins. God has given each of 

us a gift from [H]is great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 

well to serve one another. Do it with all the strength and energy 

that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God 

through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to [H]im forever and 

ever! Amen. (1 Pet 4:8, 10, 11 NLT) 

The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts and we 

pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 

Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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