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This devotional is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide 
Jesus’ followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is 

never, under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 

message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 

things’ (Joel 2:20).  2020 

PURE 
Devotional Ministry 



 
 

Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 

meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 

Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 

Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 

3:18 HCSB*) 

 

PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 

Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV) of 

the Holy Bible. 
 

 
 

 

1 October 
“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

As we begin the last quarter of this incredible year, let us remember that, 
in our heartache and pain, in our isolation and disconnection, in our 
protection and provision, in our illness, our strength and our perseverance, 
God has been with us. He is the great Immanuel, God with us (Matt 1:23).   

As each new day begins, let us resolve to give our all in every situation, 
knowing that God is with us, to strengthen, to lead and to guide us by His 
wisdom. Step forward with courage, but also with grace and wisdom, 
being mindful of the care of others, and all guidelines which do not 
contravene God’s will. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me in walking in faithfulness, while 
keeping my complete trust in You.  



2 October 
“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

Through this “hinge” year, connecting life as we knew it to the redefined 
next season, I believe that we have grown in empathy and understanding.  

Through isolation, we have probably felt more tangibly the separation 
from loved ones. May this widen our hearts for those who have lost or are 
separated from loved ones on a more permanent basis. 

Through health scares, the rigours of testing, or enforced isolation, we 
may have experienced more deeply the importance of healthcare workers. 
May we show more understanding and patience with those who have 
committed their hearts, minds, and service to supporting the health of 
others.  

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for those whom You have called to care 
for others. Please be present in a special way with them, and also with those 
who are feeling isolated from loved ones. Thank You for being with us. 

 
3 October  

“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

During this “hinge” season, we may also have been called to engage with 
others in ways which were stretching or confronting. 

Maybe you had to join in with online interactions for the very first time. 
Zoom get-togethers, breakout rooms, live-stream church and Facebook 
church fellowship may have become familiar during this season. Though 
these platforms were beneficial for some, a delight for others, and a 
source of dread for still others, they were enablers for contact. 
Alternatively, you may have experienced more alone times, without access 
to others, even online.  

Though family members, friends or visitors may not have been able to be 
physically present, God was still with you, Immanuel (Matt 1:23). You were 
also upheld in love and prayers by other believers, locally and worldwide.   

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the comfort of Your presence.  



4 October 
“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

Perhaps your challenge during this season was homeschooling. Though 
others may choose to homeschool their children, you never felt called to 
this method of education until Covid. 
While homeschooling can be a challenging experience, especially at short 
notice, it can also be enriching. It can draw you closer to your child’s level, 
as you travel together as co-learners. 
If this is still your experience, commit this special time to God’s guidance, 
asking Him to enable you in each task, each learning opportunity, and each 
moment of togetherness. May He also enrich your play time, and give you 
opportunities to be apart, and alone with Him (Matt 1:23). 

Pray: Dearest Abba Father, thank You for the things which You are 
teaching me during this season. Thank You for being with me. 

 

… love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 

back … and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is 

kind to ungrateful and evil people.  ~Luke 6:35 NET 

 
5 October  

“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

For some, employment was the biggest Covid challenge.  

Maybe you were run off your feet, meeting new challenges or needing to 
complete the usual tasks in a completely new, perhaps non-contact, way? 
Perhaps you lost your job or were underutilised, feeling disconnected, or 
fearful about the future?  

For most, Covid caused change. This may have brought heartache or 
delight. In either case, God was not surprised by this (Ps 139:16). In His 
own way, He had been preparing you for this season. He is walking beside 
you in it (Matt 1:23), and will never leave you nor forsake you (Heb 13:5).  

Give Him the fears you have been carrying (1 Pet 5:7).  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for relieving me of my fears and heartache. 



6 October  
“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

For others, the biggest Covid challenge was financial. Whether or not 
connected to employment, Covid, the isolation or travel issues, the ripple 
effects may have caused financial heartache and uncertainty.  

Now, with help programs winding back, fears may be heightened.  

Fear not. God knows what you need (Luke 12:30). Come to Him in trust 
(Jas 1:5-8), and be ready to follow as He prompts (John 3:27). God is your 
strength (Phil 4:13) and your comforter (John 14:16). Look to Jesus as your 
role-model (Heb 12:2). 

Pray: Dearest Abba Father, thank You for Your faithfulness in all things. 
Please help me to endure with patience, courage, hope, and trust.  

 
7 October 

“… they shall call his name Immanuel (… God with us).” Matt 1:23 

Whatever challenges may have pressed in on you this year, Beloved, know 
that God is with you (Matt 1:23). While this year may be “unprecedented,” 
God, the omnipresent Alpha and Omega (Rev 22:13), was not surprised (Ps 
139:16).  
 
When you begin to panic and lose hope, remember to breathe and recite  

“Be still, and know that I am God,” (Ps 46:10), 

“Be still, and know that I am” 

“Be still, and know” 

“Be still”  

“Be” 

Hold this confident assurance in your heart, and feel God’s presence with 
you. His eyes are on you, and He is offering you His peace (John 14:27).  

Pray: My Good, Good Father, thank You for Your close presence. Please 
help me to hold firmly to Your peace and the comfort of Your love.  



8 October 
“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did." John 4:29 

Have you heard about the man who sent one note each to four people he 
knew, and the next day they all left town? He wrote, “I know what you 
did.” 

He may or may not have known what they did. What they “did” may not 
have been enough to make them leave town under normal circumstances. 
However, “knowing” that another knew or suspected, was a deterrent 
from staying. 

God knows all that we have done. He knows the details of good deeds and 
of bad deeds too. He knows our reasons for doing the good deeds, 
whether from the kindness of our hearts, or from other motives. He also 
knows our hearts and how we came to do bad deeds. Repent of these, and 
offer up any self-glorifying motives for His healing too. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I can come to You knowing that You 
already know all the details. Thank You for loving me anyway. 

 
9 October 

“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did." John 4:29 

When Jesus met the woman at the well and “told [her] all that [she] ever 
did” (John 4:29), the woman was not left with a heart-lurching sense of 
guilt and shame. I believe that Jesus spoke to her with grace and 
forgiveness, knowing the true repentance in her heart.  

Let us not be hesitant in approaching Jesus, even when He knows all that 
we have done. He knows all that we have done, and He still loves us (1 
John 4:19). His love for us is not based on our actions. He loves us because 
He is love and, through His love, our hearts will be transformed, and our 
actions can be redeemed.  

Come, and ask His forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I can come to You and experience 
forgiveness, transformation, and restoration. I am Yours. 



10 October 
“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did." John 4:29 

The woman Jesus met went to the well about noon (John 4:6). This was an 
uncommon time to go, so meeting others there then would have been 
uncommon. Perhaps she felt a sense of shame.  

Remember the man who sent notes to four people he knew? They left in 
shame.  

After Jesus touched her life, the woman did not carry a sense of shame. 
Instead, she “went away into town and said to the people, ‘Come, see a 
man who told me all that I ever did’" (John 4:28-29).  

We can come with open hearts, hands, minds, and spirits to the Lord. We 
can experience reconciliation through Him too. 

Pray: Thank You Lord, for openly accepting me.  

 

Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find 

life, righteousness, and honor. ~Prov 21:21  

 
11 October 

“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did." John 4:29 

Knowing that Jesus knows all that we have ever done is not the same as 
feeling accepted by Him. We need to acknowledge and accept our guilt. 
We need to take responsibility for our part in those thoughts, words or 
actions. We need to repent of them, and ask Jesus for His forgiveness. 

This may not happen quickly, because we may not be ready to ask Jesus 
for His forgiveness immediately. We may choose to hide our sins (Rom 
3:23). We may choose to hide in the darkness and continue with our sin 
pattern (Eph 5:7-11). We may choose to hide from our responsibility (Acts 
5:8-9). Instead, choose to come to the light and seek forgiveness (1 John 
1:9). This light can push back on the darkness (1 John 1:6), freeing us to 
live more fully in the light of His love, grace, and forgiveness. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for forgiving me, and for Your grace. 



12 October 

"…if we walk in the light, as [H]e is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another …." 1 John 1:7 

Jesus is the light of the world (John 9:5). When we follow Him, we “will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  

Walking in the light makes a huge difference in life. Practically, it saves 
shins and toes. These are the shins and toes which bump into furniture 
during night-time wanderings in the dark. More importantly, consciously 
walking with “the light of the world” (John 8:12) casts darkness from our 
spirits, our hearts and our minds.  

Is today a dark day for you? 

If so, come to Jesus and experience the healing light of His love and grace 
(Matt 11:28). Come. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the light that You are pouring over my 
dark thoughts, my fears and my anxieties. Please help me to experience the 
light of Your love in the depths of my soul. 
 

 
13 October 

"…if we walk in the light, as [H]e is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another …." 1 John 1:7 

When we walk with Jesus in the light, we can have fellowship with Him (1 
John 1:7). We begin to have a clearer vision through His eyes as we focus 
on engaging with others as He might. Be His hands and feet. 

His Holy Spirit opens our understanding and lifts us from the selfishness of 
seeing things only from our perspective. In the light, shadows fall away, 
and fears and dark imaginings are emptied of their threat. The seeds of 
hope, joy, peace and laughter begin to flourish in the light. 

Come and know close fellowship with the Lord, leaning into Him (Ps 23:3). 
Come and know restoration and renewal (Rev 21:5).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for rescuing me from the dark. You are life.  



14 October  
"…if we walk in the light, as [H]e is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another …." 1 John 1:7 

Walking in the light of God’s love brings us into fellowship with Jesus. 
Walking in His light also brings us fellowship with others (1 John 1:7). As 
we walk together, we know fellowship with God and begin to see His 
image reflected in those among us (Gen 1:26-27). In the light of His love, 
we can see them as He sees them, and we are able to shine His love on 
them through generously loving in word and action.  

Be open to journeying with others, allowing them to shine the light of 
God’s love and grace on your life. Allow them to also bring the light of 
divine wisdom and truth, adding clarity and discernment to all things, 
especially those with which you struggle. Together, come before the Lord’s 
throne, to be guided by His wisdom (Jas 1:5). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the guidance You give to me through 
others. 

 
15 October 
"…if we walk in the light, as [H]e is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another …." 1 John 1:7 

We can have fellowship with other Christians as we live in submission to 
Jesus. If “we walk in the light, as [H]e is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another …." (1 John 1:7). In this fellowship, we can be God’s 
instruments in guiding others as we walk together in the light.   

We can be God’s instruments as faithful witnesses (1 Tim 4:15-16). We 
may be summoned to shine the light more brightly for those who are at 
risk of falling into darkness (Titus 2:1-8).  

We may be called to shine God’s light over wayward actions, summoning 
our brothers and sisters back to the true path as God leads (Jas 5:19-20). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to faithfully journey with others in 
discipleship under You. 



16 October 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus."  Rom 8:1 

Jesus, the living and true God (1 Thes 1:9), the light of the world (John 
8:12), invites us to place our trust in Him, and to receive His grace and 
fellowship (Rev 3:20). 

When we confess the ways that we have strayed (Luke 15:21), we are 
ready to accept the forgiveness, love and grace which God has been 
waiting to extend (Luke 15:20; 2 Pet 3:9). Then, like the faithful believers in 
Rome, we can know that “There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus" (Rom 8:1).  

Open your heart to allow Jesus to be your Lord of all. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for accepting me without 
condemnation. 

 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other … ~Col 3:12 

 
17 October 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus."  Rom 8:1 

Sometimes our hearts are deceived by the enemy, and we do not even 
realise that we have strayed. It is similar to being so engrossed with our 
mobile phones that we are not paying attention to those around us. 

Stop! 

Be attentive to the One who is with you (Matt 1:23) and keep short 
accounts with Him. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to ways that you 
have turned aside. He will not condemn you (Rom 8:1), but will gently lead 
you back to fullness with Christ.  

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, thank You for guiding me with quiet wisdom. 



.18 October 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus."  Rom 8:1 

Sometimes we allow fears, anxieties, old habits, and past sins to steal our 
strength and sense of purpose, and to keep us trapped in a state of 
condemnation.  

You are so much more than an accumulated product of your worst 
choices, failures and sins. You are not condemned (Rom 8:1). You have 
accepted the sacrifice, grace and amazing love of God. and you are His 
beloved child (1 Pet 2:10; Gal 3:25-29).  

Lay down all the lies that the enemy would have you believe, casting them 
before God’s throne (1 Pet 5:7). As you resist the devil, he will flee from 
you (Jas 4:7). Follow Jesus’s example, and use God’s Word (Matt 4:3-11) 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes and heart to all chains which are 
keeping me trapped in fear or anxiety.  

  
19 October 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus."  Rom 8:1 

As joyful children of God, released through the sacrifice of Jesus, we can 
reject the prison of condemnation (Rom 8:1). Jesus’s death released us 
from the prison of sin (1 John 1:9). He, through His death, has earned 
reconciliation with the Father for us. Through pouring out His blood, Jesus 
has defeated death (1 Cor 15:55-57).  

But Jesus not only released us from death (Rom 8:2); He has also gained 
life and freedom for us. Jesus wants us to “have life and have it 
abundantly” (John 10:10b). 

Live in freedom and joy, and invite others to know Jesus as their Lord and 
Saviour (Matt 28:19-20).  

Pray: Dearest Jesus, thank You for the joyful privilege of being reconciled to 
the Father through Your death. I seek to live my life in freedom, being salt 
and light for Your glory.  



20 October 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus."  Rom 8:1 

When Jesus invites us to have life to the full, does it mean that we can live 
life any way we want? 

Is Jesus Lord of your life? Then, live consistently with the fact that Jesus is 
Lord of your life. This means that we are not simply to add a tag of 
“Christian” to our identity and then follow the whims of our own hearts. 

James admonished his readers for racing ahead of, and not even 
consulting, God about their plans (Jas 4:13-15). If Jesus is truly our Lord 
then He has an input on every aspect of our lives. As James also says, 
“…whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin” 
(Jas 4:17). Living free of condemnation (Rom 8:1) does not mean living free 
of consideration or consultation. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to follow You faithfully.  

 
21 October  

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus."  Rom 8:1 

Freedom from condemnation does not mean that we can use our freedom 
to cause another to feel condemned.  

When we “use our freedom as an opportunity for the flesh” (Gal 5:13a), we 
are not showing kindness or grace to our fellow believers. Instead, through 
our behaviour, we may be placing them in a compromising position (Luke 
17:1-3). The freedom we exercise to indulge may be, to them, a trap 
toward sin (Jas 1:14-15). That is not the way to “serve one another” 
through love (Gal 5:13b).  

Peter calls his readers to live “as people who are free, not using your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God” (1 Pet 2:16). 
In exercising our freedom with wisdom, we can serve God and each other. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the freedom You won for me. 
Please help me to use it wisely, to serve You and others. 



22 October 
“I love [Y]ou, O LORD, my strength." Ps 18:1 

Rejoice in the Lord and in the wonder of His love. Seek Him today, and 
know His faithful presence with you. 

Where shall you seek Him? 

Spend time in His Word and know His special closeness. Spend time 
outdoors and hear Him whisper in the sounds of nature. Spend time with 
others and know His loving care of you as you lovingly fellowship with 
them. 

God is with you and goes before you. When you seek Him, He will draw 
near (Jas 4:8). Look for His hand in the natural beauties around you. Then 
glorify Him. Acknowledge His greatness and experience His strength in 
your weakness (Phil 4:13). Love Him in loving others (Jas 1:27). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for strengthening me as I pour out Your love on 
others.  

 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching 

of kindness is on her tongue.   ~Prov 31:26 

 

 
23 October  

“I love [Y]ou, O LORD, my strength." Ps 18:1 

Today you may be saying, with David, ““I love[Y]ou, O LORD, my strength" 
(Ps 18:1). 

You may be declaring this in joyful celebration of God’s saving work. You 
are singing God’s praises from the mountaintop. You have personally 
witnessed His faithfulness, and the world should know of the wonder of 
God’s love!  

The world should know! God’s love is faithful, and we are right to praise 
Him for His faithfulness. Let us not be silent, but give God the glory, that 
others may know and experience His grace, faithfulness, and strengthening.   

Pray: O God, I praise You for Your faithfulness in strengthening me. 



24 October 
“I love [Y]ou, O LORD, my strength." Ps 18:1 

Today, rather than a mountaintop, you may find yourself in a deep valley. 
Yet, with David, you can still declare, “I love[Y]ou, O LORD, my strength" 
(Ps 18:1). 

You know that God is your strength. Though you are feeling weak and 
embattled, God is your enabler. He is strengthening you for the walk 
through this valley. Even though you are weak, He is strong. Like Paul, you 
can boast in your weaknesses, “so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
[you]” (2 Cor 12:9b). His grace is sufficient (9a). 

Yes, you may be in a valley today. While the enemy of your soul would try 
to convince you otherwise, you are not alone (Ps 23:4). The Lord has not 
forgotten nor forsaken you (Heb 13:5). Look up and seek God’s heart. He 
“is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit” (Ps 34:18).  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that You walk with me, strengthening me. 

 
25 October 

“I love [Y]ou, O LORD, my strength." Ps 18:1 

Today may be a mountaintop for you but a deep valley for someone 
beloved to you. Do not hide the strength and blessings which God has 
poured over your life. These, shared with grace and wisdom, can be a 
beautiful sign of God’s faithfulness to those struggling in the valley.  

Declare God’s faithfulness. Bring renewed hope to those who are 
struggling with valley-living. Remind them to keep their eyes on the Lord. 
Remind them of His faithfulness, His strength, and His unconditional love 
(Rom 8:31-39). 

Ask the Lord for other ways that He might use you to help strengthen your 
beloved. Be the one who is there to help your companions when they fall 
(Eccl 4:9-10). Be the Lord’s hands and feet, helping another with bearing 
their burdens (Gal 6:2). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for the opportunity to sing Your praises and to be a 
blessing to others as You strengthen them. 



26 October  
“My grace is sufficient for you …” Eph 2:8 

When we walk through the valley, we can feel incredibly downcast. We 
feel unworthy of God’s love. We may even feel abandoned by Him. Surely 
we would not be going through this valley if God genuinely loved us, we 
may rationalise.  

That is human wisdom.  

By God’s wisdom, grace and permission, this is the valley before us. 
Though it may feel like death, or include a close association with death, 
God has promised to be with us (Ps 23:4a). We do not need to fear evil “for 
[Y]ou are with me; [Y]our rod and [Y]our staff, they comfort me” (Ps 23:4b). 

Walk in His grace, confident of the comfort of His love, and resist the lies 
of the one who comes to taunt you (Jas 4:7). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I thank You for pouring out Your grace over my life, 
my heart, and my situation. I know that Your grace is sufficient for me. 

 
27 October 

“My grace is sufficient for you …” Eph 2:8 

Yesterday we acknowledged that Christians can, and do, experience valley 
experiences. Some may go through intensely painful valleys, others may 
appear to go through far fewer times of intense difficulty.  

Perhaps we could think about it as the sort of preparation needed to make 
a tool. If a tool is metal, it is likely to undergo treatments which involve 
intense heat in order to be successfully prepared for its purpose. If a tool, 
or implement, is wooden instead, the preparations might involve cutting, 
shaping, paring and smoothing. Each is suited to the purpose for which 
service is needed.  

God also prepares us to be instruments for His glory and purposes. Though 

the preparations you have undergone may be different to that of another, 
God’s grace is sufficient for each (Eph 2:8). Submit and be strengthened.  

Pray:  Thank You, Dearest Lord, for Your amazing grace. Thank You that it 
is sufficient for my needs.  



28 October 
“My grace is sufficient for you …” Eph 2:8 

Today, as a Christian, you may be going through a valley experience. Do 
not assume that this is a punishment or that God has cast you away from 
Him. God can, and does, use valley experiences for His transformational 
purposes (Jas 1:2-4).   

God would not allow them if they would not be useful to His purposes 
(Gen 50:20). Yes, they may be a consequence of our sinfulness. Perhaps 
we need a time of difficulty in order to “come to our senses.” Perhaps we 
need to experience times of struggle in order to teach us about 
pridefulness and help us to grow in gratitude.  God knows our hearts. He is 
familiar with all our ways, and He knows the best combination of blessings 
and challenges which will be used to perfect us. Trust in the sufficiency of 
His grace and wisdom (Eph 2:8). 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for the generosity of Your grace. 

 

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 

through Jesus Christ … to the praise of his glorious grace, 

with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  ~Eph 1:4-6 

 
29 October 

“My grace is sufficient for you …” Eph 2:8 

We know our hearts and we know that we sometimes fail. We do not 
know the inner hearts of others, though. We need to guard against making 
judgments about them. We cannot judge that the valley experiences of 
others are caused by sinfulness (Jas 4:11-12). Only God knows their inner 
hearts and only God is their judge (Jas 5:9). 

When others are suffering in valley experiences, continue to faithfully love 
them. Pray for them, and ask God to guide you in how you can lovingly 
support them. God’s grace is sufficient to sustain them (Eph 2:8), but He 
often works through others to effect His purposes. Be ready to serve.  

Pray: Please forgive me, Lord, for jumping in with judgment. Help me to love. 



30 October  
“My grace is sufficient for you …” Eph 2:8 

When one beloved to you is going through a valley experience, it can be 
incredibly tempting to do everything within your power to protect them. 
This may include financially, emotionally, temporally, or physically 
exhausting yourself. Though your heart and will is to protect them, your 
actions may actually be countering the transformation which God is 
achieving. He may be waiting for you to stop “saving” them so that His 
true salvation can be effected.  

How can we know whether we are countering God’s plan? 

Ask Him. Raise your beloved before His throne in intercession. You know 
that His grace is sufficient for them (Eph 2:8). You can pray and ask how He 
might use you to effect His will instead of your own (Jas 4:15).  

Above all, you can trust God. While they are beloved to you, God loves and 
cares for them with complete wisdom, knowledge and awareness (Ps 
139:16; Rev 22:13). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for Your loving care of this person whom I 
hold in deepest love. Thank You for Your sufficient grace over them. You are 
their true Saviour. 

 
31 October 

“My grace is sufficient for you …” Eph 2:8 

However, or for whomever, there is a valley experience, we can trust in 
God’s wisdom, omniscience, grace and unconditional love (Rom 8:31-39). 

He is calling each one to perfection through His perfect timing, wisdom, 
grace, and love (2 Pet 3:8-9). We can trust in Him to guide us. He is guiding 
us on our journeys, including through the valleys. He is also ready to guide 
us in how we love and support others. 

Call on Him and ask Him to lead you by His guidance. His grace is sufficient 
(Eph 2:8) and His strength is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor 12:9).  

Pray: Thank You, Father God, for leading us with Your loving kindness, grace, 
and wisdom.  



1 November 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 

been called ….” Eph 4:1  

Have you had the experience of wearing “team colours” for the first time? 
Perhaps you were, instead, easily identifiable as an employee of a 
particular organisation, or as a volunteer at a particular ministry? You may 
have experienced pride at belonging to this group, but you may have also 
known the honour and responsibility of being so identified. Through your 
actions, you could bring honour or dishonour to this group, team or 
ministry. 

When we represent Jesus as His ambassadors, how much more should we 
be aware of acting and speaking in ways which bring honour and glory to 
Him and the kingdom. 

Pray: Thank You, Oh Mighty Triune God, that You have called me to be 
included in Your Kingdom purposes. Please help me to serve You with 
honour, grace and wisdom.   

 
2 November 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy … with all humility ….” Eph 4:1-2  

When we serve the Lord with humility, we gratefully acknowledge God’s 
grace over our sinfulness. We know that, of ourselves, we are unworthy. 
But, through the grace, selflessness and sacrifice of Jesus, we are made 
worthy before the Father. Through the blood of our Lord Jesus, the Lamb, 
our sins, which were like scarlet, were made white as snow (Isa 1:18). 

Acknowledging our sinfulness (Rom 3:23) will prevent us from being 
prideful in our sense of calling. God wants all to turn to Him (John 3:16).  
God wants all to accept what Jesus has achieved for us (2 Pet 3:8-9). 

Through humility in witnessing to our calling, others may also know that 
sense of welcome which the Father offers. They will understand that they 
too can be counted among God’s beloved children. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to live humbly, obedient to Your call. 



3 November 

“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy … with all humility ….” Eph 4:1-2  

When we live in humility, we are living true to God’s call on our lives. 
James, the Lord’s brother, reminds us that “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble” (Jas 4:6). 

Let us put off any prideful ways and practices. Let us live instead in humble 
service, ready to lovingly witness to God’s grace and faithfulness, with 
gentleness and respect (1 Pet 3:15).  

Yes, we are an incredibly blessed people, to be called sons and daughters 
of our Creator God. However, we do not glory in ourselves, but in God.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to walk with others with humility and 
grace. 

 

… he saved us … by the washing of regeneration and 

renewal of the Holy Spirit … so that being justified by his 

grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life.   ~Titus 3:5-7 

 
4 November 
“I … urge you to walk in a manner worthy … with all humility ….” Eph 4:1-2  

Living in humility does not mean living as a slave to the needs and desires 
of anyone and everyone. Jesus did not live as a doormat, but He 
consistently lived a life submitted to the Father’s will (John 5:36).  

That is His call on our lives too, to live in submission to the Father. Jesus is 
our role-model. In following His example, we are to seek God’s will, ask the 
Holy Spirit for guidance, and be submissive in courageous obedience. We 
are not called to think less of ourselves, but rather to think of ourselves 
less. Thinking less of ourselves is inconsistent with knowing our 
belovedness to God. Thinking of ourselves less is consistent with living in 
humility before God (Eph 4:1-2).   

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your example of humble service. 



5 November 
“I … urge you to walk … with all … gentleness ….” Eph 4:1-2  

When we look at the life of Jesus, we see that “a bruised reed [H]e will not 
break, and a faintly burning wick [H]e will not quench …” (Isa 42:3).  

Jesus is our living example of gentleness (Eph 4:1-2). He was kind-hearted 
with those whom that culture regarded as “unclean.” The woman who had 
battled with the issue of blood for twelve long years was not admonished 
for touching Him (Lev 15:19). Rather, He called her daughter and said, 
“…your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your 
disease” (Mark 5:34).   

We are called to walk with all gentleness (Eph 4:1-2). This means that we 
need to be ready to love those among whom God has placed us, and those 
whom God sends to interact with us. May they receive the same non-
judgmental gentleness which Jesus showed to this woman.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to follow Your example of loving gentleness. 

 
6 November 

“I … urge you to walk … with all … gentleness ….” Eph 4:1-2  

Jesus, in His parable of the sheep and the goats, is affirming the call to 
gentle care, particularly without judgment. 

Through this story, Jesus asks us to see Him in the faces, hearts, and lives 
of those whom we are called to serve (Gen 1:26-27). To us, they may look 
like beggars, strangers, the ill, and the incarcerated. To Jesus they are 
beloved, and He calls us to serve Him in serving them (Matt 25:35-45).  

When we are given opportunities to serve others, may we see God’s image 
reflected in them, and serve them as if it was Jesus who stood or lay 
before us (Jas 2:14-16; 3:9). Let us serve with gentleness. As the author of 
Hebrews reminds us, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares” (Heb 13:2).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for being judgmental in my care of 
others. Help me to see You in whom You send.  



7 November 
“I … urge you to walk … with … patience ….” Eph 4:1-2  

Walking with patience is something we learn as we engage with the 
generations before and after us.  

When we walk with little ones, the exercise of patience may initially be 
related to building strength with little legs. Later, we may need to learn 
patience as curious minds lead little legs in all directions except the 
purposed one. Patience with teens may necessitate purposefully walking 
behind or racing to keep up.  

Patience in our walk with older relatives may be necessary to avoid having 
them race to keep up. Whatever the age of our companions, may our 
fellowship together be companionable, with patience in spirit as well as in 
feet. Though we walk together today, tomorrow is not promised (Jas 4:15). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for my walking companions, whether in stepping 
forward together or on the journey of life together. I am grateful for 
companions as we stumble onward. 

 
8 November 

“I … urge you to walk … with … patience ….” Eph 4:1-2  

Our walk with God also needs to be exercised with patience (Eph 4:1-2). 
We might be regularly tempted to say, and may say, “Are we there yet?” 
God would have us learn patience.  

Does that mean that God purposefully makes life difficult or challenging so 
that we are forced to learn patience?  

No, I don’t believe so. As parents, teachers or older siblings, we do not 
force others to learn. Rather, I believe we help them to recognise 
opportunities for learning. In a similar way, I believe that the Holy Spirit 
grows the fruit of patience in us by opening our understanding to what 
lays ahead, and by helping us to know that God is faithful. In this, we 
acquire patience.  

Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, thank You for leading me in acquiring the spiritual 
fruit of patience. 



9 November 
“I … urge you to walk … with … patience ….” Eph 4:1-2  

Whenever we are tempted to express our impatience, it is good to remind 
ourselves of how incredibly patient God has been with us. 

God sent His Son to atone for our sins, and patiently waited for us to 
realise the depth of our need of Him. With patience He has accepted our 
confession and Jesus’s sacrifice on our behalf. God has patiently borne 
with us as we fall and fail. God continues to show faithful love (Rom 5:8). 

May we be willing to walk with patience when some of our loved ones do 
not realise their need of God. May we be patient with our brothers and 
sisters when they fall and fail (Jas 5:19-20). May we continue to lean on God 
to faithfully love through us, offering ourselves with patience and grace. 

Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your patience with me. 

 

… may [you] know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God.   ~Eph 3:18-19 

 
10 November  

“I … urge you to walk … with … patience ….” Eph 4:1-2  

Patience is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22-23). 

As we live in submission to God, the fruits of the Holy Spirit become visible 
in our lives. They are not grown from our strength, but through the Holy 
Spirit’s work in our lives as we remain connected to the Lord. Jesus told us 
to abide in Him, as He abides in us. “As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
[M]e” (John 15:4). 

Remaining connected to the Lord means remaining in submission to Him. 
Our hearts, minds, and spirits will not bear fruit such as patience if we do 
not allow His will to be made manifest in our lives. Seek and follow Him in 
all your ways, keeping Him as your true Lord (Matt 16:24). 
Pray: Please help me, Lord, to abide faithfully in You.  



11 November 
“I … urge you [in] bearing with one another in love ….” Eph 4:1-2  

I sometimes think about how much easier driving would be if there were 
no other cars on the road. There would be no tail-gating, no drivers 
bullying to push in, and no unexpected idiocies. But that is not how it 
works, except, perhaps, during Covid lockdowns. 

Instead, we are urged to bear “with one another in love” (Eph 4:2). Does 
that mean we only need to show tolerance to our fellow Christians? 

No, I do not believe so. Each person we meet, whether in traffic or in life, 
has been made in the image of God (Gen 1:26-27). Each is deserving of the 
love which God would shower on them through us.  

May we be faithful conduits, even, and especially, for those with who 
being loving is difficult. 

Pray: Please guide me by Your Holy Spirit, Lord, in bearing with others in 
love. 

 
12 November 

“I … urge you [in] bearing with one another in love ….” Eph 4:1-2  

In bearing with one another in love, we are being called to be faithful 
witnesses to the Lord who called us to Himself (Eph 4:1-2). Jesus is the One 
whom we are representing.  

When we are reluctant to love faithfully, it is His reputation that we are 
sullying. When we lash out instead of bearing in love, it is His beloved who 
bears the consequences. It is also Jesus’s heart which breaks at the 
treatment we have made them suffer. 

Bear with one another in love. As Christians, we are all part of the Body of 
Christ, and are called to show love to one another. As image-bearers of 
God, we are also called to show care, consideration and loving grace to all 
of creation, and to respect as Jesus does all whose lives we touch (Matt 
25:35-45). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me when I am unloving toward others.  



13 November 
“I … urge you [to be] eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.” Eph 4:1-3  

As Christians, we are called to follow Christ (Matt 16:24). This does not 
mean that we all become identical, cookie-cutter replicas of each other. 
No, God made each of us to be individuals. God did not make us “fearfully 
and wonderfully” so that, at conversion, we would all look the same (Ps 
139:14). God celebrates our uniqueness. The Body of Christ is a unity in 
diversity. 

The Body of Christ is a unity in diversity. We are called to be “eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3). Being 
“eager” sounds purposeful, enthusiastic, dedicated, and committed.  

This is our calling. Set aside those things which could cause disunity and be 
eager, purposeful, enthusiastic, dedicated, and committed, with wisdom, 
to maintaining unity of the Spirit. Seek divine wisdom. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please guide me by Your wisdom as I seek to eagerly 
maintain the unity of the Spirit. 
 

 
14 November 
“I … urge you [to be] eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.” Eph 4:1-3  

Unity is generally not something which can be imposed from outside. To 
be in genuine unity, there needs to be a possibility of discernment, 
negotiation, and agreement.  Maintaining the “unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Eph 4:1-3) affirms the need for genuine agreement.  

May we be ready to set aside our personal agendas, and our own or 
group’s “favourite ways of doing things” and be willing and eager to 
maintain unity of the Spirit.  

Jesus is Lord and our Triune God lives in unity. His wisdom will guide us. 

Pray: Our Triune God, please guide and lead us according to Your wisdom, 
so that we may be able to eagerly maintain the unity of the Spirit. 



15 November 
“I … urge you [to be] eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.” Eph 4:1-3  

When we come together as the larger, fuller Body of Christ, may we be 
willing to overlook differences which might otherwise be divisive. May we 
emphasise the “unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:1-3) above 
any individual needs.  

Christ died for all. Let us not show partiality based on economics, gender, 
ethnicity, sexuality, or ideology. Let us instead be ready to see each as our 
neighbour, broken and in need of loving support (Luke 10:33-37). 

To the Romans, Paul wrote, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all” (Rom 12:18). As you hold the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, may you also be blessed with peace in body, mind, and 
spirit (John 14:27). 

Pray: Thank You, God, that You are holding me in Your perfect peace. 

 

For you are my rock and my fortress; and for your name’s 

sake you lead me and guide me …  ~Ps 31:3  

 
16 November 
“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered." 

Ps 32:1 

How blessed are we, knowing that we can approach the Lord’s throne in 
confession, and that Jesus will intercede for us (Rom 8:34), bringing 
forgiveness, cleansing, and restoration (1 John 1:9). 

Jesus knows that we are made of dust (Gen 2:7; Ps 103:14), and He knows 
that we fail (Rom 3:23), yet He still has compassion on us. He is willing to 
intercede on our behalf. Come, confess that you have strayed, rather than 
hide away, shrinking into darkness (Gen 3:10; John 12:46).   

Pray: Dear Lord, I confess my shortcomings and I fall on Your mercy. Thank 
You for Your forgiveness. Thank You that You cleanse me from all 
unrighteousness, even where I have not realised my failures. 



17 November 
“Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in 

whose spirit there is no deceit." Ps 32:2 

Do you wear glasses? Whether sunglasses, protective eyewear, or reading 
glasses, you have likely noticed that it becomes more difficult to see as the 
lenses become smudged. In a similar way, when we allow sin to “smudge” 
our souls, it is more difficult to see God as He truly is, and to become 
blinded to His love and His will. 

God is unchanging (Jas 1:17b). When it appears that God is acting out of 
character, it is likely that we are responding to our image of God rather 
than God’s true character. Maybe our vision has become “smudged” by sin. 

When this happens, let us go immediately and be reconciled to the Father 
through repentance and confession (1 John 1:9). Then, with spirits devoid 
of deceit, we are truly blessed (Ps 32:2).   

Come, and know true fellowship (Luke 15:20-24). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for restoring me to fellowship with You and the 
Father. 

 
18 November 

“Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in 
whose spirit there is no deceit." Ps 32:2 

Yesterday we looked at sin’s ability to distort our image of the Father. Our 
vision can become unclear when there is unconfessed sin in our lives.  

Does this mean that our inability to see God’s clear plan or vision must be 
caused by unconfessed sin? I don’t believe so. I know that God will 
sometimes keep the path ahead undisclosed for His own reasons. 
Sometimes, it may be that He wants us to simply focus on the present. At 
other times, it may simply be that we are not ready to see what lies ahead. 
If you had been able to peer ahead into the Covid challenges of 2020, 
could you have lived 2019 as you did? Trust God to reveal in His time. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please open my eyes to any deceit in my life.   



19 November 
“For day and night [Y]our hand was heavy upon me … I acknowledged my 

sin to [Y]ou, and I did not cover my iniquity …" Ps 32:4-5 

Maybe, like David, you know what it is like to have unconfessed sin in your 
life (Ps 32:3). God the Father knows how our spirits will be troubled and 
twisted by the presence of sin, and He calls us back to Himself (Eph 4:30-32).  

God seeks to have reconciliation with you because you are His beloved. He 
cares for you, wants fellowship with you, and has taken incredible steps to 
maintain that fellowship (John 3:16).   
When we allow sin to go unconfessed, the Holy Spirit will speak to our 
spirits, encouraging us to confess this sin. When we are not attentive to 
His voice, our minds, hearts, and spirits can become dulled to Him. 
Eventually, we may no longer be able to hear Him, just as our ears become 
dulled to accustomed sounds when we are not attentive. 
If you believe that you may have unconfessed sin, confess it now. If you 
are questioning whether you might have unconfessed sin, plan some quiet 
time before the Lord’s throne, a time to hear from God, and to confess. 
Pray:  Dear Holy Spirit, please restore my hearing to Your voice. I do not 
want to lose fellowship with You. 

 
20 November 

"… let everyone who is godly offer prayer to [Y]ou at a time when [Y]ou 
may be found …." Ps 32:6 

Come to the Lord. Come and offer prayers to Him, for yourself or for 
another.  

What a joyful privilege it is to pray to God. It is an opportunity to stand in 
God’s court and to know His presence with you. You may be asking for His 
grace, wisdom or provision for yourself (Jas 1:5, 17; 4:2-3). Alternatively, 
you may be interceding for another. In either case, you have an 
opportunity to come before the Creator and have an audience with Him 
(Ps 31:22). Come. God hears and is attentive to our prayers (1 Pet 3:12). 

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for hearing my prayer.  



21 November 
“You are a hiding place for me; [Y]ou preserve me from trouble ….”  7:32 Ps  

Do you enjoy playing hide and seek?  
My favourite version is Sardines. Instead of one seeker, in Sardines there is 
a nominated first hider. Seekers squish in beside the first hider until the 
final seeker finds the sardined group.  
When God is our hiding place (Ps 32:7), He is the One to whom we run for 
shelter. We know that we will be safe with Him. 

Is God the One in whom you seek shelter? If not, come to Him today and 
ask Him to reveal Himself to you. Allow yourself to be found by Him. Allow 
yourself to know His close presence. Be prepared to open your heart and 
your spirit to Him (Rev 3:20). He seeks to build your trust in Him, and for 
you to know Him as your loving Father. 
Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You that I can come and be with You. 

 

…the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done 

in faithfulness. He loves righteousness and justice; the 

earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. ~Ps 33:4-5 

 
22 November 
“You are a hiding place for me; [Y]ou preserve me from trouble ….”  7:32 Ps  

I praise God that I can come to Him and know Him to be a safe and loving 
Father. I thank Him for the shelter, acceptance, sense of belonging, safety 
and loving encouragement I can find in Him. I thank Him for sending Jesus as 
my Saviour, and I thank Him for His grace, mercy, forgiveness and 
unconditional love.  

I know that you may not have had the experience of a loving earthly 
father. I know, though, that our Father God would like to change your 
experience of fathers. Please allow Him to become a hiding place for you 
(Ps 32:7). He seeks to give you shelter. He seeks to heal you from past 
hurts, and to lead you toward resilience and Shalom.  
Pray: Loving Father, thank You for accepting me and welcoming me.  



23 November 
“You are a hiding place for me; [Y]ou preserve me from trouble ….”  7:32 Ps  

Rather than a fun game of hide and seek, some people hide for other 
reasons. 

Maybe, as a child, you were afraid of hidden dangers under beds or inside 
cupboards. Hiding was not a positive concept. When we can know a 
“hiding place” in God, He preserves us from trouble (Ps 32:7). He is our 
protector, the One to whom we can turn when we are in danger.   

God has promised to be with us when we feel threatened. “Even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for [Y]ou 
are with me” (Ps 23:4).  

Jesus came that we might be reconciled to the Father. Now, we do not 
even need to fear death (1 Cor 15:55). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for removing the threat of death. Thank You that I can 
feel safe hidden in You. 

 
24 November 
“You are a hiding place for me; [Y]ou preserve me from trouble ….”  7:32 Ps  

Maybe you learned hide and seek because you needed to hide from a 
scary person. Yes, there are people who will threaten our sense of safety. 
No, we do not have to tolerate that sense of threat, and we should take 
whatever steps are necessary to protect ourselves.  

God is our true hiding place, and He preserves us from trouble (Ps 32:7). 

Ask Him to give you guidance on the steps you need to take in order to 
keep yourself safe. God can lead you, through the wisdom of His Word and 
through His people. Be wise in the steps that you take to protect yourself. 

Apart from combatting physical danger, you can also ask God to lead you 
in living a life of integrity, spiritual maturity, grace, wisdom, resilience, and 
Shalom. He will lead you to those who will nurture you in body, mind, and 
spirit, for His glory (Ps 32:8; 68:6). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for guiding my choices and nurturing my friendships.  



25 November 
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 

you with [M]y eye upon you.”  8:32 Ps  

Some may be tempted to believe that God is just concerned to get you 
into the Kingdom, and, after that, you are on your own until you die. This 
is a lie! God is concerned with transforming and enriching your life and 
experience here on earth too. He truly cares for you, and seeks what is 
best for you, both now and for eternity. 

God wants to guide us in godly living (Ps 32:8a). He seeks our best, not to 
have us languishing in ignorance. God wants to instruct us in how to live 
well. He does not simply produce an instruction manual and then leave 
you to work it out. No, “I will counsel you with [M]y eye upon you” (Ps 
32:8b). God is concerned that you will do well, and He will be there to pick 
up the pieces when you feel like you are failing. He is there to direct you 
back onto the right path when you stray. He is also there when you fall 
over and may not quite know how to continue. God is there (Matt 1:23).  
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your loving attention and care. 

 
26 November 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 
you with [M]y eye upon you.”  8:32 Ps  

Do you have instruction manuals sitting, unopened, in drawers or inboxes? 
God stands ready to instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
[He] will counsel you with [His] eye upon you” (Ps 32:8). However, if we do 
not bother to pay attention to these instructions or to simply ignore God’s 
corrections, we may not quite achieve what God would like for us. 

We need to be attentive to how God is guiding us. We need to commit and 
make the changes that He is recommending. Sometimes that may mean 
giving us some things which we currently enjoy. It may mean taking on 
some new activities which hold little attraction now. Just remember that 
God has a perfect plan for your life (Ps 139:16; Jer 29:11). Trust Him. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive my reluctance. I now come in trust.  



27 November 
“Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one 

who trusts in the LORD.”  10:32 Ps  

Though we may feel broken, weak, and hurt, we can come with confidence 
to the Lord’s throne. On the cross we saw Jesus in His weakness as He took 
our sins upon Himself. To His throne, we can come in our weakness, 
knowing that He will not despise us (Isa 42:3).  

Jesus has suffered so that we may know reconciliation with the Father. 
Now He anoints us with His healing touch so that we may know healing 
and restoration (Luke 4:17-21).  

He seeks to instruct us on the best choices (Ps 32:8). Trust Him and know 
His steadfast love (Ps 32:10). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for accepting me in my brokenness. Thank 
You that, in You, I do not need to remain broken. I know that You are 
guiding me toward wholeness in You. 

 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on 

those who hope in his steadfast love, that he may deliver 

their soul from death and keep them alive in famine.  
~Ps 33:18-19 

 
28 November 
“Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one 

who trusts in the LORD.”  10:32 Ps  

Sometimes we have gone astray by our bad choices (Jas 1:13-15). Maybe 
we have been following earthly wisdom and desires (Jas 3:15-16; 4:1-4). 

Instead, build your trust in God and be led by heavenly wisdom (Jas 3:17). 
Then God will guide us in making better choices (Ps 32:8), and in following 
His will rather than our desires (Jas 1:13-15). Seek friendship with God and 
keep your trust in Him (Ps 32:10; Jas 4:4-8).  
Pray: Thank You, Lord, that You come closer as I seek You. Please help me to 
stay committed to Your wisdom and ways. 



29 November 
“Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you 

upright in heart!" Ps 11:32  

Though you are following God faithfully, you may have discovered sin, 
even hidden sin (Ps 32:3-4), in your life. You have confessed it (Ps 32:5) 
and have now experienced renewed reconciliation and cleansing through 
the Lord Jesus (1 John 1:9).  

Examining our lives for undisclosed sin is not a once-for-all experience. We 
need to walk closely with God, listening for His Holy Spirit prompts. Come 
in prayer and fellowship, feeling nurtured and protected as you lean into 
God (Ps 32:6-7).  

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, I rejoice in my fellowship with You. Please help me 
to stay closely connected, ever-vigilant to Your Holy Spirit and wisdom. 

 
30 November 

“Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you 
upright in heart!" Ps 11:32  

We can rejoice and be glad in knowing forgiveness through our Lord Jesus 
(Ps 32:11; 1 John 1:9). 

We can also be glad that God instructs us in the way we should go, 
keeping His eye upon us, and ever-ready to counsel us (Ps 32:8). Our part 
is to stay attentive to this teaching, and to not stubbornly refuse 
correction (Ps 32:9). Ignoring the Holy Spirit will dull our ears to His voice, 
so that we risk being most attentive to earthly wisdom and desires (Jas 
1:13-15; 3:14-16; 4:1-8). Instead, our focus needs to be on godly guidance 
and the wisdom from above (Jas 3:17). Through steadfastness to this 
wisdom, and through perseverance, we can know true perfection and joy 
(Jas 1:2-4).  

Shout for joy to the Lord who surrounds you with steadfast love (Ps 32:10). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, I rejoice in how completely You are instructing and caring 
for me. Please help me to keep my eyes, ears and heart open to Your will.  



 1 December 
“For [H]e knows our frame; [H]e remembers that we are dust.” Ps 103:14  

Though we are but dust, God delights in us!  

Take just a moment to consider that fact. The same God who spoke light 
(Gen 1:3), breathed Scripture (2 Tim 3:16), and named the stars (Ps 147:4), 
cares about us!  

Not only that, but Jesus came on that first Christmas to be fully God and 
fully Man. He stepped out of eternity and became One like us (John 1:14).  

Now that this very strange 2020 has reached its last month, let us take 
some time to be with the Man who is God. Plan to take some purposeful 
time away each day from the busyness of twenty-first century life. Seek 
special time with God, the Alpha and the Omega (Rev 1:8). Offer your 
heart and life to honour Him. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, as 2020 reaches its final month, have Your way in me, 
drawing me closer to Yourself. 

 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of 

the world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, and it came 

to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. ~Ps 33:8-9 

 
2 December 

“For [H]e knows our frame; [H]e remembers that we are dust.” Ps 103:14  

Though we are but dust, God does not treat us as insignificant. In fact, God 
is not dismissive of any creature that He has made, but is mindful of each 
one (Matt 6:26-30). Yet, how much more does He care for us (Matt 6:26b). 

Jesus Himself came among us, as one of us. While we may be inclined to 
honour Him and be focused solely on Him, Jesus Himself would have us 
see Him in others (Matt 25:35-45). Jesus wants each person to be seen as 
valuable, each as an image-bearer of God. This Christmas, seek out those 
who may be feeling excluded.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for reminding me that I need to be mindful of 
the care of all, not just those I consider as special, or those beloved to me. 



3 December 
“In those days a decree went out …." Luke 2:1 

How familiar we have all become in 2020 with the decrees which go out! 

Through this year, we have learned about the social distancing steps 
necessary to combat the spread of Covid. James’s instructions of the first 
century, “Cleanse your hands” (Jas 4:8) were repeated again and again 
twenty centuries later. In contrast, Paul’s instruction to “Greet one another 
with a holy kiss” (2 Cor 13:12) needed to be suspended. 

In the first century the decree which went out caused many to travel afar. 
By contrast, many of the decrees which went out in 2020 restricted travel. 

As Christmas approaches, you may be concerned about the travel decrees 
and restrictions which are likely to hamper your Christmas plans. I know 
that God knows what we need, and I know that God is faithful. I’m praying 
that we will experience joy in this Christmas as we focus on Jesus. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for how You have protected and sustained us this 
year. Please help us to keep Your peace in our hearts as we plan and 
prepare to celebrate Your incarnation in 2020. 

 
4 December 

“And all went … each to his own town…." Luke 2:3 

For Joseph and Mary, needing to go to Bethlehem was an unusual 
occurrence. A decree went out (Luke 2:1) and they needed to comply. 

By contrast, your unusual travel plans may mean staying home this 
Christmas. A decree relating to your usual Christmas location, whether 
interstate or overseas, has gone out, and you will need to comply.  

In some ways, it may seem as though God had left Joseph and Mary in the 
lurch in Bethlehem. After all, “there was no place for them in the inn” 
(Luke 2:7). However, the fact that Jesus was instead born in a stable and 
laid in a manger meant that this young family was easily accessible by the 
shepherds to whom His birth was announced (Luke 2:8-15). They came to 
see Christ (Luke 2:11), the Lamb of God (John 1:36). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to keep my trust in You.  



5 December 
“And all went … each to his own town…." Luke 2:3 

Perhaps, instead of your usual interstate or overseas holiday, you will be 
able to travel to your own town (Luke 2:3). The restrictions may mean that 
you will not be obligated to be away this Christmas. Instead, you may have 
new opportunities to be with loved ones, or to focus on the loved ones 
closer to home. 

On that first Christmas, Mary, pregnant for the first time, was travelling 
away to an unfamiliar situation. Perhaps instead of an unfamiliar place, it 
is the unfamiliar restrictions around who can come together, and how 
many will be able to stay over. Try to anticipate the changing rules and 
choose to trust in God’s perfect will and timing. The One who spoke calm 
over the waves is able to smooth all difficulties and to hold you secure in 
His peace (Mark 4:35-41; John 14:27).  Rest in His grace. 

Start now by seeking His wisdom and praying for His peace to indwell all 
who are likely to come together. As the time grows closer, you will have 
experienced the daily touch of His grace, peace and wisdom (Heb 13:5). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I choose to commit to daily time with You. 

 
6 December 

“And all went … each to his own town…." Luke 2:3 

Family and friends from interstate may not be able to travel, and special 
plans may need to be put in place to help them feel included in the richest 
way possible.   

Mary trusted in what Jesus could achieve at the wedding of Cana. She 
shared her concern with Jesus, “They have no wine” (John 2:3). After that, 
she trusted Him to direct those directly involved, “Do whatever [H]e tells 
you” (John 2:5).  

Like Mary, we can take our concerns to the Lord in prayer. Then, we must 
be prepared to do what He says, or to direct others as He directs you.  

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that You will direct us in lovingly caring for others as 
we celebrate Your birth. 



7 December 
“…was expecting a child." Luke 2:5 NIV 

Mary, expecting her first baby, was entering a totally new phase of her life. 
She may have had experiences with babies in the broader family. We know 
that she spent some time with her cousin Elizabeth during her pregnancy 
(Luke 1:56). This may have helped to prepare Mary for the months when 
she was carrying Jesus.  

In our twenty-first century world, we may also be preparing for special 
family occasions, such as births, marriages, and significant birthdays. Make 
them count. With fewer gathering together, the contribution of each one 
present becomes more important. Perhaps “Aunty Gladys” was usually the 
“life of the party” and made sure that all the important steps and 
celebrations happened. Without “Aunty Gladys,” these are now at risk of 
going undone. Further, dear “Aunty Gladys” is probably feeling at a loss for 
her inability to participate. Lovingly care for and encourage other another, 
even though unable to get together. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes to see as You see. 

 

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by 

the breath of his mouth all their host. ~Ps 33:6 

 
8 December  

“…was expecting a child." Luke 2:5 NIV 

Father God knew exactly how that first Christmas was going to unfold. He 
watched His beloved Son being born as a human baby, and He sent the 
choir of angels (Luke 2:9-14). 

This Christmas is also part of God’s bigger plan (Ps 139:16). Although we 
do not yet know the details, we know the heart of the Loving Father who 
does. May God’s peace hold you and anticipation delight you as you trust 
with hope. Draw near and may your eyes be opened afresh each day to 
the new things that God is doing.  

Pray: Thank You, Lord. My hope is in You. I am joyfully anticipating Your plan. 



9 December 
“…was expecting a child." Luke 2:5 NIV 

Childbirth, in the first century, as now, included an element of risk. Mary 
had had some months to prepare, but travelling so late in her pregnancy 
may have caused her some concern and anxiety.   

While, for us, Christmas, and post-Covid life may loom dark and uncertain, 
darkness is not dark to God (Psa 139:12). In fact, as we bring our darkness 
to God, He will help us to overcome it (John 1:5). We may have had dread 
in our hearts as our Covid-related concessions are running out, our job is in 
jeopardy, our rental will be sold, or we face a different type of uncertainty. 

Rather than allow dread to take root in our hearts, let us see this as God’s 
opportunity to show us afresh that we are His treasured children (1 John 
3:1). He assures us that He knows our needs before we ask (Matt 6:8). Lean 
in to your Loving Father with expectant wonder and trust in your heart. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I choose to anticipate the coming weeks with 
wonder and trust, casting every fear before Your throne.  

 
10 December 

“…while they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

During this Covid-restricted season, we have had some “while they were 
there” moments (Luke 2:6). While they were there homeschooling, others 
were there running their office from home, and still others were there 
Zooming into classes or ministry groups. We were all there together. 

God is not challenged by this. He is still able to speak into each life, 
anticipate each need, and minister to each heart and spirit. He is 
omnipresent, Immanuel (Matt 1:23).  

Even if we are now back in that situation, or we go back into it again, we 
can know that God hears our cries from the heart. God knows our 
comfort/discomfort level with these arrangements. As you are able, come 
aside and spend time with the Lord, knowing His refreshment. 

Pray: Thank You, Father God, for anticipating and meeting our needs.  



11 December 
“…while they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

“And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth” (Luke 2:6). 

Yesterday we addressed our concerns with God anticipating our unfolding 
needs. Today, we joyfully remember God’s very real anticipation of our 
deepest need, the need to be reconciled with Him.   

This was made possible because Jesus became Man and was prepared to 
offer His life as a sacrifice for ours. 

Jesus’s birth took place how and when it did because Mary said “Yes” 
(Luke 1:38). As this Christmas in Covid comes together, let us by willing, 
like Mary, to “let it be to me according to [Y]our word” (Luke 1:38). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, here I am to serve in whatever manner You call 
me to serve. I seek to honour my Lord. Thank You that through Him we 
were able to be reconciled with You. 

 
12 December 

“…while they were there ..." Luke 2:6 

During this Covid season, God has been at work. Church groups have 
broken down into smaller units and, “while they were there,” these units 
have been ministering in new and different ways.  

While we may not be able to gather together as we were, “while they were 
there,” at home, some family members who never go to church have been 
engaging in church services online.  

We know that God has been there with us too, as Jesus said, “For where 
two or three are gathered in [M]y name, there am I among them” (Matt 
18:20).  

God is reaching into new spaces, and into new hearts, in new ways.  

In whatever way we gather together this Christmas, let us remember why 
we are gathering, and remember Christ came to be incarnated among us. 
Let your loved ones see Him in you. 

Pray:  Please help me, Lord, to shine the light of Your love and grace. 



13 December 
“…the time came…" Luke 2:6 

God knows our going out and our coming in. He knows our every situation, 
and is intimately aware of all that has passed and is ahead (Ps 139:1-3). 

While we have struggled to keep time and days straight much of the time 
since March this year, God has had no such difficulties. He is outside of our 
time and space. With “the Lord one days is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day” (2 Pet 3:8).  

Does that mean that He is unaware that our Centrelink JobKeeper and 
JobSeeker amounts changed after 24 September? No, I believe that He 
knows our every need. Like the wisdom which He gave to Joseph in 
coordinating the seven years of rich harvests and the seven years of poor 
harvests (Gen 41:33-57), God has guided the wisdom and planning of our 
politicians.  

Pray:  Dearest Father God, thank You for going before us.  

 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and 

redeemed his people ... ~Luke 1:68 

 
14 December 

“…the time came…" Luke 2:6 

Sometimes God will tie events to His actions rather than time as we know 
it. The Lord, the God of Israel declared through the prophet Elijah, “The jar 
of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the 
day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth” (1 Kgs 17:14).  

What does this mean for us with Covid? I believe that God is able to 
orchestrate natural events to suit His timing. We need to be ready to 
answer as the Lord prompts. When the prophet Elisha participated in a 
similar miraculous event with oil, the amount was related to the number 
of borrowed “vessels from all your neighbors” (2 Kgs 4:3). When they ran 
out of vessels, “the oil stopped flowing” (6). Could she have borrowed more? 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, I am trusting in Your timing and plans.  



15 December 
“…the time came…" Luke 2:6 

The time has come.  

Have we been consciously spending time each day with the Lord, 
anticipating His incarnation in our hearts and homes? 

As we have spent more time with the Lord, have we begun to exhibit His 
thinking, His ways of engaging with the world, His love for others?  

If not, maybe we are not spending enough time with Him. 

When we do, we will more clearly see His reflection in others, and others 
will see His life and Holy Spirit more clearly in us (Acts 4:13). 

As Christmas Day, the day we especially remember Jesus’s birth, draws 
near, ask the Lord to open your eyes more widely to how He wants you to 
incarnate Him among your family and your peers. Then do it. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for choosing to know life among us. Please 
help me to share well in each moment with those whose lives I touch. 

 
16 December 

"…whoever welcomes [M]e welcomes the [O]ne who sent [M]e..." 
Luke 9:48 NRSV 

This Christmas will you only go to places where Jesus would be welcome, 
or will you incarnate Jesus among those who might not otherwise get an 
opportunity to meet Him? 

If you are going out among non-believers to be Jesus’s hands and feet, 
remember that He used His hands to wash the feet of His disciples (John 
13:1-15). Remember that He walked among people who were “unclean” 
and loved them anyway (Mark 5:25-34; Lev 15:19).  

Love deeply and richly, as He did, and be prepared to follow the prompts 
of the Father, as Jesus did (John 5:36). Then others may experience love as 
Jesus loved.  

Pray:   Please help me, my Lord Jesus, to identify more fully with You, and 
to love others as generously as You did. 



17 December 
"…whoever welcomes [M]e welcomes the [O]ne who sent [M]e..." 

Luke 9:48 NRSV 
When we see Jesus in others, we also allow God to minister to us through 
others. This may include speaking truth about some lies that we have 
believed. Can we believe that someone who does not share our faith could 
still speak truth into our lives and hearts? 

Yes, all truth is God’s truth, a quote attributed to Augustine. God is true, 
and all that is true has Him as its source. Anyone sharing what is truth has 
received it from God, even if they are unaware of the source. God is still 
able to speak to their hearts and minds.  

They, in their understanding, may be able to more clearly engage with the 
lies that we have believed. Then we can receive God’s truth through them. 
It does not mean that everything they say holds God’s truth. We need to 
be discerning and weigh what they are saying against the truth expressed 
in God’s Word. God’s truth will never contradict itself. 

Pray:  Thank You, Dearest Jesus, for exposing the lies that I have believed. 

 
18 December 

"…whoever welcomes [M]e welcomes the [O]ne who sent [M]e..." 
Luke 9:48 NRSV 

When we see Jesus in others, we can reach out to them, serving them as 
we would Jesus. Jesus Himself tells us that we are serving Him as we serve 
others. This includes meeting the needs which God Himself said that He 
would meet, like food and clothing (Matt 6:25-32; 25:35-45). As such, we 
serve as we are led by God, and we meet Jesus as we serve. We do not 
recognise Him as Jesus, any more than those offering hospitality 
recognised that they were serving angels (Heb 13:2). However, He 
associates Himself with those whom we have served, as though we were 
personally serving Him, “Truly … as you did it to one of the least of these 
[M]y brothers, you did it to [M]e” (Matt 25:40).  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that I can serve You in others.  



19 December 
"…whoever welcomes [M]e welcomes the [O]ne who sent [M]e..." 

Luke 9:48 NRSV 
Are you open to welcoming Jesus and God into your life, mind and heart 
this Christmas? Do you need to quickly check your place over first? 

Does a likely visit by Jesus fill you with excited anticipation or something 
else?  

Jesus is returning soon. If you have unfinished business with Him, today 
might be a good day to spend some time alone with your Lord. He already 
knows those concerns which are on your heart.   
Pray: Dear Jesus, please open my heart and understanding to any ways in 
which I am rejecting Your Lordship over my life. 

 

But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 
 ~Matt 24:36 

 
20 December 

"…whoever welcomes [M]e welcomes the [O]ne who sent [M]e..." 
Luke 9:48 NRSV 

Christmas is only days away. Are you ready? Have you been preparing your 
heart, mind, and spirit? Are you preparing to welcome a Baby or God?  

Are you opening your heart, mind and spirit, afresh or for the first time, to 
the God who became Man in the Person of Jesus Christ?  

Have you bought into the Hallmark Christmas story, or are you ready to 
reignite your relationship with the Lord Jesus who died to save you? 

Without the cross, Christmas is simply a pretty story. The Christmas story 
is beautiful, but the cross and resurrection add power, since through them 
God offers salvation to those who will accept it.  

Look afresh at the Christ Child and see the Man who stepped into time so 
that you could know eternity with God through the cross. 
Pray: Thank You, Lord, for making a way back to the Father. 



21 December 
“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 

If Mary’s pregnancy is like ours, she had probably been anticipating this 
time for a long time, perhaps becoming more excited and nervous as the 
time drew closer. 

When her soul first magnified the Lord (Luke 1:46) could Mary have 
predicted where she would be when her time for birthing came around? 
Perhaps not. However, Mary trusted in the One whose “mercy is for those 
who fear [H]im from generation to generation” (v50). Any trepidation in her 
heart would have been met with the sure confidence she placed in her God 
(v38). 

Many pregnancies, weddings, funerals, and other important occasions in 
2020 have not progressed as planned or anticipated. Yet our hearts can 
confidently rest in God’s might, strength and mercy (vv 49-51). 
Pray: Dearest Father God, I seek to be open to Your leading in all ways and 
at all times. Please help me balance predictability with spontaneity. 

 
22 December 

“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 

By the time that Joseph and Mary were drawing closer to Bethlehem, they 
may have been anticipating a comfortable place to rest and recover before 
the birth. Did they expect to meet with family, or were they anticipating 
being alone. Perhaps they would have recognised a family “nose” or other 
prominent feature among the registering guests at Bethlehem. There may 
have been comfort in that, like hearing an Aussie accent when travelling 
away from home. 

The time for Jesus’s return draws ever closer. Then the multitude of 
accents giving praise to God will be glorious to behold. If you have not yet 
accepted Jesus as your Saviour, may this be the day of your rebirth (John 
3:3-8). Draw near (Jas 4:8) and hear Jesus’s invite (Rev 3:20). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, I am drawing near for a time of refreshment with Your 
Holy Spirit. Please meet with me and reignite my heart, life, and spirit. 



23 December 
“… the time came for her to give birth." Luke 2:6 

Have you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Saviour? Is He still the Lord and 
Saviour of your life? 

Jesus does not want you to simply come to the altar and then go away as if 
the “eternal life” box has been ticked.  

No, Jesus wants to be Lord of your life. God has wonderful plans for your 
life, but they need your commitment. God will not use you as a 
mannequin. He gives you free choice. Jesus asks you if you would like to 
accept His gift of grace. If you do not wish to accept it, you do not have to 
accept it. But if you do, you are welcomed into the family of God. Then 
your life will be transformed as you give Jesus Lordship. Will it be a destiny 
of chocolates and roses, where all things work out wonderfully? No, but it 
is real, and, while there are challenges and opportunities, there are great 
blessings too. Is it time for your new birth? 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, I invite You into my life, to be Lord and Saviour. 

 
24 December 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory...” John 1:14 NKJV 

Let us glory in the wonder, celebration and joy of the Gift which we 
celebrate each Christmas. Jesus is the most perfect Gift. Jesus was given by 
the Father (John 3:16) before the world even knew or understood its need 
(Rom 5:8).  

As we celebrate the wonder of the Lord’s birth, some of those present 
may not yet know or understand their need for Jesus as their Lord and 
Saviour. May we enflesh Jesus for them through our love, grace, patience, 
hope and joy. Then they too may experience the peace of Christ and know 
the wonder of His love (John 14:27). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the joy, grace, peace, and love which You 
have brought into my life. Please help me to be a beacon to You for others. 



25 December 
“And she gave birth to her firstborn [S]on ...” Luke 2:7 

Hallelujah! Rejoice that God has come in the Person of Jesus.  

Today, may the true joy of Christmas be poured out over you, your loved 
ones and your home.  

Jesus is our greatest gift, our marvellous Saviour, the Prince of Peace. 
Come, be filled afresh with wonder and joy as we celebrate the birth of 
the Christ Child.  

Allow your heart to experience the full delight of the Father’s love, the 
sweet fellowship of Jesus, and the comforting joy of the Holy Spirit. 

Come in joyful anticipation, as though for the first time. Come and 
experience the fresh joy of love poured out on a thirsty soul.  

Come, and know refreshment through the Holy Spirit of the infant King. 
Pray:  Thank You, my King Jesus, for the joy I have in You. My hope is 
renewed, and Your love is felt afresh. 

 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. ~John 1:14 

 
26 December 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn [S]on ...” Luke 2:7 

Mary’s obedience was an integral part of Jesus’s incarnation as our King of 
kings. Let us join Mary in being ready to commit with courageous 
obedience as we ask the Father to lead us in our parts (Eph 2:10).  

God’s ways are perfect, and His plans are true (Jer 29:11). Trust that God’s 
plans will come to pass as He decrees, according to His wisdom and love. 
Though you may not know what lies ahead yet, commit as Mary did, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord” (Luke 1:38).  

Pray:  Dearest Father God, I commit all that I am and have to You, for Your 
Kingdom and Your glory. 



27 December 
"…and wrapped [H]im in swaddling cloths ...” Luke 2: 7 

Life goes on. Somewhere on social media there is likely to be a post about 
the days remaining until next Christmas. Someone else may have posted 
about the hot cross buns already being advertised. Perhaps you were too 
busy at the Boxing Day Sales to notice. Yes, life goes on, as it did for Mary. 
After giving birth to Jesus, she “wrapped him in swaddling cloths” (Luke 
2:7). In other words, Mary lovingly served His needs. 

Today, how can our life reflect the change which Jesus has brought into it? 
Am I more inspired to meet Him through the needs of others (Matt 25:35-
45)? Have I had my “Jesus” time until next Christmas begins to draw near, 
in 363 days, as social media remind us? Am I looking toward the next “big 
thing,” or does my focus remain on Jesus because He is my Lord and 
Saviour? How can I make 2021 a more committed year with Jesus? 
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to serve You faithfully.  

 
28 December 

"…and laid [H]im in a manger ...” Luke 2: 7 

Let us again look at Mary as she served the Infant Jesus. Mary laid [H]im in 
a manger” (Luke 2:7). In just a few short months, we will remember that 
Mary was close by when Jesus’s body was laid in the tomb (Luke 23:53).  

Although it is just a few short months in the calendar, Jesus’s three years 
of active ministry made a big difference for humanity. Think of ways that 
you can be more responsive to others between now and Easter. What can 
you do to shine His light more brightly, and to bring glory to His name? 

Maybe you could investigate how strangers from overseas, the naked, 
prisoners, and the sick have survived during Covid? Maybe the Holy Spirit 
will guide you on how to be Jesus’s hands and feet (Matt 25:35-45).  

As you minister to Jesus in them, they will witness Jesus’s love in you. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to lovingly serve and care for You through the care 
and support I give to others. 



29 December 
"…because there was no place for them in the inn.” Luke 2:7 

For the past two days we have mentioned serving Jesus through the care 
we give to others (Matt 25:35-45). We are to seek the best for those 
whose lives we touch. But what if our lives never touch those who are 
hungry, strangers, naked, prisoners, or sick? 

Let us make a commitment to find them! Just a little searching should 
uncover those who are homeless (Luke 2:7), the sick or elderly who 
seldom have visitors, or refugees in need. Those feeling exposed, 
imprisoned or hungry may be reached through neighbourhood centres. 

If our hearts seek, we will find ways to meet the needs of those whose 
needs feel overwhelming (Jas 2:15-17).  

Pray:  Please forgive me, Lord, for those times when I walked past and did 
not offer to help. Please help me to assist respectfully and with grace, so 
that others may keep their dignity.  

 
30 December 

"…because there was no place for them...” Luke 2:7 

As another year draws to a close, let us turn from old ways and old habits 
which no longer serve us or our Lord. This has certainly been a year of 
sifting and sorting, of putting away, and of doing without. 

Let us commit ourselves to more fully serve God through our lives. Let us 
find ways to make room for the concerns of others in our hearts and 
homes, as we are able. May we also be more deeply concerned with 
playing our part in being responsible stewards of God’s beautiful creation.  

As we begun to embrace the “new normal,” may we be filled with God’s 
strength and wisdom, and open to new adventures (Phil 4:13). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for everything. Thank You for the people 
and situations You will ask me to welcome into my life in the coming year. 
Please help me to be a gracious host of all You send, for Your glory. 



 31 December 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” Ps 23:1 

As this year draws to a final close, let us ask the Lord for renewed hope 
toward the future. May 2020 give us new vision for 2021. 

We can know renewed hope, even though we cannot anticipate what the 
next year holds. We can hope because we share a confident hope with 
David. With him we can say, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” Ps 
23:1 

As we step forth, we do it together with God, our Shepherd. He is with us 
on our journey (Matt 1:23), and will not forsake us (Heb 13:5). What 
blessed assurance and confidence we have in this, praise God. 

Pray: How joyfully we can finish this year, Lord, knowing that You will be 
with us in each step of the coming year. Thank You, Amen! 
 
 
 
 

 
  

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 

other, for love covers a multitude of sins. God has given each of 

us a gift from [H]is great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 

well to serve one another. Do it with all the strength and energy 

that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God 

through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to [H]im forever and 

ever! Amen. (1 Pet 4:8, 10, 11 NLT) 

The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts and we 

pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 

Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
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