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This booklet is written to encourage, support, enrich and guide Jesus’ 
followers, personally or in ministry, in honouring God, but is never, 

under any circumstances, to be sold or made available for sale. 
Mistakes in citation and reference are unintentional. Credit for the 

message contained belongs to the Lord because ‘He has done great 

things’ (Joel 2:20).  2020 

 

PURE 
Devotional Ministry 



 
 

Our prayer for this devotional booklet is that you would 

meditate on the thoughts presented here, drawing closer to the 

Lord in your daily walk, and begin “reflecting the glory of the 

Lord...being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”. (2 Corinthians 

3:18 HCSB*) 

 

PURE Devotional Ministry  
Donations towards the PURE or CURL ministries can be made to 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker BSB 06 4185 A/c 1010 5409 

Please direct any queries to gelly.mcauliffe.bunker@gmail.com 
 

*Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV) of 

the Holy Bible. 

 
 

1 April  
“For nothing ... [is] secret that will not be known and come to light."  

Luke 8:17 

Welcome to a new devotional and a new month. This is also a new day in 
your life, which offers new opportunities to reflect Jesus well. 

As I sit before my computer, the world is changing more and more rapidly. 
The things about which my grandparents could be certain, can no longer 
be taken for granted. Is that a bad thing? Not necessarily. Some of the 
fabric of their daily lives has unravelled. We can acknowledge, though, 
that some of that “fabric” was hiding some unsuitable behaviour. Is all 
change a good thing? Change is change, and can be both good and bad. 
Rather than stay focused on the continuing changes, let us keep our eyes 
focused on the unchanging King from whom we receive every good and 
perfect gift (Jas 1:17). He is sovereign. 

Pray: Thank You, Father God, for Your steady hand over my life.  



2 April 
“For nothing ... [is] secret that will not be known and come to light."  

Luke 8:17 

Yesterday we considered change. It is inevitable. Some change will be 
good for us; some change may feel uncomfortable. Some change will bring 
wisdom, some grey hair, and some will bring both. What is our 
responsibility during these times of change? 

Firstly, we can recognise that change is a constant. Each day we face a new 
world, with new opportunities and new challenges, even if these are so 
miniscule that they often go unnoticed.  

Secondly, we have choices. We may not always wish to embrace each 
change that occurs. Sometimes we can challenge a change. Sometimes we 
must simply accept it. Our biggest choice will be in how we handle change.   
Let us look to our unchanging God. 

Pray: Dear Father God, I am grateful that You are unchanging. 

 
3 April  

“For nothing ... will not be known and come to light." Luke 8:17 

Each day brings new changes, though they may not immediately come to 
light (Luke 8:17). Our experiences and wisdom from yesterday will change  
how we experience the world today. New habits form, sometimes 
unintentionally, until we realise that we are no longer doing, saying, living, 
or acting as we were accustomed to doing.  

It could be that our regular jam or breakfast cereal is no longer available, 
or that the packaging has changed. There may also be big changes, like 
new family members.  Change happens, but we serve an unchanging God.   

Though we go through seasons of change, God does not change. God is 
changing and transforming us, revealing more of Himself to us, as well as 
revealing more of His plan for us (Eph 2:10). We need not fear change. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for holding me through these changing 
times. Please help me to release all fear to You, and to know Your peace.  



4 April 
"… do not be anxious about anything ...”  Phil 4:6 

Fear of change is a perfectly natural response. We expect that things will 
remain the same, but they do not. Change can feel strange. However, 
many of the things you did last month were different to what you did two, 
five or ten years ago.  
Life simply changes. 
Rather than allowing change to frighten or intimidate us, let us open each 
day as a gift, a Present, to be received with an attitude of gratitude.  
Yes, we may have reached a new “normal,” but there is still so much for 
which we can be thankful. Take time today to find at least three positive 
changes. 
As we witness to how God has been meeting our needs and is our 
Sufficiency, we will be able to release the fears which we have been 
holding.  
Pray: Please forgive me, Dearest Jesus, for allowing fear to frighten me. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
 ~Ps 27:1a 

 
5 April  

"… do not be anxious about anything ….”  Phil 4:6 

Yesterday we were talking about anxieties, and how we can sometimes 
hold on to them. Some of these were held unconsciously, some grew out 
of the media hype about coronavirus, and some are the product of our 
particular set of circumstances. However we have begun to form this 
collection, let us resolve to lay them down at the Lord’s throne. He can cut 
the chains which bind us to them, giving us our peace. 

Hold on to the peace which Jesus offers. We don’t need to seek our peace 
in this world, nor can this world take our peace from us (John 14:27). Trust 
in Jesus.  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your peace.  



6 April 
“ …in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God.” Phil 4:6 
Handing our fears, anxieties and worries over to Jesus may not produce 
immediate peace. Like the imprint of a watch or a ring, we have become 
accustomed to carrying these weights. Their absence will take a while to 
register fully. It does not mean that Jesus has not fully lifted them from 
our shoulders. It simply means that, consciously or unconsciously, we may  
still be weighed down with their shadows. We may also have returned to 
collect the worries again, as we do when we roll them over and over in our 
minds and hearts. Stop.  

Ask God now to help you to release these weights to Him (1 Pet 5:7). Talk 
to Him, open your heart to what He wants to declare to you, and set your 
mind on the wonder of His might (Mark 8:33). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, please help me to fully release all that You have 
committed to lift from me. 

 
7 April 

“ …in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.” Phil 4:6 

Are fears threatening to steal your peace today? 

In addition to laying down these burdens, we can also reach out directly 
and ask God to intervene (Phil 4:6). He knows all that we need, and is 
already bountifully fulfilling. However, when we supplicate with 
thanksgiving, we are recognising that each and every good gift comes from 
God (Jas 1:17). We are affirming that God is mighty and can provide all 
that we need. We are reaching out to our loving Heavenly Father, 
confident that He will meet our needs (Matt 6:33). 

Trust in God, keeping your eyes on Him, just as Peter walked on water 
when his eyes were affixed on Jesus. However, when Peter focused 
instead on the wind and the waves, he was fearful (Matt 14:28-31).  

Pray: Please forgive me for taking my eyes off You and allowing fear to steal 
my peace. 



8 April 
“ … [H]e poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wiped them with the towel that was wrapped around [H]im ... ‘If I 

do not wash you, you have no share with [M]e.’” John 13:5, 8 

On that faithful night when Jesus knew that He would be betrayed, 
denied, condemned and mocked, He washed His disciples’ feet. He loved 
generously. 

Whatever challenges and difficulties we are currently facing, let us not 
neglect the needs of others. May we not be so consumed with fear of the 
future that we fail to live in the present. Let us be present in the Present, 
trusting in the Lord’s Presence with us (Heb 13:5) and loving generously. 
Jesus is our Example. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the opportunity to be Your hands and 
feet in our community and our time. I seek to give with courage, wisdom, love 
and grace. 

 
9 April 
“ … ‘You also are not one of [H]is disciples, are you?’ [Simon Peter] denied 

it and said, ‘I am not.’” John 18:25 

Would you be regarded as one of Jesus’s followers? Do those beyond your 
friendship groups know that you are a Christian? Do they know, or are 
they more likely to say, “You are not a Christian, are you?”  

Jesus Himself said that His followers would be known by their love (John 
13:35). In the early church, Christians were well known for their love, care 
and generosity, particularly in the care of those whom others neglected.  

In our time and season, may we be easily identified as true followers of 
our Lord Jesus. He suffered that we might be saved. May we be willing to 
sacrifice and suffer in our own way that others may come to know and 
experience His grace, love and goodness through us. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for sending Your Son Jesus that we 
might be reconciled to You. Please strengthen and embolden us in reaching 
out to those to whom You are sending us.  



10 April 
“ When Jesus had received the sour wine, [H]e said, ‘It is finished,’ and [H]e 

bowed [H]is head and gave up [H]is [S]pirit.” John 19:30 

It is Friday, but Sunday is coming. 

God, our faithful and all-seeing God, is working all things out according to 
His perfect plan.  

Jesus was not spared from suffering, and we may now be going through 
our own time of personal, family, or community suffering.  

Any suffering we go through does not come at us because God’s focus is 
elsewhere. No, God knew that this was coming. God has allowed this to 
happen. It does not mean that this is the way that God would have chosen 
according to His perfect plan. Rather, this is what God has allowed to 
happen, given the free will of humanity. When we hurt, we can know that 
God is hurting right there with us. 

Draw near to Him and know His comforting presence. He is there, no 
matter what you might be going through. He is holding you (Ps 73:23). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to stay strong as I lean on You. 

 

Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid. ~Matt 14:27 

 
11 April 
“When Jesus saw [H]is mother and the disciple whom [H]e loved standing 
nearby, [H]e said to [H]is mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’ Then [H]e 

said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ And from that hour the disciple 
took her to his own home.” John 27-26:19  

In uncertain times, we may wonder how we can help, what we can do, or 
how we are to progress forward. 

When in doubt, continue the work to which you have been called (Eph 
2:10). While there is uncertainty, we know that God is faithful to His 
promises. We are also called to be faithful. Continue in faithfulness. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to discern Your call on me.  



 12 April 
“’… go to [M]y brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to [M]y Father 
and your Father, to [M]y God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’ – and that [H]e had said 

these things to her” John 18-17:20  
It is Resurrection Sunday! 

Rejoice, rejoice, in all that the Lord has accomplished! 

Though we may currently be in a season of uncertainty, God is the 
Overcomer! In Him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28). 

Rejoice, knowing that the power of God which raised Jesus from the dead 
has been poured out to God’s people (Rom 8:10:11).  

Do not be afraid, but commit your ways to the Lord (Rom 12:1-2). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for how You are renewing and transforming my 
heart, mind and spirit. 

 
13 April 
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See [M]y 

hands and [M]y feet, that it is I [M]yself. Touch [M]e, and see.”  
Luke 39-38:24  

The Lord Jesus, after He was crucified, died for our sins, and was buried, 
was raised to fullness of life (Luke 24:26, 38-39, 45-46; 1 Cor 15:3-4). Jesus 
has overcome death, and now offers us fullness of life (1 Cor 15:53-57; 
John 10:10b).  
Draw near to God (Jas 4:8). Dwell on what He has done. Meditate on the 
power of the Spirit of God.  
This same Spirit lives in you if you have accepted the gift of faith in Jesus 
(Eph 2:8-9). 
Jesus has overcome the grave. Through God’s enabling we are also 
overcomers. Live in the name of Jesus, knowing that you are strengthened 
by the richness of the Holy Spirit. Know resilience through Him (Phil 4:13). 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that You will draw near to me as I draw near 
to You. I appreciate Your strength. Please take all fear from me.  



14 April  
“ …in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving …” Phil 4:6 

When you approach the Father in prayer, do you come too with 
thanksgiving? Do you joyfully remember how faithfully He has provided for 
you in the past? As James affirms, “Every good gift and every perfect gift … 
[comes] from the Father” who is unchanging (Jas 1:17). 

The Father has faithfully provided and protected in the past. He provided 
for and protected the Israelites during their forty years in the wilderness. 
He has also protected and provided for you, even before you knew Him.  

Thank Him for His past faithfulness, and trust that He will provide in 
perfect ways for your current season.  

Come, and affirm for yourself all those things for which you depend on 
God, and praise Him, with thanksgiving. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, please forgive me for all the times when I simply 
received all that I needed from Your hands without thankfulness. I am 
grateful, and rejoice with confidence that all my needs will be met.  

 
15 April 

“ …in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.” Phil 4:6 

When we approach the Father with our prayer needs, we need not simply 
be concerned with our individual needs. Our God also wants to know all 
those prayer needs you would like to present on behalf of others. He seeks 
to lovingly care for each one.  

Some of those on our hearts may not make supplication on their own 
behalf. We can.  

Some of those about whom we can may not yet have a relationship with 
the Father. God still cares, and accepts our prayers on their behalf. If it is a 
concern on your heart, it will almost certainly be a concern for God too. 
Place it before Him, with trust. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for how incredibly You love us.   



16 April 
“ …in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God.” Phil 4:6 

When we bring the prayer needs of others before God, is it important 
because otherwise they would be forgotten? 

No, God knows their prayer needs. However, when we come before Him in 
supplication for others, it is also a transformational work in our hearts. In 
reaching out for the care of others, we are more closely aligning with 
God’s heart. In this we are growing and being transformed into a closer 
reflection of our Lord Jesus (2 Cor 3:18). 

When we look to the needs of others, we are mirroring the care which our 
Lord Jesus showed. Jesus Himself said that, as we care for others, we are 
caring for Him (Matt 25:35-45).  

During these very challenging times, let us look for ways to serve the Lord 
through the care of others. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to persevere as You strengthen me. 

 

… God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 

and self-control. ~ 2 Tim 1:7 

 
17 April 
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these [M]y brothers, 

you did it to [M]e.” Matt 25:40 

What did we do today? Were we generous? Jesus counts it as generosity 
to Him. Did we speak unkindly, whether in person or online? Jesus counts 
it as done to Him. Did we exercise patience in traffic or on public 
transport? Were we selfish or demanding at the shops?  

As we go through our days, even with social distancing, we can carry the 
light of Jesus’s love wherever we go. Let us shine His light, show His 
purpose and share His love to a world that really needs it (Matt 5:14-16).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the sacrificial example You have laid 
before us. Please help me to be bold and courageous in following You.   



18 April 
"Are [Y]ou not the Christ? Save [Y]ourself and us!”  Luke 23:39 

God is sovereign.  

Jesus is King.  

God is God. 

While Jesus hung on the cross, the rulers and one of the criminals 
challenged Him to save then since He was the Christ (Luke 23:35, 39). 
Jesus did not.  

It was not because He would have failed (Matt 26:53). Rather, Jesus was 
trusting His Father and in His perfect plans and timing (54, 56). 

Through Jesus’s trust, He defeated death on our behalf, He paid the 
penalty for our sins, and He reconciled us to the Father. 

Jesus was completely committed in obedience and trust in the Father. He 
could have saved Himself and the criminal beside Him (Luke 23:35, 39). 
Through God’s perfect will, though, He became the Saviour of the world 
(John 4:42). May we continue to trust in God’s perfect will and timing.  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the example You gave us. 

 
19 April  

"Are [Y]ou not the Christ? Save [Y]ourself and us!”  Luke 23:39 

In these puzzling times, we may be tempted to “advise” God on how He 
should act. Instead, like Jesus when He was tempted, may we trust in 
God’s perfect will (Matt 4:5-7). 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus truly trusted that His Father’s will was 
perfect (Luke 22:42b). It did not mean that Jesus did not experience the 
pull of fear. It did not mean that Jesus did not ask for that cup to be lifted 
(42a). Jesus suffered in the Garden. He felt that pain (44), but He did not 
dwell there. He chose to trust.  

When fear threatens to overwhelm me, may our thoughts return to Jesus, 
and may we cast our fears at His feet (1 Pet 5:7). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, that I can run to You when I am fearful. 



20 April  
"Are [Y]ou not the Christ? Save [Y]ourself and us!”  Luke 23:39 

Today, as we remember the trials and challenges Jesus endured at the end 
of His life, may we be strengthened to endure. Though we may not 
understand what today or tomorrow may hold, let us commit to serving 
the One who does with all that we are and have. 

Already we can see that some are able to look past their own situations, 
and to reach out in generosity to lighten the journey of others. As Paul 
wrote to the church at Galatia, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2). 

While we endure the uncertainty, instability, and restrictions in this 
season, may we reach out appropriately to lighten the burden of others as 
we are able. Together we are the Body of Christ, the Church. We need 
each other, under the faithful hand of God, and under the guidance of His 
wisdom. 

Let us commit any plans we have to the Lord, that He may be glorified, and 
His will be done (Jas 3:13-18; 4:13-17). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for enabling me to help others. 
 

 
21 April   

"Are [Y]ou not the Christ? Save [Y]ourself and us!”  Luke 23:39 

Sometimes we need to rely on others for their help. 

While we may wish to help others, sometimes we are the ones who need 
to be helped (Gal 6:2). While we seek to look after our own needs (Gal 
6:5), sometimes, we need to release our independence, and accept the 
help which the Lord sends (John 4:7-10). 

May we be gracious in humbly submitting to the care of another, 
accepting with an open and generous heart the help which the Father 
sends. Though their methods may conflict with ours, may we show grace. 

Pray:  Please forgive me, Lord, for my impatience with the methods of others.  



22 April 
"… you do not know what tomorrow will bring."  Jas 4:14 

We do not know what tomorrow will bring. 

Is this different from how things were a year ago, ten years ago?  

Yes, and No! 

Not knowing what tomorrow will bring is not a new phenomenon. James 
used this phrase to his readers in the time of the early church (Jas 4:14).  

You may argue that coronavirus may have made this assertion more vivid. 
Perhaps it does; however, each “tomorrow” always held a certain measure 
of uncertainty  (Luke 12:15-21). 

May we continue to trust that God will provide all that we need to meet 
the demands of each new day (Matt 6:30-34). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for enabling me, and for providing all 
that I need for each new day. 

 

… do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God  ~Phil 4:6 

 
23 April 

"… you do not know what tomorrow will bring."  Jas 4:14 

There is not one person in this whole world who knows what tomorrow 
will bring (Jas 4:14). Wealth will not give you access to the answer. Purity 
in body, mind or spirit will not release the answer either. Rather than 
know, we are to trust. Our knowledge is in knowing the One who holds the 
reins of tomorrow.  

Therefore, though fear may be knocking at the door, and anxiety yelling in 
the window, we can rest in the peace of knowing that the Father has 
perfect knowledge about tomorrow (Mark 13:32). In His perfect timing, all 
will be revealed. Meanwhile, we can trust in Him. 

Pray:  Thank You, Father God, for holding our future in Your hands. 



24 April 
"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 

 Ps 42:1 

What a richness there is in a close relationship with God. When you have 
experienced His closeness (Jas 4:8), the abundance of His grace (Luke 
7:47), the breadth of His protection (2 Kgs 6:17), or His sacrificial love 
(John 19:30), you will know again the depths of His commitment.  

Come, draw closer for a more enriching experience with the God who 
cares so deeply for you.  He envisaged an incredible plan for you even 
before you were born (Ps 139:16) and has been unfolding this piece by 
piece as He calls you closer. 

Come. God delights to have you draw nearer, so that He may lead you 
more fully into the richness of joy, peace, grace, freedom, wisdom, and 
wholeness which He wants for you (John 10:10b; 2 Cor 3:17-18).  

As you come to know greater fullness in the Lord, you will yearn for still 
more (Ps 42:1). Come. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that You are meeting my deepest needs with 
richness, comfort, love, grace, and peace. I seek to know You more.  

 
25 April  

"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 
 Ps 42:1 

Today we remember the sacrifices of those who have gone before us to 
fight for the freedom we enjoy. We thank God for their faithfulness, self-
sacrifice, and perseverance, and we pray for those they have left behind. 
We pray too for those who may not be able to publicly remember the 
sacrifices of their loved ones today. May they know the Lord’s comfort. 

Today, we also remember the One who gave His life to win freedom for us. 
By His death, He has reconciled us to the Father. Today, may we also pray 
for reconciliation within families, that fighting may stop. 

Pray: Thank you, Lord. For Your sacrifice, and the sacrifice of those who have 
fought to win freedom. We pray for freedom and family reconciliation. 



26 April  
"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 

 Ps 42:1 

Yesterday we remembered those who have given their youth or their lives 
to fight for freedom. When a loved one has sacrificed in this way, we are 
more familiar with the debt we owe them.  

During His time on earth, Jesus told a story which highlighted the 
difference which this knowledge can make. When the debt which is 
forgiven us is small, our appreciation is likewise small. But when we have 
received forgiveness and grace which far exceeds our expectations, our 
hearts overflow with lavish love and a deep desire to express appreciation 
for such a gift.  

In Jesus’s story, one was forgiven a debt ten times larger than the other’s 
debt. Similarly, the woman at Jesus’s feet had been bountifully blessed 
with grace, and sought to repay her Lord with lavish kindness (Luke 7:37-
38, 44-50). Let us too recognise how much we owe our Saviour. 

Pray: Thank You, my Lord Jesus, for what You went through so that I could 
be reconciled to the Father. I could never possibly repay You for Your grace, 
but I am exceedingly grateful. 

 
27 April 

"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 
 Ps 42:1 

As we begin to process the absolute wonder and grace of God’s 
unconditional love, and His steadfast faithfulness in providing what we 
need, we will likely “be blown away”! What an incredible God we serve. 

When we begin to conceptualise just a tiny portion of His amazing love, we 
will be drawn closer in reverent attention, and our souls will pant within us 
for Him. (Ps 42:1). Then, as we draw closer, so does He! “Draw near to 
God, and [H]e will draw near to you” (Jas 4:8).  Sing, my soul, and rejoice. 

Pray:  Thank You, Great God and Father, for Your relentless love. I am so 
privileged to call You Father. I’m seeking to draw ever closer. 



28 April 
"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 

 Ps 42:1 

Our God is an amazing God, which we discover as we draw closer (Jas 4:8).  

Sometimes though, as with Saul/Paul, our eyes need to be opened to the 
majesty, might and wonder of His ways (Acts 9:1-9; 17-22). Where before 
Saul had been excelling in the knowledge and practice of the Law, now he 
knew and longed for a deeper communion with God (Ps 42:1) and boasted 
in Him alone (Rom 3:27-28). 

We too can boast in and glorify the greatness of our God. He is our Mighty 
God, and deserving of all our worship. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I stand in awe of the wonder of Your love and Your 
grace. Thank You that I have communion with You. 

 

It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; 

he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be 

dismayed.  ~Deut 31:8 

 
29 April 

"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 
 Ps 42:1 

Sometimes the magnificence of our Great God is hidden from our eyes. 
We may not see His hand at work, and we can begin to believe the lies of 
the enemy. Let us not submit to a spirit of fear. 

When Elisha’s servant was beginning to submit to dread, anxiety and fear 
(2 Kgs 6:15-16), Elisha asked God to intervene. “’O Lord, please open his 
eyes that he may see.’ So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and 
he saw, and behold , the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
…” (17).  

God may not open our eyes in order that we may see His majesty. Yet, we 
can keep our trust in Him. Trust that God is still God. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help my unbelief. 



30 April  
"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for {Y]ou, O God.” 

 Ps 42:1 

Though some of God’s plans and promises may not have come to visible 
fruition yet, we know that He is faithful. 

We can see this particularly in the life of our Saviour. He gave His all until 
the end. He died that our debt of sin might be paid. When He was satisfied 
that it was finished, “[H]e bowed [H]is head and gave up [H]is [S]pirit” 
(John 19:30). 

Let us remember that God is committed and faithful to His promises, and 
cast all our fear before His throne (1 Pet 5:7). 

Rather than be beaten down by fear, look with joyful anticipation to all 
that the Lord will accomplish. 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for offering Yourself at the cross. I know that You 
have accomplished all that needed to be finished. My present and my 
future are with You. 

 
1 May 

“I have stored up [Y]our word in my heart…” Ps 119:11 

When we plug our mobile phones or another device into our computers, it 
is likely that we will be asked if we would like to synchronise the data. This 
gives us an opportunity to upload any recent photos, to update files, and 
many other possibilities.  

When we come before the Lord in prayer, through His Word, or in 
fellowship with His people, something similar can happen. In humble 
confession and adoration, we receive a fresh anointing of His grace and 
unconditional love (1 John 1:9). We also refresh ourselves with His wisdom 
(Jas 1:5), learn deep truths (Isa 54:13; John 14:26), and are transformed 
into the image of the Lord (Rom 8:29-30; 2 Cor 3:18). Draw nearer, and 
know more deeply, just as you are deeply known. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for much You love me even though You know 
me better than I know myself. 



2 May 
“I have stored up [Y]our word in my heart…” Ps 119:11 

As we spend time in God’s Word, we can more clearly see God’s plan for 
righteous living.  

Are you living as you ought? 

This is not about earning our way to heaven. If we have trusted in Jesus 
and accepted Him as our Lord and Saviour, the eternal home He promised 
is ours. But does that mean that we can live any way we wish? 

Of course not! 

God has sent Jesus to be our example of righteous living. Jesus’s teaching 
will guide us in our choices. But are we reading His teaching? 

We need to spend time in God’s Word to know what it says! 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I seek to follow Your plan more faithfully. Thank 
You for sending Jesus as my role model. 

 
3 May 

“I have stored up [Y]our word in my heart…” Ps 119:11 

When we spend time in God’s Word, we can more clearly see God’s plan 
for righteous living.  

Are we spending time in God’s Word? 
Unless we are prepared to spend some time reading God’s Word, we will 
not know how God can use it to communicate with us. 
There are many different experiences we can have with God’s Word. We 
can read the history of the people He first called into relationship with 
Himself. We can read the beautiful poetry penned by one king or the 
advice for living penned by another. We can read about the time when 
Jesus walked this earth, or the letters shared with the early churches. 
Set aside some time for exploration today, so that you may begin to 
experience the richness of God’s Word. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your Word.  



4 May 

“I have stored up [Y]our word in my heart…” Ps 119:11 

When we spend time in God’s Word, we get a deeper sense of His plan for 
our lives. We get to know Him more.  

When we draw closer to people, whether in love or friendship, some of 
their words or habits can become our words or habits. When we draw 
closer to God, His words will become more familiar to us, and we will 
begin to get a deeper sense of His voice and His heart.  

Sometimes, particular words, phrases  or promises will resonate most 
deeply with our spirits. Then, through repetition, we may store His words 
in our hearts (Ps 119:11). In this way, we can hold them as permanent 
treasures which will increase our joy, hope, or peace as they are recalled. 

Pray: Thank You, Dearest Lord, for Your Word, for it comforts me, it 
reassures me, it refines my hope, and strengthens me in spirit. 

 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 

afraid? ~Ps 27:1b 

 
5 May 

“I have stored up [Y]our word in my heart…” Ps 119:11 

Another wonderful benefit of storing God’s Word in your heart is the 
blessing that it can be for others.  

When we have memorised some of God’s promises, they can be laid out 
before others, bringing the promise of healing, refreshment, protection, 
and unconditional love.  

God’s Word is God-breathed “and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17). 

Let us enrich our hearts, minds, and spirits with God’s Word that we may 
more ably serve Him. 

Pray:  Thank You, Father God, for the richness and vitality of Your Word. I 
pray that You will bless us as we store Your Word in our hearts. 



6 May 
“… profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness …” 2 Tim 3:16 

When we synchronise our devices with our computers, we have an 
opportunity to accept or discard updated files. 

Using the synchronisation analogy, the more we engage with God’s Word, 
the greater will be our abilities in discernment and wisdom (Acts 17:11). 
We will begin to recognise how our ways may be out of synchronisation 
with God’s Word (2 Tim 3:16). If that happens, when that happens, let us 
confess our shortcoming and resolve to change our habits (1 John 1:9). We 
can also pray for Holy Spirit wisdom (Jas 1:5) and enlightenment (John 
14:26). 

Look to our Faithful God and His Word. It is a tool He uses for our 
transformation (2 Cor 3:18).   

Pray: Dearest Father God, thank You for Your Word which opens our 
understanding and guides our actions.  

 
7 May 

“… profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness …” 2 Tim 3:16 

Sometimes our lives can become unsynchronised with God’s ways because 
we have invested too heavily in friendship with the world (Jas 4:4). As this 
happens, our lives become transformed to reflect worldly ways. These 
include “bitter jealousy and selfish ambition” (Jas 3:14).  

God’s Word would then be like a mirror which reveals our true selves, 
displaying our entanglement with the “sin which clings so closely” (Heb 
12:1). Seek God afresh, asking for His forgiveness for the way in which you 
have fallen. He will extend grace to you, cleansing you from all 
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). What a gracious and loving God we serve! 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your generosity in granting grace, 
forgiveness, healing and righteousness through Your sacrifice. 



8 May 
“… profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness …” 2 Tim 3:16 

The prophet Isaiah foretold that “All your children shall be taught by the 
Lord …” (Isa 54:13). Paul, in his second letter to Timothy, affirmed that “All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16).  God uses 
Scripture to disciple His children. As we store up God’s Word in our hearts 
(Ps 119:11), we are being attentive to what our Father would have us 
learn. 

Delve deeply into God’s Word, that you may become more intimately 
acquainted with His heart, His Spirit and His ways. Then, as we have need, 
the Holy Spirit will reveal or bring to memory those things when we need 
to learn and share (John 14:26; Acts 8:29, 35).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for sending Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
more completely understand Your Word, Your teaching, and Your ways. 
Please help me to share what You share with me. 

 
9 May 

“I have stored up [Y]our word in my heart…” Ps 119:11 

How do we store up God’s Word in our hearts (Ps 119:11)? 

Through repetition, God’s Word will be planted in our hearts and in our 
memories. Sometimes, that will mean a string of words exactly committed 
to memory. At other times, though, that may mean that phrases and 
gems, rather than whole strings, find a home in your memory. For 
instance, you may be able to recite Ps 23, or you may remember that 
Psalm 23 talks about the Good Shepherd and that you “will fear no evil” 
(Ps 23:4).The first is more likely to be learned by conscious rote practice, 
the second by unconscious absorption  when you read Ps 23 for comfort. 

Spend time in God’s Word, and you will meet your Creator and the Saviour 
of your soul in meaningful ways. 

Pray: Dear Holy Spirit, please continue to reveal my God. 



10 May 
”Answer me when I call, O God … Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!" 

Ps 4:1 

Prayer and praise can be another way in which we resynchronise our lives, 
hearts, minds, and spirits in God (Acts 17:28). 

As we come before Him, whether in prayer or praise, we are 
acknowledging that He is God. In prayer, we are crying out for our Loving 
Father’s assistance, knowing that He can do the impossible (Matt 19:26; 
Luke 1:37; Eph 3:20). Though we are limited, He is not. In coming in 
prayer, we are acknowledging His perfection, and accepting His perfect 
will and timing (Luke 22:42).  

In seeking God’s answer, we are accepting that we need to lay all plans 
before Him (Jas 4:13-16). We cannot add anything by ourselves, but in 
keeping our eyes on God and in seeking His Kingdom, all that we need will 
be ours (Matt 6:27, 33; Jas 1:17). 

Pray: Dearest Father God, I am so grateful that I can approach You in 
prayer. 

 

Fear not for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine. ~Isa 43:1b 

 
11 May 

”Answer me when I call, O God … Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!" 
Ps 4:1 

We synchronise in praise and worship when we remember how lovingly 
He has cared for us, how graciously He has forgiven us our failings, and 
how plentifully He has provided for and protected us. 

As we remember, we honour Him, and we silence the clanging voices 
which would tempt us to doubt. Our hope is renewed, and we can rest 
again, refreshed, rejuvenated, and restored, in synchronicity with our 
Saviour (Ezek 37:1-14).   

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You that I can know restoration in You.  



12 May 
“… those whom [H]e foreknew [H]e also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of [H]is Son …” Rom 8:29 

Spending time with fellow Christians, whether in person, through virtual 
reality, or through their written word in books or on blogs, is a way which 
God can use to conform us. We are being conformed to more perfectly 
reflect how Jesus lived (Rom 8:29). As we spend time together, God can 
show us vibrant ways in which we could be more fully reflecting His 
majesty (Prov 27:17). 

We also can become God’s instruments in synchronising the lives of others 
to more fully reflect Kingdom light and values. As we generously love 
others (1 Cor 13:4-7; 2 Cor 9:6-8; Gal 6:2), showing them grace, endurance 
with patience, and being guided by divine wisdom (Jas 1:5), we more 
perfectly respond with Jesus’s hands and feet (Matt 25:35-45).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that I was able to be Your instrument of 
change in another’s life. Please help me to wisely and faithfully live a life 
consistent with Your Kingdom, even when nobody is looking. 

 
13 May 

“… those whom [H]e foreknew [H]e also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of [H]is Son …” Rom 8:29 

Have you ever made a model aeroplane or a jigsaw? If so, you will know 
the experience of seeing a plan become a reality! The level of success may 
have been less-than-satisfactory, but you can still conceptualise the 
relationship between the plan and the outworking. 
God has a plan which He is outworking in your life (Rom 8:29). This is not a 
plan which will be left to the whimsy of a model-plane enthusiast or a 
reluctant jig-saw-er. No, our generous and loving Father God is Himself 
involved in transforming us into the image of His Son Jesus (Rom 8:29). 
Our future is not left to chance; God has perfectly planned it (Ps 139:16; 
Jer 29:11). We can trust in Him. 
Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your perfect plan.  



14 May 
“… those whom [H]e foreknew [H]e also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of [H]is Son …” Rom 8:29 

Yesterday we considered how God does not leave His plan for you to the 
whimsy of amateur planners. Does that mean that He personally touches 
and brings to pass every aspect of His plan for you? 

No. While God will sometimes work in miraculous ways, He usually works 
through those He has placed around us.  

Sometimes, these are people in our lives to remind us of our 
responsibilities (Est 4:13-14). At other times, God works through the 
people in our lives even when they don’t realise it (Gen 50:20). 

While God works through other people, He is still the One who will bring 
about His perfect plan in His perfect timing. May we be open to His 
prompts and willing participants in His plans. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to patiently wait for Your perfect plan 
to unfold, with trust and obedience.  

 
15 May 

“… those whom [H]e foreknew [H]e also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of [H]is Son …” Rom 8:29 

Joseph recognised that God had worked through his brothers to effect His 
divine will (Gen 50:20). His father, his brothers and all their people had 
been saved through the wise actions of Joseph.   

Through obedient action and faithfulness Joseph was in the right place at 
the right time to be used by God (Gen 40:9-15, 23: 41:1, 9-16). Though 
these places sometimes seemed like the wrong places (Gen 37:24; 39:20; 
41:14), God never forgot Joseph (39:5, 23). 

In the same way, we can trust that God will not forget us. May we be 
ready to follow God’s prompts and to go where we are sent (Isa 6:8). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to be receptive to Your prompts, and to be swift 
in obedient compliance.  



16 May 
“Then turning toward the woman…’Do you see this woman?’” Luke 7:44 

As we begin the second half of this devotional, let us be mindful of the 
needs of others. May others not go unnoticed.  
Is there a neighbour who lives alone and doesn’t have family close by? 
Perhaps you could check, with a note or a phone call, whether there is 
anything that they need. Maybe you could drop off some flowers from 
your garden, which might brighten their spirits.  
Jesus noticed. When He went to dine with Simon, one of the Pharisees, He 
noticed the woman, a sinner, who came to minister to Him. He turned to 
her, acknowledging her presence and affirming how she had treated Him 
(Luke 7:44). 
In a similar way, may we be attentive to the needs of others, giving 
without counting the cost. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the opportunities You give me to serve 
others. Please help me to respond with obedience and courage. 

 

 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 

LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 

~Josh 1:9  

 
17 May 

“Then turning toward the woman…’Do you see this woman?’” Luke 7:44 

Do we see those who serve us? Do we notice those who, whether now or 
in the past, have served us in large ways or small? Do you notice the 
garbage collector who faithfully cleans your environment, whether in a 
truck, or by hand at a local setting? Do you notice the postie or delivery 
person who delivers news, orders or brochures? May we see those who 
serve us, and be thankful.    

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for the willing hearts and committed hands 
of all who serve in any capacity.  



18 May 
“Then turning toward the woman…’Do you see this woman?’” Luke 7:44 

Yesterday, we briefly considered those who serve us. 

 Jesus noticed the woman who stood behind Him, wetting His feet with 
her tears and wiping them with her hair (Luke 7:37-38). She also anointed 
His feet with ointment (38).   

Do we sometimes take for granted those people who serve us? Yes, it 
might be the job that they are paid to do, but we can still make it an 
enjoyable or trying experience by our attitude towards them. 

When Jesus spoke about this woman to Simon, His host, He didn’t simply 
refer to her. He turned toward her (44). He acknowledged her presence by 
His attention. Then, after speaking to Simon, He spoke directly to the 
woman, saying to her, “Your sins are forgiven” (48). 

Let us show respect to those who serve us, whether relatives or 
employees, friends or paid servers. They deserve respect. 

Pray: Forgive me, Lord, for those times when I was prideful in how I treated 
others.  

 
19 May 

“Then turning toward the woman…’Do you see this woman?’” Luke 7:44 

Are you a server, an employee or a volunteer who serves in any capacity? 
Jesus notices, and considers the treatment given to you as given to Him 
(Matt 25:35-45).  

As servers, do we sometimes see the worst side of people? Sometimes, we 
can be serving people when they are feeling most vulnerable, most 
stressed, and most in need of companionship, encouragement, and 
support. 

May we be found to respond with Jesus’s hands and feet. May we see 
beyond any disrespectful attitudes or treatment they may give us (1 Pet 
2:18-24). Instead, may be treat them as we would treat our Lord. 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for strengthening me to endure.  



20 May 
“Then turning toward the woman…’Do you see this woman?’” Luke 7:44 

Jesus noticed the woman who ministered to Him. In a similar way, may we 
be attentive to the needs of others, and to those who selflessly serve, 
whether paid or voluntary. May we see the ones who quietly sit alone, or 
the neighbours, or patients, who never have visitors. May we have eyes to 
see the person struggling to manage steps, whether with stiffened limbs or 
an uncompromising stroller or toddler.  

May we be a good neighbour, whether on this street or on this planet, 
showing mercy and grace, even if it might seem undeserved or 
inconvenient (Luke 10:36-37). 

Jesus Himself said, “…as you did it to one of the least of these [M]y 
brothers, you did it to [M]e” (Matt 25:40). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to see beyond my own needs, and to be 
willing to offer any support or encouragement that I can as You prompt 
me. I seek to be faithful. 

 
21 May 

“Then turning toward the woman…’Do you see this woman?’” Luke 7:44 

Beyond noticing those who serve us, we can be more intentional about 
being present with those who are physically present with us.  

Are you present when you are present? You may be present in the same 
physical space, or it may be that you can only be  present with some 
people from a distance. We can still be intentional about giving the other 
person our attention. What does that look like? 

I believe that it means putting aside anything which will distract us. It 
means, as far as possible, to attune with the words being spoken, but also 
with body language, silences, and facial expressions. We also need to be 
ready to be real, to unmask in ways which are mutually acceptable. It is in 
this way that we can begin to build stronger connections. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to be more intentional about being 
present and attentive wherever I am, following Your example. 



22 May 
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

Jesus offers life (John 8:12). He invites us to walk in the light. This means 
that we need to reject all the things of darkness. Before we accepted 
Jesus’s offer, we indulged in sins of the flesh, including anger, greed and 
self-centredness (Col 3:5-9). We walked in darkness. 

Then we accepted Christ’s offer and are able to walk in the light with Him, 
“hidden with Christ in God” (Col 3:3).  

Now, in this time of darkness for many people, we are called to shine 
Christ’s light, truth, goodness and life from our lives (John 3:21). 

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for shining Your light into my life. Please help me to 
be a witness for You in all that is good and true. 

 

Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong, fear 

not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the 

recompense of God. He will come and save you. ~Isa 35:4 

 
23 May 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

“Do you have a light?” was a familiar expression for smokers, and may still 
be for some. What they had would happily be shared with another so that 
more could also enjoy the experience.   

How much more important is it for us to be able to share the light of Christ 
from our lives? This light, rather than assisting with a temporary 
experience, would change the eternal experience of those who accept the 
call into the light.  

Are you ready and willing to share the light of Christ with others? Rather 
than rush out, wait on the Lord’s leading. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me as I extend Your light to others.  



24 May 
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

Yesterday’s devotion began with, “Do you have a light?”  

When we are considering passing on the light of Christ to others, this is a 
good order to follow. As Peter tells the readers of his first letter, “always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you …” (1 Pet 3:15). 

The one seeking a light, asked. Similarly, Peter told his readers to be ready 
when others ask for a reason for their hope. When we do not wait for the 
request from the other, we risk offering them something which they are 
not yet ready to receive. It is not according to our timing, but according to 
the timing of the Holy Spirit. He is the One who knows their hearts far 
better than they know themselves. He will lead others to them when their 
hearts are ready. Note the proverbial butterfly being pulled out of the 
chrysalis too early; if it happens too soon, the life of the butterfly is risked. 

Pray: Dearest Holy Spirit, I trust in Your perfect timing. I commit the faith 
and eternal lives of my family and friends to Your perfect timing.  

 
25 May 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

Yesterday we talked about waiting on the Holy Spirit’s perfect timing 
before jumping in with the light of Christ. If we rush in “like a bull in a 
china shop,’ we risk doing more damage than good. 

That ‘damage’ and ‘good’ can apply to our hearts and lives too. The Holy 
Spirit is the One who know our hearts far better than we know them 
ourselves. He knows what agendas we are carrying. He knows what 
experiences we have had. He knows exactly how He could lead us to 
others. He also knows when our hearts are ready. Let us trust in Him, with 
patience. 

Pray: Forgive me, Holy Spirit, when I want to rush in.  



26 May 
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

We have committed ourselves to waiting on the Holy Spirit’s timing before 
sharing the light of Christ with others. We know that He knows the 
richness of the soil of our hearts, and how open it will be to the implanted 
word (Matt 13:8).  

Another consideration in sharing the light of Christ is the way in which we 
do it. As Peter writes, “yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience …” (1 Pet 3:15-16). 

What does that mean? We wait on the Holy Spirit’s prompting, and then 
we explain with gentleness and respect, conscious that we are 
representing Jesus, not only in the light which we share, but also in the 
manner in which we do it. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please guide my interactions so that You may be 
honoured. 

 
27 May 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

When we share the light of Christ with others, we need to do it with 
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience …” (1 Pet 3:15-16). How 
does that look? 

If we are kind and gentle in how we speak to others, listening well to their 
worldview before sharing our testimony of God’s faithfulness, that is good. 
If, however, we live a life which does not match up with our beliefs, that 
highlights a problem. It is a problem for the person with whom we are 
trying to share our faith, but it also raises questions about our faith. Can 
we, in good conscience, share a faith which is not genuine?  

Ask God to reveal where your faith and your lived experience are not 
consistent. Confess any shortcomings and commit to Him afresh. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive me for inconsistencies. Please help me.  



28 May 
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

If your testimony and your faith journey are in conflict, does that mean 
that you are no longer qualified to share your beliefs? 

Any conflicts between what you believe from your journey of faith (your 
testimony) and how you live out your faith will need to be resolved in 
prayer and confession before the Lord.  

Invite the Lord, as David did, to reveal any uncleanness or disparity in your 
heart, life, or spirit (Ps 139:23-24). Then confess them before the Lord and 
seek to make positive changes through the Lord’s enabling (1 John 1:9).  

Pray Dearest Lord, please forgive me for those times when my lifestyle has 
not matched the beliefs I have professed. Please help me to live 
courageously and with wisdom as a good witness.  

 

 

… it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps 

you.”  ~Isa 41:13b 

 
29 May 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

Do you believe that you can no longer be a faithful witness to the Lord’s 
light because your friend has identified some disparity between your 
professed beliefs and the way in which you have been living your life? 

I believe that your life can still be a vibrant witness for the Lord in the way 
in which you handle this disparity. Do you deny what you accept as true? 
Do you blame others for this disparity? Or do you accept responsibility and 
come before the Lord in confession, seeking to make amends? If the latter 
is closest to what your friend experiences, I believe that this will be a 
further testimony to the truth of your faith. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek to be a worthy witness for You.  



30 May 
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

Though we may, in many ways, have failed to be a faithful witness to the 
true light of the Lord Jesus, we have also not failed. In pointing to His light, 
we have merely pointed to ourselves as an imperfect example of His light. 
His light is still true. His witness is still solid. His ways are still perfect.  

We can realise that our testimony is simply the story of our experience. 
Like a candle before the sun, our story or our life could not capture the full 
breadth and majesty of our King.  

When we fail, are we will sometimes, we can ask the Lord’s forgiveness 
and know reconciliation and restoration through Him (1 John 1:9). 

Pray:  Thank You, my Lord Jesus, that You are the true light. I can only 
express a tiny fraction of the wonder of You. 

 
31 May 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows [M]e will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

When we share the good news of the hope that we have in Jesus (1 Pet 
3:15), we may sometimes rush in too soon. At other times, we may fail to 
embrace an opportunity to share. Sometimes, we may feel as though we 
have let God down. 

What we need to remember is that God is bigger than any foibles we can 
make. He is bigger than any opportunity we have missed. He is big enough 
to be able to forgive us for whatever way we may have failed. He is God. 

Our part is to trust in Him, believe in His love, and majesty, His goodness, 
and grace, His faithfulness, and His sovereignty.  As we do this, our lives 
will reflect our beliefs more and more.  

Trust that God is working, and offer yourself as His witness. 

Pray:  Thank You, Lord, for Your patience with me. I choose to be Your 
witness, as You will. 



 1 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

In the Book of Esther, the Jews came under threat through the 
manipulation of Haman. According to his plan, unsuspectingly approved by 
the king, all Jews, young and old, women and children, would be 
destroyed, killed, and annihilated in one day (Est 3:13). Mordecai learned 
about the plan and appealed to his cousin Esther for her help. Esther was 
the queen (Est 2:17). 

Like Esther, you may wonder what part you can play in God’s plan during 
these strange times. Perhaps we have come to God’s Kingdom for such a 
time as this (Est 4:14).  

Ask God to give you wisdom in how to respond, confident that He will 
guide your steps (Jas 1:5-6).  

Pray: Dearest Lord, I truly seek to be a faithful follower of Yours during 
these uncertain times. Please guide me. 

 

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. ~Ps 56:3 

 
2 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

Mordecai and the Jews knew the plans that Haman had made. They knew 
to whom the command had been given, and the knew the date on which 
this annihilation would take place, “the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month” (Est 3:13). 

I believe that a large part of the fear striking people in our time is the fear 
of the unknown. These are turbulent times, but the Lord is our Rock. 

Pray: Gracious Lord, thank You that I can trust all that I am and have to 
Your faithful hand. Please help me to know Your will day by day. 



3 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

When Esther first heard the news from her cousin Mordecai, she was 
afraid. Though she was the queen, “if any man or woman goes to the king 
inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law – to be put 
to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so 
that he may live” (Est 4:11). Esther knew that her attempts to save her 
people could be stopped before she even had an audience with the king.  

It could cost her her life. 

During these uncertain times, we face different challenges. We are 
tempted by fear in different ways and for different reasons. During these 
turbulent times, we must remember that the Lord is our Rock, our 
Foundation (1 Pet 2:4, 6).  

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the confidence that I can have in You. 
You are unchanging. 

 
4 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

When Mordecai made his appeal to his cousin Esther, He made it as her 
cousin (Est 2:7). I believe that he also made it because she was the queen. 

As a citizen of heaven, you may have been called to God’s Kingdom for 
such a time as this. Just as Esther may have been seen as an influencer in 
the king’s life, you may be able to be a Kingdom influencer in your life.  

While God could move in the lives of others in a miraculous way, more 
often, He works through the everyday.  He calls others to Himself through 
those He has placed in their lives. Perhaps there is someone in your life 
who needs to hear your testimony. Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance. 

Pray: Holy Spirit, please guide me in knowing with whom I should and can 
share stories of Your faithfulness. You know my story and You know theirs.  



5 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

Esther needed Mordecai to understand the constraints and the risks 
involved in presenting their case to the king. She communicated these to 
her cousin (Est 4:12). Mordecai replied, “Do not think to yourself that in 
the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews” (13). 

Mordecai wanted Esther to understand that she was in the very same 
predicament as her people.  

During these turbulent times, you may have noticed that all are in the 
same predicament. Each country and each people group appear to have an 
equal chance of being infected by fear of the unknown.   

As Christians, we may have come to the Kingdom “for such a time as this” 
(Est 4:14). We can share the hope that we have in Jesus (1 Pet 3:15). This is 
the same Jesus who quieted the waves on the lake (Mark 4:35-39). 

Pray: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the confidence of knowing that, 
whatever lies ahead, you can fill us with Your peace. 

 
6 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

Mordecai’s message, in the face of Esther’s circumstances, was to assure 
her of God’s sovereignty. “relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another place” (Est 4:14).  

We can also have confidence, like Mordecai, that God will remain faithful 
to His promises (Lam 3:22-23). He will not leave us or forsake us (Heb 
13:5). We do not need to be afraid (Isa 41:13). 

As we stand firm in joyful hope, trusting in our Saviour Jesus, we can also 
encourage others to place their trust in Him. May your courage and trust 
in Jesus be used by God to water the faith of another. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness.  



7 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

Yesterday we were reminded of Mordecai’s faith in God’s faithfulness. 
Mordecai was fully confident that God would rescue His people. 

Perhaps encouraged by Mordecai’s faith, or perhaps in renewed 
confidence in God’s faithfulness, Esther called a time of fasting. At the end 
of the time of fasting, “I will go to the king, though it is against the law, 
and if I perish, I perish” (Est 4:16).  

Esther was ready to put her complete trust in God’s sovereignty. She knew 
that He could rescue her, but she trusted herself and her safety to His 
perfect will (Luke 22:42). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please forgive my sense of fear, and please grow my 
trust in You. 

 

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in 

you I trust. Make me know the way I should go, for to you 

I lift up my soul. ~Ps 143:8 

 
8 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

Before Esther presented herself before the king, she declared three days 
of fasting for herself and her supporters (Est 4:16).  

We can follow Esther’s example when fear or difficult circumstances 
threaten our peace. King Hezekiah also came before the Lord when he was 
troubled in spirit. Like Esther and Hezekiah, we can bring our difficulties 
before the Lord. We can cast our cares upon Him “because [H]e cares for 
you” (1 Pet 5:7).   

Pray: Dearest Lord, Thank You that I can cry out to You when I am feeling 
anxious. I seek Your peace. 



9 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

We have been following the story of Esther this month. She was the queen 
who helped to save the Jews from the plot for annihilation planned by 
Haman. If you know the story, you may remember that Haman himself 
was hanged (Est 7:10). However, that still left the edicts which had been 
sent to the various provinces. 

Sometimes it may seem as though we have won a minor battle, but the 
larger war is still to be waged. This was the case for the Jews. 

In our case, as believers, we know that we are fighting the minor battles, 
but the larger war has been won by our Lord Jesus. He has gained victory 
(1 Cor 15:57). 

Yes, there are still minor battles to be won, such as sowing to the Spirit 
instead of to the flesh. “For the one who sows to his own flesh will from 
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the 
Spirit reap eternal life” (Gal 6:8). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please guiding me in sowing to the Spirit. 

 
10 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

James reminds us that “friendship with the world is enmity with God” (Jas 
4:4). Further, “bitter jealousy and selfish ambition” are not wisdom 
inspired from above (Jas 3:14-15).  

Rather than be concerned with the world’s methods  (Jas 4:13-16), let us 
keep our eyes on the Lord (Heb 12:2). Look to Him to guide your path (Ps 
119:105) and fill you with His wisdom (Jas 1:5; 3:17). Through this wisdom, 
we will be led toward “a harvest of righteousness” (18). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, I seek Your wisdom, and that my life may be a place of 
fruitfulness for Your Kingdom.   



11 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

In the Book of Esther, the commands for the annihilation of the Jews could 
not be reversed, “for an edict written in the name of the king and sealed 
with the king’s ring cannot be revoked” (Est 8:8). Instead, another edict 
was created and signed with the king’s seal. This edict allowed the Jews to 
defend themselves (Est 8:11-12). Through the combined actions of 
Mordecai, Esther, and the king, Haman’s plan was able to be defeated. 

Are there plans or strategies which have come to your attention which 
would be detrimental to some, whether or not leading to the advantage of 
others?  

Perhaps you have become aware of these “for such a time as this?" (Est 
4:14)   

Pray: Dearest Lord, please give me wisdom in how to progress and help. 

 
12 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

In the Book of Esther, those at risk were the Jews. In other times and in 
other situations, other minority groups have been compromised by the 
behaviour of those in authority, or those with more power.  

As James reminds us, “has not God chosen those who are poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which [H]e has promised to 
those who love [H]im? (Jas 2:5)  

Sometimes minority groups must depend on the help of others. How can 
you honour God through helping those who may be feeling more 
vulnerable because of recent changes (Jas 1:27)?  

Pray: Dearest Lord, please open my eyes to the ways in which I may be able 
to support those You are calling me to help. Please guide me in 
discernment, courage, and wisdom. 



13 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

Though the annihilation of the Jews was an early expected outcome, the 
Jews survived and were restored to peace (Est 9:29-32; 10:3). 

Though we may be tempted toward fear in this time and season, let us 
keep faith in our Mighty God, as Mordecai did (4:14).  

Though these may be times of difficulty and challenge (1 Pet 1:6-7), “we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope” (Rom 5:3-4). 

God is still sovereign and can use “such a time as this” to draw all people 
to Himself (Est 4:14; 2 Pet 3:8-9). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please help me to continue to look to You in hope and 
trust, knowing that Your plan and timing are perfect. Please strengthen me 
to endure . 

 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 

and your staff, they comfort me. ~Ps 23:4 

 
14 June 
“… who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?" Est 4:14  

How have we responded to the changes which have taken place over the 
past number of months? We, or our loved ones, may have experienced 
mental or physical health challenges. We may have faced unemployment or 
financial anxiety. What was our response?  
It may be that we initially succumbed to the fear which spread like wildfire 
through the world. Perhaps we considered hoarding.  
Now, in this current season, let us continue to look with faith to the Father, 
as Mordecai did (Est 4:14), knowing that God is faithful (Isa 54:10).  
Pray:  Dearest Lord, please carry me through my times of fear. 



15 June 
“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

Our automatic response to sufferings is not joy. We did not fall down as 
children and run with delight to our parents. It is more likely that we turned 
to them for comfort.  

In our maturity, though, we have developed a ‘big picture’ mentality. We can 
see beyond the current hurts. We can overlook the small for the big, like 
looking past today’s squat pains to benefit from a fitter physique tomorrow. 

Today, let us look beyond any uncertainty we may be experiencing. Let us 
look instead to the heart of God. He is the One who holds tomorrow. We live 
out our lives according to His perfect plan (Ps 139:16). Let us trust in Him. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, Your face I will seek. Please still my anxious heart. 

 
16 June 

“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

How can you “Count it all joy … when you meet trials of various kinds” (Jas 
1:2)?  

Similar to the “knowing” of Paul in his letter to the Romans (Rom 5:3), 
James continues, “for you know …” (3). How do we have this knowledge? 

God has been helping us to build that knowledge over our whole lifetime. 
While we may not have walked with Him through our whole lifetime, we 
can probably still see His faithfulness, His hand of protection, and His 
provision for us throughout our lifetime. We can see His faithfulness.  

As we can look back and affirm His steady hand, our eyes can also look 
forward with hope. We praise Him for His faithfulness, finding our joy in 
Him. Our eyes look beyond our inabilities to His might and power, with hope.  

Pray:   Thank You Father God, for how You are already at work in resolving 
all that has been causing me anxiety. Thank You for Your faithfulness. 



17 June 
“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

Yesterday we considered how facing trials can help us to turn our face to 
God and to the recognition that He has been our Faithful Father. 

Does that mean that we will never feel anxious or afraid? 

No, there will still be times of anxiety, especially when we focus on the 
issues rather than keep our eyes on the might and splendour of God. 

Remember how Peter stepped out of the boat to walk to Jesus (Matt 
14:28-29)? “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid” (30). 

Peter transferred his gaze from his Lord to his situation. When we do the 
same, we may also experience a sinking situation (30). Keep your eyes on 
the Lord (Heb 12:2). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus,  fears sometimes rise up when I turn from You. 
Please help me to stay focused on You.  

 
18 June 

“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

What was Peter’s experience when, walking on water, he took his eyes 
from Jesus and he began to sink (Matt 14:28-30)? He called out (30).  

We too can call out to Jesus in our anxiety, our pain, our temptations, and 
our woes. Jesus is the High Priest who has experienced the full range of 
our challenges and weaknesses (Heb 4:14-15). Jesus understands. More 
than that, the Lord has promised to never leave us nor forsake us (Heb 
13:5). “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (16). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, I am so grateful that You understand what I am going 
through. Though some of the details might be different, You know how 
challenging this feels. Please strengthen me.  



19 June 
“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

When Peter walked on water, he got distracted by the wind and lost his 
focus on Jesus. Sinking, Peter cried out, “Lord, save me” (Matt 14:30).  
“Jesus immediately reached out [H]is hand and took hold of him, saying to 
him, ‘O you of little faith, why did you doubt?’” (31) 

Even before we cry out, Jesus is with us, as He promised (Matt 28:20b). 
We should not let doubts turn us away from Jesus. Instead, in our doubts, 
let us draw closer to Jesus. 

Whether it is self-doubt, doubting of others or doubts about God’s plan, 
let us draw nearer to God and He will draw ever closer (Jas 4:8). 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You that You are closer than my next breath. 
Please help me to never forget that fact. 

 

But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” My 

times are in your hand … ~Ps 31:14-15a 

 
20 June 

“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

In the middle of our trials, we can begin to have doubts.  

With some of these doubts, we can begin to question ourselves. Are we 
doing enough, have we done enough, are we living faithfully enough? 

Our questions about doing enough need further clarification. We are all 
sinners (Rom 3:23) and are each dependent on all that Jesus has done for our 
salvation. We could never do enough, but Jesus has done it all.  

We seek to please the Lord, not simply resting on His grace, but we must be 
careful too that we do not become prideful. Keep your focus on Jesus. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, thank You for all that You have done to win my salvation.  



21 June 
“… we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope ...” Rom 5:3-4 

Our self-doubts in times of trial may also question our relationships with 
others. Have we given generously enough, have we been faithful in love 
and friendship? 

Pressures on our friendships may stem from the work of the enemy who 
does all that he can “to steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10a). When the 
enemy has got us focused on examining for spot-fires in our relationships, 
we can be a little less effective in Kingdom work.  

Trust in the Lord and follow His leading to building and maintaining 
healthy relationships. He loves in perfection (1 Cor 13:4-8) and will guide 
our efforts to show and receive love.  

When you find your attention being drawn toward questioning others, ask 
the Lord for His protection and His direction so that you may serve His 
Kingdom purposes. 

Pray: Dearest Lord, please give me wisdom in my relationships so that they 
may be nurturing and life-giving. 

 
22 June 

“…and endurance produces character, and character produces hope.” 
 Rom 5:4 

Times of trial can fill us with doubts. We can begin to doubt ourselves. We 
can start to doubt others. We can even doubt God and His plans for us. 
Our God is sovereign, so when bad things begin to happen, we can 
sometimes question His love for us or His faithful plans for us.  

God has plans for us. He knows how this too will end. Though we have free 
will in our time, God stands outside of our time. He can see the beginning 
from the end (Isa 46:10; Rev 22:13). His will will be accomplished. 

Pray: Dearest Father God, Please forgive me when I doubt You.  



23 June 
“I know that Messiah is coming ([H]e who is called Christ).” John 4:25 

As these recent weeks and months have unfolded, we may affirm that the 
time of Christ’s return draws ever closer. It is certainly closer than when 
we first believed. 

Are you ready? 

The return of the King may be simply days away. Will He find you ready 
and waiting (Luke 12:35-40)? 

If you haven’t already, make time each day to spend in God’s Word. 
Refresh your soul, mind, and spirit so that you will recognise Him when He 
speaks. Be vigilant in these preparations. As we spend more time in God’s 
Word, we develop a deeper of sense God’s heart, and the rhythm of His 
heart beats a resonating chord with the rhythm of ours.  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You that I can get a better sense of Your heart 
through spending time in Your Word. Please help me to prepare to 
welcome You. 

 
24 June 

“I know that Messiah is coming ([H]e who is called Christ).” John 4:25 

These times may be part of the lead up to Christ’s Second Coming.  

Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour?  

If not, maybe today is the day when you decide that you will accept the 
incredible offer of salvation through what Jesus achieved at the cross. He 
came first as a baby who grew to full manhood, before being crucified for 
our sins and rising again (1 Cor 15:3-4). When He comes again, it will be to 
draw all His followers to Himself. Will you be among those He draws? 

Trust yourself to His majesty and grace. It is not about what you have 
done, but your humble acceptance of what Jesus has done on your behalf 
to reconcile you to relationship with the Father. He is our Saviour. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord Jesus, Your gift of grace is so incredible. I have placed my 
trust in You, but now I also want all those I love to know and love You too. 



25 June 
“I know that Messiah is coming ([H]e who is called Christ).” John 4:25 

These times may, alternatively, be leading to another time of 
transformation (Jer 29:4-7), with opportunities for building and gathering 
treasures before Christ will finally return (Matt 6:19-21).  

Have you accepted Jesus as your finest Treasure (Matt 13:45-46)?  

When God and Kingdom purposes become our first priority, we are less 
likely to get drawn into the wisdom of the world with its “bitter jealousy 
and selfish ambition”  (Jas 3:14). These are fruits which grow from 
friendship with the world (Jas 4:4), and its competitiveness. In contrast, 
friendship with God is focused on being impartial and showing grace (Jas 
1:27; 2:1). Seek the treasures which will last for eternity (Matt 6:20). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for being my finest Treasure. Please help 
me, by Your Holy Spirit, to treasure those things which are eternal 
treasures. 

 

In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust, I shall not be  

afraid. What can flesh do to me? ~Ps 56:4 

 
26 June 

“I know that Messiah is coming ([H]e who is called Christ).” John 4:25 

The woman at the well had heard that the Messiah would be coming (John 
4:25). 
This is, potentially, a time when many will have lots of questions, snippets 
of information, half-formed beliefs, and a certain level of cynicism, mixed 
with a yearning for hope and a desire for order and security.  
We know that our future and our security are in Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to lead you into those opportunities where He will give you the words to 
speak (Acts 8:29-39). Be courageous, but with grace and humility (1 Pet 
3:15) so that others may know that their future and security are in Jesus. 

Pray:  Dearest Holy Spirit, I seek to follow faithfully wherever You should 
lead.  



27 June 
 “…lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called…." 

 Eph 4:1 NRSV 

We are each called to reflect the life of Jesus in our lives, being witnesses 
for Him, and being available as His hands and feet to a hurting world (2 Cor 
5:17-20). We have seen the hurts and the hurting all the more clearly in 
recent months. 

Are you living a life worthy of your calling as a Christ-follower (Eph 4:1)? 
Have you been able to be a light for the Lord in your neighbourhood? 
While people have been disconnected, we have had opportunities to help 
and support as best we can. Through sharing the load of another (Gal 6:2), 
we are able to give them an experience with the heart and hands of our 
Lord Jesus. 

Rejoice in the confidence that you have in knowing that your eternal 
future is in Jesus. Share His Good News as you have opportunity, with 
grace, gentleness and humility (1 Pet 3:15). 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, thank You for the joy of being a witness for You in my 
daily life  

 
28 June 

“…walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness…."  Eph 4:1-2  

More recently, our walks may have been limited, as we have needed to 
stay closer to home, whether in forced isolation or as a defensive 
measure.  As we have “walked out” our experiences in this season, my 
prayer is that we have done it with “all humility and gentleness” (Eph 4:2). 
Our hearts may be burning to share our hope in Jesus, but we must wait 
on His timing. Our “walk” can speak to others more clearly than any words 
could do. Walk faithfully, whether in person, in sound, or online, that Jesus 
may be honoured through your life and witness (Matt 5:14-16) 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to more and more fully reflect Your 
humility and grace in my life.  



29June 
“…walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called … 

with patience, bearing with one another in love …."  Eph 4:1-2  

During these strange times, we may have been able to witness to Jesus’s 
love through our patience, loving encouragement and support of others. 

Just as the Father “sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt 5:45), 
we are to show love to all. Obviously, it is easier to be loving to those who 
are loving, and to show friendliness to our friends. However, sometimes it 
is the ones who are most difficult to love who most need loving support. 

Jesus Himself instructed us to “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you” (Matt 5:44). Further, we are to be ready to forgive 
generously (Matt 18:22). Where we struggle to respond with patience and 
love in our own strength, let us ask God for His enabling.  

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help me to see others as You see them. Please 
also protect me and give me wisdom as I seek to love and forgive those 
who have acted against me. 

 
30 June 

“…lead a life worthy of the calling …making every effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Eph 4:1, 3 NRSV 

As we finish another Devotional, let us make every effort to live at peace 
with others, reflecting the “unity of the Spirit” (Eph 4:3) in our lives, and 
being willing to offer loving acceptance, without compromising the truths 
of Scripture.  

May we commit ourselves to leading lives worthy of Jesus’s call upon our 
hearts (Eph 4:1), so that others may be drawn to know Jesus better 
through our witness and our love (John 13:35).  

As they, and we, draw nearer to God, He will also draw nearer to us (Jas 
4:8). He continues to reveal deeper levels of His incredible, fathomless 
unconditional love (Eph 3:17-19) and His priceless grace. 

Pray:  Dearest Lord, please help us to witness to Your incredible love.  



 
  

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 

other, for love covers a multitude of sins …  

God has given each of us a gift from [H]is great variety of 

spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  

… Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 

everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. 

All glory and power to [H]im forever and ever! Amen.” (1 Pet 4:8, 

10-11 NLT) 

The Holy Spirit was the inspiration behind these thoughts, and we 

pray that they will encourage, challenge and stretch you in your faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the will of the Heavenly 

Father. 

Gelly McAuliffe-Bunker for PURE Devotional Ministry 
 

 

  



Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scripture 

quotations 

marked  

 

 

are taken from 

 
ESV English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

HCSB Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999,2000,2002,2003 by Holman Bible 

Publishers. Used by permission. 

 

 

NLT Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House 

 Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

NRSV  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, National Council of Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All right reserved. 


