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This booklet is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide Jesus’ 
followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is never, 

under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 

message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 

things’ (Joel 2:20).  2021 

 

PURE 
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Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 

meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 

Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 

Lord...being transformed into the same image from one degree 

of glory to another, which is from the Lord, who is the Spirit”. (2 

Corinthians 3:18 NET*) 
 

PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 

Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the Revised Standard Version (RSV) of 

the Holy Bible. 
 

 
 

 

1 July 
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 

steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

As we begin a new devotional, let us saturate ourselves in knowing, 
claiming and experiencing God’s steadfast love. 

We know God’s steadfast love as we see it reflected in God’s Word. We 
hear and read the stories of God’s faithful love to His people. Every book 
attests to the steadfastness of God, and He is love.  

When we begin to doubt the depth, steadfastness and sincerity of God’s 
love, let us soak afresh through the stories of others. Many have battled to 
see God’s faithfulness. For some, His love is visible in the present, for 
some, His hand of love is seen in looking backwards, and for others, His 
faithfulness is held in trust looking forward (Heb 11:1-40).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, help me to keep my eyes on You, my God, my Saviour. 



 

2 July 
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 

steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

We know God’s steadfast love as we see it reflected in God’s Word (Heb 
11:1-40). We also see and know God’s steadfast love as we see it faithfully 
reflected through the lives of others.  

The gracious and bountiful love of God can flow to us through the 
generous-hearted empathy, encouragement, and efforts of others. These 
brothers and sisters in Christ are the instruments through which God 
shows us His steadfast love.  

Through their tender-hearted care, prompted by God’s love, we can know 
God’s protection and provision (Jas 1:17), and even His purposeful 
direction (Prov 27:17). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for showing me the breadth of Your 
loving care and attention through the faithful obedience of my brothers 
and sisters. 

 
3 July  

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

A faithful reflection of God’s love is not simply left to the obedient service 
of others. God is also calling us, including you, to faithfully reflect His 
amazing, steadfast, gracious, and generous love to others. 

Lean in to God (Jas 4:8) and ask Him to lead you toward those who need to 
experience God’s steadfast love today. Then, with courage and obedience, 
follow Holy Spirit prompts. He will show you how to reflect God’s love 
well, in a way which speaks to them, rather than how it might speak to 
you. Be faithful. 

Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, please help me to faithfully follow as You lead, 
loving those You are calling me to love, with generosity and grace. 



 

4 July 
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 

steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

We know God’s steadfast love from His Word and through His reflected 
love from those He has placed in our lives. Most clearly of all, we are able 
to know God’s steadfast love through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

God sent Jesus into the world that we might know Him and, through Him, 
have life, and know true love (1 John 4:8-10). 

As we know God’s steadfast love, may we more generously reflect it from 
our lives as shining examples of God’s faithfulness to others (1 John 4:11). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, shine Your steadfast love through my life.  

 

He who does not love does not know God; for God is love. In this 

the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his 

only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In 

this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another. ~1 John 4:8-11  

 
5 July  

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

We know that God sent His Son that we might experience life and love 
through Him. We can also see this love flowing through His Word and from 
His children, our brothers and sisters. 

Now, rather than simply have knowledge, let us receive and claim that 
love which God so generously wants to pour into our hearts. God so loved 
the world (John 3:16) and He delights to have that love flow to and 
through you too. Accept and claim the steadfast love which God offers (Isa 
54:10), abiding in Him (John 15:4).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your outpouring love. I seek to share it.  



 

6 July 
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 

steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

When our hearts and spirits are beaten down, the enemy of our souls will 
try to convince us that we are not worthy of God’s love. We are unworthy, 
but God chooses to love us. He chooses to offer us His steadfast love and 
seeks to have us live in the fullness of His love. 

Paul also wanted us to know, claim and experience the fullness of God’s 
steadfast love. He prayed that we being “grounded in love, may have 
power to comprehend … what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge …” (Eph 
3:17-19) 

Reject the enemy’s lies and know the fullness of God’s steadfast love (Isa 
54:10), accepting and claiming it as a child of God (1 John 3:1). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, right now I accept that You have called me to 
know You as my Father. I bow my knees and willingly accept Your Son as 
my Saviour. Thank You for sending Him, and for Your steadfast love. 
 

 
7 July 

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

As we accept and open our hearts to God’s steadfast love, it can be as 
though scales fall from our spiritual eyes (Acts 9:18). 

Our understanding may suddenly be opened to the truth of what God has 
done to call us back into relationship with Himself. We may sense the 
wretchedness of our sin against God. We see the utter grace with which 
Jesus covered our sin with His blood on the cross when He died (Col 2:14).  

Rather than be wracked with guilt, may we see the wonder of God’s love 
and accept what He has done to release us. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for releasing me from my guilt and sin.  



 

8 July 
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 

steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

Before we came to the wonder of a relationship with God, we may have 
tried to relate to Him in our own strength. We, with the best of intentions, 
wanted to offer God our best. We may have accepted that we are sinful, 
and wanted to make things right with God.  

On the other hand, we may not have recognised the sinfulness in our lives, 
and were simply seeking to win favours with God. In either case, our gifts 
are simply sullied rags.  As the Prophet Isaiah summarised, “all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (Isa 64:6).  We seek to please 
God, but our gifts are tainted by sin which is repugnant to God. 

Rather than experiencing rejection by God, instead He showed us how He 
had already made a way of reconciliation through Jesus. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for going ahead of us.  

 
9 July 

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

The Apostle Paul, when he was known as Saul, sought to serve God 
faithfully. (Phil 3:4-6) He sought to offer a perfect life of service for God’s 
glory. This included defending God’s honour through removing those who 
were acting contrary to God’s will, as Saul understood it (Acts 9:1-2). You 
may remember that this included consenting to the martyrdom of Stephen 
(Acts 8:1)  

Rather than destroy Saul, God made a way for Saul to reach understanding 
about what Jesus had done for him, and the love that God had for 
Saul/Paul. That same love is also offered to you and me. Accept Jesus’ 
sacrifice and know true reconciliation with God, and His steadfast love. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for faithfully honouring Your love.   



 

10 July 
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 

steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

As we recognise God’s incredible love for us, the enormity of our 
sinfulness may at first overwhelm us, as it did Peter (Luke 5:8) and Isaiah 
(Isa 6:5). But God does not want us to stay in the depths of our depravity 
and gloom. Instead, like Paul, God wants us to be able to see our 
sinfulness (1 Tim 1:15), but also recognise that “while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). 
May the absolute abundance of God’s grace be poured into our hearts as 
we accept and affirm with His Holy Spirit that we are claiming the victory 
Jesus won for us, and now claim Him as our Lord (Rom 10:9-10). 
Pray: Dearest Jesus, I claim and accept You as the Lord of my life. Please 
help me to follow You faithfully each day. 

 

Through him we have obtained access to this grace in 

which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the 

glory of God. 
~Rom 5:2 

 
11 July 

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

As we claim Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, His Holy Spirit affirms in our 
hearts that His “steadfast love shall not depart” (Isa 54:10).  
Our hearts know of God’s faithfulness through His Word. Each day we 
claim that love afresh. We fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb 12:2), claiming Him 
again as our Lord and Saviour, and looking to Him and His Holy Spirit for 
guidance (Jas 1:5-8).  
We seek God’s face and follow faithfully that the claims we have made, 
that Jesus is our Lord, may be lived out in faithful witness. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to live my life as a witness to Your steadfast love. 



 

12 July 

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

We know God’s steadfast love from His Word and our experiences. We 
claim His steadfast love when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. We 
experience God’s steadfast love as we, through Holy Spirit empowering, 
open our physical and spiritual eyes, and our understanding, to how God is 
lavishing His love on us (Jas 1:17). We cannot be separated from God’s 
faithful love (Rom 8:35-39).  

Through our ongoing experiences, we are fully confident that, although we 
may not see the sun today, the sun is still there. As we experience the 
steadfastness of God’s love, our confidence in God’s faithfulness also 
grows. With Habakkuk we can declare, “Though the fig tree do not 
blossom, nor fruit be on the vines … and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation” (Hab 3:17-18).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your steadfast love. 

 
13 July 

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but [M]y 
steadfast love shall not depart from you …" Isa 54:10  

When it rains or when dark storm clouds fill the sky, we do not become 
fearful that the sun has left. We are confident that it will shine again. 

When life takes unexpected turns, when bad things happen to good 
people, we can still be confident that God is in control. His steadfast love 
does not depart from us (Isa 54:10). We are secure (2 Sam 22:34). 

As we experience more of God’s faithfulness, let us more consciously 
reflect on the steadfastness of His love, that our trust and hope in Him 
may grow stronger. Like Habakkuk, may the shortages or difficulties we 
experience not distract us from trusting in God’s steadfast love. “By faith, 
we see the world called into existence by God’s word, what we see created by 
what we don’t see” (Heb 11:3 MSG).   

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for working in my situation. 



 

14 July  

"… [M]y steadfast love shall not depart from you, and [M]y covenant of 
peace shall not be removed …" Isa 54:10  

God has made a “covenant of peace” with us (Isa 54:10). Jesus Himself told 
us, “Peace I leave with you; [M]y peace I give to you” (John 14:27).   

How incredibly does Jesus impact our lives! He came as a living example of 
God’s incredible love, and then He stayed to meet the punishment for our 
sin. He died on the cross that we might be reconciled through His perfect 
sacrifice. But, more than even that Jesus gave us His peace and continues 
to intercede on our behalf (Rom 8:34).   

We are truly blessed with a most incredible Saviour. Let us follow His living 
example and love others well, planting His peace wherever we have 
opportunity.  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You that Jesus came among us. Thank You 
for reconciling us to Yourself through Him.  

 
15 July 

"… [M]y steadfast love shall not depart from you, and [M]y covenant of 
peace shall not be removed …" Isa 54:10  

Jesus, during His earthly lifetime, was an amazing example of God’s 
unconditional love. Jesus spent time with those whom others had rejected 
(Mark 2:15-17). Even those considered religious leaders were not 
prepared to mix with the marginalised. God calls us to be merciful and 
impartial (Jas 2:1-9, 13; Matt 11:6).   

We too must be prepared to feed the hungry, to quench thirst, welcome 
strangers, to clothe the naked, and to visit those sick or imprisoned (Matt 
25:35-45). When we do, we will be following Jesus’ example (Matt 11:5).  

Choose well the example you wish to follow, and be prepared to risk 
name-calling and punishment, as Jesus did (John 15:20-21). Follow 
faithfully, knowing that God’s steadfast love and perfect peace are yours.  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for Your living example, and Your love.  



 

16 July 
"… [M]y steadfast love shall not depart from you, and [M]y covenant of 

peace shall not be removed …" Isa 54:10  

Through the Prophet Isaiah, God assures us that His “covenant of peace 
shall not be removed …" (Isa 54:10). 

When we have the assurance that God’s peace “shall not be removed” (Isa 
54:10), we can push into that. We can be filled with assurance. We hold a 
guarantee. If God, who is God, assures us His peace “shall not be removed” 
(Isa 54:10), why should we listen when the enemy of our soul tells us 
otherwise? God’s peace is there. Press into it.   

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the assurance of Your peace. Please help 
me to press in.  

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as 

the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 

be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

~ John 14:27 

 
17 July 

"… [M]y steadfast love shall not depart from you, and [M]y covenant of 
peace shall not be removed …" Isa 54:10  

The story is told of a young girl who remained perfectly calm when a 
massive storm shook the plane in which she was flying. Her explanation to 
her fellow passengers was her confidence in the pilot, her dad.  

When our Dad, our Heavenly Father assures us that His covenant of peace 
shall not be removed, we can rest in that.  

Sometimes, though, we need to push into that. Like the massive storm in 
which the plane flew, our lives can sometimes be immersed in huge and 
terrible storms. May we press in deeply.  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for holding me in Your peace.  



 

18 July 
"… [M]y steadfast love shall not depart from you, and [M]y covenant of 

peace shall not be removed …" Isa 54:10  

Let us return to yesterday’s plane in a storm story. 

Sometimes our lives go through periods of massive storm activity. We 
seem to have barely caught our breath from one harrowing event, when 
news of another comes to our door. Job comes to mind (Job 1:16, 17, 18). 

How easy it would be to get jostled about by each crushing detail. Yet, we 
can return again and again, and remember that God’s “covenant of peace 
shall not be removed …" (Isa 54:10). 

Is it easy to maintain a peaceful outlook while our world, our relationships, 
our health, and our hearts are under attack? 

No, it is not easy. But, like a blanket beside us when the temperatures 
drop, we need to wrap ourselves in the confidence that God’s “covenant 
of peace shall not be removed …" (Isa 54:10). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to cling to Your promises. 

 
19 July 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.’”  John 14:27 

Through Jesus, God assures us that He leaves us with His peace (John 
14:27a). This is not a leaving as the world leaves us, where we feel 
abandoned and forgotten. Instead, Jesus assures us, “Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27b). 

In this way, Jesus affirms God’s promise through the Prophet Isaiah that 
His covenant of peace will not be removed (Isa 54:10). Even if there are 
losses and, from a worldly perspective, we may feel abandoned or 
forgotten, Jesus is with us. He assures us of His ongoing presence (Heb 
13:5). Through Holy Spirit, we can have oneness with Him (Rom 8:1-2).  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You that in You I can know and hold on to 
peace. Please help me to live it daily.  



 

 20 July 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.’”  John 14:27 

The peace which Jesus leaves with us is not a fragile peace, like the peace 
which the world offers. Instead, Jesus leaves us with the peace of God.  
As Paul writes to the church at Philippi, “the peace of God … passes all 
understanding” (Phil 4:7a).  Further, this peace “will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:7b NET). 

This is the peace which likely guarded the Lord’s heart and mind during the 
severe storm when He slept but His disciples were gripped by fear (Matt 
8:24-25). 

Like Jesus in the boat or the daughter in the plane, we can say with peace 
and confidence, “Why are you afraid?” (Matt 8:26).  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the amazing peace which we can 
hold in our hearts when we put our trust in You. Please help my confidence 
to grow, even as I humbly rely on You. 

 
21 July  

"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but … [M]y 
covenant of peace shall not be removed …" Isa 54:10 

God assures us of His peace. His “covenant of peace shall not be removed 
…" (Isa 54:10). Yet, we may still be beset with doubt. What if …?  

To guide our confidence, and to make unshakeable our faith, God tells us, 
through the Prophet Isaiah, to be assured. Even if the mountains depart, 
we can have confidence. Even if the hills are removed, we can be assured. 
Even when both “the mountains may depart and the hills be removed,” 
(Isa 54:10), His steadfast love and His covenant of peace will not be 
removed.  

Rest your mind, heart, and spirit in that incredible promise. Know with 
assurance that, even when the seemingly impossible happens, or we 
endure incredible losses, God remains faithful. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your incredible promise. 



 

22 July 
"… [M]y steadfast love shall not depart from you, and [M]y covenant of 

peace shall not be removed, says the LORD, who has compassion on you." 
Isa 54:10  

So far this month, we have contemplated God’s promises of faithfulness in 
peace and love. We have His assurance that, even when there are 
significant losses in the world or in our lives (Isa 54:10), He remains 
faithful. Why?  
The Prophet Isaiah assures us that God’s faithfulness stems from His 
compassion on us. How blessed we are to be the recipients of such 
amazing love and compassion. Jesus, through His sacrifice, is also a living 
reminder of how generously we are loved.  
But, are we loved only for our sake? No, we are loved with such wonderful 
and overflowing love that God’s love may overflow from us to others. Let 
us love generously and with compassion, that others may know God. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to love others with abundance. 

 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.    ~Rom 5:1 

 
23 July 

“… the LORD … has compassion on you." Isa 54:10  

Sometimes it can be so tempting to believe some of the whispering lies of 
the enemy of our souls. 

We might be feeling shaky in our faith, and perhaps uncertain whether, 
somehow, we have wandered off path. Our walk with God may not feel as 
secure as previously. Then the accusations from the enemy begin, “It’s 
because you did …” or “God saw how …” (Rev 12:10b).  Even innocent 
mistakes can be blown out of proportion and leave us feeling unnerved. 

Rather than listen to the enemy’s lies, hear God’s assurance through the 
Prophet Isaiah, “… the LORD … has compassion on you" (Isa 54:10). 

Pray: Please forgive me, Lord, when I doubt Your goodness. 



 

24 July 
“… the LORD … has compassion on you." Isa 54:10  

The accuser, “who accuses them day and night before our God,” (Rev 
12:10b), tries to trap and tempt us. Jesus Himself knows the strategies of 
the devil and his followers (Matt 4:1-10). He, as our High Priest, “has been 
tempted as we are, yet without  sin” (Heb 4:15).   

Knowing our weakness, and in the steadfastness of His love, the Lord … 
has compassion” on us (Isa 54:10). 

Through James and Peter also, God gives us strategies to foil the enemy’s 
plans. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (Jas 4:7b). “Be sober, be 
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking some one to devour.” (1 Pet 5:8). 

Resist the enemy, including rejecting the lies that are whispered, and be 
attentive instead to the steadfast love and compassion of the Lord (Isa 
54:10). 

Pray: Thank You, Dearest Lord, for the truth of Your steadfast love. 

 
25 July 

“… the LORD … has compassion on you." Isa 54:10  

Both James and Peter recognise the importance of prioritising our faith 
and hope in God when under siege by the enemy. 

The enemy may be distracting and unsettling us, causing us to doubt the 
truth of our salvation and feeling alone. Peter recognises the enemy’s 
strategies. He tells us, “Cast all your anxieties on [the Lord], for [H]e cares 
about you” (1 Pet 5:7). “Resist [the devil], firm in your faith, knowing that 
the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood 
throughout the world” (9). 

While the whispered lies would try to convince us that we are alone in our 
suffering, Peter assures us that we are in fellowship, and that God cares. 

Pray: Lord, please open my eyes to how I can support others when they are 
feeling tempted, and when they are suffering. Thank You for helping me. 



 

26 July  
“… the LORD … has compassion on you." Isa 54:10  

James too is mindful of how to counteract the enemy’s strategies. “Submit 
yourselves … to God. Resist the devil … Draw near to God and [H]e will 
draw near to you” (Jas 4:7, 8).  

James offered some very Covid-friendly advice. “Wash your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (Jas 4:8 NIV). 

In this way the hands, which represent the outer life and actions, and the 
heart, which represents the inner reality, are both made clean and whole, 
ready for God’s service (Jas 1:27). 

As we turn from all that would create division in our relationship with God, 
we find that our friendship grows and blossoms (Jas 4:4). God, who has 
compassion on us (Isa 54:10), as He knows the frailty of our frames (Ps 
103:14), still draws near as we draw near to Him (Jas 4:8). 

Pray: O Dearest Lord, how generously You love us, not dismissing the frailty 
of our frame, but nevertheless accepting that we need You.  

 
27 July 

“… the LORD … has compassion on you." Isa 54:10  

The enemy tries to manipulate our thoughts, putting temptations before 
us. These never come from God, for God Himself “tempts no one” (Jas 
1:13). Instead, God has promised that He will help us when temptation 
comes. God “will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with 
the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able 
to endure it” (1 Cor 10:13). 

This does not mean that God will not stretch you “beyond your strength.” I 
believe that God will allow us to face situations which are far beyond our 
strength. It is only when we reach this space that we can truly recognise 
our need of God. God will also not abandon you “beyond your strength.” 
Rather, He will offer you His (Phil 4:13). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that I can trust in Your strength and 
strengthening. 



 

28 Jul 
"I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation … 

through [H]im who gives me strength.” Phil 4:12-13 ΝIV 

Earlier this month we considered the importance of pressing into the 
peace which God offers (Isa 54:10). We need to walk in God’s peace in 
order to experience it. 

In a similar way, I can know contentment “in any and every situation … 
through [H]im who gives me strength” (Phil 4:12-13 ΝIV). In any space or 
at any time, I can push aside any fear which threatens to overpower me, 
by remembering that God gives me all the strength that I need. 

Rather than be fearful, let us look beyond to God who can extend a child’s 
lunch to feed thousands. With God, I have all I need. 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for supplying all that I need.  

 

I’ve found the recipe for being happy whether full or 

hungry, hands full or hands empty. Whatever I have, 

wherever I am, I can make it through anything in the One 

who makes me who I am.  ~Phil 4:13 ΜSG 

 
29 July 

"I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation … 
through [H]im who gives me strength.” Phil 4:12-13 ΝIV 

Looking to God to be and supply all that I need may sound over-simplified. 

Let us look at it differently. As a child, I enjoyed the MacGyver shows. He 
could look at what was available, but see it differently, and resolve his 
challenges.  

We can also make the most of every situation. Let us look to God, seeking 
His wisdom (Jas 1:5) and asking Him to lead our choices, and to strengthen 
us in the way forward. In this way, we can succeed for His glory. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for how incredibly You used what was 
available, whether water for wine, or sandwiches for a feast. I praise You. 



 

30 July  
"I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation … 

through [H]im who gives me strength.” Phil 4:12-13 ΝIV 

Today, rather than checking how God can give us strength (Phil 4:13), let 
us focus on being content (12). 

Contentment is not generally a concept that sits well in our culture. 
Contentment sounds like settling for less in a period when you are pushed 
to acknowledge that “you’re worth it!” 

Rather than focusing on what we do not have, but should have, let us 
prioritise what we have. That, to me, speaks of contentment. 

It is accepting, without feeling deprived. It is appreciating the richness of 
what we have, without the constant yearning and working for what we 
possibly could have. What we have is enough! 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for all the striving I have done to 
have more, even if it was unnecessary. 

 
31 July 

"I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation … 
through [H]im who gives me strength.” Phil 4:12-13 ΝIV 

Contentment does not simply relate to what we have. Contentment is also 
about who we are, and how we feel about that. 

Where previously, the “haves” needed more and more, now many of the 
“haves” are minimalists, so that how little you have has heightened 
relevance.  

This then speaks to who we are, and how we want to be. When Paul was 
talking about contentment, he said, “I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and want” (Phil 4:12).  Paul was not 
speaking of minimalism, but about attitude. Can we continue to trust God 
faithfully, as Habakkuk did, even when there is lack (Hab 3:17-18)? 

Pray: Thank You, Dearest Lord Jesus, that I can trust You, whether there is 
abundance or lack, plenty or hunger. I know that You will strengthen me.   



 

1 August 
“God, brilliant Lord … I look up at the macro-skies …." Ps 8:1, 3 MSG 

I love to see the incredible beauty of sunrise. It is truly a time to praise 
God, for the breathtaking beauty of His creation, and the faithfulness of 
His attention and love (Lam 3:22-23).  

As we begin a new month, the last of winter, let us take time to meet God 
each day through the creative beauty around us. We can see His hand in 
the unique wonder of the skies, ever-unfolding. We can see His hand too 
in the exquisite beauty of nature, lovingly crafted, and magnificently 
created. Best of all, we can see God’s hand and image in those He has 
placed in our lives.  

In this final month of winter, may we draw nearer to God through the 
majesty of His work (Jas 4:8), soaking in His presence as we admire His 
handicraft. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I honour You for the amazing creativity on 
display. Please help me to acknowledge Your hand on all of creation. 

 
2 August 

I look up at the macro-skies, dark and enormous, [Y]our handmade sky-
jewellery …." Ps 8:3 MSG 

God, who created all that is (John 1:2-3), has called us to Himself (Eph 4:1). 
Let us not rush past, and miss appreciating this simple fact.  

Even when the skies are “dark and enormous” (Ps 8:3), may we see the 
light of Your creation (Gen 1:14-16). Even when the way ahead is shrouded 
in darkness, may we remember that You are with us (Heb 13:5). “… [Y]our 
rod and [Y]our staff, they comfort me” (Ps 23:4 NIV). 

Keep looking to the Lord, who is the way, the truth, and the life (John 
14:6). He will guide you in knowing Him and His will more clearly (Isa 
30:21). Thank Him also for the faithfulness of His steadfast love (Isa 54:10).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, I am Yours. Please guide each step so that I am 
faithfully honouring You and living as You desire 



 

3 August 

I look up at the macro-skies …Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, 
Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:3-4 MSG 

We look in awe and wonder at the vast magnificence of the sky and realise 
that You breathed out the incredible planets beyond what we can see, 
beyond our solar system (Ps 33:6). You are amazing, God. 
We ask, with David, “Why do you bother with us? (Ps 8:3-4 MSG).  
Yet You do. It was “by the breath of [Your] mouth” that the starry host was 
made (Ps 33:6). It was also by the breath of Your mouth that humanity 
received life (Gen 2:7). 
You have not forgotten that we are but dust (Ps 103:14). Yet You care for 
us, planning each day of our lives (Ps 139:16), and inscribing us in the palm 
of Your hand (Isa 49:16). 
May we too “bother” about You, being committed to the things which 
matter to Your heart (1 Sam 13:14; Acts 13:22). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, break my heart for what breaks Yours.  

 

I will thank the Lord because he is just; I will sing 

praise to the name of the Lord Most High. ~Ps 7:17 NLT 

 
4 August 

“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

Far beyond the incredible knowledge of God’s faithful planning and care of 
us (Ps 139:16), is His love sacrifice through Jesus.  

God does not simply “bother with us” (Ps 8:4), He sent His Son to die for 
the sins which we committed (John 3:16). Through His sacrifice, Jesus took 
on our sin (Rom 5:8) and covers us with His righteousness, through grace 
(Rom 3:24). The sin debt we owed has been paid by Jesus (Rom 3:23; 6:23)  

Let us humbly turn to our Lord Jesus and gratefully thank Him for 
sacrificing Himself to pay our sin debt. 

Pray:  O Lord Jesus, thank You. Thank You that You stood in my place and 
received my punishment. Thank You that You care. 



 

5 August 
“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

Incredibly, God “bothers with us” (Ps 8:4 MSG). He sent Jesus to take the 
punishment for the sins we committed (Rom 3:23; 6:23). Further, through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can be reconciled to God (Col 1:18-20). 
But even more than that, the relationship Jesus has with the Father is now 
open to us too (Rom 8:1, 5b, 14-17).   

God does not simply make things right for us, eliminating our sin debt. No, 
He offers much more than that. He did not simply send Jesus to meet the 
requirement of His justice. He also sent Jesus to reaffirm His love (John 
3:16). 

Incredibly, Jesus has opened the way for us to experience the fullness of 
love as children of God (Eph 1:5-7; 1 John 3:1).  

Pray: Thank You, my Lord Jesus, that I can experience reconciliation with 
the Father through You. Please help me to step into the richness of this.  

 
6 August 

“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

You have probably seen at least one show or movie about a superhero. 
Oftentimes, they will swoop or ride in at the last minutes and “save the 
day.” They will be lauded and honoured for their aid.  

When Jesus came to be our true Saviour, He did not simply swoop down 
from heaven (John 6:38). Instead, Jesus was born and grew among us 
(Luke 2:6-7, 52), taking on a life like ours (John 1:14). He knew and grew 
through struggles similar to what we experience (Heb 4:15). 

God did not simply “bother with us" (Ps 8:4 MSG). Incredibly, God humbled 
Himself to take on human form, living within time and space.  

May we, following His example, give time and space to those God places in 
our lives. May we be prepared to “bother with [them],” even when it is 
inconvenient. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your incredible example of loving. 



 

7 August 
“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

The superheroes we mentioned yesterday were honoured for the help 
given. In many cases, they won the respect of the people, and were 
bestowed with the keys of the city. 

This was not Jesus’ experience. Instead, He chose to “bother with us" (Ps 
8:4 MSG) though He knew what lay ahead (John 13:1). Jesus was not 
granted the keys of the city. Instead, He was cast from the city, and 
crucified outside (Heb 13:11-14).  

Jesus was not a “superhero” and we are not called to be superheroes. God 
calls us to be faithful followers of Jesus. Like Jesus our Master, we can 
expect that we will face difficulties as we stay true to His calling (John 
15:18-20). Stay true anyway. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I commit my life and my heart to You. Please 
strengthen and help me to remain as a faithful follower. Please show me 
where I am attempting to be a superhero instead. 

 
8 August 

“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

Have you ever seen or been in a relationship which is incredibly one-
sided? Often it will come to an end with the “giver” making one final 
sacrifice before walking away. This is likely a very healthy step for them, as 
boundary lines are drawn to help both the “giver” and the “givee,” the 
receiver.  

Our relationship with God is incredibly one-sided. He is God and we are 
not. He has unfathomable capacity for presence, knowledge, power, and 
love. We do not. But, rather than needing to step away from the 
inequalities in our relationship, God freely acknowledges them (Isa 55:8-9).   

God knows our weaknesses (Ps 103:14), yet He still loves and bothers with 
us. 

Pray: Thank You, Father God, for the generosity of Your love. 



 

9 August 
“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

In human-to-human relationships, it is important that we have healthy 
boundary lines drawn up to protect the integrity of our lives and 
relationships. 

God also wants us to have healthy boundaries in our relationship with 
Him. To this end, He makes grace available through Christ, but He will 
never impose it on us. He respects our free will. We choose to accept what 
Jesus has done, and gratefully acknowledge Him as our Lord, and God as 
our Father (Rom 8:1-5, 14-15).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the joy and the privilege of being Your 
faithful follower. My prayer is that You may draw others to Yourself 
through my life. 

 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts. ~Isa 55:9 

 
10 August 

“Why do you bother with us?" Ps 8:4 MSG 

When we are concerned that the boundaries in our relationships are not 
being well-maintained, we can seek God’s wisdom in prayer (Jas 1:5). 

Our God cares for us, and wants us to grow and be transformed through 
the loving support, encouragement and accountability of healthy 
relationships (Prov 27:17; Rom 12:9-18; Gal 6:2, 5). 

We can ask, with David, “Why do you bother with us?" (Ps 8:4 MSG). God 
could meet all our needs without any human involvement, just as He 
protected, and gave supplies to His people in the wilderness (Exod 16:4; 
40:36-38). Instead, God chooses to unite with us in serving others. 

As we commit to one another, we can be God’s instruments in the care 
and love of others, just as they are His instruments in loving us.   

Pray: Father God, thank You for the opportunities to grow and love together. 



 

11 August 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

As we explored yesterday, God seeks to have us care for each other, 
showing each other the love which God holds for each of us.  

As you will have discovered by now, some people are incredibly easy to 
love, while others are considerably more challenging.  

Those who are easy to love would be lavished with love from all different 
quarters. Love, in this case, is often readily reciprocated. Love flows easily 
between us, like a current. Over time, this love may deepen as we each 
continue to faithfully love the other through the various challenges faced. 
Without this deepening aspect, it is unlikely that the relationship will 
achieve transformative impact on either party. Yes, this love is sweet and 
encouraging, but remains superficial. It is only as we face difficulties 
together, or between us, that our friendship will deepen and grow with 
our commitment. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for opportunities to grow in love. 

 
12 August 

“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

Sometimes we may be called to shine God’s love into a life where loving is 
more challenging. 

In this case, love may not naturally flow from us. Instead, we need to ask 
God to fill our love tank for this person. When we pray specifically, God 
can open our eyes to see them as He does. This may include engaging with 
them by faith, and having them share a little of their story. As we begin to 
understand a little of their experiences, our hearts may break for the hurts 
they have suffered. As we listen, God shows us how His heart broke too. 

Let us not stand back in judgment but be ready to love generously. 

Pray: Thank You, for opening my heart to their story and their love-need.  



 

13 August 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

It is very easy to imagine that we are lovable. After all, we can see or 
remember all of the details of our circumstances. We know about our 
trigger spots, and they make sense to us. We have felt God’s presence and 
healing over our lives, and we are able to see past our history. 

Others, though, do not have our “insider information.” To them, we may 
be a lot less lovable that we seem to us. 

May we be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
…." (Eph 4:3 ESV. As Paul says elsewhere, “If possible, so far as it depends 
upon you, live peaceably with all” (Rom 12:18). May our part be a 
contribution in maintaining peace. 

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, I seek to honour You through my actions. 

 
14 August 

“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

Rather than being able to extend grace to ourselves, perhaps we may 
instead feel incredibly unlovable. We intimately know and can count all 
our faults. In contrast, the lives of others seem perfect. 

Nobody is living a perfect life. Those things which appear to make us 
unlovable are probably experienced by others too.  

Rather than be crippled by things which we cannot change, may we 
courageously “walk in a manner worthy of the calling …” (Eph 4:1 ESV).  

When we hand our struggles over to God (1 Pet 5:7), we take our eyes off 
of these issues, and our hearts widen to embrace the struggles and 
challenges of others. Together, God may draw us into a space where we 
can be a mutual encouragement to each other (Gal 6:2, 5; Eph 4:3). Let us 
follow where Holy Spirit leads (2 Cor 1:3-4). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for ministering to me as I minister to others.  



 

15 August 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

Let us not believe the enemy lie that others are living a perfect life. All of 
us face challenges. Some are perfectly obvious and well-known. Some are 
hidden. This is not a deceptive hiding of challenges, but rather a packing 
away from the public eye those things which cannot be changed, except in 
God’s timing. These can include non-visible health issues, gender- or 
marital-dysfunction, or any number of other concerns which make daily 
life challenging. 

Rather than allow this tactic of the enemy to cause division, let us actively 
seek “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." (Eph 4:3 ESV. 

We are not denying that life has challenges. Instead, we are choosing to 
focus on our God who is bigger than any challenge, and calls us to unity. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to look beyond and trust in You.  

 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his 

steadfast love endures for ever! ~1 Chron 16:34 

 
16 August 

“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

Our God is calling us to Himself, shaping and transforming us day by day 
(Ps 139:16). He wants us to live as faithful children, trusting in His goodness. 

Paul, knowing how becoming self- or tribal-focused could cause division, 
called his readers to be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace …." (Eph 4:3 ESV).   

As each works to sow into unity, our unity becomes a priority, and we are 
faithful in living in unity as the Body of Christ (John 17:20-23).  

Pray: Thank You, dearest Lord, that You prayed that Your unity in the 
Trinity would be shared by our unity in You.  



 

17 August 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

The unity which we are to experience in the Body of Christ, the Church, is 
to be like the unity which God maintains in the Trinity (John 17:20-23). 
“May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that 
[Y]ou sent [M]e and that [Y]ou love them as much as [Y]ou love [M]e.” 
(John 17:23b NLT). 

It is with deep heart-sadness that I transcribed that verse. This is not 
because Jesus’ beautiful prayer makes me sad. Rather, seeing the division 
within the Church, I know that we are not yet experiencing the unity for 
which He prayed.  

Let us ask God to guide us, that His Church may bring Him honour (Jas 1:5). 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, we seek to be walking according to the unity for 
which You prayed. Please guide each one of us in walking in a worthy 
manner toward unity in Your Church. 

 
18 August 

“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

When Paul originally wrote to the church at Ephesus, he wrote, “live 
worthily … with all humility and gentleness …” (Eph 4:1-2a NET).  

Living “with all humility and gentleness” suggests being attentive to the 
needs of others before our own. It is prioritising loving care with 
responsibility before claiming rights for ourselves.  

When we are humble and gentle in our relations with others, we recognise 
that strengths and weaknesses are shared by all. However, as we humbly 
and gently accept the weaknesses of others, their strengths are allowed 
and enabled to cover our weaknesses. In this way, we can be stronger in 
unity together. Through You, we are each strengthened (2 Cor 12:9-10). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for perfectly strengthening our weaknesses.  



 

19 August 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

In writing to the church at Ephesus, Paul added to humility and gentleness 
… patience, putting up with one another in love…” (Eph 4:2 NET).  

As we extend loving patience to one another, we are recognising that we 
each have a part to play in maintaining “the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace …." (Eph 4:3 NET). We recognise that we each face challenges. 
The weaknesses of some may bring to light the strengths of others. As we 
extend patience, we can know group synergies, but in all things, we can 
trust in the Lord’s strengthening (Phil 4:13; 2 Cor 12:9-10).  

God is calling us to be faithful witnesses of His love before the watching 
world (John 13:34-35; 17:22-23). May our part not be found wanting. 

Pray:  O Dearest Lord, thank You for role-modelling sacrificial love. Please 
help me to patiently and sacrificially love others for Your glory. 

 
20 August 

“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

Without this unity, Jesus said that the world cannot know “that [Y]ou sent 
[M]e” (John 17:23 NIV).  

Through our unity, we may be witnesses to the world of the truth of Jesus’ 
claims. When, instead, we allow divisions to fester, we are doing the work 
of the enemy (John 10:10a). Paul the Apostle warns, “watch out for those 
who cause divisions … such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their 
own appetites” (Rom 16:17-18 NIV). 

Rather than grasping selfishly or succumbing to envious yearnings, ask God 
to meet and refine your needs (Jas 4:1-3). Every good and perfect thing 
comes from Him (Jas 1:17). A life lived in generous harmony can be a life 
lived in united fellowship, which honours God (Eph 4:1). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that I can confidently lay my needs at Your feet.  



 

21 August 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling … eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace …." Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

When we prioritise our needs above the needs of others, we cause 
disharmony. God has always asked His people to be mindful of the needs 
of those among them, especially those of the widow, the orphan and the 
stranger (Deut 27:19; Ps 146:9; Jas 1:27). Jesus Himself was attentive to 
their needs (Luke 7:12-13; Mark 12:42-43; Luke 4:26). 

When instead we commit to “putting up with one another in love,” (Eph 
4:2 NET), we are honouring God and showing the world the generosity of 
His love flowing through us (John 13:34-35). Yes, it may be inconvenient, 
and yes, it may be costly in time and resources, but it is God’s will for us to 
lovingly care for others. May we be humble instruments of His will. 
Pray: Forgive me, Lord, when I focus on the inconvenience rather than the 
joy of serving You through others. 

 
We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves; let each of us please 

his neighbor for his good, to edify him. ~Rom 15:1-2  

 
22 August 

“… eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ..." 

Eph 4:1, 3 ESV 

Eagerness suggests a level of enthusiasm which we may not always feel. 
Yet, as our “well” feels dry, let us rush to draw on the Lord’s strengthening 
(John 7:37-38). God Himself can smooth the wrinkles and turbulence in 
our relationships (Eph 4:1-3). As we look to Him, may we experience a 
deeper unity in spirit. May the bonds that unite our hearts be bonds of 
peace (John 14:27).   

Call on the Holy Spirit to reveal anything which may be hidden from your 
eyes, but weighing heavily on your heart. May any disunity be broken. 

Pray: Thank You, Holy Spirit, for Your enlightening wisdom. Please unite us. 



 

23 August 
"… be imitators of God, as beloved children ...” Eph 5:1 

You may recall beloved children who are or have been imitators of you. 
Sometimes it is only as we see the behaviour of imitators that we realise 
our own habits. Sometimes children can imitate all the things we should 
not say or do. 

With God, we can always be faithful imitators. He is always our finest role-
model, guiding us in what to say and do, and in how to speak (Luke 6:45; 
Jas 1:26) 

As we faithfully imitate Him (Eph 5:1), we can be worthy guides for others 
(1 Cor 4:16; 11:1). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the position of influence which You have 
given to me. Please help me to lead responsibly, always being a faithful 
imitator of You. 

 
24 August 

"… be imitators of God, as beloved children ...” Eph 5:1 
Yesterday we mentioned that children can sometimes imitate behaviour 
or speech which is inappropriate. Where this has happened, may we 
sincerely apologise for our negative influence and actively work to guide 
well (Matt 19:14).  

When we are given positions of influence, such as being a parent, carer or 
other leader, may we pray to God for guidance as godly influencers. This 
cannot simply be a one-off prayer. Instead, before each parenting, caring 
or leading day or opportunity, may we come afresh for God’s 
commissioning. As we draw near, God draws near too (Jas 4:8). He 
welcomes our submission before Him, and will enable us (Phil 4:13).  

Even when we do not know the situations we may face, God can speak to 
our hearts and spirits (Rom 8:26-27). We can thank Him for His attentive 
care, and trust that He will supply all that we need (Ps 23:1-3). 

Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for shining Your good gifts through my life. I 
seek to honour You in all I do.  



 

25 August 
"… be imitators of God, as beloved children ...” Eph 5:1 

As beloved children, we are also called to be imitators. Paul, recognising 
our propensity to imitate, tells us whose behaviour we should imitate (Eph 
5:1). We, beloved children of the Father (John 1:12), reflect the love in 
which we hold God by being faithful imitators. 

The younger son, in the parable which Jesus shared, did not treat his 
father respectfully. He stopped being a faithful imitator of his father, and 
chose to live in ways abhorrent to him instead (Luke 15:11-13). In time, he 
realised the error of his ways and returned in submission (17-20). In 
contrast, the older son imitated the actions of the father, but his heart was 
out of alignment with his father’s (28-30).  

May our actions and our hearts be sincere and faithful in our imitation of 
God (Acts 13:22). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please show me how to imitate You sincerely.  

 
26 August 

"… be imitators of God, as beloved children ...” Eph 5:1 

Do you remember the childhood games of Follow the Leader and Simon 
Says? You may have need to undertake all sort of daft excursions when 
following the leader. The path they took might have meandered over a 
winding trail, yet you continued to imitate faithfully. It was an outward 
following, and you were game to participate. 

In contrast, with Simon Says you needed to be more attentive to 
directions, only doing what Simon specifically requested. On occasion, 
your attention may have waned, and you did the action anyway.  

As imitators of God, we need to follow faithfully, with committed hearts. 
We imitate and follow the Leader, God, as He directs. Sometimes this 
means staying on the path because He has not directed us otherwise.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to be faithful in discerning the way I 
should go, and attentive to changing directions as You guide. 



 

27 August 
"… be imitators of God, as beloved children ...” Eph 5:1 

Yesterday we remembered the childhood game of Follow the Leader. 
While we may have meandered after our childhood leader, we were likely 
not committed to viewing them as a leader beyond the game.  

When we follow and imitate God (Eph 5:1), we are consciously choosing to 
make Him our leader. This is not just a physical imitation, but also a heart 
imitation. We seek to have our hearts in alignment with His (Acts 13:22). 

It is only by spending regular time in God’s Word that we can know God’s 
heart and be sincere in our efforts to imitate faithfully from our hearts 
(Heb 4:12). Today, come before God and ask Him to reveal any insincerity.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times when my imitation of 
You was not sincere. 

 

“‘… this son of mine was dead, and is alive again – he 

was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.” 
~Luke 15:24 NET 

 
28 August 

"… be imitators of God, as beloved children ...” Eph 5:1 

As children, God placed us in families where we might be nurtured and 
learn to grow (Ps 139:15-16). Our faith journeys are also directed by those 
who nurture us and help us to grow as we are shepherded in our faith. 

Through the Prophet Jeremiah, God promised to “give you shepherds after 
[M]y own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding” Jer 
3:15). These are the leaders whom God has called and gifted to nurture us. 

As we honour them, we are also honouring the Good Shepherd who called 
and enables them through Holy Spirit (John 10:11; 1 Cor 12:4-11).  

Honour and imitate them as “imitators of God, as beloved children” (Eph 
5:1; 1 Cor 11:1), being thankful, and praying to God for them  (1 Tim 2:2). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for those You call and equip.  



 

29 August 
"… be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave [H]imself up for us ...” Eph 5:1-2 

Did you ever try to walk in your father’s shoes when you were a child? 
Perhaps it was your mother’s shoes which caught your attention, hers 
which you attempted to negotiate. 

As we begin to imitate God, we quickly realise that representing Him calls 
us into a walk of love. Just as our parent’s shoes were well beyond our 
childish capabilities, the selfless love which God lives is not achievable 
without Him. 

As we walk in love (Eph 5:2), God enables us to more deeply imitate Him. 
“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him” (1 John 4:16). How joyfully we can experience union with God as He 
abides in us and we in Him. 

Pray:  Thank You, Father God, that I can abide in You and in Your love. 

 
30 August 

"… be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave [H]imself up for us ...” Eph 5:1-2 

Jesus became human so that He might generously show us the Father’s 
love through His life, but also through His sacrifice (Eph 5:1-2). 

When we profess God as our Father, we also commit to living in imitation 
of Him. We seek to generously love others, giving ourselves up for their 
sake. 

We will likely not need to give our lives in a public sacrifice, as Jesus did. 
Instead, we may be asked to give up our time, our gifts, and our resources 
for the sake of others.  

We have each been given gifts by Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:4-11). These will 
enable us to complete the works which have been pre-planned for us (Eph 
2:10). Additionally, we offer these gifts for the sake of others (1 Cor 12:7). 

Pray:  Dear Holy Spirit, thank You for how You have gifted me. 



 

31 August 
"… walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave [H]imself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.” Eph 5:2 

As winter finishes, let us consciously shake off any old thinking, old 
patterns of behaviour, and any old sinful habits. 

Seek afresh to be “a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph 5:2). Be 
an imitator of Jesus (5:1), and live in faithful unity with His body, the 
Church.  

As we live generously, we can also trust that God will meet our needs in 
His perfect timing (Jas 1:17; 2 Pet 3:8). As we abide in the vine (John 15:5, 
7), we can know fruitfulness through Jesus for God’s glory. 

Pray: Thank You, my Lord Jesus, for being true.   

 

And let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season 

we shall reap, if we do not lose heart. ~ Gal 6:9  

 
1 September 

“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

As Spring begins, let us, with James, “Count it all joy … when you meet 
various trials, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness” (Jas 1:2-3). 
Yes, we enjoyed our good times, the times when our hearts were full, our 
days were rich, and our burdens seemed light. However, we don’t tend to 
grow much when our hearts are full, our days are rich, and our burdens 
seem light. In this season, we risk growing lukewarm (Rev 3:15-16). 

But, as James points out, times of testing produce steadfastness. We are 
awakened out of our slump. We recognise more deeply our need of God, 
and we appreciate more keenly His faithfulness with us. He will “never fail 
you nor forsake you” (Heb 13:5). 
When tough times come, turn immediately to your Loving Father, not 
neglecting Him (Heb 10:25), but being enriched and carried through fellowship. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that I can trust You to remain with me. 



 

2 September 
“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

With Spring in the air, we know the importance of planting and tending. 
We know that, in the right conditions, growth will come. We have learned 
this from our Heavenly Creator. 

God knows that we also need the right conditions in order to thrive.  

While we may learn from experience, sometimes with boundless success, 
sometimes through painful failures, God already knows what we need (Isa 
55:8-9). All that will grow, enrich, stretch and transform us has been 
perfectly selected by God our Father (Ps 139:16).  

We can thank God that He makes the perfect plans and, through them, will 
transform us to more perfectly reflect His image (Gen 1:26-27; 2 Cor 3:18).  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for attentively guiding and leading me 
through Holy Spirit’s directions. Please help me to follow faithfully. 

 
3 September 

“Count it all joy ….” Jas 1:2 

God makes perfect plans. Through these, He is slowly and faithfully 
transforming us in body, mind, heart, and spirit (2 Cor 3:18). 

Does that mean that every single thing that happens in our lives, in every 
moment of every day, happens by God’s express intention and plan? 

No, I believe that some things will touch our lives because we live in a 
fallen world, and some things through the thoughtless or intentional 
actions of, or lack of action by, others. However, as Joseph put it, “… you 
meant evil against me; but God meant it for good …” (Gen 50:20). 

It is my belief that anything which touched your life was planned 
intentionally by God or allowed by Him as an instrument of His grace and 
blessing (Rom 8:28). 

Whatever comes our way, may we be quick to know assurance in our 
hearts, turning with faith to God and prepared to count it all joy (Jas 1:2). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for framing each day in Your love. 



 

4 September 
“ … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some …” Heb 10:25 

When tragedy strikes, we can sometimes feel helpless to help, and just as 
helpless in how to receive help.  

Prayer is a beautiful remedy in both cases. Even when we do not know 
how we might pray, we can trust in Holy Spirit. Even when we do not know 
what we need or what might help, God knows our heart, mind, and spirit, 
and knows how to meet our deepest, unspoken needs. The “Spirit 
[H]imself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. And … the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God” (Rom 8:26-27).  

Let us bring our friends and family before God in prayer, standing with 
them in trust, and asking God to guide our words and steps (Jas 5:13-16). 

Let us come together, supporting and encouraging one another in person 
(Heb 10:25). Then, we can be burden-bearers for each other (Gal 6:2). 

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for guiding and interceding. 

 
5 September 
“ … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some …” Heb 10:25 

When times change, like job retrenchments or broken relationships, we 
may struggle to meet with colleagues who have gone through this while 
we have remained unscathed.  

Guilt in the face of our good fortune may separate us from the friends who 
have suffered. We do not wish to cause them any further grief by our 
presence. However, without our knowledge, our absence may be more 
painful. 

Rather than simply assume how the others will react, reach out directly or 
through a mutual friend, and make every effort to communicate that this 
relationship is still important to you. Do not give up meeting together (Heb 
10:25). Your ongoing friendship could be used by God to bridge this 
transition and help them to recoup and change direction.  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for enriching us as we support each other. 



 

6 September 
“ … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some …” Heb 10:25 

Sometimes, we may be the one to whom bad things happen.  

Trouble knocks at our door, and we may perceive that peace has gone out 
the window. No, the peace of Christ will not desert us (John 14:27). We 
may need to press in, though, in order to be able to sense the peace of the 
Lord. It is there. The Lord’s presence is also with us, just as He promised 
(Heb 13:5). 

I am not saying that this trouble or challenge will be easy. I am not saying 
that the lessons which follow will be a comfort at this time. No, those 
comforts may come later, but right now you may simply be shell-shocked.  
It can be incredibly tempting to simply cut off from others. However, the 
author of Hebrews advises otherwise (Heb 10:25). Get out, even if you 
cannot face the “usual places.” Get out and be among God’s creation or with 
very dear friends, or welcome them to where you feel secure. Meet with 
others and allow them the opportunity to minister to you.  

Pray: O Dearest Lord, thank You for Your loving and gentle care. 

 

This God is my strong refuge, and has made my way safe. 
~2 Sam 22:33  

 
7 September  
“ … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some …” Heb 10:25 

When tragedy strikes, all the lessons you thought you knew may simply 
seem like nonsense.  

Those things which seemed important yesterday, no longer hold any 
merit. Tragedy has a most refreshing way of removing the blinkers of 
worldly concerns. Suddenly we can sharply see those things which are 
truly important, and it may not be what you previously thought. 

Tragedy is an eye-opener, but it also better faced with loved ones. Reach 
out and ask for or accept the help that you need. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for those You have lovingly brought around me. 



 

8 September 
“ … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some …” Heb 10:25 

When tragedy strikes, we can sometimes want to take the lessons which 
we have learned, and offer them directly to others. This strategy simply 
may not work.  

We are each individuals, and no two sets of circumstances are exactly 
alike. Yes, it may appear that we have been through “exactly” the same 
situation, but we are different people. Even if the “exact same thing” 
happens again to you, you will be a different person from whom you were 
when it happened before. 

Does that mean that we cannot offer any help? 

No, but we do need to be ready to get together (Heb 10:25), to listen well 
(Jas 1:19), and to only share the parts which seem significant or applicable 
to their situation, as God guides (Luke 12:12).  

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for guiding me as I seek to intercede 
well, for God’s glory. 

 
9 September 
“ … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some …” Heb 10:25 

There were lessons which we learned at the coalface. These were costly 
lessons for us, and we want to save others from making some of the 
mistakes we made.  

While our friends are walking through their own difficult set of 
circumstances, they may not have the ears to hear what we have 
experienced, even if these are rich with valuable lessons. Rather than 
generous vulnerability, our efforts may be viewed as self-centred. 

Love your friend where they are at right now. Listen well, and be prepared 
to sit in their pain without immediately jumping to offer the solutions 
which worked for you. 

After you have listened, you may be invited to share; simply wait. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for this opportunity to support my friend. I pray that 
I may be able to encourage them through my experiences with Your help. 



 

10 September 
“ … encouraging each other …” Heb 10:25 NET 

How challenging it was to be separated during the various Covid 
lockdowns! Suddenly we were unable to come together and offer 
encouragement to each other (Heb 10:25). At various times, we could not 
meet, we could not see each other in person without being masked, and 
we could not hold each other in a comforting hug.  

Although the author of Hebrews may not have had the mental health 
impacts of Covid in mind, meeting together is a huge encouragement for 
some.  

While respecting governmental health warnings, let us “see how inventive 
we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping 
together as some do” (Heb 10:25 MSG). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord Jesus, for opportunities to be able to meet safely. 

 
11 September 

“ … encouraging each other …” Heb 10:25 NET 

Experiencing Covid has changed our workforce in incredible ways. 

Where before we would have felt the need to “soldier on” in being 
responsible workers, now “soldiering on” shows incredible insensitivity to 
the health needs of others. 

Experiencing Covid has also changed our sensitivities to the needs, 
demands, and difficulties of some work. This has been a great 
encouragement in some instances.  

Compulsory homeschooling for most parents has meant a greater 
appreciation for the teachers among us. Health-care workers too have 
come closer to receiving the support and encouragement they deserve.  

Today, as you interact with essential workers, give them an encouraging 
experience, and thank them. 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for all those who work in support. 



 

12 September 
“Give us this day our daily bread …." Matt 6:11 

We can come to the Father expectantly for our daily bread. I also believe 
that we can confidently trust that He will supply those things which “the 
unconverted pursue … and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them” (Matt 6:32 NET). Jesus talks about need.  

All the things which the world identifies as “needs” may not be included. 
But I believe that there may also be needs beyond food, drink and clothing 
(Matt 6:31) included in these daily needs. This list could include purposeful 
work (Eph 2:10), whether paid or unpaid, and the comfort and 
encouragement of community (Gen 2:18; Heb 10:25; Gal 6:2, 5).  

Come to the Father in trust, believing that He will faithfully supply what 
you genuinely need according to His purposes (Rom 8:28). 

Pray:  Thank You, Father God, for supplying those things I truly need. 

 

 The Lord says, “I will give back what you have lost to the 

swarming locusts, the hopping locusts, the stripping locusts, 

and the cutting locusts. ~Joel 2:25 NLT 

 
13 September 

“Give us this day our daily bread …." Matt 6:11 

When we think about and seek “our daily bread,” let us not forget that we 
should not “live by bread alone” (Matt 4:4). 
Each day, whether morning or evening, let us commit even a morsel of 
time to being in God’s Word. As we commit this time, His Word will be like 
a yeast in our lives, expanding to grow in our hearts, minds and spirits. We 
will begin to remember more of God’s Word and God’s voice. This, in turn, 
will prompt us to more readily know His will. “I have hidden [Y]our word in 
my heart, that I might not sin against [Y]ou (Ps 119:11 NLT). 
How joyfully we grow to know and love God’s Word. 

Pray:  Thank You, Dearest Lord, for growing Your Word in my heart and 
mind through Your Holy Spirit.  



 

14 September 
“… and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors."  

Matt 6:12 

An appreciation of how God has forgiven us should overflow in granting 
debt-forgiveness to others, being generous in loving others well. 

While “I forgive you” might slip off of our lips, how well can we match our 
words, thoughts, and actions with our declaration?  

Our forgiveness may be sincere, but it is genuinely difficult to live 
forgiveness. Yet, true forgiveness is what we are called to live (Matt 6:12). 
God has genuinely forgiven us. For Him, our sins have been cast aside, “as 
far as the east is from the west “(Ps 103:12).  
In response to this incredible forgiveness, our efforts need to be sincere. If 
we cannot do it in our strength, let us ask the Lord to be our strength (Phil 
4:13). Through Him, our hearts can be truly softened (Ezek 11:19). 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, I seek for my forgiveness to be genuine and from my 
heart. 

 
15 September 

“… and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors."  
Matt 6:12 

Our forgiveness needs to be sincere. We cannot simply declare 
“forgiveness.” It must be genuine. It must be sincere. 

Jesus’ sacrifice to cancel our sin debt was genuine and sincere. The Father, 
in accepting Jesus’ sacrifice, accepted it as such. Now our sin debt is 
forgiven, genuinely and sincerely (Rom 5:8). 

In our guided prayer to the Father, Jesus tells us to pray, “…and forgive us 
our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors " (Matt 6:12). 

We are responsible to forgive others. Jesus also says, “But if you refuse to 
forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins” (Matt 6:15 NLT).  

Pray:   Dear Lord, thank You for forgiving me and loving me generously. I 
genuinely and sincerely seek to do likewise.  



 

16 September 
“… and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors."  

Matt 6:12 

God does not want us carry unforgiveness in our hearts.  

Unforgiveness is like a poison. We may think that we are holding on to 
justice in not granting forgiveness. The enemy may encourage us to think 
that the wrongdoer gets off “scot-free” if we grant them forgiveness.  

In truth, justice is between them and God (Jas 2:13; 4:12; 5:9). When we 
withhold forgiveness, it is akin to walking around with an uncovered bowl 
of acid – some is likely to splash back and burn us.  

Instead, let us trust that God has seen and will handle this situation in His 
own way (Ps 27:14; Rom 12:19). We are then free to offer forgiveness.  

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You that I can trust You to resolve this 
situation, showing justice, mercy, and grace in the portions You decree.  

 
17 September 

“… and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors."  
Matt 6:12 

Jesus wants us to extend forgiveness to those who have hurt us. 

When, instead, we continue to carry unforgiveness in our hearts, it is 
compost for a seed of bitterness to grow (Heb 12:15).  

The bitterness which grows from unforgiveness may be toward God. We 
may go around in mental loops and circles contemplating the various 
“What ifs.” This keeps us turned in on ourselves and constantly turned 
away from or antagonistic toward God. 

This is not God’s wish for us. 

God wants us to know forgiveness and reconciliation. When instead we 
erect barriers in our relationship with God, we cannot know His 
comforting embrace or His sheltering and strengthening in the face of this 
pain. Let us cast off this unforgiveness, and instead seek God’s face.  

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for prompting me to extend forgiveness.  



 

18 September 
“… and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors."  

Matt 6:12 

The compost of unforgiveness may also be nurturing a seed of bitterness 
against the one we deem responsible for our pain (Heb 12:15).   
God knows how much this will burn in our hearts, so He tries to wrestle it 
away from us. God knows what forgiveness has cost Him (John 3:16). 
In linking the forgiveness which we are to extend to others with the 
forgiveness He extends to us, God pinpoints the seriousness and the 
danger (Matt 5:23-24; 6:12, 15.  
If today there is any unforgiveness being harboured in your heart, please 
cast it upon your Heavenly Father who loves you and sent Jesus to die in 
your place (1 Pet 5:7), that you might know forgiveness. Be forgiving. 
Pray: Father God, please forgive me for being unforgiving. 

 

… everything exposed by the light becomes visible – and 

everything that is illuminated becomes a light. ~Eph 5:13 NIV 

 
19 September 

“I am the light of the world." John 8:12 NIV 

Jesus is the true light who came into the world (John 8:12). He calls us to 
Himself, and He calls us to walk in the light.  

As we walk in the light, our lives, hearts, and spirits take on some of the 
light of Christ. As Paul shares with the Church at Ephesus, “… everything 
that is illuminated becomes a light” (Eph 5:13 NIV).   

We are not to hide the light of Christ, but to allow it to burn from our lives 
so that others may know the One who is “the light of the world” (John 
8:12). Do not hide your light under a bushel. “Instead, a lamp is placed on 
a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house” (Matt 5:15 NLT). 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for shining Your light into my life. I 
seek to burn brightly for You. Please help me to identify the opportunities 
and people to whom You are leading me. 



 

20 September 
“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 

works." Heb 10:24 NLT 
The “good works” which the author of Hebrews calls us to achieve are 
works done to honour God. We are “to motivate one another to acts of 
love and good works" (Heb 10:24 NLT). 

“Iron sharpens iron” (Prov 27:17), and the Hebrews author is challenging 
us to find ways of doing good works. As we see opportunities for God’s 
glory, we can complete these, share them with others, or do them in 
fellowship. 

Works done together for God’s glory are also examples of Christian 
fellowship before the watching world. Our relationships may have their 
ups and downs, but our ongoing commitment to glorify God in our 
relationships continually draws us back to faithful service, with and 
through humility and grace (Rom 12:18). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to honour You in my works and my relationships. 

 
21 September 

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 
works." Heb 10:24 NLT 

Sometimes, in addition to motivating others to good works (Heb 10:24), 
we are able to work beside them, through mentoring or cooperating with 
them. It is good when we can support others in the work to which they are 
called. 

In this situation, it can happen that they will gain all of the recognition for 
the work completed. If so, we can leave this in God’s grace. Our part was 
to motivate (Heb 10:24), and we can feel glad that the good works have 
come to fruition. Rather than be concerned with receiving recognition, let 
us commit all that we do for God’s glory, knowing that He will reward our 
faithfulness (Matt 6:2; Col 3:23-24). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please fill me with Your peace when credit is not given. 



 

22 September 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12 NIV 

Now that the days are lengthening, each day there is more light for longer 
in our part of the world. This represents more potential opportunities for 
getting out and about before and after work. 

How are you using the increasing hours of daylight? 

Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). As His return draws ever closer, 
how are you using each day to spread His light?  

Perhaps there are people in your workplace who do not yet know Jesus as 
their Lord. Perhaps there are people in your daily commute, those you 
meet at school, university, or the shops who might need to know the 
Lord’s close presence.  

Jesus did not die and rise again so that we might simply have confidence in 
our personal salvation story. Rather, He called and invited us so that we 
might tell others. (Matt 28:18-20). 

Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, please help me to be bold in sharing my faith in 
Jesus, so that others may come to know and love Him as their Saviour. 

 
23 September 

“Whoever follows [M]e will never walk in darkness ..." John 8:12 NIV 

When Jesus said that His followers would “never walk in darkness ..." (John 
8:12 NIV), did He mean that we would never face difficulties? 

No, true followers of Jesus will still go through times of darkness, loss, and 
pain. As new Christians going through challenging times, the enemy may 
whisper that our relationship with Jesus has broken down. This is a lie 
from the father of lies (John 8:44).  

Even seasoned, faithful followers will face times of doubt and darkness. 
This is really a temptation to doubt God, but we need to cast that aside. 
Rather than dwell in this darkness, let us turn our face to the Lord, (Ps 
27:8), the light (John 8:12), and ask Him to bring refreshment to your soul. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, shine Your light afresh, that I may know refreshment. 



 

24 September 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12 NIV 

As we preference the light over the darkness, the light of Christ grows 
stronger. Paul summoned the believers in Ephesus to “live as people of 
light!” (Eph 5:8 NLT).  

As we choose to live as people of light, our decisions lead us toward 
producing all that is “good and right and true” (Eph 5:9). 

Joyfully praise God for His light in your life, and seek to please Him (Eph 
5:10). As you spend time with the Lord, worshipping Him and being 
touched by His presence, His light within you will grow. Then you may be a 
more effective instrument in calling others from darkness.  

Pray:  Dear Lord, please open my understanding to new ways of reflecting 
Your light in my life. 

 

“… now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of 

light! For this light within you produces only what is good and 

right and true. Carefully determine what pleases the Lord.”
 ~Eph 5:8-10 NLT 

 
25 September 

“Whoever follows [M]e … will have the light of life." John 8:12 NIV 

Have you noticed how twilight can creep unawares? You are busily 
absorbed in one task or another, and then somebody turns on the light. 
Suddenly, you realise how dark it had become. 

Be careful that the enemy is not lulling you into wandering further and 
further from the light of Christ. Ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom on any ways 
in which you may instead be producing “unfruitful deeds of darkness” (Eph 
5:11). If so, humbly confess and seek reconciliation (1 John 1:9). “Carefully 
determine what pleases the Lord” (Eph 5:8-10 NLT) and stick to it. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to faithfully walk in the light, as You 
are in the light, and I seek fellowship with You. 



 

26 September 
“One generation commends [Y]our works to another …."  Ps 145:4 NIV 

The movement of families to different states and places may limit the 
ability of “One generation [to] commend [Y]our works to another” (Ps 
145:4).   

Covid 19 has added the extra dimensions of social-distancing and 
restrictions in interstate and overseas travel. Yet, in response to Covid, we 
are learning new ways to connect. Further, as we experience Zoom, MS 
Teams, FaceTime, etc, we may be exposed to, and becoming familiar with, 
some of the dialogue used by younger generations.  

Though you may not be able to engage in the same physical space, we can 
still speak God’s truths before the next generation(s). We can also shine 
the light of God’s love for them through the way that we interact with 
them. Even if they may not exactly remember all the words, in years to 
come they may recall the love and faithfulness in our hearts and our 
message.  Shine brightly for the Lord’s glory. 

Pray:  Thank You, Dearest Lord, for all the ways that You provide for us to 
have contact with the next generation(s). 

 
27 September 

“One generation commends [Y]our works to another …."  Ps 145:4 NIV 

As the world changes so rapidly and, in some cases, so completely, we may 
question whether we have anything to share with the coming 
generation(s). We may believe that they are out-of-touch with all that is 
important to us.  

Perhaps instead we could begin to explore those things which are 
important to them! Becoming missionaries (Matt 28:19-20) in other 
countries means spending time learning the language and culture.  

These next generation(s) are experiencing a very different culture to the 
one we knew. Let us commit to learning their ways so that we may share 
the Good News with them. 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for the opportunity to be a missionary at home.  



 

28 September 
“One generation commends [Y]our works to another …."  Ps 145:4 NIV 

As we learn the language and habits of these new generations, we may 
find, like Solomon, that “what has been done is what will be done; and 
there is nothing new under the sun” (Eccl 1:9). 

Does this mean that it is not worth the effort of getting to know the 
culture, ways and energies of this new generation?  

No, it simply means that, as we dig deeper, we may find some familiar 
themes. They may sound different, but many of the same treasures, 
challenges, battles and successes are faced by this generation too.  

This also means that our wisdom may be able to speak to a new 
generation (Jas 3:17), if we are able to share it with grace and humility.  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunity to speak Your wisdom 
afresh to a new generation. Please help me to be Your instrument, for Your 
glory, and not to submit to the temptation to seek glory for myself. 

 
29 September 
“Generation after generation stands in awe of [Y]our work; each one tells 

stories of [Y]our mighty acts."  Ps 145:4 ΜSG 

O Lord, You prove Yourself mighty before each new generation (Ps 145:4).  

The God who stands outside time and space is there to be known again 
and again by each succeeding generation. In each case, He calls us to 
Himself. In each generation, some will respond and worship Him.  

As our generation ages, may we humbly submit to being His instruments in 
shining His light for this generation (Eph 5:8-10). May we “Carefully 
determine what pleases the Lord” (Eph 5:8-10 NLT) and share these 
insights with our children and grandchildren, or those whom we can 
influence.  

Wherever we have influence, may we tell “stories of [Y]our mighty acts" 
(Ps 145:4 ΜSG). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunities to share my witness of 
Your mighty acts. 



 

 30 September 

 “Rejoice in the Lord always ….” Phil 4:4 

Now that another devotional is ending, my prayer is that you have been 
inspired to walk in faithfulness to God each day for His glory. 

Begin each day with your Lord, consciously seeking His will throughout the 
day, worshipping Him with gladness, and asking Him to bless all you will 
meet this day. 

Confess your shortcomings as soon as they happen. Be bold in sharing 
your faith, and ask the Lord to help you to stay faithful. Seek to reflect His 
love and light wherever you go, with purity, humility, gentleness, and 
grace. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for being my Lord and Reconciler. 
Please help me to honour You in all my ways and to share my faith with my 
loved ones, and those in my daily life. I rejoice in You, Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 

other, for love covers a multitude of sins.  

God has given each of us a gift from [H]is great variety of 

spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  

Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 

everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. 

All glory and power to [H]im forever and ever! Amen. (1 Pet 4:8, 

10-11 NLT) 

The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts and we 

pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 

Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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