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This booklet is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide Jesus’ 
followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is never, 

under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 

message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 

things’ (Joel 2:20).  2021 

 

PURE 
Devotional Ministry 



 
 

Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 

meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 

Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 

Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 

3:18 HCSB*) 

 

PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 

Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the NET translation of the Holy Bible. 

 
 

1 April  
“Having loved [H]is own who were in the world, [H]e now loved them to 

the very end." John 13:1 
How startling and unnerving must those final days have been for Jesus and 
His disciples. For Jesus, the final days were leading to the culmination of all 
that God had planned (Gal 4:4-5). Jesus knew what was ahead. Potentially, 
as the time drew near, He felt a mixture of “ready” and “not ready” (Matt 
26:36-46). 

Jesus’s disciples too may have experienced a mixture of “ready” and “not 
ready” as they anticipated Jesus’s coming Kingdom. They may have looked 
forward to earthly victory (Mark 10:37 Yet the unfolding events of the Last 
Supper and Jesus’s arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane may not have 
looked like victory. While for Jesus, victory would follow service (Mark 
10:45) and suffering (Rom 5:6-8), His disciples held a different lens.  

As we commence a new Devotional, let us prepare to be ready for God.  

Pray: O Father God, please strengthen and help me to be ready to follow.  



2 April 
“Having loved [H]is own who were in the world, [H]e now loved them to 

the very end." John 13:1 
What were Jesus’s disciples thinking as they looked at Him nailed to the 
cross? Did they anticipate that He would make a miraculous way forward 
(Matt 26:53)? How did they and Mary, His mother, respond when Jesus 
died? Were they able to process their grief? 

We can also struggle with grief when God does not make a miraculous way 
forward. We may see a loved one struggling with the clutches of death, 
and pray for them to be released. Instead of being released and restored 
to life, God may choose to release them into His arms in death.  

Inevitably, we will experience loss and pain, and, possibly, anger. Jesus’s 
followers may have felt crushed by His death. God, in His comfort, was 
with them, sharing their grief while knowing His plan (John 11:35, 38-44). 

Pray: Dear Father God, please help me to keep my trust in Your plan. 

 
3 April  

“Having loved [H]is own who were in the world, [H]e now loved them to 
the very end." John 13:1 

How did Mary handle seeing her Son dying on the cross? Did she recall the 
warning which had been given to her by Simeon (Luke 2:34-35)? Did Mary 
continue to trust that His way would be perfect (John 2:5)?   

It can be incredibly painful to see loved ones taken in their youth. How 
Mary’s mother-heart must have felt crushed by the weight of this painful 
passage. Seeing Jesus suffering so visibly on the cross, she may have 
prayed that His passing would come quickly. However, the reality of His 
death may have resulted in deeper pain. 

We too pray for relief for those beloved to us, but the relief may come in 
release, rather than restoration. Trust that God is working out His perfect 
plan. Lean in for His strengthening, and release your loved ones to His 
loving care and perfect plan. 

Pray: O Father God, please ease the pain of my loved ones, for Your glory.  



4 April 
"… Do not be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 

crucified. He has been raised!” Mark 16:6   

Rejoice! Jesus is risen! This is Resurrection Sunday. 

Incredibly, God turned around the devastating loss of Jesus’s death to His 
resurrection glory!!! What seemed like a crushing blow to God’s Kingdom 
has instead become a miraculous revelation and reconciliation. 

Though we were lost and cut off in our sinfulness, Jesus has taken that sin 
on Himself and made a new way back to God (John 14:6). 

Sing Hallelujah and praises to our God (John 3:16).  

Pray: O Dearest Jesus, thank You for all You went through so that I might 
know freedom. I rejoice in Your victory, which is my victory too. Thank You. 

 

Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he 

likewise shared in their humanity, so that through death 

he could destroy the one who holds the power of death … 

and set free those who were held in slavery all their lives 

by their fear of death. ~Heb 2:14-15 

 
5 April  

“He has been raised!” Mark 16:6 

Just as the devastating truth of death can take some time to sink in, 
release also needs to be processed and absorbed. 

Christ has won our freedom! 

Through His perfect life and death, we are restored and made new. “There 
is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the life-giving Spirit in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and death” (Rom 8:1-2). 

Rejoice and live in freedom. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the freedom I can experience in You, 
through Your sacrifice. Thank You. 



6 April 
“… Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has been raised!” Mark 16:6  

How incredibly and profoundly did Jesus love us, to give His life in 
obedience onto death so that we could know new life through Him. 

“For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly” (Rom 5:7). While we were still covered by the stink of our sin, 
Jesus gave His life for us.  

There is nothing we have done or could do that would prove us deserving 
of that sacrifice (Rom 3:23). Jesus, God’s perfect and only-begotten Son, 
came to face death on our behalf because He loves us. This is an 
outpouring love from His perfection, rather than a love which resonates 
with any loveliness in us.  On the contrary, it is through His love for us that 
we can become love-ly. 

Let us ask God to grow us in love, that we might love others well. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, please make me an instrument of Your love. 

 
7 April 
“… Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has been raised!” Mark 16:6  

Yesterday we reflected that there was nothing that we could do or have 
done to deserve the perfect sacrifice that Jesus made for our sins (Heb 
2:14-18). We each are drawn into sinful ways. These can be the things we 
do or say, or can be the things we neglect to do or say (Rom 3:23; Ps 
19:12-14; Jas 4:17). All our best offerings are like filthy rags (Isa 64:6). 

Yet, to compensate for these failures, both intentional and unintentional, a 
debt was due. God’s perfect justice was met by God’s perfect grace. Only 
the perfect sacrifice of Jesus could meet the debt and depths of our 
sinfulness. Jesus is the perfect lamb (John 1:29; Num 6:14; Rev 5:6). 

Let us thank God for providing the perfect lamb for our salvation and His 
glory. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for our Saviour Jesus. Please help me to 
look only to You. 



8 April 
“… Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has been raised!”  Mark 16:6 

God loves us (John 3:16).  

Everything we do for God could be akin to the child of Picasso or 
Rembrandt offering their pre-school level artwork to their famous dad. On 
the one hand, God looks on them with delightful joy and praise. Yet, on 
the other hand, nothing we do could ever come close to the incredible 
perfection that is God. He does not ask that of us.  

However, the sin debt of humanity, crushing to us, and abhorrent to God, 
must be addressed.  Only the sinless perfection of the Lamb of God would 
be the perfect sacrifice (John 1:29; Num 6:14; Rev 5:6). Through Jesus, we 
can know reconciliation.  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for giving Your life to cover my sin debt.  

 
9 April 
“… Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has been raised!”  Mark 16:6 

When we sin against God, we are rejecting Him as our God. Instead, in 
preferencing our ways over His, we choose to be our own gods.  

When we bring our works to God as payment for our shortcomings, we are 
disrespecting God’s perfect justice and His perfect will.  

God’s justice requires perfection. We cannot offer perfection, but nor is it 
expected of us. God asked Jesus to stand in our place (Col 1:20-22; Eph 
1:7-10). Jesus meets God’s perfect justice and, by His grace, He offers us 
His righteousness (1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Rom 10:4). 

Let us step into all that God is offering, accepting and being seen by God in 
righteousness and perfection through Jesus’s sacrifice. God affirmed 
Jesus’s sacrifice on our behalf when He raised Him from the dead (Mark 
16:6). Hallelujah! 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for sending Your Son Jesus that we 
might be reconciled to You. Please help me to understand Your perfection, 
and to live in submission to Your will.  



10 April 
“For by grace you are saved through faith … it is not from works, so that no 

one can boast.” Eph 2:8-9 

Through God’s acceptance of Jesus’s sacrifice, we are able to be covered 
by His righteousness and be viewed through the lens of His perfection. 
This is because of the work which Christ has done and not from anything 
we have achieved. 

However, having accepted the amazing sacrifice of Jesus as done on our 
behalf, we can join Him in the work of the Kingdom. We can contribute to 
His glorification. Then the works, rather than being done for our credit, are 
offered for God’s glory. 

These works are the outflowing of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life. They 
are the natural product of submission to the Lord’s will. Through these, 
you are submitting lordship of your life to Jesus and following Holy Spirit 
prompts (Matt 25:23) 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to persevere and be fruitful. 

 

For Christ is the end of the law, with the result that 

there is righteousness for everyone who believes.  
~Rom 10:4 

 
11 April 

“For by grace you are saved … it is not from works …” Eph 2:8-9 

Through resurrection, God showed that Jesus’s sacrifice was perfect. We 
place our faith in Jesus which we accept His sacrifice as done on our 
behalf.  

Today, let us rejoice in what God has done through Jesus. Through His 
beloved Son, God has reconciled humanity to Himself. As we embrace this, 
let us also step up in worshipful dedication to being and doing all that we 
are called to offer, for God’s glory.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for covering me by Your grace.  



 12 April 
“For by grace you are saved … it is not from works …” Eph 2:8-9 

When He walked on this earth, Jesus could tell what was in another’s heart 
and thinking (Matt 9:4; Mark 2:8; Luke 5:22). We do not have that ability. 

When we see the things that another does, we can guess at their 
motivation. When we hear what another says, we may assume their 
reasoning. Unlike Jesus, we do not know. 

When we do not know for sure and we guess, presume or assume, we may 
be judging incorrectly.  

We are not called to judge (Jas 4:11). We are called to love (Jas 2:8). Let us 
love first, showing mercy and grace, but be ready to encourage others to 
turn back to the Lord (Jas 5:19-20). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I accept that You know my every word, thought and 
action before they come to pass. Please keep me by Your wisdom. 

 
13 April 

“For by grace you are saved … it is not from works …” Eph 2:8-9 

If you are trusting in the Lord Jesus, you are saved by grace (Eph 2:8). Any 
works which you do, which flow from your love of the Lord, you do in 
appreciation. Your works are not to gain merit or credit but rather flow 
from grace (Eph 2:8-9). 

Was there a point where you were offering works to the Lord for His 
validation and acceptance? Were you striving for recognition, seeking to 
earn your way into heaven? Perhaps, like Paul, you now count these works 
as worthless (Phil 3:7-10). 

“For by grace you are saved through faith … it is not from works, so that no 
one can boast” (Eph 2:8-9). However you may have boasted in the past, 
you now recognise that it is what Jesus has done for you rather than what 
you have done for Jesus which counts. You are saved by grace and rejoice 
in that.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for all that you have done for me by grace.  



14 April  
“For by grace you are saved through faith … it is not from works, so that no 

one can boast.” Eph 2:8-9 

We can see that the works which we used to do were done for merit. We 
cannot see, though, whether the works which others do is for merit or 
from grace. We cannot judge. 

To our eyes, it may appear that our neighbour is depending on works. It 
may seem that they are attempting to earn their way into heaven. 
However, until, like Jesus, we can see what is in their hearts, we cannot 
assume or presume. We can love. 

I believe it is even possible that works which originally may have been 
offered in order to win grace are now being offered in gratitude for grace. 
The heart of the one who sought to win heaven may now be submitted. 
That heart may now be enamoured by the Lord and offering each task to 
Him for His glory and Kingdom. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I thank You for my brother and sister who now believe in 
You. Please guide me in how to support them. 

 
15 April 
“For by grace you are saved through faith … it is not from works, so that no 

one can boast.” Eph 2:8-9 

Our faith is a gift from God, by grace. It does not come to us because of 
what we have done. It is granted to us through the love which God has for 
us.  

Others, similarly, are recipients of grace by God’s generous love. Though 
their works may have originally put you in contact with them, that may not 
be their final state. Now full faith may have blossomed (Eph 2:8-9). Now, 
through grace, their hearts are committed and overflow to good works.  

I accept that it is not for me to judge the servant of another (Rom 14:4). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for the times when I presumed to know 
the heart and motivations of another. I am committed to loving them well. 



16 April 
“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 

your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Do we bring prayer requests before God because otherwise they would be 
forgotten? 

No, God knows our prayer needs. However, sometimes in the laying down 
of our prayer requests before the Lord our maker, we get a deeper 
understanding of our relative positions. We acknowledge that He is God 
and we are not.   

When we come before God in honesty, openness and vulnerability, we are 
open to His work in our hearts. We open ourselves to His work in 
transforming us into a closer reflection of our Lord Jesus (2 Cor 3:18). We 
are closer to accepting His will and waiting for His timing. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to be transformed by Your will, according to Your 
plan. I wait on You. 

 

This is the day the LORD has brought about. We will be 

happy and rejoice in it. ~Ps 118:24 

 
17 April 

“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 
your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Whatever our prayer need, whatever the area where we need God’s 
intervention, let us come from a place of gratitude. If thankfulness does 
not happen naturally, let us sit in that space until we find a reason for 
gratitude. There is the age-old story of the guy who complained because 
he had no shoes, until he saw a man who had no feet.  

Let us begin our prayer time with gratitude (Phil 4:6). Let us praise God, 
and thank Him for His past faithfulness.  

God loves to generously provide (Matt 7:9-11). Come in faith. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the many wonderful examples You gave 
us of faithful prayer and praise to the Father. 



18 April 
“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 

your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

God is sovereign.  

God, the Alpha and the Omega, is outside of time and space (Rev 21:6-7). 

God, the One who brings order from chaos, is God.  

God knows best. 

We, limited to time and space, have little understanding of God’s 
perspective (1 Cor 2:11). 

Each of these are the reasons why we “tell our requests to God” (Phil 4:6). 

We do not demand. We simply request. This is part of recognising that 
God is sovereign, not limited by time and space, and able to know the 
beginning from the end. 

We can trust His judgment. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, these are the requests I make of You, but I trust 
Your will. 

 
19 April  

“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 
your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

From our perspective, we can see the “most perfect answer” to what is 
causing us stress, anxiety or deep pain. We “know” what God should do. 

When our prayer requests become “prayer orders” instead, we begin to 
treat God like a “genie” rather than Almighty God. We sound as though we 
know more than He does. We may even begin to believe our own spin. 

Instead, our belief needs to remain in the wisdom, judgment, and 
faithfulness of God. He is the One who truly knows the best solution.  

Rather than having a “drive-through” attitude, let us have a worship and 
request attitude. God is God, and He will provide the best answers. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that I can trust Your judgment with faith and hope. 



20 April  
“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 

your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Do you have some wise, faithful and dependable people in your life? This 
is the friend to whom you bring the “thorny” issues. You trust their 
wisdom and, when they take charge, your heart can be at rest. 

God is a more perfect, complete and competent version of this friend. 
While your friend will try to achieve the best outcomes, God already 
knows the best outcome. It is otherwise known as “His plan.” 

While your friend may be able to guess how each factor will come 
together, and how each party will interact and react, God knows each one 
intimately.  While this friend may have a “heart after God’s own heart” (1 
Sam 13:14), God’s own heart is infinitely better.  

This friend may help your heart to be at rest. With God involved, His 
peace, which “surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:7).  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for Your peace, and the constancy of 
Your loving care. 

 
21 April   

“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 
your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Yesterday we reflected on how perfectly God can meet us in our time of 
need. This does not mean that He does not want us to share with others 
too. God knows that we can learn about Him, ourselves and others as we 
live in community with others (1 John 4:20-21). God created us for 
community (Gen 2:18; Gal 6:2, 5). 

Let us praise God too for those He puts in our lives to guide and support us 
(Prov 27:17). We can praise Him particularly for those with whom we can 
explore our thorny issues. God can speak to us through them and, through 
us, to them too.  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for enabling us to minister to each other. 



 

22 April 
“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 

your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

I believe that God has called into our lives those friends with whom we are 
able to share our thorny issues. We praise Him for them.  

How wonderful it is, though, when we can also stand together before Him 
about those thorny issues. We can place these before His throne, 
confident that He has heard (Matt 18:20). Then God, with His perfect 
wisdom, grace and strength will work in our lives and situations, in His 
perfect timing.  

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, how joyfully I read about Your loving care, 
provision and protection over those You met in Your earthly life. Thank You 
for those You have drawn into my life, and that we can pray together. 

 

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved … bearing 

with one another and forgiving one another, if someone 

happens to have a complaint against anyone else … as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also forgive others. ~Col 3:12-13 

 
23 April 

“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 
your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

In the wonderful mutuality of friendship, we can offer our prayer support 
to our friends on their thorny issues. We can come beside them, to 
comfort and to pray for healing, to support and pray in intercession, and 
to speak God’s wisdom, as we are called (Jas 5:13-20). 

How perfectly does God enable us in our care of each other? He, our 
Teacher, guides us in loving others well, just as He gave us His perfect 
example of sacrificial love (John 13:14; Rom 5:6-8). 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord Jesus, for Your beautiful example of loving service. 
Please help me to lovingly serve others for Your glory. 



24 April 
“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 

your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

There is a mutuality in how we can lovingly support each other under God. 
We come together in prayer, offering and interceding for each other (Jas 
5:13a, 15-16).  

Additionally, we can come together before the Lord in praise (Jas 5:13b). 
We can honour God for how He is working things out in our lives and how 
He is also blessing us through our fellowship before Him.   

As we look back over the years of our lives or our friendship, we can see 
how perfectly God has guided our lives and friendships, and how He has 
intimately met each need (Ps 23:1). Let us praise Him in harmony. 

Pray: Dearest Lord God, thank You that You are meeting my deepest needs 
with richness, comfort, love, grace, and peace. Thank You for those You have 
placed in my life, and how we can praise You as one.  

 
25 April  

“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 
your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

We come together today to ask God to bless the families and descendants 
of all those who have fought to preserve the freedom we experience here, 
giving of themselves. We remember especially those who served as Anzacs 
and their descendants.  

We also join our hearts together in interceding for those in active service. 
We acknowledge and appreciate the commitment that each has made, 
and is making, and the ongoing sacrifices and costs they bear. We ask God 
to bless them for their faithfulness. 

God knows the sacrifice involved in giving up a Son to win freedom from 
the enemy (John 3:16). Through His own sacrifice, Jesus has made a way 
back to the Father. He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  

Pray: Father God, please bless the family and loved ones of each one lost in 
service, and please bless those still serving. 



26 April  
“ … in every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell 

your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Yesterday we remembered those who have given their youth or their lives 
to fight for freedom. When we hear the details of another’s sacrifice, or 
when a loved one has generously dedicated their life in this way, we are 
more familiar with the debt we owe them. We thank God for them. 

Let us also thank God for all who have fought to keep us safe. We 
remember fireys, the ambos, the police. We remember too the health 
workers who have gone “the extra mile” during Covid. This includes 
serving in special wards, which necessitates separating themselves from 
contact with loved ones.  It also includes exposing themselves to greater 
risk of infection.  

We can thank God for their willingness to step forward, using their skills 
for our benefit. Let us also ask God to pray for their health and protection, 
and that of their loved ones (Phil 4:6). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for each one who sacrificially serves for the benefit 
of others. I thank You for their skills and training, but especially for their 
heart to actively help and support others. May You be glorified. 

 
27 April 

“ … tell your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Sometimes, as on Anzac Day, we come together. We fellowship in 
community, and we come before God in fellowship, to worship and break 
bread (Heb 10:24-25). 

At other times, our time with God is spent alone. Sometimes, He alone 
knows the intimate details. He alone is the witness to our weakness, our 
pain, our doubts, fears, or anxieties, and our secret prayers (Phil 4:6). 

Our Gracious God listens, draws near, and comforts (Jas 4:8). Come, tell 
your requests, knowing that God will never leave nor forsake you (Heb 13:5). 

Pray:  Thank You, Father God, that You draw close and are willing to hear 
and accept the prayers I lay before Your throne. 



28 April 
“ … tell your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Jesus Himself wonderfully role-modelled an intimate and close 
relationship with the Father. Many times Jesus drew near in prayer, 
sometimes spending the whole night praying to the Father (Luke 6:12; 
Mark 1:35).  

Whatever may be on your heart or consuming your thoughts, commit to 
spending time with God, and tell your requests to Him (Phil 4:6). Then His 
peace will hold your heart (Phil 4:7).  

If you have sensed a spirit of separation from the Father, turn back today 
(Jas 4:8). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, guide me in how I can follow the example of 
Jesus and come to Your throne. I honour You. 

 

The Lord is indeed going before you – he will be with you; 

he will not fail you or abandon you. Do not be afraid or 

discouraged.  ~Deut 31:8 

 
29 April 

“ … tell your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Does coming before the Father’s throne fill you with a sense of joyful 
anticipation, or do you instead experience a sense of anxiety? Are you 
concerned that you have somehow turned away from God’s path? 

Sometimes, we may need to approach first with confession, openly sharing 
where we have strayed away, and falling on God’s grace.  

Our Loving Father will welcome us back, accepting our confession and 
graciously restoring us by cleansing us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9) 

Rush to His throne today, and know reconciliation through your trust in all 
that Jesus has done. His way is perfect, and He has made a way for you to 
know reconciliation too (Jas 5:19-20). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for making a way back to the Father. 



30 April  
“ … tell your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 

Sometimes, rather than confess our own shortcoming, we need to address 
the shortcomings of others. We do not need to confess those. Instead, we 
may need to boldly and courageously accept the confessions of others. We 
may need to be ready to forgive, wisely and graciously trusting in the Lord 
to be our strength (Phil 4:13) and wisdom (Jas 1:5). 

Sometimes the shortcomings of others may draw forth an inappropriate 
response from us. We may experience pridefulness, leading us to forget 
the debt of gratitude we owe the Lord who has forgiven us of our 
shortcomings too (Matt 6:12). 

The shortcomings of others may also draw forth anger or irritation from 
us. Again, we need to remember to keep our trust in what God is doing, 
trusting in His righteous anger (Jas 1:19-20), rather than take things into 
our own hands (Matt 18:23-35).  

Pray: Please forgive me, Lord, for those times when I was less than 
gracious with the failings of others.  

 
1 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Can you remember trying to memorise things when you were a child? 

Things to remember may have been dates, for history class, capital cities, 
for geography, poetry for English, or tables for Maths. Like me, you may 
have had different degrees of success. Some things lodged happily, while 
others seemed quite resistant to being held.  

In the beautiful Psalm 119, the psalmist asserts that “In my heart I store up 
[Y]our words, so I might not sin against [Y]ou.” (v11). What beauty to have 
God’s words hidden in your heart. Then, as needed, they can be poured 
out to answer your need, and to give you wisdom, protecting you from 
sins against your Gracious God. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for Your Word which leads me 
according to Your wisdom. 



2 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

What a joy it is to store up God’s Word in our hearts. When we hide it 
there, we can draw it out again as we have need (Ps 130:5). 

When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, He spoke forth God’s Word 
(Matt 4:4, 7, 10). 

May we too, having memorised God’s Word, draw out from its rich stores 
as we have need. 

Make time today to store God’s Word in your heart. Seek His Holy Spirit’s 
wisdom and guidance on what to memorise, that your need may be met 
by God’s perfect Word. Then, when we are tempted by the enemy, we will 
be able to use the sword of the Spirit (Eph 6:17b), God’s Word, to achieve 
victory for God’s glory. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the example of hiding God’s Word in Your 
heart, to help with fighting temptation. 

 
3 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Have you ever noticed that once you begin to form an interest in a place 
or a concept, suddenly you are more aware of many instances of that 
place or concept? If France or freedom are your current focus, you have a 
greater awareness of French food and people, or of issues relating to 
freedom. I believe it is because our interest and understanding are being 
awakened. 

In a similar way, I believe that, as we draw closer to God, His Word, and 
the things of His heart, these things will achieve a more prominent place in 
our lives.  
Focus on all that is good and pure and true (Phil 4:8), and these things will 
weave their way more completely into your life. Store up God’s words in 
your heart (Ps 119:11), that the things of God may more completely 
influence you. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your Word and its impact.  



4 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

As we store up God’s words in our hearts (Ps 119:11), God can more easily 
bring to recall those things we have stored. Jesus Himself tells us that the 
Holy Spirit will prompt us on how we can defend ourselves (Luke 12:12). I 
believe that we can have greater confidence in wielding God’s Word well 
(Eph 6:17b) when we are familiar with it, and have soaked our spirits in it. 

Let us take time today to sit with God in His Word. This can mean reading 
from the Gospels, to walk with Jesus during His earthly journey. It could 
mean reading or listening to one of the New Testament letters. We can 
hear afresh through listening to it being read, or by reading it ourselves in 
a less familiar translation.  

Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, reignite my spirit through a fresh soaking in God’s 
Word. 

 

Your word is a lamp to walk by,  

and a light to illumine my path. ~Ps 119:105 

 
5 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

When we spend time in God’s Word, His words will become those which 
fall from our tongues. Our habits in regularly spending time in the Word 
will flow forward in rich measure. The words we speak will be consistent 
with the Word which we are reading.  

Have you made a daily commitment to Bible reading? 

If not yet, today can be the day when you commit some daily time to 
reading God’s Word. You can join a Bible Reading Plan, sign up to receive 
devotions in your Inbox or on social media, or you can commit to 
beginning each day with your Bible open before the Lord. Choose a 
method which will work for you, adapting and adopting to suit your life, 
commitments, and your purposes. Begin to spend daily time with God. 

Pray:  Lord, I seek to spend daily time with You. Please guide me. 



6 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Sometimes in life a change will happen slowly and gradually then, over 
time, we will begin to see that our old habits have been transformed. 
What was a custom is no longer practised. What had been our normal 
pattern has been transformed. We may have noticed this particularly 
during the Covid-transformation. While we would naturally reach out and 
hug pre-Covid, hugging others often feels quite unnatural now. 

As we spend more and more time with God through His Word, His Holy 
Spirit will begin to influence not just our words, but our thoughts and 
actions too. Our thinking will begin to change into new patterns, and we 
will gradually notice that we are being transformed.  

Let us thank God for the positive changes which He continues to make as 
He continues to transform us into His image, for His glory (2 Cor 3:18). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for Your Word which opens and 
transforms our understanding, and guides our actions.  

 
7 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Have you ever played strategy or war games? We pit ourselves against the 
opponent, whether real (another person), in nature (such as mountain-
climbing) or technological, and we seek to succeed. 

Our spiritual lives can also include strategizing.  

When we spend time in God’s Word, we are training ourselves to be 
diligent in seeking God’s ways, and in learning from Him. We want to serve 
Him well. 

Our strategies should also include protecting ourselves with the armour of 
God (Eph 6:10-17). In this way, we are preparing ourselves to stand in His 
truth and to serve for His glory (v10-11).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes to see You at work, and to avoid 
the strategies and schemes of the enemy. 



8 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Whenever we make a fresh commitment to God’s ways, we will typically 
draw forth a response from the enemy of our souls.  

We can see this particularly in Jesus’s parable of the sower. Some of the 
strategies chosen by the enemy were to steal the seed (Matt 13:4, 19), or 
to recognise thin commitment and the natural falling-away in challenges 
(Matt 13:5-6, 20-21). The enemy also entraps with temptations, envy and 
deceit (Matt 13:7, 22).   

When we submit to the strategies of the enemy, we fail to recognise the 
strength available to us in the Lord (Phil 4:13). “The LORD will fight for you, 
and you can be still” (Exod 14:14).   

Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes to see You at work, and open the 
eyes of my heart to following You faithfully. 

 
9 May 

“But [H]is mother treasured all these things in her heart.” Luke 2:51 NIV 

Today we celebrate mothers and motherhood.  

We can celebrate the joy of life in all its fullness, but also accept the 
sacrifices which each mother makes. Each life, each daily experience, holds 
many blessings and treasures which can fill the heart (Luke 2:51). 

We each have had an experience with motherhood. For some, today may 
be a day of remembered loss, for a dream that failed to come to fruition. 
For others, it is the remembrance of a loving mother who is with us no 
more. I pray that your heart will know God’s close comfort today. 

Let us all join in thanking God for the opportunities He gives us to be 
positive influencers in the lives of others. May we, like Mary, treasure our 
opportunities and give thanks and praise to God (Luke 1:46-47, 49). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for mothers and those who mother. Thank 
You especially for each mother-heart to which this speaks Your love. 



10 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Have you been drawn away by the enemy’s schemes, temptations and 
strategies (Jas 4:1-3)? 

Seek God afresh, asking for His forgiveness for the way in which you have 
fallen. He will extend grace to you, cleansing you from all unrighteousness 
(1 John 1:9). What a gracious and loving God we serve! 

Next, recommit to that daily time with God. Find a time and a method which 
works best for you. Would accountability with another believer help you to 
stay in the daily habit of Bible-reading? Maybe you find it easier to read your 
Bible in the morning on weekends and at night on weekdays, or the reverse? 
Put in place a system that works for you, and spend time with God.  

Pray: Dear Lord, I seek time with You. Please guide my plans. 

 

Should you not have shown mercy to your fellow slave, 

just as I showed it to you? 
 ~Matt 18:33 

 
11 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

As we work toward that perfect pattern of daily time with God, we are 
also learning new strategies to help others in their commitment. 

Just as we may have struggled, let us extend grace and patience toward 
others when they fall short or fail to live up to the goals which they have 
set. Their failures may directly impact on us as their Bible-plan partners, 
but we can still be positive influencers on them as we work toward a 
better plan.  

In some cases, we may commit to a daily plan, while in other cases, a 
weekly get-together might be more suited to your timetables.  

Let the Lord be your guide.  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You that I can know restoration in You.  



12 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Just as we may be godly influencers in the lives of others, God can guide 
others in helping to hone and transform our lives, hearts, and spirits. 

The Lord may be transforming one area of your life through one contact, 
while another friend can speak more directly to a different aspect (2 Cor 
3:18; Prov 27:17).  

May we commit to following in faithfulness, for God’s glory. Even where 
we cannot directly see His ultimate plan, let us continue to submit 
faithfully to His hand (Jer 29:11; Ps 139:16; Isa 55:8-9).  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for all those You are using to influence 
my life and my decisions. Please help me too to be a generous-hearted 
influencer for Your glory in the lives of others. 

 
13 May 

“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

What delight there is to be found in God’s Word. It speaks of His 
faithfulness. God’s promises are there and “the promise I make does not 
return to [M]e, having accomplished nothing” (Isa 55:11). God is true. 

When we have memorised some of God’s promises, they can be laid out 
before others, bringing the promise of healing, refreshment, protection, 
and unconditional love.  

Share the wonder, joy, and faithfulness which you are able to draw up 
from the well of God’s faithful words. Through your reading, you are a 
recipient of God’s treasures. Through living out what you are reading, and 
by God’s enabling (Phil 4:13), you are a faithful witness to His words. 
Through these, you can then be a blessing for others. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I was able to be Your instrument of 
change in another’s life. Please help me to wisely and faithfully live a life 
consistent with Your Kingdom, even when nobody is looking. 



14 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

God’s Word is rich with His promises. It is inspired by God and “useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 
Tim 3:16). Store God’s Word in your heart, that you may be His godly 
influence on others. 

Yes, God’s Word is useful for reproof and correction. Remember, though, 
that we are to extend grace, mercy and love to others, with wisdom. We 
can ask Holy Spirit to help us with the beam in our own eyes before 
attempting to remove the speck in another’s (Matt 7:3-5). We also need to 
be ready to forgive wrongs, just as we have been forgiven (Matt 18:21-22).   

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your perfect words. Please use them to 
guide and transform us so that we may more perfectly image You in all that 
we say and do.  
 

 
 

15 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Yesterday we considered how God’s Word is inspired and used by God 
“that the person dedicated to God may be capable and equipped for every 
good work” (2 Tim 3:17).  

God has created us “in Christ for good works that God prepared 
beforehand so we may do them” (Eph 2:10). Through God’s Word, we are 
being prepared and transformed into those He has called us to be. 

Let us, then, spend time in His Word, attuned to His ways, and being 
taught, reproved, corrected and trained in righteousness through it (2 Tim 
3:16). 

Be in submission, that God may be glorified. 

Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, have Your way in my life, that I may be prepared and 
trained up to serve as God intended.  



16 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words …” Ps 119:11 

Through the training of God’s Word (Ps 119:11), we are also being 
prepared to be the godly influence we are called to be in the lives of 
others (Eph 2:10). 
Through our obedient action and faithfulness, we can be God’s 
instruments to teach, reproach, correct and train others in righteousness 
(2 Tim 3:16-17). Then they, in their turn, can be God’s influencers in the 
lives and hearts of others (Eph 2:10).  
Whatever you believe you are called to do, do it all for God’s glory. Do not 
try to win any accolades for yourself (Jas 3:16). As Paul came to realise, in 
the light of God’s Kingdom and glory, all else falls away as useless rags 
(Phil 3:8; Isa 64:6). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, I seek to step into all that You have called me to 
complete. May You be glorified in all that I say and do, and in my influence. 

 

… I now regard all things as liabilities compared to the far 

greater value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 

I suffered the loss of all things … because I have the 

righteousness that comes by way of Christ’s 

faithfulness…. ~Phil 3:8-9 

 
17 May 

“… so I might not sin against [Y]ou.” Ps 119:11 

Do you follow instructions well? How do you ensure that you stay on track 
with that? Do you keep a To Do list or a Do Not list? 

The psalmist stores God’s words in his heart so that he might not sin 
against Him (Ps 119:11). He is committed to His relationship, and is 
purposeful in remembering well.  

Let us also purposefully commit to knowing God’s words and keeping 
ourselves from sinning against Him.  

Pray: Dear Lord, I seek to glorify You in all that I do, and not sin against You. 



18 May 
“In my heart I store up [Y]our words, so I might not sin against [Y]ou.” 

 Ps 119:11 

This month, we have been focused on storing God’s words in our hearts 
(Ps 119:11). We have joyfully experienced the closeness that comes from 
spending daily time with God in His Word (Jas 4:8; Ps 119:105). It has been 
our joy to share His Word with others, and to live it out faithfully in our 
lives, speech and actions (Jas 1:22).  

But God’s Word must never be considered as a book to skim when we 
want to feel good about ourselves or to claim God’s promises for a bright 
future.  

No, for the psalmist, God’s words were stored up so that he “might not sin 
against [God]” (Ps 119:11). The author of Hebrews identified God’s Word 
as “living and active and sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing 
even to the point of dividing soul from spirit, and … able to judge the 
desires and thoughts of the heart” (Heb 4:12). We come to God’s Word 
that we might know and honour our Creator. 

Pray: Forgive me, Lord, for those times when I made Your Word about me. 

 
19 May 

“… so I might not sin against [Y]ou.” Ps 119:11 

God’s Word is given to us for our benefit, that we might know how to be in 
right relationship with our Creator. It is there to help us, to give us 
discernment in understanding the motives of our heart (Heb 4:12).  

As we spend more time in God’s Word, we come closer to having a heart 
like God’s (1 Sam 13:14). It means that we will seek more keenly to live in 
consistency with His will, knowing that the power of sin has been defeated 
(1 Cor 15:55-57). 

In Christ Jesus, we are set free (Rom 8:1-2). Let us come and embrace this 
freedom which Jesus offers, choosing life over death, for the “outlook of 
the Spirit is life and peace” (Rom 8:6).   

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for making a way to life through You.  



20 May 
“For I was hungry and you gave [M]e food …” Matt 25:35a 

When Jesus told those on His right that they had served Him, they had no 
recollection of having ministered to Him (Matt 25:35-39). Jesus explained 
that, “just as you did it for one of the least of these brothers or sisters of 
[M]ine, you did it for [M]e” (v40). 

When we meet the needs of others, whether with a glass of water (Matt 
10:42) or in visiting at a hospital, we are responding as though to Jesus 
(Matt 25:35-45).  

Though some of those who serve with us may not yet know Jesus, I believe 
that Jesus may still be calling them to Himself through their service. They 
can have an experience of Jesus through their contact with us, as well as 
meeting Jesus through those they serve. This service could be as a church 
volunteer, a tuck-shop helper, an office worker, an apprentice, a 
paramedic, or something else. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to see how to serve You, and how to 
serve like You. 

 
21 May 

“For I was hungry and you gave [M]e food …” Matt 25:35a 

God’s Word tells us that Jesus was served as the needs of others were met 
(Matt 25:35-39). When those in need had their hunger met, Jesus was 
present too.   

In a similar way, we can also say, “Lord, when I was hungry, You gave me 
of Your Word. It is what sustains me” (Ps 119:11; Ps 130:5). 

We can thank the Lord too for our daily bread. Our physical needs are 
being met in His perfect timing (Ps 23:1, 5). From what we are given, we 
can also offer what we can in order that others may be blessed, knowing 
that Jesus can multiply (John 6:1-14). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for meeting my hunger with Your perfect 
provision. Please help me to be generous with the blessings that come to 
me. 



22 May 
“… I was thirsty and you gave [M]e something to drink …” Matt 25:35b 

When we were thirsty, and wandering in the wilderness of our own sin 
(Rom 3:23), Jesus offered us living water (John 4:10).  

Like the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:17, 29, 42), we might not 
have recognised that we walked in darkness and had need of our Saviour 
(Rom 2:1-4). But Jesus understood our thirst and our need of Him. 

Come, let us accept Christ’s offer. Come, and have your deep thirst met. 
Come, that you may be “hidden with Christ in God” (Col 3:3).  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for offering to meet my thirst and for giving me new 
life in You. Please help me to be a witness for You in meeting the thirst of 
others 

 

I rely on the Lord; I rely on him with my whole being; I 

wait for his assuring word. ~Ps 130:5 

 
23 May 

“… I was a stranger and you invited [M]e in …” Matt 25:35c 

Jesus was expressing His thanks to those who had welcomed others, even 
those strangers to them (Matt 25:35c). 

Are we willing to welcome strangers? Are we willing to invite into our 
homes for fellowship those who are strangers to us? Are we willing to 
fellowship with those whose practices are strange to us? 

Let us be ready to offer loving care, compassion and attention to 
strangers. God reminded the Israelites that they were once strangers 
(Exod 22:21). For this reason, they were to offer hospitality to strangers, 
and to never be part of exploiting or oppressing strangers. Those alien 
(other) among them were to be treated as part of their community, also 
receiving loving care and compassion (Lev 19:34; Deut 10:19).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me in welcoming and extending loving 
care and compassion to strangers.  



24 May 
“… I was a stranger and you invited [M]e in …” Matt 25:35c 

When we extend loving care and compassion to others, we are simply 
following the beautiful example of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus.  

When we were lost in our sinfulness, Jesus came and obediently gave His 
life for us (Rom 5:6-8). We had done nothing to deserve such goodness, 
yet Jesus willingly agreed.  

We were strangers, and Jesus invited us in. He made a way for us to be 
received. He did not simply cancel our sin debt and leave us to our own 
devices (Rom 8:15). No, Jesus welcomed us in as part of His family (Eph 
1:5; Gal 4:4-5). He offered to share His Father with us, that we might know 
reconciliation through Him. How incredibly He loves us. 

May we also look for ways to extend the hand of friendship to strangers, 
inviting them into fellowship. I know the importance of feeling accepted 
by those who were previously strangers. When that happens, the Lord fills 
our hearts with gladness and joy, and I know that there is gladness, joy and 
blessings for those who reach out too. 

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, please guide us in being more inclusive of others.  

 
25 May 

“… I was naked and you gave [M]e clothing …” Matt 25:36a 

Sometimes nakedness is perfectly natural, such as when we are in the 
shower. At other times, nakedness may make us feel exposed and 
vulnerable. This can happen when our clothing is missing or ruined, and so 
we are reliant on others to come to our aid. When another is there to help 
protect and cover us, we are grateful. 

Protection and gratitude in vulnerability may also happen in spiritual or 
emotional “nakedness.” However this has come about, may we ask God to 
send those who will be His hands and feet. May God be glorified as the 
things not of Him are stripped away, and wise boundaries are put in place. 

Pray: Thank You, Holy Spirit, for those You lead to help me.  



26 May 
“… I was naked and you gave [M]e clothing …” Matt 25:36a 

Before I recognised my need of the Lord, I was naked in the rags of my 
own self-righteousness (Rom 3:23). I did not know that the things I was 
doing for God would continue to keep me separated from God.  

God knew my heart. He knew my sinfulness and selfishness. He knew that 
the works of humanity, no matter how selflessly they are offered, are but 
filthy rags (Isa 64:6). He did not leave me floundering in nakedness, 
selfishness and greed (Ezek 16:8; Jas 4:1-3). Instead, He sent His only Son 
to die in my place. He, risen in His righteousness, clothes me with it too 
(Isa 61:10; Gal 2:16; Eph 6:14). 

Joyfully praise God for clothing us in His robe of righteousness, that we 
may be His sons and daughters (Luke 15:22). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that You have made a way for me to be 
clothed in Your righteousness. Thank You for Your saving love.  

 
27 May 

“… I was sick and you took care of [M]e …” Matt 25:36b 

The Lord Jesus notices each care-giving we offer for the sake of others. 
When we visit others, bring groceries to their door during Covid 
quarantine, or when we drop off prescriptions or meals, the Lord is 
pleased and accepts these works as done for Him. 

Jesus is also pleased to heal and restore us when we are unwell (Jas 5:13-
15). This includes the “unwellness” of being too closely associated with 
worldly ways. This unwellness is damaging to our hearts and spirits. Jesus 
seeks to bring restoration and renewal, that true healing may follow. 

Rest in the Lord, and allow Him to be your strength, looking to His ways in 
preference to worldly ways. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for noticing all the little tasks I do for the 
sake of those I love or those whose lives I touch. Thank You that my welfare 
is also on Your heart.  



28 May 
“… I was sick and you took care of [M]e …” Matt 25:36b 

During Covid, the challenges of sickness have grown.  

Those who already suffer with compromised health, must be even more 
vigilant to stay separate, avoid risk-taking, and further limit visits with 
others, or having others visit. This can mean longer and more regular times 
alone.  

It is good to know that Jesus is with us (Heb 13:5). Jesus, in His earthly life, 
was never unduly concerned with separating from those with health issues 
(Matt 8:3). He will make a way to be with you, comforting and 
strengthening you. 

Pray Dearest Lord, thank You for a beautiful sense of You being with me. I 
appreciate Your presence. Please lift all fear from my heart, mind, and 
spirit. 

 

“Now God who provides seed for the sower and bread for 

food will provide and multiply your supply of seed and will 

cause the harvest of your righteousness to grow.” 
~2 Cor 9:10 

 
29 May 

“… I was sick and you took care of [M]e …” Matt 25:36b 

Those who are suffering with Covid-type symptoms may also experience a 
sense of separation beyond the usual expectations. Rather than knowing 
and enjoying the close comfort of loved ones when feeling unwell and 
vulnerable, loved ones may separate themselves. Be quick to forgive, and 
acknowledge their wise actions. 

Rest in the Lord’s strengthening, getting Covid tested as needed. It is 
important too to respect the rights of those who wish to stay away. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to keep my spirits up when I feel unwell.  



30 May 
“… I was in prison and you visited [M]e …” Matt 25:36c 

Some of the Covid restrictions may feel like a type of prison sentence. 
Movement is restricted, contact is limited, and permission may need to be 
sought before visitations.  

Through it all, Jesus has been and is with you. He also asks you to be 
available to visit others in their prisons. Through these visits, you can have 
a real sense of meeting with Jesus Himself (Matt 25:36c). 

Jesus values the ones who make a special effort to visit those in prison. I 
believe that Jesus also values those who reach out to others who are 
experiencing a sense of imprisonment. 

Pray:  Thank You, my Lord Jesus, for meeting me when I visit others, 
whether in prison or imprisoned. 

 
31 May 

“… I was in prison and you visited [M]e …” Matt 25:36c 

Jesus has said that we are visiting Him when we attend prison to visit 
others (Matt 25:35c). We meet Him in this ministry of care. 

Further than that, Jesus meets us in the everyday details of our lives. Jesus 
has said that He will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb 13:5). I believe 
this.  

This also means that Jesus can come into our lives and free us from all 
sense of imprisonment. We may be imprisoned to wrong thinking. Let us 
keep our eyes on the Lord (Heb 3:1; 12:2;2 Cor 4:18).  

We may be imprisoned in wrong beliefs. Jesus can lead us to know truth 
instead (Gal 1:6-10). Trust in the Lord to free you from whatever prison of 
fear, doubt or anxiety may be holding you back (Matt 10:28; 28:20). 

Trust that God is working, and glorify Him in your life. 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, that You will meet me and will release me. I lay 
down my fear, my wrong thinking, and my doubts. 



 1 June 
“From the deep water I cry out to [Y]ou, O LORD." Ps 130:1  

Do you remember those early experiences of going out into deep water 
with your father or your mother?  

My Dad took me out beyond the depths which were familiar. I was not 
afraid, though, because my Daddy was with me. He held me.  

In a similar way, we can cry out to God from the deep water because we 
know that He is faithful (Ps 130:1). We know that He has us but, like Peter, 
we may temporarily succumb to fear (Matt 14:30). 

Continue to keep trust in God’s faithfulness. Do not let fear stop you from 
moving forward, but seek God’s plans and His confirmation (Jas 4:13-16; 
Ps 16:9). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I truly seek to be a faithful and fearless follower of 
Yours during these uncertain times. Please guide me. 

 

When I am afraid, I trust in you. ~Ps 56:3 

 
2 June 

“From the deep water I cry out to [Y]ou, O LORD." Ps 130:1  

Perhaps, rather than walking out to the deep water with your parents, you 
got yourself into difficulties because you went there alone? Maybe there 
was something that attracted our attention. We followed, whether a ball 
or some other kids, but suddenly we realised that we were out beyond the 
depths which were familiar. We were afraid. 

This happens in adult life too. We chase after something which seemed 
attractive, or followed others in what seemed like a good idea. Suddenly, 
though, we find ourselves in trouble.  

When this happens, call out to your faithful Lord (Ps 130:1). 

Pray: Gracious Lord, thank You that I can trust all that I am and have to 
Your faithfulness. Please forgive me for rushing ahead of You. 



3 June 
“From the deep water I cry out to [Y]ou, O LORD." Ps 130:1  

Rather than purposefully being past your familiar depths by a parent’s care 
or a whimsical chase, you are there by accident. You had been so 
consumed with the task at hand that you missed the danger signs.   

Now, awakened to the danger, you cry out to the Lord (Ps 130:1).  

Are there some in your life who are warning you about the consequences 
of your current behaviour? Are you seeking short-term gain for long-term 
loss?  

Purposefully seek the Lord now and ask Him to direct you by His wisdom 
(Jas 1:5-8). Ask Him too to lead His faithful servants to come beside you 
and draw you back to His faithful ways (Jas 5:19-20). 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for those You are drawing beside me. 
Please help me to listen well and to accept Your Holy Spirit directions. Thank 
You that I can cry out to You and know Your care. 

 
4 June 

“From the deep water I cry out to [Y]ou, O LORD." Ps 130:1  

Sometimes we can get into deep water in choosing short-term gain over 
long-term loss when we prioritise the bottom lines and figures at work 
over the loved ones and precious moments at home. 

Yes, I recognise that it is important to be faithful to the commitments 
made in the work sphere. We are called to be faithful stewards (Col 3:23; 1 
Pet 4:10). However, we are also to be faithful stewards in the loving care 
and commitment to our family.  

Cry out to your Loving Father and ask Him for guidance, discernment and 
wisdom in knowing the best way forward (Ps 130:1). He will help you to 
faithfully serve your family and your workplace. 

Pray: Dear Father God, please help me to honour You as I contribute to the 
care of my loved ones and work to honour You in my workplace.  



5 June 
“From the deep water I cry out to [Y]ou, O LORD." Ps 130:1  

Rather than accidentally be beyond our depth in deep water (Ps 130:1), 
could we have wilfully chosen to go there, regardless of the dangers?  

Do we simply stomp in, expecting our own way, and, when that fails, 
demand that God rescue us from the downside of our own determination? 

Our God is not a genie to be ordered about. He is the Magnificent God, the 
Wonderful Creator who sent His beloved Son to restore us to right 
relationship with the Father. Right relationship means that we recognise 
that He is God and we are not. 

Cry out when you are in deep water, but beware of choosing ways 
contrary to God’s will (2 Chron 7:14). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I seek to walk with You, following where You 
lead. Please forgive me for those times when I race ahead of You or choose 
to change directions. 

 
6 June 

“If [Y]ou, O LORD, were to keep track of sins, O Lord, who could stand 
before [Y]ou? Ps 130:3 

Through the actions of Adam and Eve, humanity chose to turn away from 
the True God (Gen 3:6-7) and, from there, sin’s hold on humanity grew (Jas 
1:14-15). We have all sinned (Rom 3:23). Should God keep track of sins, 
who could stand before Him (Ps 130:3).  

Instead, what a joy it is to know hope in Jesus Christ as we accept that His 
sacrifice made a way for us to be reconciled to the Father (Rom 15:13).  

Have you accepted and identified with Jesus’s sacrifice? 

Come to Jesus and know acceptance through Him, bringing honour to the 
Father. “…[Y]ou were willing to forgive, so that [Y]ou might be honored” 
(Ps 130:4). Accept forgiveness in Jesus Christ (1 John 1:9).  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for making a way through the 
sacrifice of Jesus which won forgiveness for our sin.  



7 June 
“I rely on the Lord, I rely on [H]im with my whole being; I wait for [H]is 

reassuring word." Ps 130:5  

Did you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour yesterday? 

If so, what a joyful experience, and a new lease in life, as you begin to walk 
out your faith. 

You, like each of us, have recognised your sinfulness, whether yesterday or 
on an earlier date. You know that we have fallen from God’s perfect 
picture of humanity. You also know that Jesus came that we might be 
raised up to new connectedness with the Father. 

Let us joyfully embrace this opportunity, relying on Him and waiting for His 
guidance (Ps 130:5). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for all that You have done that I might have 
life in You. I am relying on You. 

 

O LORD our God, you answered them. They found you to 

be a forgiving God, but also one who punished their sinful 

deeds. ~Ps 99:8 

 
8 June 

“I rely on the Lord, I rely on [H]im with my whole being; I wait for [H]is 
reassuring word." Ps 130:5  

Are you fully reliant on God and the perfect sacrifice which Jesus offered? 

Could it be that you are hedging your bets? Might you also be thinking 
about ways that you can supplement what Jesus has done, offering up 
works to the Father? 

That is not necessary! Jesus has made the perfect sacrifice. In raising Him 
from the dead, the Father accepted this perfect sacrifice.  

Let any work you do be in joyful appreciation for what Jesus has already 
done. 

Pray: Thank You, Jesus, that you offered the perfect sacrifice. I am Yours.  



9 June 
“I rely on the Lord, I rely on [H]im with my whole being; I wait for [H]is 

reassuring word." Ps 130:5  

Do you sometimes want to rush ahead of God?  

You know exactly what needs to happen in your situation or in answer to 
your friend’s dilemma. You pray, calling God to act in specific ways. You 
believe that this honours Him. 

Instead, I believe that this is disrespectful.  

Imagine if you were to approach a mighty king and tell him exactly how to 
address an issue or to solve a problem. How might the king receive this? 

Quite possibly, the mighty king would believe that you were being quite 
impertinent. You are acting as though you are more familiar with the 
issues which need addressing. 

Are we not doing the same thing when we give God an exact list of what 
we require, whether for ourselves or another? Rather, pray that God’s will 
may be done (Luke 22:42). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I commit to Your will. 

 
10 June 

“I rely on the Lord, I rely on [H]im with my whole being; I wait for [H]is 
reassuring word." Ps 130:5  

Paul reminds us that we can “constantly pray” (1 Thes 5:17). That means 
that the Father welcomes us before His throne. We can share whatever is 
on our heart. We can bring before Him every issue, every situation, every 
decision. Sharing all that is on our heart is not the same as telling Father 
God how He needs to resolve it. We can come and disclose without telling 
Him how it should be resolved. We can suggest a way, but He is wiser. 

We rely on the Lord, and His wisdom. He will never let us down (Ps 130:5). 
Come. Lay down your burdens and know His peace (1 Pet 5:7). 

Pray: Thank You, Father God, that I can bring each concern, decision, fear, 
and worry to Your throne.   



11 June 
“I rely on the Lord, I rely on [H]im with my whole being; I wait for [H]is 

reassuring word." Ps 130:5  

Sometimes relying on the Lord and waiting for His reassuring word (Ps 
130:5) can mean asking our Christian friends for their advice.  

God calls us to be in community (Heb 10:25). He recognises that we can 
support each other in building understanding (Prov 27:17), and in 
fellowship (Gen 2:18).   

Come before the Lord with your concerns, and seek that God would speak 
to you through those He has placed around you (Gal 6:2). They can help 
you to discern God’s perfect will. Through prayer, you can also ask the 
Lord together to fill you with His wisdom (Jas 1:5). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for those You have brought into my life. I 
appreciate their wisdom and fellowship. I also appreciate that we can 
come together before You, seeking Your will.. 

 
12 June 

“I rely on the Lord, I rely on [H]im with my whole being; I wait for [H]is 
reassuring word." Ps 130:5  

God can also speak His reassuring word to us through His Word, the Bible 
(Ps 130:5). When we regularly spend time in His Word, we develop a sense 
of how God works things out. We see His hand at work, and we begin to 
recognise His loving grace and faithfulness (Isa 55:11).  

Spend time faithfully coming to the well of His wisdom, His Word, so that 
your spirit may be refreshed and that you may receive His “reassuring 
word” (Ps 130:5). 

God is always working (John 5:17). He is outside time and space, and is 
able to orchestrate things according to His perfect will and timing. Even 
when it seems as though it is too late, God can come through (Gen 50:20). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your gracious and reassuring word. 
Please help me to be patient as I wait in trust on You. I seek Your glory. 



13 June 
“I yearn for the Lord, more than watchmen do for the morning, yes, more 

than watchmen do for the morning.” Ps 130:6 

Can you remember yearning for things as a child? Did you yearn for the 
school holidays to arrive, yearn for the planned holiday trip to come 
around, or maybe you yearned for Christmas. You anticipated a joyful, 
blessed and fruitful experience, and you wanted it to come sooner rather 
than later. 

When we “yearn for the Lord” (Ps 130:6), is it for the things He can do for 
us? 

I believe that it is important that we yearn for Him as a Person too. We do 
not want to be a people more concerned with things than with building a 
strong relationship with our Heavenly Father. Value His Presence more 
than His presents. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to experience a deeper sense of Your Presence. 

 

We wait for the LORD; he is our deliverer and shield.  

May we experience your faithfulness, O LORD, for we wait 

for you. ~Ps 33:20, 22 

 
14 June 
“I yearn for the Lord, more than watchmen do for the morning, yes, more 

than watchmen do for the morning.” Ps 130:6 

Sometimes the night time hours can seem to go on forever. Wakefulness, 
whether with illness, stress, a small child or another need, can disturb our 
sense of peace.  
Let us recognise that the Lord is with us (Heb 13:5). Seek a real sense of His 
company. Call out to Him in prayer and praise, bringing your concerns before 
His throne. Remind yourself too, in praise, of His past faithfulness, and so 
yearn to know His closeness and compassion again (Ps 130:6). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for carrying me through my times of fear. 
Thank You for sitting with me in the early hours before morning. 



15 June 
“O Israel, hope in the LORD, for the LORD exhibits loyal love …” Ps 130:7 

Do you let your family or friends know when you have received exceptionally 
good, or bad, service?  

I do. I do it because I want them to also experience the exceptionally good 
service or to avoid the bad service. We pass the word to help others. 

When the prophets spoke to the Israelites it was to share what God was 
laying on their hearts. They wanted the people to experience blessings. They 
wanted them to know the truth as God presented it to them. They wanted 
their people to know the blessings of their faithful God. 

May we too be inspired to share the blessings which we have known from 
our faithful God. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunities You give me to share 
the Good News of Your salvation. Please open my eyes, my heart and my 
spirit so that I may share with wisdom and discernment, glorifying You.   

 
16 June 

“O Israel, hope in the LORD, for the LORD exhibits loyal love …” Ps 130:7 

When we share the wonder of our testimony, we can wonderfully glorify 
God for His loyal love and faithfulness. As we do this, we also prompt 
others to have hope in God and to trust in the loyalty of His love (Ps 
130:7), the gentleness of His care, and the faithfulness of His promises. 

When was the last time that you took an opportunity to share your 
testimony? 

Ask God to guide you and to open your eyes to the opportunities He places 
before you. Then you can invite others to also hope in God.  

As we share in the hope we know and have experienced in God, our 
brother- and sisterhood with others will also grow. God is raising up a new 
family for Himself. Rejoice, praise Him, and live as faithful witnesses to His 
loyal love.  

Pray:   Thank You, Lord, that I can be an instrument which points to Your 
loyal love. Please guide my words and the consistency of my actions. 



17 June 
“O Israel, hope in the LORD, for the LORD exhibits loyal love and is more than 

willing to deliver.” Ps 130:7 

Have you been to museums or galleries where you can engage with the 
exhibits? Have you also been to galleries or museums which had a strictly 
“hands-off” policy? You could see what was there but, while your hands 
may have anxiously wanted to reach out and engage, it was not allowed. 

God’s Word contains many amazing and most excellent stories of His 
loving care, strength and faithfulness. These all stem from His loyal love 
(Ps 130:7a). However, they are not simply stories. 

As the psalmist wrote, God “is more than willing to deliver” (Ps 130:7b). He 
does not simply recount what has happened; he tells us what will happen. 

Draw near and glorify God for His faithfulness.  

Pray:  Dearest Lord God, thank You for Your real and tangible examples of 
loyal love. 

 
18 June 
“O Israel, hope in the LORD, for the LORD exhibits loyal love and is more than 

willing to deliver.” Ps 130:7 

Over the past few days, we have come to the realisation of God’s loyal 
love. We have come to understand that it is not simply exhibited. Instead, 
the Lord stands ready to deliver.   

Knowing this, we can now stand and proclaim with the psalmist, “hope in 
the Lord” (Ps 130:7).  

We know God’s loyal love. We know the closeness of His presence and 
how He stands ready to deliver. Let us embrace the hope of these realities, 
drawing ever closer in trust and obedience. 

Let us, too, call others to this hope we know. 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, what hope we have in You. We know the 
wonder of Your loyal love. We know the experience of having You deliver 
us through Jesus. Thank You for our hope and Your faithfulness. 



19 June 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we 

do not see. For by it the people of old received God’s commendation.” 
Heb 2-11:1  

As winter begins to set in, may our thoughts and prayers go to those who 
have gone before us. They may be those in the winter of their years, or 
those saints gone to be with the Lord (1 Pet 2:9). 
For those saints still living among us, may we extend loving care, assisting 
them to do the things which they find more challenging to do (Gal 6:1).  
Allow time too for simple fellowship (Heb 10:25). This can be a mutually 
beneficial time as each is used by the Lord to bless and transform the 
other (Prov 27:17). 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for those You locate near me, whether near my 
home, work places, or near other familiar locations. Please open my eyes 
to those to whom You would extend care through me.  

 

I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can 

be thwarted … ~Job 42:2 

 
20 June 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we 

do not see.” Heb 11:1 

Our thoughts, prayers and compassion should be extended too to our 
elderly neighbours who do not yet know the Lord. Though they may have 
been living among us for some time, they do not yet appear to have 
accepted Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  
It may appear that they are not believers because their practices or 
pattern of worship is different to what we practice. Rather than assume, 
let us engage as the Lord’s brother James might, being quick to hear, slow 
to speak and slow to anger (1:19). In this way, we may determine the best 
way forward, as he did (Acts 15:13-29). 
Pray: Dear Lord, please help me to be gracious toward others. 



 21 June 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we 

do not see. For by it the people of old received God’s commendation.” 
Heb 2-11:1  

As we engage with others, particularly those of another generation, we 
may not get a true sense of their spiritual beliefs. We may not understand 
the basis of their hope. 

As we spend time supporting and encouraging our elderly neighbours, we 
discover that they are committed followers of the Lord. Let us encourage 
our Christian brothers and sisters in their faith and in their faithfulness. 
May we be an instrument of God’s faithful love as we point them back to 
renewed hope in Him (Ps 130:7). 
Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for drawing my attention to this child 
of God. Please help me to be a gracious, wise, and faithful witness for Your 
glory. 

 
22 June 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we 

do not see. For by it the people of old received God’s commendation.” 
Heb 2-11:1  

If Jesus is not their Lord and Saviour, let us be salt and light, pointing them 
to God our Saviour (Matt 5:13-16). 
 
Whatever their beliefs, may we be gracious and kind. If God would so use 
us, we may be His instrument in drawing others to Himself. But let us not 
draw attention to ourselves. Rather, by dutiful service, like Joseph showed 
(Gen 39:3), may we cause others to see the Lord at work.  
 
Pray: Dear Father God, please guide me in my interactions with these 
neighbours. Please help me to love them well so that they may be willing to 
accept the reality of You. 



23 June 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we 

do not see.” Heb 11:1 

Rather than living saints, our winter thoughts may run to those who have 
already faced their final winter. 
These faithful witnesses may be beloved family members who have gone 
before us. In some cases, we may be mourning those whom God seemed 
to take too soon.  
While their best years seemed to be ahead of them, and their prime of life 
not yet achieved, they were no more.  
Though we will likely look back with deep sadness, God chose to allow this. 
We cannot know His purposes here; we do not know His plan. However, 
we can know with certainty that He held us through this grief, and He also 
shared in it with us (John 11:35). 
Pray: Dear Lord, I do not understand why my loved one was taken so soon. 
I know that You held me through the pain. I trust that You held, and hold, 
them too. Please help me to release all grief to You. 

 
24 June 
“For by [faith] the people of old received God’s commendation.” Heb 11:2 

Yesterday, we remembered those whom God seemed to have taken too 
soon.  
There are others too who seemed to be taken too soon. The older we get, 
the older our expectations appear to become, so that many appear to go 
too soon. We see so much ahead for them yet, we hear their plans and 
dreams. But God, in His wisdom, holds the perfect plan.  
Please help me to accept that my dear friends are now being taken too. 
Please help me to guide back any who are straying so that they may know 
eternity with You (Jas 5:19-20). 
Thank You for those who have been guides for me.  
Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, please give me the words which will speak to the 
spirits of those who have begun to stray from You.  



25 June 
“For by [faith] the people of old received God’s commendation.” Heb 11:2 

Some of our beloved relatives may have lived long and fruitful days before 
God. We rejoice in their testimony and thank God for the witness they 
were to us. We remember them with fondness and thank God  that they 
were with us for a long journey. We look forward to meeting them again in 
eternity. 
As we experience this winter, maybe we too are in our autumn or winter 
years. Are you resting your hope in Jesus? 
If not, turn to Him today, and ask Him to place some of His witnesses 
beside you.  
Though this season may be challenging, like Paul, we can thank God for 
the opportunities to be a witness (Phil 1:21), or to experience the 
witnessing of others. 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for making a way for me to know 
reconciliation with the Father.  

 

You keep track of my misery. Put my tears in your leather 

container! Are they not recorded in your scroll? ~Ps 56:8 

 
26 June 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we 

do not see.” Heb 11:1 

Our thoughts can also go to heroes of the faith who have gone before us. 
We can read their stories and be prompted by their passion for the Lord 
and His people. What a joy it is to see God’s hand at work in another’s life. 
How faithfully God leads. 

God is also faithfully leading us in our engagements. While we are reading 
about these heroes of the faith, He may be planting ministry or mission 
seeds in our spirits.  

Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, I seek to follow faithfully wherever You should 
lead.  



27 June 
 “By faith we understand that he worlds were set in order by God’s 

command, so that the visible has its origin in the invisible.”  Heb 11:3 

Covid 19 has brought vast changes into our lives. 

Those things which were taken for granted and familiar just two years ago, 
like meeting together at church and enjoying fellowship afterwards, or 
joining many others for a game at the cricket ground, have become 
managed and regulated events.  

Yes, there have been some incredible blessings which have come through 
because of the changes too, such as a greater appreciation for health-care 
workers and older family members. I believe we have also grown to be 
more grateful for opportunities to come together in a shared space. 

Our understanding of the full extent of the Covid-related changes may not 
occur for several years yet, but by faith we can understand that God is in 
control (Heb 11:3). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the good things which have come from 
Covid 19. Please help us to appreciate our blessings and be mindful that 
others have paid a far greater cost. 

 
28 June 

“By faith we understand that he worlds were set in order by God’s 
command, so that the visible has its origin in the invisible.”  Heb 11:3 

We do not know the invisible powers at play, or at war, during this Covid 
season.  

We can have faith that God is in control (Heb 11:3), even while it may 
sometimes appear that the enemy has a winning hand (Mark 15:37).  

In faith, let us continue to look for the Lord’s hand and will. He will be 
victorious. While we keep our focus on Him, we can be ready to serve 
when He calls us. (Matt 24:42, 45-47).  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to stay focused on You and the work of 
Your Kingdom. 



29June 
“By faith we understand that he worlds were set in order by God’s 

command, so that the visible has its origin in the invisible.”  Heb 11:3 

During these strange times, we may have been able to witness to Jesus’s 
love through our patience, loving encouragement, and support of others. 

There will be some who will fall away, just as they did in Jesus’s own day 
(John 6:66). Pray that we may be able to turn some back to friendship with 
God over friendship with the world (Jas 4:4; 5:19-20). 

Jesus Himself instructed us to “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you” (Matt 5:44). Further, we are to be ready to forgive 
generously (Matt 18:22). Where we struggle to respond with patience and 
love in our own strength, let us ask God for His enabling.  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to see others as You see them. Please 
also protect me and give me wisdom as I seek to love and forgive those 
who have acted against me. 

 
30 June 

“…lead a life worthy of the calling …making every effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Eph 4:1, 3 NRSV 

As we finish another Devotional, let us make every effort to live at peace 
with others, reflecting the “unity of the Spirit” (Eph 4:3) in our lives, and 
being willing to offer loving acceptance, without compromising the truths 
of Scripture.  

May we be encouragers of others to cast off fear and to persevere (Jas 1:2-
4). We know that God is faithful and that He is working all things together 
for good (Rom 8:28). 

As they, and we, draw nearer to God, He will also draw nearer to us (Jas 
4:8). He continues to reveal deeper levels of His incredible, fathomless 
unconditional love (Eph 3:17-19) and His priceless grace. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help us to continue in loyalty and love.  



 
  

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 

other, for love covers a multitude of sins …  

God has given each of you a gift from [H]is great variety of 

spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  

… Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 

everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. 

All glory and power to [H]im forever and ever! Amen.” (1 Pet 4:8, 

10-11 NLT) 

The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts, and we 

pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 

Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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